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The Verdict Speaks

Politics is hotting up over speaker, dy speaker posts. BJP not wrong to want the
former. Oppn should get the latter.

TOI Editorials

The churn over speaker’s and deputy speaker’s posts is throwing up more froth than cream. Politicisation
of these two constitutional offices is again worth a lament. The process started some time back. Every
year, it turns a shade worse. BJP is likely to retain the post. NDA ally TDP had eyed it, which probably
prompted INDIA’s stand that it would support Chandrababu Naidu’s candidate for speaker in the event of
an election.

Verdict's message | LS election’s sobering verdict returned BJP to office with significantly smaller
numbers. With 240 seats, it is understandable that BJP wants to bag the speaker’s post, though to date it
remains noncommittal. We'll know soon if BJP’s choice will be a consensus candidate or if elections will
be held.

Speaker’s role | From allowing questions and debate to disqualifying MPs, from deciding on defections
to setting the agenda, the speaker and deputy speaker are Parliament’s conscience-keepers, tasked to run
House business in an orderly manner. Essential attributes expected are impartiality, confidence they
inspire in minority groups and Opposition, and freedom from party affiliations or bias. Given the hostile
political atmosphere, such words sound outdated in the republic’s 75th year.

Legal fiction | One need only look to Maharashtra in 2023 to see how a speaker unfamiliar with
constitutional law, and seen as a “party man”, can cause irrevocable damage to a House. But such is the
post’s authority that Supreme Court restricted itself on deciding on defections of Sena and NCP MLAs, lest
it interfere in speaker’s jurisdiction. But the speaker’s delayed and dramatic decisions made everyone a
loser in Maharashtra assembly.

Record vacancy | The 17th Lok Sabha from 2019-2024 was the first one ever without a deputy speaker
throughout its duration - though Article 93 of the Constitution requires that LS elect a speaker and
deputy speaker ‘as soon as may be’. BJP allowed the vacancy, doing away with longstanding
parliamentary convention of the post given to opposition parties. A C]I-led bench last Feb heard a PIL on
the vacancy. Little came of it.

Be parliamentary | When the 18th LS meets for the first time later this month, govt must remember the
mandate’s enormous message - the vote was for coalition, collaboration. The spirit of the people’s
mandate and convention would be upheld were the post of deputy speaker to go to Opposition. That is
how it should be.
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Knowledge Economy, Not Silly Conformity
ET Editorials

A school or college syllabus is not propaganda. One would ha- ve thought that the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) would know this difference. However, comments by NCERT
director DP Saklani on the new Class 12 political science textbook suggest otherwise. His explanation for
the removal of sections pertaining to the demolition of Ba- bri Masjid in 1992 and communal violence in
the 2002 Gujarat riots is that these 'can create violent and depressed citizens'. This is straight out of the
Agitprop 101 manual. Saklani also asked whether studying such 'episodes' is the purpose of edu- cation.
He justified these latest deletions by pointing out the 'lack’ of similar outcry over the absence of any
mention of the 1984 anti-Sikh riots in textbooks. And, thus, we have entered the tu-tu mein-me- in
whataboutery of textbook politics.

That India has plans to be a knowledge economy doesn't sit well with such gro- upthink. The fact that
'unpleasantness' is perceived as a criterion for textbook excision tells a sad story about NCERT's
understanding of pedagogy and knowledge. If fake facts for our young are to join the trough of fake news
to maintain some skewed notion of national 'pleasantness’, we'll be entering pamphleteering territory of
'Mao's Little Red Book' variety instead of one that encourages critical thinking and disparate ideas, and
prepares our young to engage and navigate the diffi- cult questions of life and society.

Saklani is right when he says syllabi are updated the world over. Indeed, they must-to incorporate new

findings, excise mistakes and make them more engaging. Shielding 'unplea- sant' facts, especially in this
digital age, is a sure way of produ- cing dimwits who are unable to tell facts from fabrications.

