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The Right Call

In releasing NewsClick founder, SC says Constitution’s emphasis on procedural
safeguards is inviolable

TOI Editorials

Supreme Court yesterday reiterated the paramount importance of procedural safeguards that flow from
the Constitution to ensure arrests are not arbitrary. In Prabir Purkayastha (NewsClick founder) vs State
(NCT of Delhi), the arrest, a subsequent remand order and also an order of Delhi HC were quashed
because of the failure to follow due process. Purkayastha was ordered to be released on a technicality.

Constitutional guarantee | Article 22 of the Constitution provides safeguards when it comes to arrests.
SC said the right to life and personal liberty is the most sacrosanct fundamental right. All the guardrails
when it comes to arrests flow from this fundamental right.

Right to defend oneself | The bone of contention in the Purkayastha case was that the appellant was not
given the grounds of arrest in writing before remand. SC observed that everyone has “a fundamental and
statutory right to be informedabout the grounds of arrest in writing”.

This principle applies regardless of the law invoked to make the arrest. Hence, yesterday’s judgment
drove home the point “it has been the consistent view of this court that the grounds on which the liberty
of a citizen is curtailed must be communicated in writing”. The purpose of ensuring that the details are
communicated in writing is to allow the accused an opportunity to oppose remand and seek bail. In the
absence of formal communication, the accused is at a disadvantage.

Homework needs to be done | SC’s order highlighted that arrests had to be preceded by detailed
investigation. It explained that grounds of arrest encompass details available with an investigating
officer. It's these details that form the basis of an arrest. When these details are not communicated
formally to an accused prior to remand, there’s room for arbitrariness.

Specifics of the case | SC’s order did not deal with the merits of the case. Yet, both the remand and a
supporting HC judgment were quashed only because of the sanctity attached to due process. SC
concluded: “this entire exercise was done in a clandestine manner and was nothing but a blatant attempt
to circumvent the due process of law; to confine the accused to police custody without informing him the
grounds on which he has been arrested.” It’s unfortunate that it took Purkayastha almost eight months to
get his arrest declared illegal. The delay is a telling statement on lower judiciary.

This judgment is built on precedent. The apex court has repeatedly emphasised that it will not allow
dilution of statutory safeguards. That’s the basis of rule of law.
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Tie Economic 'TiMEs Date: 16-05-24

Fix Our Jugaad Cities First, Then Get Viksit
ET Editorials

Before anyone makes the next call-out for a Viksit Bharat, let’s first acknowledge a fact: Indian cities are
dotted with death traps. It could be an open manhole, overflowing storm-water drains, dangling power
lines or, as was the case on Monday during a sudden dust storm in Mumbai, crashing billboards. When a
17,040 sq ft hoarding comes crashing down in Ghatkopar, killing 14 people and injuring 70, it's not a
freak accident, but a man-made catastrophe waiting to happen. BMC, India’s richest civic agency,
discovered soon enough that the company that owned the killer billboard had put up eight other
hoardings without mandatory permissions.

Mishaps like this are a result of poor urban governance that shows little value for safety and unbridled
ardour for profit under the euphemism of jugaad (read: cutting corners). Indian cities are expected to
host over 800 mn people by 2050. Janaagraha Centre for Citizenship and Democracy’s 2023 ‘Annual
Survey of India’s City-Systems: Shaping India’s Urban Agenda’, reveals that our urban governance is ill-
prepared to deal with impacts of unprecedented expansion. 39% of state capitals lack active master
plans, essential tools for charting long-term urban development and growth. And, then, there are issues
with poor policy implementation and transparency.

City-systems reforms have been painfully slow. Reforms like decentralising power, streamlining
administration and enhancing local government financial autonomy are required. Without empowered
civic bodies, navigating local action for public safety and well-being will be well-nigh impossible. For a

country that created Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI), its cities behaving like villages
isn’t just embarrassing, but alarming too.

T IIL lllVl)U

Date: 16-05-24

Social media’s impact on Indian politics

The traditional media’s shift to more provocative, biased content for survival, may
have ensured its death

Yamini Aiyar is a Public Policy Scholar; Neelanjan Sircar is Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research
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“If Congress wins this election, it will be because of Dhruv

Rathee,” declares a young Muslim man in Uttar Pradesh. Another

/ \ (7 | group of young Jatav men in Agra list out who they follow — Mr.

0 e Rathee is top on the list as are local online “influencers.” Even a

( vl | \ / young supporter of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from

@ \\ é L the Rawat community in Mohanlalganj admits that he regularly

E. .= listens to Ravish on YouTube. Strikingly, almost everyone can

b' recount the content — the details of the different shows and

episodes of these influencers.

