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Tragedy Foretold

Rajkot, Delhi fires point to familiar stories of official negligence that allow shady businesses
to flout norms

Editorial

A horrifying weekend — fires killing at least 9 children
along with 28 adults and counting in a Rajkot

4 A /' ’ gaming/recreational set-up, and 7 newborns in a private
A ) ‘ children’s hospital in Delhi. Post-tragedy,Indian authorities

are all too efficient at making arrests, filing FIRs, hand
wringing, chest-beating, announcing compensation —while
/ courts do their thing. In a few months’ time, little would
! have changed and in all likelihood, it'll be business as
usual. Owner of the Rajkot facility that operated in tin
sheds has been arrested for culpable homicide, as it
should be. The tragedy was one waiting to happen.

Loophole in urban plan | But the Rajkot facility’s owner is not alone to blame. As TOI reported, a glaring
loophole in Gujarat’s development regulations (CGDCR) allowed illegal recreational activities to flourish.
Implemented in 2017 to regulate urban development, CGDCR has zero construction and safety guidelines for
recreational facilities, which private players have exploited, erecting temporary structures for gaming facilities,
without any approvals. Here then, it is policy itself that poses a significant threat to public safety, especially for
children. Per reports, numerous such establishments have cropped up, even in bigger cities like Ahmedabad
and Gandhinagar. Most are functioning without mandatory fire safety or town planning sanctions. Privately
owned plots hosting such activities often sidestep regulatory scrutiny altogether. On the Rajkot premises,
2,000 litres of petrol were stored onsite along with numerous tyres.

Fires & accidents routine | Oxygen cylinders exploding triggering fatal fires, as was the case in the Delhi
hospital yesterday, are nothing new for commercial premises, even though their storage is supposed to be
strictly regulated. The Mumbai billboard tragedy is a recent case of criminal negligence. It is when authorities
turn away from brazen flouting of norms that fatal accidents occur. In fire after fire or bridge collapses — Morbi
(135 deaths), Kollam temple fire (109 deaths, 2016), Varanasi flyover collapse (at least 18 deaths, 2018), or
Delhi’'s Mundka fire (27 deaths, 2022) — at fault is official oversight, lax enforcement of safety norms and
audits, and lack of accountability for low-quality construction and maintenance across India.
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Pin the blame | Experts have long cautioned against this pan India disregard for safety regulations. As court
takes note, and investigation proceeds, it is the system of ignored rules, avaricious bureaucrats and crooked
businessmen that must be in the dock. Nothing will lower the probability of future tragedies more than swift
and exemplary punishment of the powerful.

Y IR WAFT HRA AT FTRET
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AT FAR g&, ( AT TATHUAS A0 & faaia dader va g SR darea yeamr #
IR &)

AT NHEHT FoATd ¥ Tgel TR STAGLT I oY Rifehed Eell 8, olfchel Al THR 5o FIH 3eTT
TSR 3T @ §1 sl A Shwsr gaarg Y dE & VAl & de GUHHA des A A Hfwe @ dow @
3ETETAT A U IS AR § 7 TWHR & AT gger 100 e 3R aiw &1ef & fow Asdiy RO A &
fIT FETl 3HY Uga TUHHAT HIEY T ey H Hfdee F [Fpf@d AIRT-2047 & [ e&dds W
feram-faet o ol a9 wuteEs o wer T # 7 oler dudr §, 7 Al @94 2T § 3R 7 & el
Hehed T §, Fifch 2047 H A <« 1 AFAT T & § & @A &1 TT¢ ¢ & g+ A 25
¥ F ASHT FoATR 36T 9¢ @ & IR 396 ohg H g Bic g FT A

