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Why U’khand Burns

The Himalayan state has emerged as India’s most ecologically fragile. We’re to blame.

TOI Editorials

Last five years have seen a dangerous rise in forest fires across
Uttarakhand’s central Himalayas, from Nov to June. Northeast states,
once most prone to long-ranging forest fires, pale in comparison to
the inferno Uttarakhand finds itself in with increasing intensity and
longer duration. Even winter fires have increased manifold in both
frequency and intensity. In fact, Uttarakhand inaugurated its New
Year with a fire raging in the forest behind Nainital, thick smoke
billowing on the horizon, haze over Naini Lake.

Missing the trees | There is heightened global concern over the
sharp uptick in forest fires in this Himalayan region, stretching
across Uttarakhand and Nepal. The impact is evident - loss of life,
belching carbon emissions, shrinking forest area, loss of habitat and

entire microbial ecosystems and biodiversity burnt to cinders. The
smoke that travels impacts the health of people over a very large area. Tourism takes a body-blow, and
the crippling impact on the state economy and its resources. Dry extreme warming, heatwaves that are
the new normal, and human activity - the what and how of forest fires are well documented.

Fanning the flames | The core question is why Uttarakhand, where forest fires were never a hazard,
reached this point. Forests were onceover 50% of Uttarakhand’s land cover. Swathes of forest area have
been sacrificed at the altar of development, much of which has not been judiciously planned or designed.
It is long established that deforestation contributes to increased risk of fire, fragmented forest cover is
also a fire risk. Reducing tree cover and ground vegetation dries out forests. In turn, fire-damaged forests
are weakened, and deforestation often follows. Post-mortems of forest fires by authorities can only douse
the flames but cannot put out the real fire - callous human activity despite the evidence of severe
warming and extreme weather events. That’s what Uttarakhand govt must acknowledge.

The Economic TIMES Dutest-05.24

Neo-Orientalism and Its Discontents
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Rightly calling out Occidental double standards.
ET Editorials

Orientalism is alive and kicking. This was one of the key takeaways from S Jaishankar’s interaction with
this paper last week, where he also reminded us that tackling neo-Orientalism isn’t about India getting
prickly, but the need for the world to engage with, and understand, India’s PoV. This applies for the
world, but clarity must begin at home. Which it has. The foreign minister’s take on a post-Western
monopolistic narrative was an argument for India’s own voice to be heard — no longer via ventriloquists
— by world powers, which themselves have changed in the post-Cold War landscape. Jaishankar called
out something that was known, but spoken only sotto voce earlier — that ‘there are self-proclaimed
people with different interests’ and what the West preaches, practises, its agenda, its objectivity ‘or lack
of it’ must be factored in.

Gone are the days when a handful of countries emerging victorious out of a world war fog defined what
was geopolitically and geoculturally kosher and what wasn’t. The multipolar world that India advocates
isn’t the 19th-century version of ceaseless geopolitical competition, but one in which countries like itself
are not just seen but also heard. Neither does India share China’s hegemonic world view where anti-
Westernism is a neurosis suited up as foreign policy. India is the world’s fifth-largest economy, home to a
sixth of humanity’s population. It is also a microcosm of aworld encompassing both rich G7 countries as
well as least developed nations. This gives India the moral (read: political) heft and prerogative to push
back against double standards — whether as depicted by sections of Western media or voices
representing states. What's sauce for the Western goose should be sauce for the Indian gander.

There is much to be said for Mary Lathrap’s call to ‘judge softly’, and to ‘walk a mile in his moccasins/

Before you abuse, criticise and accuse’. But it is also important to come across as not being hypersensitive
to critique. Mature democracies respond with reasoned argument, not in fits of piques or knee-jerk sulks.
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THE HINDU

Date:07-05-24

India’s press freedom has rapidly declined in recent years

According to the press freedom index, India is currently ranked 159 out of the 180
nations analysed.