This is the first ever social media election in India. Social media

has created avenues for alternate viewpoints outside of the spectre of state control and in the process
successfully created a cognitive dissonance with the government narrative.

Changing contours

Till recently, social media has been a tool deployed by the BJP and Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself.
In the early part of the decade, a “right wing ecosystem” emerged on social media to generate cognitive
dissonance with the existing traditional media. The traditional media, in those early years did not indulge
in active fear mongering. This was the role occupied by the right wing social media, which was openly
politically colored and pushed the boundaries of decency with commentary on Muslims, women, and re-
telling of history. As Kunal Purohit notes in his incisive book H-Pop: The Secretive World of Hindutva Pop
Stars, “It provides ways to disseminate hate and stoke anger against minority groups and rivals each day,
without ever becoming a tangible event, like a hate speech rally or a riot.”

But things have changed, especially as traditional media began to echo much of the content from the right
wing ecosystem, saturating the type of content that was received. People are not being fooled; even core
BJP supporters recognise the extent of this control. In the words of a BJP supporter we spoke to, “The
media only speaks for one side (the BJP).” With a more diverse population using mobile phones and as
more people searched for alternate viewpoints, an opportunity was created for critical voices. Crucially,
these voices don’t align themselves with any political party, allowing them to garner the credibility
vacated by the traditional media. Thus many we spoke to said that it was easier to get the true picture of
what is happening in India through social media. Paradoxically, the traditional media’s shift to more
provocative, biased content for survival, may have ensured its death.

Influencers with views that challenge the dominant narrative have been quick to catch on, helped by the
algorithms. A feature of the algorithms used in YouTube and Facebook is that content that is growing
quickly in popularity will be boosted to the whole user base. Indeed, Mr. Rathee’s video titled, “Is India
becoming a DICTATORSHIP?”, has already garnered 25 million views on YouTube. This is also certainly
an undercount, as snippets of the video have been circulating all over social media platforms.

Social media has also offered a space for political engagement of an increasingly reticent voter, silenced
due to the prevailing environment of fear. In Mohanlalganj, we meet a local Instagram influencer from the
Jatav community who reads shairi and remains publicly apolitical. But his frustration against the BJP is
growing. He tells us, “I see and hear everything. If | speak, I will have trouble.”
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Social media has most rapidly been adopted by the educated youth population. The youth was once
viewed as the core support base for Mr. Modi. However, after 10 years, the aspiration is largely gone and
for many, frustration has come in its place.

The Kurmi population is pivotal in many parts of central and eastern Uttar Pradesh. Once fully behind the
BJP, division among them is palpable in Barabanki. Educated youth frustrated with the lack of jobs and
armed with a narrative derived from social media, have moved away from the BJP — and it shows in the
results. In 2019, the BJP swept the Barabanki parliamentary constituency, but in the 2022 State election,
it lost three of the five assembly constituencies that comprise the parliamentary constituency.

At a very basic level, this is a positive development. In a democracy, diversity of opinion and active
contestation of political views are critical. That these spaces are being prised open is an indicator of the
sites of democratic reclaiming that are emerging in India.

However, the long-term implications need greater interrogation. First, political narratives are now being
shaped outside the formal party system. Traditionally, the party worker and the political intermediary
presented voters with political narratives, connecting them with the political ideologies with which they
were aligned — generating policy demands from the bottom up. But social media is making the party
workers and intermediaries less relevant. This enables greater centralisation within political parties, as
the leader can directly shape narratives. Algorithms also ensure deeper polarisation. What this will do to
party structures and more significantly the public sphere remains to be seen.

Regardless, the emergence of social media as the key player in this election has everything to do with the
complete abdication of the bulk of traditional media from its professional purpose of framing political
issues with credibility. What does this portend for reasoned discussion and the health of Indian
democracy? This is the question that the 2024 election raises.