SEHT AT Hehed YT o AH § ST HGAT & IoATdr ©Iom 95 & 87 glar g1 Tarais1 HEr &7 AR
Ol ¢ ST &7 Ig Thed gaAT-gals Iel gl STDT TAhedl & T T 3UR g1 e 10 awt &
A WHR H IR 5 I6l T B Folrer] §T 71T & TAR 83 s @il T HFd & I & W@ &l
ool STel ANl & dgd 75 Ui AHION deh UIsuelissd & 9eTer I 3Tqfd i ST W g1 3T & g W A
TITE SU 3Uclet dlel & AT & &I 78 TUEHAT Soodell Al & ded 3 deh 10 HUs § H¥h
WS A & doaee QT 57 g &1 38 e Taeo AR AU & d6d & R A St fiEred §ew aw
g, o <o g # offwr T FuAr ¥ 7qFF 8 @ 2

TS 3o F faRm F PR H FAA-IUR-AG T & IR A gu Seifewr qoa oo
EEAICRUT wicash &l HTT HAST W g1 ST ST b Wil HT SEAAT TIHRT ATSTi3ii S afeqsy,
O, URIe, 3TUer Ferdar Sl 3efaled q]mdlﬁWWHFﬁﬁmﬂ?%é?@ﬁﬁqgﬂﬁﬁm
ST T g1 o a¥ 2022-23 & WeR 7 [T AS=3T & 7.16 oG S I ArNHAT & d @rar J
gEATAIRA U, ST 2013-14 & gEAIAR AR (7,367 FRI3 T9A) I Jolell H 100 AT SA;ET & 59 Fcgal
Aehdl EEATROT (SN & fohaT I1T 7| 37T 53 HdI AT AT 320 ASTA3MT & oy ST & dged
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Y At & dF @ar F A A7 @ &1 W THRE AGN Sollel & PRUT JTIHEAT HT T 97 fgear
3Tl deh 8T ST 9TdT ATl @l IRaRT @ Soltel & foIw Fol T gsar a1 58 3 STHA-See
e foreh Sl Y| 38 Hehe T IISH AR Alolell & dgd Aol & HET Follol o TeA W &

AR T U oo, 38 fU oraarol fosrelr 3myfd off S8 81 58 & dgd Ygel TWOT & U & &«
M T ASTel qga & FU-A YT A GUR AT 240 s F1 qRomA § R e wgdr et A
wfdfeeT 3iecer 23.5 8¢ 3N AT & A raae 20.5 ©E faSTel gl T ST W@ §1 T TWHR SA F
B B T Al fe-aldat g Qe A A harge A FE Bl sHb fAT AT 2025 1 GHIWAT 7
S Bl foorel a7 & #9ifd & WeR Td 3R G5 a7 &7 ff FheT X W §, It o F fegeady
MRS raT 1| fashre H STem g1 denst dlefell @ Ugel &1 foed v S ger g

AT THR T A3 & IReAT fhaleadst &1 Aciem IR 3edeled & &7 & WFa 31m g1 fad ay
2013-14 & 2022-23 & o &7 & SEIHAA IR 29.17 yfderd & gea 11.28 FfaRrd TE TS| 34 aRief
24.8 F3 AT SEITIAT I F X el | AT BT JoAawm H JMAOT WIS F7 3R fowwr IS @
¥ I 33T §1 $HH 3R UG, TGN, AT 9ee AT Tod | g1 I el 7 37 IR & & ar sfedr
g g Ueh 3ieh & § SN0 ARSI ER R GIFd IS¢ [qhd HRIshA (JUASI) IR hr Teh giemmsT
T ST AT & T Tg3mAE TS FIhih PET A §1 Fg FIhrh AT, Feed AR AT TR F
10 Hehcoh! &1 AAST AT &1 HARA A AT HREWET F FHb 3TeATal Alded FTARLT 3R o6 @i &1 o
%nﬁ@rawﬁm‘s‘lwwwﬁuﬁéﬁaﬁ%sﬂwwa@mﬁmwmﬂﬁmm%l
sﬂﬁagmﬁmaﬁfﬂm TarEeg AR Shae &R & UR &1 AT W AT S §1 FAdm & @ dr
T IfFd ST g Tl A W ASE §IT & 3 & TEIAAT TN F ST foAchert & AR R Faw araw
gl 3d de U H IR Meholed & 3Tehs 9fd FiFd 3T do @AC W® 81 399 TR 3eqeled A qdh
ST 76T e arc ATl g8t ROT & & 300 & AT g1fie FeA1 Hid gl