THE HINDU DATA TEAM, [ With inputs from AFP and Reuters. ]
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India is ranked 159 out of the 180 nations
considered in the 2024 edition of the press Th .

e shaky fourth pillar
freedom index, published by the organisation ky P
Reporters Without Borders. While this is a cnar s The o shows i rnking nthe e oo
marginal improvement from last year, India’s ( / E s onrtheyoss

The data for the charts are sourced from Reporters Without Borders’ World Press Freedom Index
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Scandinavian countries — Norway, Denmark,
and Sweden — were the best performers, while
Eritrea, Syria, and Afghanistan were the worst. Among the BRICS countries (the old list), Brazil and South
Africa enjoy greater press freedom than India, whereas China and Russia are ranked lower. Among South
Asian nations, except Bangladesh, all the other countries rank better than India in the latest list.

While India’s press freedom has eroded in recent years, the slide has been steeper in many other
countries. But many countries have shown a record increase too. Table 3 lists the biggest losers and
gainers in the press freedom rankings of 2024, compared with 2019. Bhutan was ranked 80 in 2019 and
slid to 147 in 2024, showing the biggest decline. Hong Kong and Afghanistan followed. On the other hand,
the Central African Republic, Timor-Leste, and Montenegro recorded the biggest increases.

[taly and Argentina, which belong to the set of countries where press freedom rankings have dropped in
the last five years, were discussed in detail in the report. Argentinian President Javier Milei’'s decision to
shut the public press agency Telam is a “worrisome symbolic act,” the report says. In Italy, a member of
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s coalition government is trying to acquire news agency AGI. Despite
improvements in its score, Greece has been criticised over its continued failure to deal with a scandal
around wiretapping journalists by the intelligence service and the murder of veteran crime reporter
Giorgos Karaivaz in 2021.
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Notably, the Wall Street Journal has announced that it will shift its Asia headquarters from Hong Kong to
Singapore, in a letter sent to staff and seen by AFP. The U.S. newspaper said its decision comes after other
foreign firms have reconsidered their operations in the financial hub. Hong Kong authorities this year
introduced a new national security law, which critics say expanded the city’s powers to prosecute
dissidents and was scaring away foreign businesses. This law expands on a national security law
implemented by China in 2020 to quell the huge and sometimes violent pro-democracy protests that
swept Hong Kong in 2019.

In Israel, Al Jazeera went off air on Sunday after the Benjamin Netanyahu government shut it down
following a long-running feud. The Qatar-based channel decried the move as “criminal”. Israel’s press
enjoys less freedom in 2024 compared to 2019: the country’s ranking dropped to 101 from 88.
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e FAR g, ( 9@F T w=@aR vd TeEfas fravs §)

qel g FA-FATS higd aOHAE Tsteiiicd H qd IWISCUTT TH. dhar =145 &1 3drsl geil Sreah a1 =g
BTl # 3egiel al 997 Toieiiicish faspfaal T 3R et feeman| ggel, geeee 3N @, afsat & aoehfd
QT Golagel ol ISdld Hd ol clehdd H 39T HI STt ¢ foh ifa, Rewia 3R FiEA It fGarRumr &
YR W gl &1 3R 38 3R o @97 390 5 o, AR Fr o @ T 2 o R ang o e
ol 3 G Feeld ©, Gog Uoh & H g & Al AH & gl T H| d 37U AAc T JHTella=ll Hld &,
30 @ $5 e & sToF gid 81 Arg T feoqolt AfeRfSra ot Fenell 8, fohg & 3emeor o &1 gRamom
& EUR R HIARTH-IARH FeOT & §Tg 8 W 3ereor el S| #19g 3@el #§ 36 G & A g,
fSa TeEfaes #Ader & g gld &) SEfAU 95 qodee Hiee HT HoTA P Fellg Sohd UL ad &
f& Zoleee el arel I Wie-f[AUrS e o ANT 4 AIEU| gefdcel el WHe-fAUreh A1 3wy AdT Fd
gl, AN g UIET oAt T FeAld U9 FedeT & 9T oIl 8Tl a9 3019 Golagd Hleled Pl Hslqd Feflel
&1 e 3R ge oareT ST SAfdehar i 398t fRER X @ 87 Goldad @ WcdHlge ool dreil @ a7 faurh