B

Date: 18-06-24

The vulnerabilities of India’s elderly

From social and financial independence to ensuring an active life course, we need to
focus on preparatory measures for India’s ageing population.

S. Irudaya Rajan is Chair at the International Institute of Migration and Development (IIMAD),
Kerala & U. S. Mishra is Honorary Visiting Professor at the International Institute of Migration and
Development (IIMAD), Kerala
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The ageing phenomenon is the most notable experience of this
century with remarkable improvement in human longevity
% Q complemented by the lowest levels of reproduction. While its
l Liov 1 magnitude and multiplication may appear threatening, there
- ; )( are attempts at redefining this domain not merely in terms of
m age but other related functioning conditioned by the evolving

expansion in longevity on one hand and evolving scenario of
vulnerabilities on the other.

In Indian conditions, in particular, the four vulnerabilities of
later ages in life course are in terms of restrictions in activities of daily living, multi-morbidity, poverty
and absence of any income. On these counts, the Longitudinal Ageing Survey of India (LASI, 2017-18)
reports that about 20% of the elderly population experience each of these vulnerabilities. The remedy
requires a multi-pronged approach involving the principles of inclusion and adoption of social security
measures. Viewing these vulnerabilities as a life course phenomenon, promotion of life preparatory
measures has to be put in place; this need not be limited to financial or economic independence per se
but also means to ensure healthy active and productive years. Most attempts at evaluation of the ageing
phenomenon have maintained an individual focus, wherein the attributes and characteristics of the aged
are counted more than circumstances and conditioning of later life.

The rising count of the elderly need not be seen in isolation as the population transition is occurring
along with a familial transition. The familial transition needs to be read in consideration of the household
compositions and the accommodation pattern of the elderly within them. While there are households
without elderly and households with multiple elderly, there are frequent instances of elderly living with
elderly within the household. Not only is this living arrangement becoming more and more frequent but
there are other features of dependence, care provisioning as well as social security and financial
protection assuming prominence in households with elderly compared with those without them. This
points to a persistence of vulnerabilities stated above in individual elderly arising simply out of the
household features more than individual characteristics.

Contrasting today’s elderly with tomorrow’s, there is every possibility of characteristic advantage in
terms of education, life preparation and economic dependence but adversities in health and quality of
living owing to rising longevity and emergence of long-term chronic ailments. In this context, the slogan
of healthy ageing need not focus on the elderly population but the prospective elderly to a large extent.
Limitations as regards activities of daily living (ADL) do show a worsening trend over age even among
the elderly population but one wonders as to whether that pattern will be moderated down among the
future elderly and be postponed to much later ages of life.

The projected magnitude of the elderly population is estimated at 319 million by mid-century, growing
by around 3% a year. This group will be feminine with a sex ratio of 1,065 females per thousand males;
further, 54% of elderly women will be widows. While 6% of the elderly men live alone against 9% of their
female counterparts, 70% of them are to be found in rural areas. These statistics can be of great use in
terms of targeting welfare measures for this population.

The most disturbing feature relates to the health status that is reported to be poor by a quarter of the
elderly as against about 20% among the population aged 45 and above. While 75% of the elderly
population are victims of one or more chronic diseases, 40% of those aged 45 and above have one or the
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other disability. With the advent of the global burden of disease, it is apparent that the two threatening
forces are diabetes and cancer which appear to be frequent among India’s elderly.

Also, the emerging concern relates to mental health with 20% of those aged above 45 self-reporting some
ailment, primarily associated with depression; this is reasonably higher compared with the self-reported
extent among the elderly.

There also appears to be food insecurity among India’s elderly where 6% of those above 45 years of age
ate smaller portions or skipped meals and 5.3% of them did not eat despite being hungry. This
phenomenon may look minimal but has its bearing on nutrition and consequential morbidities.

Recognising these adversities, protection measures are in place in terms of welfare provisioning, legal
recourse as well as concessional measures for this group of population. However, there is very little
awareness regarding the welfare provisioning. Hardly 12% are aware of the Maintenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 and 28% are aware of various concessions offered to the elderly.