Fol AT Al THR & Foel YA HT wAchioll & fh 0RA gierar &1 1047 & oiedl qod o381 3
UTF §eT T F1 S A WA U TN e AE IR & W & T Iofohr ey oy & 6= gforar &
AT MY rdcgaemst & & v g9m Tose § 5 wureeEsy A 2047 9% IRT F [AefAd ¢ S fir
feem & 3R 8

i | .I I El égé Date: 27-05-24

aﬁmﬁﬁaﬁwam
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faea 3nfde T (World Economic Forum) & & @8 HIE W SR gl drel sdidda Irar 3R wiesT fawra
Fashieh (TTDI) # #RA T 399 VAW W A& Tg G@rar g & 5@ 3= FHEAT ared HRISRT 3 &
algd H §HART U FAR YT HT & ¢l

ST 119 e W U a0 58 Ieqdl # garr A1 § 6 ARG W afaior oRier & @98 997 e 3R
qded 817 & olfohel 38T IEERMS & fhaly oY foesr-segs 3my arell 3rfcuaear fir g v fhar &1

a4 |rel 2019 & eI A # HRA FIAT A 549 T R AT, Afehel 380 Sohel ol 6T 1 ST
Hehcll, Fifeh T & 3T Fahich & HAUGS Faol T | glelitch g 3Mhs g Tolid & b HRA 3T BRI
HEART & &R & 3% g &

30T & foT, IR 9 T Al W MY g8 H THR el alel shad died o2l § & THh § -
UTehiceh (6), HEhicer (9) R FRIER, Tafehcar 3R RI&T & T AmEm (9)1 38 el ScdTgelolh did Jg

Y § 5 g ufaeaaicasar & @ & 9RT 189, gas IraraTd 7 YiaeTeicasdr & A\ § 269 31K
ST Ud 39 AT g & HH H 250 TA W g

YA H 39 a1d W Y R fFar 77 § F Seteie Fafaefad), Tarey vd Tawodn, 9ITeRor Iaddr 3R
TdesT HHATTSH-3Th To1d S &S YA HAAT 1 g A & AHA 7 3 worfay &1 @ &

g A oot TR @ 7€ d@hd fAear § & apfas diad & wwey Rfdydr #R Sidd «g-
HEHARATE HT JHlofe oot dTel G F I AR et & AsHIR F A FHIGAHT T @S §T R HrHy
d8l Y HeheTl gl

gHF ddo[g Al 2021 # FAWSET qdeeh IMNAT H AR f {FEAeT #Agor 1.54 Hrad @ 34 ar are
2011 & {9 0.63 BH & 3Hhs HT Jolll H Tg 6 &, olfchel g LT AT TWeAT gram o fageh
e HIHAT & 997 J&IT JariT ARt v g1

TE A, $H T FY 4@ U T THT HET S Tl & [ R 9gd WrIel A 3o I &, B gfrar &
CH HIH SET YA Sl alel G Tl arel 327 el # 38 NI ofd AT deh ollehsI3al ofal g3 2|

3ETEX0T & fov FAdAad AEERmS F Mo 1 3redr TA §, Jafh 39 39T & diehsi3e Sty 2023
A SR GEIAT &1 IE IR ael & o1d & & gioar & @it oMY g7 wded dgey 3 3 arelr
F¥egaE § AR SAETeR W9 A £

a9 dl 3o JicTeal deh GhCH H I ARYA &, 38k [T 3T A AR &gl Fellept &l FeIar 3N
3o 9PN Wb @ dIR fhT a0 HIgrerdl & STaieEd AR §, Afhcd T 36H AR § T8l 3Telsy
gAY @Y 0T
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I g, S, el I o, FURY ¥ HURT Gdesh & v o ggi MY qoEar & FUE adsiiesn
gRagd Aar3il &7 ¥ 33T THT gIdT g-ad, oo, ¢ 3fg- 3R 8T FeRIar FIFd W 383 & TaTo
3R FRfera fashey ot 3ueTst g