goded # S 78 78 &, ofhd Rod 3o el # I8 AR a9 S §) AT § UgS ot Ig W 3
93 TR W oIl S g & 3 aAeRe & fov e W@ arar o g g Siv o -l sgi & Fgr
Tl AT ASAEAT I I& W § fAadA=T qidg TGS HEAT FAT HEIF & fehe W I a5 € &,
Fifeh HSTIT o 3T SR 3ol Fo1d RIeifided ¢ag shsAfsar & feave ¢ fGam ot 3R off qamer A g
fReT & e ot a1 TRl T feohe @ical & FROT AASS T & Tl Al TaET TWIRT A H AT g
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S gol # AR ANhdT & Teg & WX F g, ag V1 el WoRmsit iy rdem off THTERd A& o9,
dfthet feshe & e W X IR oI gof § gaArg 31 Ikl FAgearhian AR IawRaredr &
3TaT FIT &gl oI Fehell 87 TaSeeT & foh 2024 & Seh@stm Iord # oY WH oIdeel HT T§ Seheilcl 3aTe0T
der| Sfergrer A H [AyanEt & v Ja5 75 e B3 Aae & gierdr & gad 3Rie agaror
I HERISE & HEIHAT U & FEADT ST IsT UT| G Tedor Uod el S sigat dear & 311 97|
dg SAHEH AT AN el oI IQ, Afhel JCTWHT e §aA1 AT Sd & a1 A1 & fAT gaR X @ &
@ & 7F fAfe qasr 3R q@ wiag do fAeas F o tar & R ae dieas Ree & deeeR
3@, dfehel TodU # gU e Sear # IdAh WS HA H oz 9B Feus Ria@ar @ wi@w 7 3me 3,
AfFeT a8 a TR HFEAT A| ST Aar Safier Afgd Tfied &1 4 s e 7 oy W s@e ¢
T 3R 9 e YAR T N H MAST & Y| Giolsl HUT FHGY RS Usiellicleh AT & o
TEI g1 Th Adena Ruras & Jegd@md o S &1 o/d 3arpor o adf &1 g1 30 o7 H da%e
SIRES AfFd Al & g Rg @A i a9 aay Adar @R oo 7 afda g 751 Ry & sie &
gHd o TO THT Ugd & HCEN & IRY A FTREA & ugel SENG S TFAS WRA H HEIHA
ST UT| AT & Golded EReT IRAR & T ¢ T HOY &I Aol gl HHT queh Aot & Fo o
AAT-GeT el T & v qRaR i arer &1 fRE g & @er & dhd 872

HISTIT § HEHF H T Agsia g ey Hr ger 3R TPz el & fAchedr & Tod IoT # Foltel @S
T GoRr IeTeT AR Fread AR g A ALIAN yg § HUAGSAS ddh @ geadl UsT| I AR
TASH ST Tohdl g1 Gl &1 ASTIT & Tol AT HT THST ST Tohdl & FARCEI FHTI TEE Toodl IeAld DIX I
HAE o TEel & IRMEAEAN A foeilad X e o1, Afthel gofie & idehare & favey du¥ & =g+
® federd S FegH 937 g & 914 di¥e (o e fSeg & rams aear & aiffe gl # Ha
FAST S0? Ig Fardl Gl $AR R & #AH & 3o 81 FHola: HAd R STtk elindsm 3ugara
39 & feshe W ST &, HIR 3T 16197 & ehe W o8 @ &1 ST ol H $H IR 3fehel clind3T oA
o5 W §l UG SEIAT T goll @ a3 3FHIGaR e &1 &ard g, S fh 2014 & gRamom # &S
IR AT W F 3T Acs@ra Adri-sRIesarsit ST AT gEm, S a2l I UTel & S-S 3919 18?