On the whole, there are few expectations from life among India’s elderly and their vulnerabilities make
them victims of varied forms of abuse in the hands of family, community and society at large. While 5% of
them report abuse, they are quite frequent, particularly for women in rural areas where they remain the
most neglected. A movement towards creating social agency for this vulnerable group is the need of the
hour. Innovative forms of institutions can be brought in place to alter their valuation from liability to an
asset. There needs to be a focus on ensuring an active life course for the future elderly.

aﬁa W Date: 18-06-24
ALY @9 & ATHAS H AT §H Hgl TS 87
AUGHIT

16 & 2017 &Y 3 A ged e (TATIN) & A FAMNT FA §U dchlelld Faeed 74 (S 7
qiH o T Faeeg @ §) 7 due AR dae & S o 3 are fhr 9, e vem ot ey
W WHRT T H WNUTGEY ddh & FEG &1 2.5 gfaerd & 3egia Jg o garr or & @ 2002 &
el TATTYT I-AFT higd A dfhd 78 AfF Wor-foRiys gelll Igrar 30 o Roe g aut &
TR & AE H WHN T AR Tedl 37 30e 1.26 FiARrd Fiell ale &7 JTeT I§ 12 g1 Jg o et
AT A7 T Weell Ahflord T Hsted fohar Srwam, Afehet gl & # $aT &1 FAevell gal Tl aTd Th
Trvatrian—cawraimﬂggm‘s‘lwwmaﬁmﬁ@w@éaﬁra—ﬁg@q@ﬁmwwmww
u7| AfFd drem T Rugd 3R tAuwTaud & Aies, dar AR FEEl H WEdee Ty Jansit
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Fols Tl & gl 20171-‘|Q°W§‘é’21%’u’|m2014ﬁm3ﬁ§‘é’2ﬁlE’R—‘lcﬂiu WA T T fAade
YR A A F IR AR 715 A1 AfteaT 3T faw 3nfea g1 a8 Fen, St ad\ws @ O &7 O FF
QLT BT TfRT AT HYSATA Wil aFadd H G0 R A H 3T, 38F AU ugell ad § salier 3R
St d&F & Ty o # Hege Jedd @, o # Sieed, H¥F AR gart fr arl wAr 1 Ser vear
N 0 A H 0T a7 Moo gw awt F 3¢ I (0.64 ¥ 0.96 wfawE) R R, 9F Fx WER F @I
qdad (0.28) §=T g3 &l

AR Rs PR

A Y g 9T faesad Afa
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AN dHe c@rm giRd fdsdd iR @ @ Fg1 7 9T
HAAET Toelifal # fsqad & A & & A U9 e fGer &
FHaT ¥ Tead-der farg A goreme & T ewmes Folt Fo
(2024) W AT dhad ARG TSCATT & FEARR gled AT g| Isgqfar
& gEARN & &g 30 W QU e AT e Har ARG gerge
& T STl STETdT &7 S| T§ Sl el &1 fdsad & et
UTHF ol o AR AT PR F dIddid F IRI RER f3arg
ol H TEANT Fel Tl Teh ARl heHd ST ofdTcdl @1, offohed SqRT T & §&ey 30 ¢ fo I8
faead @1 73 @1 @ T 31 W@ Ao 3uTAIEET Feor ¥ AfFd o= & e i divwor 1 3@ReT @
3H s B H HNA o 31 TR & & fow off 7S Hemaenst & qaR ool ¥ 3R S W @ E,
e Tdrr g 3R waslfaE Rdt W) fosaq w96 36y Foa & 96 TR T 2