IR H 3PR &l U8 H AT YT JaT FI FATASTIS Ul AT of, aF se3del a7 3R ¢ qanit sF
ardsifeer gRaes 38 At 1 favaealry urEar @ & 7 €, S % 39 #RA gars st iR ga
RIENCONENECIECECEAR S

gfRged & Audia, Sigr g3 gt & ARRe ardeiae Irdr—aTd A3 #T SEIATT Fd &, ART & 3R 3R
3T ALY I & ol IMAAR R 0 A A A Qai3i & EdAT F T g1 O AHAAT dotel o
HRT & Hed SlaeTuicHedl HHGN il gl Fo1 HIHl Adeon I§ § 6 R e & Al # 39
&TAAT ¥ FAR J6dT X @l gl

e 36T WRA & Hehel B[ 3cUlg (GDP) & &#{ld 6 M 1 ARG i & 3R Afdhet sad &%
8W3Wﬁaﬁucqmmaucqmaﬂ$ﬁmﬁwgm%l

Roell SM20 (G20) d& & Teh REY & degd ST YT SIVuaT & WHR F aTeT 2047 do gded o
SN # 1 g FS TUF A Tod Iel HR HRA B Ueh THE A Icled Fellel I Hgedlohiall ofed
WM g1 dl AR A 30 T ARTRRT & T Faes AR 3H¥S @el WG Folled T JiAAEr arat | B
Y G HHST H TS YOI HT S Fehell &

/WS
HEIRT

Date: 27-05-24

fiwor ot 3R 9REH doel A Fo kel W WER fAE
Gt arell & & 3139 & & AfFaR #T deh J7 YAd & TS
TROT, SrEs dgd 8 Ul 3R Shgenfad yeel & 58 el W
ﬂaa?rgm,ﬁaﬂﬂa?rm.zzmamq's‘lmaﬁrmﬁ
Taer det & fov Ader 58.52 frag W {#e =r Ao
SR g 60.52 HrEE AT| YAT RN & ITER Jeg T & AH
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Bg 9 doh dol Adald H 9IRgH §9eT & a8 AfWF 78.19 Hrag AT ek 0 &k I 92T # 54.03
G ASIART o AAIUSR & STAATA [hdT| TS TROT & HAJGH & AT & olieh T T 486 el &
forT gara qu g ger g1 3« el 3 @rad T A v S # 57 el W AdeH gen iR s &
Y ek FHT T FN Aieh & AU AderT QU g SAC| IROMA 4 T Y W] qgLGTel, wlieh TN Yelld
2024 3T YEINT F & FA AdG Fad & &ar # sl g gl AWM F 30 ANAFR HTFEIATA
A H 3H YR 3H YR ¥ A eaed ol Thield Hlgd eltehad & v 3resT dhd 7@ &1 shad
dlehc T & ToU SR § o Aderdr U Afshddl 3R deamgdl @ o gishar &1 FEar o=, dfhed ggel =l
& 2T A I R AT & AT 3eleh AT 9 IRAR & AT gAA-E el 931 & Fgd g
T foF 37k IRAR & Ad o 8 U3 aF FIT Heh 39| Siidel aTell 9Tl S &1 Susit| Jarar S @l g
f& #fwor aeft gl & FROT o AT dle A W A ALt kel W | AT HR—EET A Ggel WOT & A
gie 9faerd I@ed WX 96T AL 3R def X & dife SI6T § SI6T AT dic el d &I & faee,
Afehsd AdGIAT 1 3eiieTar geat # FET 3T Wl oo 8 Toreeh ey, Stel & Hare sfaeea gg-forw
IR SRS A AT &, J o 7T ufawa Roe cwr ¥ it F 3| T arhs [ar & §19 §1 g3,
Teh of YeAld H HI e g o1 Tl g, 3R IAd G oRE T Hegl W 3 AT §, FAIR A HAcleled
FI Far off g @ a1l 8T SEIAT ST bl &1 FH FAdeT dr T 919 gl