HeFehaTol fasiey e &1 AFem AR o Roreed g1 2019 # &9 & Rehe W SfEIor foeell & ollenarst
gA1g gR felex ger AN & edie (Mee) A Redie (@dee) X AT 3R 3erel et smorar & enffier &
AT| 3 G A o NhEH Iard H AT § S8 H g0 & S &H Fide Shd I, 3087 F SIEer
A 50 IR AT fEHAT TS §1 3061 # & A1 # AT gU RAT 913 F F IoAid § Tgel HeA@d g3
& §O@uT & 3¢ AoR3ferel fhaT S @1 W 37l 3eMeR0T Tofelid H aAfdeh Hedl & Udel T Alisesh
I ST arel gell 3R A T HOTR HA WsT Al &1 TH A goldeel W 3HeT & 3¢l § UL WA
e 3R JEdarE oeTer g1 Goleed 3 off g w81 I goe & sifae wor & yemh aifta g
J% Golacel ol TAAel ST Ig dl edlell dAall THT 3T 3T § b ollhdd & AWl Soled T T & ol
coldcol3il @l Heeh fA@ET 8ff SEY &1 SR GRIACR ATt @) o g

5



&/

ME www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (07-05-2024)

Date:07-05-24

qdfed AR A WIS AFG $HT Faars A
eTord Y TEsTAaT-afshadr &1 fAder far ¥ Fer &
foh fererdl aTaTel, @ #X IAE §U A, F a9
ol A arel RSy R AE &1 ex3d, Tg
Paaw &, S SIRWI AR &R &1 g o TR
Fehrel U @R & 9fd dlef 93 A1 g1 I 3EE T
ware o 7 W e & 38 gee & wds
gl A Bl ®is o TR HepeAT TG
IaTEl $T deldd Sidl Sl &1 STH WPRT Jehred, S
HIAAISTT 98T & Bl 8, I 379el U Halell § T 3Teldl Hehdl §, T d oI HATell I SAeIget L el ST
gl 5dqn|u%’¢d{|d|3frﬁ$r§3ﬂ3’lw’5“, S 3¢ TAR & A WK Aedr g1 50 ufa 7 sgaa &
T GTRY gehicil & Yal &l gehlel I ASTeiliceh fIsal & IMUR W &1, 3Hh GAaT FETHN & IR
IRT ST AR Aegelr 3R aAfcien v da@ Sy 3medae &) Toid 3R 3HeTe gohiell & T § HeheAT
S TS W FHAGAR @l oIl Bl ISy HheHT SNl S Bl ST H welr ek & A @i fh 3w
goAars fosuet g greel alies & grefl, 38 3idd: S [Helem| T§T FaE 997 &7 wararehe v 3-Afshaar
¥ g §, ST I 9T SfAHI I ARl F FAT Gof Fel odeh AT & F-HATEN g S 81 T§ arsd
HIeT g1 38 S & 38 WYAS [Aeuid &1 @se g Sifal 8, 98 oIst e & fau ~graaifaehr &1 aesT
§3ﬂ%l$ﬂ?—‘laﬂﬁ$ﬁvaq'lw AT 3GTeldl & a8l & TOREr 8l &I dlhlg ldl & difeh Id hr
GlTET g1 Heh| HeheH W WA g3| gt 1 =arg el Ig ool drfvia drble &1 9g: @1 I/ m § 6
93 @ 93T His, Tgi b Toh FREAGR A H o aramgl & Hehdel 3R eTeral & TOREN o gl ¥ al ged
W@ &1 3HY =T cgaEdr &1 AR fRIieRd gl W g wated SOy & ool fder # 56 Ay g1 g
EUfy &1 veh giAAEr gsdrel &1 3feTeldl T Aishd gl §1 S8 3iarsl # b ORI & GE Uge] WA 37
o Fifeh ‘Plg AW AW #H & IFd & 9% cg & 7L, AT & 9% gy off giar g1’ &1 Jg
a1 ARRIAT FT IS &2 AT, THHT NI HAT § TR T F3 IR =T g oI g 7 anforel &
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