AR A TN 7 o1 & RufSersher AR SAFCH APIE &, FIR 35 Flefd W el Gell H FaaeaAfd
F AT § AR AT S gal & |G Gals o 8§ fAee 31 ® &1 30 Fe 7 fdsaad & de 9ga
3TTShIAS MTcT =TTl drel Irogufel off RIeThar & &Y 1 Falar & a1$ §1 fsad &1 e &1 srfqenrsy 37T
TAW, 3HY 3 W FAI F AT H HdARE vy Fger, fasad & 7 A7 W 317 W a0 wa fosad
3R Il For-urseAr aiferdl T ol HfT IR Refher H @ I Al # AT Fe A A
SEUAT AT 8 38H AT & g 39 a1 &l o1 Nf¥d R arar §, O Wod 40 dre @ A @R oS
STAT & WY ardl HT AT erdl & T H I Il 3 §1 A Toee &0 & {@ifha A mar § 6
foead v Feomar €37 v ¥ 3R a5 sfoerw # weh A w Rwww A8 w1l A wWER feaq & et
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WHR & AT Fiddd & Tdsad Hr gk Fr 77 fQeadt T@a 87 (eR) d& @fAd AT &, ik
IANFT Fefet H fAeda & G # 38¢ WH TF Q! Widl & 37 Fear & o enfder fmar am=m §, e
fisac &l Fealled & dIG 306 fdedd & Hea Joollel, Y, RaS iR g ey dATadm Der wiedt #
e fe=am |

AU Flefed H YARAA-NST FHr gedriad Afd ardmsit 7 fdeda & 31 @ T Fad golrs oA AR 376
AT &l HIET o T AR AT AT 8, diosh 3T FRMMe H el Siedan & foaitaa gfafmeat
Y sEH AT TP FET fsacdy TRmaa & fAsadl TWHR Sy WIeT AIar Y & a8 &1 gols o
& I HIAR B Pl FFIfAEC AIE HAFIOAR AT FA R Jo §T AT F el W Ao
mg@jcrdchla-lc\c-lﬁ%qbcww%%mmmmmﬂmﬁﬁﬁm%{ﬁ3'ﬁT5r|°r(w\l
g dur RIGT-8e F1 vhAE HVFHR golis ofAT IR fdsach T &1 &1 IS 58 AFer & A &
IS FEIET I AT A IHARHT wsgutar AR FeftT AR woifdEt dr g5 FeEn fSeEAery gl 6 3
T Al HRHEIRAT W STE 9fAEy e TE FelA HARST WHR F fdsd & AF H AT &
Ycdeh GSIUR T Sad ot 3R fdsad & dader & aRgs qade Jere & foav qav <o & |y Ao
Teh IARSET Fallfcleh HaTdel elled i 81 fAcer Sar g1 fosaid @l Aot IARAT THR ThiTeh g1 S|
fdeaa & awda & ARG G goldl IR F$ Fefe AN gardfas e o # g6 ¥ @IFd U5
FerHe A fdsad & @AY # 1959, 1961 3R 1965 & SR Y& Uic U= # FARST o Y3
g U 3, dftha R AT & T TTeefear sell & geld fdsad 1 Heer 33 §¥d # Fer 14|

AT IANHT Pl & FO GAUW AR, AU, e AR 0T TRIAS At & Do A qEERr § WEd
ol &1 TE fG@e arel §1 ST TS YHW Acal § Gl ST & 3ETA AR W el HEgfeee 9iet &
THITARR &I Follcl| 3T el a7 & FHET Ush WA IE ¢ b 3PN el TWHR 30T Golrs AT 3R 37
HIARY SATATHT TR 39T G701 7 Gt g a5 ar fdsad sy gama arer ¥ AR &7 A el qud §¢
ST | S8E a8l el & T 3Uel JUeT Folel ol TEAT Yol ST | flsaa-2heT faarg & e & o
fasadr T FI ARG ATAT & 3o &2 A dHeoll Ao ST fF TdHT golls AT & &G AT &l
fOsad & g FerAEN S 3R 3o 2l & digy &3 W IThHBAT Feld d Fe A6 Aol qrwaf| foiedd @r
AP HAWSET FHcalfcdeh ofHAdl &I Tger @ 81 37 RIS i 3R Ay &0 ¥ 9Ra a1 v oar
AP Fa U gIom, STgT @ a6 el qaars I Iollcll & W] HRA Hr o 39 fdsad W 3roah
AT Seee greftl el 3mhmsar & R 9Rd 3R gfEor qdf vl et &1 fdsdd & @Farel & 4’
et gef|