aﬁa "Ilm Date: 16-05-24
AIEER T FIR AR T Fesifdd qherar

HUTGHhI T

EER 9 & A 3R 9euaT W 39 eF a¥ & v U ff Wl 9t & gHsiar IR Fi
aTae AARSE oTH M| STET T R O F Joc U8 U8 sARITRT & I O S9W &, af A
TRIET & ST & I7elmdl AT § AR T AR ol S| Yfeh AR &1 ST o1 wfdsier SRy g fogrsm
HRA & 50 FeH W gfaar # @l & v grmdhy a1 3uh Aol off | R & facer 71 a AR
I Al TG o U gTr & H 37 WC A (Al el & HRA HT AR 1 ARG Hr o) fager w6
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S Fer & I8 goEsilar g & RRa & &, oeer 33Rer & gdhor efte 78 e afgel &8 i o g &
AT HTel A 38 Gideer ¥ HRA T Hobcd WM IAT A1| 39 38 A AT & de ARG 1 Ig dreen
g o gg afator AR ALy TRAT & A F 9ld GRS A Gell T AT Il § AT HRAT F SRV 37 W
3 SITAT UG g1 AEGR IREASTAT FTR-GRIOT AUl HIRSK HT & BEAT ¢ 3T HRA-HEIA-FUT -
SHIATAS DHINER, TR TGGFAT TRFeTT 15 feoall AT SN-20 doF H AR & FUAAAT o dr of, 39
81 3G S 1 TEAT G| HRA & AT T§ T o351 AsleAyeh HBeldl &

Date: 16-05-24
F4T gart F1 dgfE FEw S ¥ 8 @ §?

AdeT HITd, ( AT F 3YIHSR )

gl & H Uk AfSA sgd AT g3l v el favafde@es & SuR o [Ry-gedd # & A T
AT | v RO & ATIROT ¥ ATl & Sad H & areg 7 g7 arel 91 1§ | AfSAT @R HsaT Hr
g B TSI, AftheT T8 3o & g@e T ATl IHA AR I & A FHlclsl BTEAT ST Teh BICT-AT FAHA
SR 3T AT d WURYT BF g1 F| 3eich ATC-OAT o 3¢ 3T WaRker & @ 3R IJoraarqer whell
gIf&er fGomar o1l 7 #gar i favafdearedl &1 @d 3o« # 1 @&TH | d ©F 35 HUS Ugd & IR
HEN BT WA &1 S TMAo[e o9 d FS Fgad & AU HE Gield § A &7 I § 6 3a9hr vers-forams
Sreh & gl g Tl g

Ig T IR TRATT 81 s I5 Adow ¢ gAR Alger &det AR A e # Th qu g@l- S
I @l H 8- 0r g, S Y S & R # oe, gEse, 3THT QAN A1 GHETT A I
AT AT | Fhel & TRE Al AR Flelel & AT I IR AT R S & a6 F glelid ol & Teh
AT FRHT & FF H G A= HY AT KA § HR FlelT-BHT B FNT AT g1 TE Fed g0 AR
g@ 8 W1 ¢ 1% 3 o/ 3@eadr #7 #3rag R Y&id X &1 PR gar frdr off O & e oema
d & SAFR H ¢ d §H ARl Fa T4

# I I g W@ g fF HRG A AU o ALl §1 HRd & B @ JfAdlel & HEATH, gdeH, MY g
IR o s &1 ofha, 3 3rvare &1 S9 gy oE fr ST Ay §, Y DS e 3oTel el oeTdr| gdevont
T 91 Iar & F 39 ¥ 3% aRdT Erde RSeR g1 TEr FA7 §? g9 39E 594 fov 3ger fRuer
JUITel &l &IV ¢ &1 ATIE 3’ & & g8 & 1| JAfra areafds FRor 5@ a8y §1 i SRoT &g

1. 9RAT IRAR, S TUa-T9w=1 aRar sft nfAer §, 39 s=at A dea, ows, dos, fAevor &,
T ¢ AR GAEABN FI g X & fov dicafed @ axd| fhde #Avgd geffy a1 3=g AvgA gefty
gRER 0 §, o @& A AT W fhamet, ae 3rhay, aRgs Riant e W == &=a &2 58 T g9
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S IR H A1 FEAT TEHG I § b @iell HAr F g, o, 3ER 3R I3 fhcder oo B, i fred ey
Y TgT &, RIfdr of 3R Bhshe & a1 g1 @1 8, la-d a9 T S@elt & o1 Si-ar didigs TR f9am
@ &1 SO0 W 9N I & T &F Woshel @i I Aol W M BT & o) S &1 feAnh Ssar aff @
YE Bl &1 38 faw fordl T et Ay, qroasher AT Siclst I AT & SEIAT ST HehelT|

2. A STaAT AT ToAA I AT &1 FRATS Yoo FT THI VT JEET AT AT &1 FS ST FHgd 9T AT &
foh H fhd a7el goar, # a NfEAT q@T THg HAT §I' dIFad & dF Ig Fgall 96 | 81d & foh & doed
& T S0 AR gara AET AT argar, Fditeh AT @ H GHANT fT FH HERd gl gl St
g & HIs faded AgT g1 FaT 3T Rl T SiFey W IRAT HET ST Fgdl &, A w3y Afzhar Hir