Live
feccadria

o | .com Date: 27-05-24

A 3 JTeTST
e

T T AT TEIHR @A oo 1 AGH F T ¥ & A€ F| AT e & FgF g A foedt 7 g &
Y HAG HT ST &1 TE HA AENHAT 2 Tl Th Feldll, W S & Al #A 3o AR & IRAT § Ted A
3FHIG €T B TSl T Tt Ielsh & §6 IS 81 U & 3eAh A H AN & HHT H [T 96
Tr(f’s”lsﬁra@‘ﬁrgdudé?{ldeh‘ldﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂafrag?rg'@amgm%lW?’rﬁﬁa’l?rﬁaﬂwm
T F F$ gTdl IHd 30 § SIET A Hr FHT & I 1 30T @ HT SROT g H a8 o 8 qea
3T, N A A ATHAT i q97 qAF T TUEHAT g A A ¢ 3§ " W MG gW AR §
TN BRI & o & IR A IR 9@ 3R argell H 50 g F9F & HT \won & gAied
Tl &, S eher At § A1 foteT ool & 3T & 9 & @ ScolA ol W &, 3e7h Yid s A Selat
S el gl

St fooll & 8 H Sollh H ATAIR &l Teh HR THEIST hearedl F &l #iwor 397 ool fo sma & &
forT Asle &1 SEAATST HTAT IsT| BRI f5as & 26 aisAr off Ay STedl T et g ar$| Jgi & 3T
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T HROT [ Il 6T Tl &, W AFHA &1 IR TG & I3, elh W FREA ¢, o IRAT & el
# ol A AT FE R ST g A g el sarawR@e aifafafedt A ash s & sefov qAw
HRUA GAUT 1 T @ & 3R TSl ST gHear 1 JIiwl 96 S W g1 F1 W SR H HA
¥ oA & & AT Al ST Tehcll 8, STGT IETSTeA T RIAT SIET g2 STgT Se1d & SAoH R 6l &, g8l
ar O ¥ & T & THT HH b oA H & HolS g1 &I ol T ST g, TSl T geau Avar J
o amaer 3ng €, 3R SeIRT A 8 S @ wrauTel & g AT S @7 g1 3R, JFaR & g #AGRISE
gifagelr & 3iicAfor &7 & 3T O T FA  FA @ aEn A Ald & 1% 3R 60 T 3VF g @
V| FAT 38 TS FRATA S Y07 IRAY & AT AT GRET SATH & Fellell SR U1? 318,
A F AT B qTd Tl AL e §, safow i & 7 e w1 Reafer g S # A
ol of T@T &

aEad H, VT IRAT H AT & 5del SIGT ATH & b 3T [Pl gof TGN gTh g g R=ar &r
oI 7 o § o Roreh 1 AT 98 9% 15 ¥ 93 YA W ardRiod A F e g @ g fFae
& fou, ool & 319 fastelr &1 #er Rg 8,000 AIMEE & IR Tl ST IWEr g1 Adlem A% &, o9 =
AN o Rars dien, 39 T TS TSl & JETSe & 3ed ATHS iFE 3T 3hd Udh A fEoal Hir
et @ Al ST, o 7S & gge 20 et & 30T oI T Hiel AT HEAT S AT T Jolelr A
QNI @ AU, 2,280 Tk UET S| ool FT I Tg A & R IO o9 F gare gfoRvid & e
AT # faegd Tl 598 A1 FIAET & SFACR g 81 Ad: T8 TAT R-EX QYR R F § AR
gdeT & o i 8¢ TId @aT aifeu|
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