HRA & ToIU o 7137 AR HefeT THT 3ejehel AT Y g1 Hehhl 8, ST el 38 o 70 avf &
Geehell 3T W A 3T HRA @l orelienfad d&sT 31 gor ¢ o g Aoy &7 & el el 1 shael
SHITT IR 81 W@T g, Fifeh [dead 9 Feoll mﬂldé?aﬁiﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂwsmﬁﬁmﬁmqg‘zﬁ%“l?ﬂﬂ
3797 fsad & Ul SIaelr Fr RE TAATST R @I &1 W & Ifg 3RS T g W Asad & AT &
AT el ST § dF & hdel R, dfiesh AUl 3R e o AT T el § HFa g smean|
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AR, 2023 ¥ 379 dP IAES F JHH Sollhl H ¢l 3T FI dohdesT TH golR &l & STiforg geATe
gol @ S YT § fad 1,696 AT &Il T Tl HYGT I ATl & Tl &l HHA d HH o ol
A 39 T & T B éﬁ-ﬁﬁﬂwwa’rwg’m T, 3HHT A T ARl g1 SNa-fafauar 3R
SIeT-3T0T T Jehdlel 37180 & M o181 8, T R q{d I I ol SR &
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WHRY s & HAGH AeT & HATS A A FIH SF1er 598 3R Igdlel HseT H 532 SfITel el 31T
amt’ra'é’rlﬁaﬁmu@ﬁﬁmaﬁm&ﬁﬁaﬂmwé‘rmraﬁgw&a%asrcﬁragsarasﬁ
amer ot 9¢ 915 1 SHHRN 3T AN AR IFeAST & Sierell H Sl 3T & &9 F q@T ST bl &1 30T
¥ Sierel 1 A6 S & 8, afod Al & W, g 3R i wr o e g W@ &l Hes ool A &
26 #S, 2024 T 8912 AW uT T §, fSe1d 55 ol &I STl ST bl 81 3RET HT FJHAT g Il o

SRT-gfam # g WISl 3T H @l geAe "gedr § s Fsh dr §uit aAve g §, A9l AR A €, 3R
FS AN FEH HT TG SN §| WERN F IET W FY T 3R FEIG & TR @ W T A0 81 3T IF
3T T 9157 gk @ AW "eaAv g & f&affiesr feat # ge gt §, a8 wUsh-3rel &1 qufd @ g
THT & ﬂa‘aﬁaﬂTaﬂuﬁﬁa’raﬁgé%‘,agWI ¢ & Affie RBEal & Frell & T [T dr
HTATT TPMAR dGdl o & § e 3a3@s 3R RATae goer o 9gral g 308 &9 Sarer Jrad
g’tr%l?:‘r;a’rmtrqaer,a—rhm,amﬁzam,maﬂ?mmﬁaﬂmﬁmmmz@
g, dfdst o 93 3 W el 9gTer T A derr dEe @ A § 3 3w R s 7 A8 Mo
o gt 7 3T B et SIS geAT ge gt § S Al gl AT A g STl Jenfad g gl
Stfaes-fafaerdr & & 37 & 3R Sfig-sig AR T