3. T 3i9d IRAT ST 3=oT Siiad f9deT agdr &1 3= Siiad & 3THT 3T 3Shie, 3hNa sfedr
UIeeR, Hg dUg, AHleTalised QMuer 3R B TRITRT A & g1 aera Afsar fis 39 38 a9 @
3T sTonit Y Ferar S &1 IuS AN & U SfiaeT & 3T W IR A & v gug & a8 F
SIF 388 PRI & ofedl & aR H YOT Sfal §, o af 9 el & Fecl ¢ & FAr HIS Ied-Ar Al
AIRT| Gt R U= B SIS, ol &7 # Schsedm giifd adel a1 @rdeh Siidel Sl &l Siefel 3HH Agt
gIcT| 3eTeh AATARAT TE gl & foh a3 g, A Ig oghEesd @Ad o, e 3us fav A a
g AGE Al of ol US| 3HH TU| g 3F Tl H LA HTHEAT 96 X G, Sif AIH digfd &7 & I3
ST 8Tl GorT & aR A Silel | FAST o {ACHS-HeET & &7 H 301 T Tiol| FoAlaqoT o6 aF &Y
3R Iog 8T Fl W & Blhd H|

\\\
= Date: 16-05-24

AR & Farsit & dgcll HeAgear A1 ygfa

ST RS

HRA & Jai3il A el 3TcAgear & ygfd o dhael GATSS =T & fAvy, dfes
TS Gt & AT off Gorr a1 Y W g1 TS R Reprs sgu hr drer
RAIE & 33 ARG H 3cAgar & R Bafa & 39PR &=a g1 RaE &
3TAR, 2022 A HRA A 1.71 @ o9l o ATcAgcar &I, St gfaar & geq s
g1 I 3er Raeas &, et 39 85 Ig J0d ¢ [ IRT H 3cHgAT &
ATHAT T IEdad T&AT gof TE&AT T Hgl 38 & dhal &l IATT GoiiehIoT
goTTell, Hcg & TAfhcdr YA & Al AR IcAGAT F F3 WA Folh &
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FRUT FS ATHAAT PI IdT de Ael gol IIar gl RAE 7 I 8y ey 3mr § & 41 Hrag cdAgaaw 30 av
¥ A 3G F gansit @ H S §

sg% NIY 3% Sifed HROT &, a8 AARS Ty TaAEN, AeIOF o, ol 3fde gHE,
9H Faul # fAtheldr, sa8e 3R e Ram 3nfe vog@ &1 9Rd A Jasi R AEfls Tarey qaeant i
ST PIAT SITET g, oAfhed 348 A SIGIAR SHPT 3UTR Aal IIA| T3 H Fholdr &1 JAcafd o,
Jifarsmmael 3 RAefhl Fr 36T IR BT FT X a3t # HcAgcdT H IR Ghel Tehdl §1 TR,
SN, gETfoe SfgseR, dAcing, 3R IRaR & aaa ff 3mcHsr & v SfR@F &1 FR$ s g B
gar3lt & @ e & 3UAET FH g alell Seol@end gefd off cAgcar # vHE HfAE e HC g
$UF FG 3T FRA A TZROlT, dfdeh Icdiise, Wef fear iR Fanfais dqedal # PRrae o anfae g
e

AT TARELT HATIATT 3TcHGAT &l Udh 37 HRUT gl ART H T 54 HAg AcAGATT AR
LTI GHEAT & HRUT gidl &1 ToIs & caid I AT I § gl drell 3cHscTn3i & AT
TITHIT 23 HIHG YIT T | SHT ThR ART H 8lel dTell ATcHGAIN H AT dAT Siiasd Al HRST Hl
TETIET 20 Frae 3R BT F1 22 BEe A9eT WaT &1 3TF @ e Hee & &RoT 9.1 e 3R
Haul &1 dote @ o 9 PG AT HRA # <&@l a8 §| Jar oisfral 3R Afgensit & «x 37 A
faae, &7 37 # A a0, o afoe Rufa, w9 e, e fRar ik dffe doema o
HICHEAT & HgedqUl &R §| HcHEAT & 3ehsl & ITER, HRA H a¥ 2022 # wdam # fAhelar &
HIROT 2095 SR o HTcHEAT Hhr 2|

$H HYOT FAEAT H FA gool AT IR WEATT 39 f TR & FEd Aees w@eea
SETEhdT, A S AT {3l a6 9gT A FUR, JeT0h gomel F FUR, AHATTSrh-3Mh Fgraar, 97
qaul # WA, e7EA @ Hidd, gedelisa AR TR FHg, MSAT i GFAery 3N aFer@e SerEehar
AR 81 3TF AT WHRT, IR-WHRT Tl IR FHSAT H AeIR FeA 38 glT| Famsit w1 Ig
SR RY el 3Maedes § 6 9 o @AEamsit &1 | & @ 8, 3o dofedus 3R 3R Famue #Alsg
gl 3R 8 YN FHAEIRB ¥ WA Ja3i & odR Siedid T ST 3R 3¢ 38T TR FHSET ST,
' TcHEAT S 93 e O 3¢ ST ST b gl

a3t @l HcAgcar & Fu & AU, 3o ARAs wenfagl v Mg ggae el gelt iR g
IOl # 3Tl S@HTS & FHMT Iaelel glel afgv| 30 Ygfd &l Ashel R AAS TaEeg 1 Ferd]
¢l & fou, AdS Taeey Aarsit w1 @t & T gorer gl AR 37 FEA X W 3T FIEr o
3maegsd gl few yomel & uRade areR 9fiemst A @heldr & gatd @ A e R ey &
IMcATARAY To= WX €T AT gIam| 1R § TET ar3it & v oo flod el Hr TG Hr wier R
3¢ 3TAR UGl FeIT ATRT|
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3R HIg JaAT IMcAecd & faart @ o7 @ &, o 39 frdl fawawey aafda @ aid w3 aige S|
IRAR & FeEd, avd & I RAfhcas Al WA SR aids gdid § g9 & v waedr shaaiien
YA Sgd SR {1 TIEY Sl & ied, wAed i o, Ty siee B, AT camE #)O3iR
delld I HH A & [T TIEY HARSTl | S Helldl Hod HPRIcHS A, dehNcHs TEaRT 1 g7
MU | 3o UF arell F fAFdr a1 Asdear I@e a1fge, St 30¢ G981 Tollg ¢ 3R 3% AATAS gl Fl TeIv|

AAHS TATABT @ ST W gash & GRaRe Al # guRa &1 o SRy varg fonar Sem =nfgel
S HATaT AN A F 0 Ao aRada iy o 3maegshar &, foad fady off safea & arr anfaera
IR W, 97 & YR G IT oA MR W AeHd o Far vl s8F v Tadifas swonifdd, A
8 FEAer AR FASE T AHGAF SN T g HaRTRAT §, Tk TRl o afed A AR
ALY ST HAEATY 3cUeed o g1 3 o & 33 A Jgiadi i g1 dh| IR-ery Fareat 3R
greTfoie FRISAT F MTcHARAT hATH & [T TRRhar A Tara 3R NfSar & Gerar Jee &a
& T 3T =T TR

HICHEAT & RO IR 0 AUe & T FHdl bl & TN & S AT HIA T HTARISAT g
WHR & 57 fear & 310 Haw Fr afer 3R RawiT 3e7 sohcer ™ W EIT Higd T ART|
Tolelifae sTorifFd & & McHgcT AHATH F Tdh TST IrAfHGIT ST ST Thdl gl 3T o gaed
gofc Jrefed foham Sier =Mfigu] TR & 58 FAEN @ fAues & fAv T #Aoqd USET W0Enfa fanfad
T AIRT 3R 5T FETTaIT W €I ST ATRT|

Jar3i @1 Siae aﬂgu%aﬂTmWSFgﬁma#aﬁ$ﬁma§H§%%IWﬁm
fre ot AT FT 7 &, 3% 3G & for w3 7 orseh aiRe R FFEmt ¥ R F AW
dgR HfasT & foIv 9ard@ X EeT a1fgu| 3cAgcar ot off fondl Tasar &1 et «18r g1 377 AR
C & AT H HICHEAT A T Yy Ueh R FHEAT ToAcl S W@ 81 SAehell, UHATH IO IR
AASS JAE ARl AR 7 38 AT & AN T Fehd ¢ 3R Jash & R Shaed Sl &
39T YT Y T &l

ford off o1 & Jar 30 g F WeAfor-3nfe e & fg f g3 @ € a1 qEy ewal A FE A 39 Ay
FT TSI U7 Bld &1 3T T TR cHEcAT FlT 2l &l Igd T HA gl 84 & 8 H 39
AT 9gfd T AT wSC HIAT BN IR HUA M T gaT Al HT TAE 3e¢ G« & AdAOT H
I BT
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