AT ST 3 BAReX AAsiHe & AR R H 50 BrEe SHTell 1 30T § T g, s
HRFAT STl GATI, T, IS, AGRISE, ALY Yo?l, Baradg 3N 38HA & g1 F$ a- g@ uar 3K
el ST A Sl & fAT 31T oRmS S g1 AW ST § R vl RarfaEl ganr e geret 7 q@
Tar 3 oIl e aedfadt HT e & 997 ARy 3T T GeeAe 76T gial & forad gaTea]or dr &f,
gl &1 T geredfaal R Sla-Sigsit & faerer &1 8 Wr FE Wl Tod WHR 3N g AR HT 3d
W%Wﬁﬁ@%ﬁwaﬁ%ﬁ@%wﬁ%ﬂwwﬁaﬁ@mﬁw—mﬁaﬁm
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& fou dicafed FT AT dAfhd g FA Tgd WAUE F WY AT AT AR Fg IR DI 31T
el T 4ROT Y F7er i goig o §97 Jar B

gI3TTe, UBTSN Siided THAAA Sollehl H @l aredl & &S HATHAT H 3719l 8idl &1 UGSl Scilehl o IgaraAl ol
qTelel-GIY0T SioTel @1 & @ &1 Bel-%ol, A, TR, TS ofhfsdqT AR AP Toll S ohisar it
STl & IR T A Ay i 1988 HF Fg TWPR o S ad Aifd dols A 3TH SETall ol Tfad et
IR 3T Rear @& ﬁﬂgﬁrﬂﬁ?ﬁm«ﬁm 3WES Tofel & o1 o/ g § ol # Ahar §agl,
dEt 3R ol Taomer & HRHIAT $hr AT & o #dl, 3HY 3TTS delel AT 36T WS-WS &l I1AT
ST o IWs # JHH atg i gEEw g, ST g [ Ser 9ifgvl e & AFS H 39UEs LT
& GEY ST @ FHIBr 3T g, Al fGH &9 & qdieed &1 [ &1 w1 8, 369 &g g A gRAr off dar
& @ & O St @1 R Hat @ AT o o g

mmﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ,ﬁa&rﬁmwmaﬁaﬁﬁmmwaﬁw?
el I W FA H @M g5 &l Q9N &t 3 GgTell 1 7731 2R YE He FT HoofaaT @red arely
¥ Hufeal IoT WHR F e T et @Y 8l Tod WHR 37aY fAAon, 38y Serel Sigsit & ReR,
HAY Golol AR Tl &I 3ed VA Td ohisal T a&hll Ul H %ol W &1 f5F oeg &1 o
IS 1 fAHAToT R arr or, a8 Ja et oY e B

grs & fAaIfad qarT 3auEs AT & §AY W AT T SETAl & HY HNAR Seld 3T g1 & I”
AT & FAY gL ST 3TES T GO GAGTe U Tellad &l dlaT ¥eh FAr H 310l g, 3 war Ao &
39T IOT-AET 3R AR-JHae Fae e @ Forar oot 3R 75-a78 qef-fadelt Fufaat & JIRT FHaer amr
HAG W AR CITT higd H &l &1 ST 38 TaU i HT AT §, 3o AU HI$ 3 g FeA iR
ASATT 7T TATS AT | ST STITel STIdT § Al shdel ST A8l STeidl, Sfodh U Sl I TUR & STl T
reh gl STl gl

STfA FE STl aTell S UGIST e & 3ifecded # 3ol & &G I§ IAFAT Wbl Faed & o=t &
fOT SIS &ar W@ &1 AT, T Yipfdh TG F PehRI e AT HEH 9N & AT cAchred
heH JOIaT ol & olfehel TSH TR 9T 30T & ollell T JhdleT Bl §, SHehT FAS TRATEeA 871 kel H AehrA
ET gl oA & OFACR faemr 3R 39d [SFAeR 3MReRal &l aToRag i & 9id Idiast ol $|
Foied & Ui ATURETE! I AR ORI AT STl MG TR 30T hefed & Ui T Qo ar Siaiel
T ShTq BICl 3T $fasg & faehtrel &9 1€ GROT S| AR @y A Fg o A gl & grpfas duer
U & T 93 T W W Sl §18 S A0 TTed M7 ol W) QR 38 9 g, IrT 7 §eh
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