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Fix the Judicial Supply-Demand Gap
ET Editorials

That India’s judiciary is overwhelmed with cases is wellknown. One of
the reasons for delay in dispensing justice is the misalignment
between demand and supply of judges. Five high courts — Allahabad,
Punjab and Haryana, Gujarat, Bombay, and Calcutta — have
reportedly 171 vacancies as of April 1, 2024, accounting for over 52%
of total vacancies of 327 posts in 25 high courts. Sanctioned strength
of judges across all high courts is 1,114, and 29.4% of positions are
vacant. Citizens, especially marginalised, bear the brunt of this
shortfall. There are almost 62 lakh cases pending in high courts. This
needs rectifying.

There are several reasons for this HR crisis. One, appointment of judges is governed by Article 217 of the
Constitution, and the mechanism used for selecting judges is time-consuming. Two, political tussles between
the executive and judiciary over names and ‘other’ factors, as exemplified in the Saurabh Kirpal case — a
member of the LGBTQ+ community who was recommended for judgeship first in 2017 — is a case in point.
Three, Indian judges are underpaid compared to their counterparts in developed countries. Their pay has only
increased threefold in the last 65 years. According to the National Judicial Compensation Survey, adjusting for
inflation, they actually earn much less than before. So, not many are keen on taking up judgeships.

A robust legal system is vital for promoting good public governance. Therefore, this crisis must be handled
with urgency and adroitness. Substantial funding increases for hiring more judges, modernising court facilities
and digitising procedures to cut delays in justice delivery must be prioritised.
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This is the year to get the SDG goals back on track

Srikumar Chattopadhyay, [ is a retired scientist. ]
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) The United Nations summit on Sustainable Development Goals
b (SDG), that was held in New York (September 18-19), assessed
b ?} progress towards achieving the SDGs. The Agenda-2030, which
e ———— q was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015, identified 17

SDGS %) 4| = SDGs with 169 specific targets to be achieved by 2030. The
e e B R ‘f‘g .~ programme is internationally non-binding, but all countries
A have committed to work towards these goals as transiting to

sustainable development is a common global endeavour.

|
]
SRR | slow progress

Progress, according to available reports, is off track. From 2015 to 2019, there were some improvements,
although grossly insufficient to achieve the goals. The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and other global
crises have virtually halted progress. Apart from slow progress, and little or no attention towards the goals
related to the environment and biodiversity (including responsible consumption and production, climate
action, life below water, and life on land), it is a matter of great concern that the current practice of pursuing
SDGs defies the integrated and indivisible nature of SDGs. We are far from the overarching target of balancing
human well-being and a healthy environment. The present trend, if it continues, will lead to accelerated
environmental degradation and the purpose of transiting towards sustainability defeated.

Given this emerging scenario, the UN SDG Report, 2023 identified five key areas for urgent action:
Commitment of governments to seven years of accelerated, sustained and transformative actions to deliver
on the promises of SDGs; concrete, integrated and targeted government policies and actions to eradicate
poverty, reduce inequality and to end the war on nature with a focus on advancing the rights of women and
girls and empowering the most vulnerable; strengthening of national and subnational capacity, accountability,
and public institutions to deliver accelerated progress; recommitment of the international community to
deliver and mobilise resources to assist developing nations, and continued strengthening of the UN
development system.

World leaders took cognisance of the situation, reaffirmed their commitments and agreed to step-up efforts
to deliver SDGs, our global road map out of the crisis, by 2030. But how far these global pronouncements are
operative at the ground level remains a big question.

Results that deserve deliberation

A team of 64 scholars analysed 3,000 studies, mostly peer-reviewed published articles across the world to
examine ‘Scientific evidence on the political impact of the sustainable development goals’ within national and
global governance to address pressing challenges of poverty eradication, social justice and environmental
protection. The results, which were published in the journal, Nature Sustainability, September 2022 issue
(under the leadership of Professor Frank Biermann of the Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development
Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands), deserve wide deliberations, especially in the context of Agenda
2030 implementation.

The authors look at five dimensions: global governance, domestic political systems, the integration and
coherence of institutions and policies, the inclusiveness of governance from local to global level, and the
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protection of ecological integrity. They concluded that ‘the SDGs thus far have had mainly discursive effects
but also have led to some isolated normative and institutional reforms.

However, effects are often diffuse, and there is little evidence that goal setting at the global level leads
directly to political impacts in national and local politics. Overall, our assessment indicates that although there
are some limited effects of the SDGs, they are not a transformative force in and of themselves’.

In this context, another UN report, ‘Future is Now’ (2019), perhaps provides some guidelines for action. It
emphasised that ‘The true transformative potential of the 2030 Agenda can be realised through a systemic
approach that helps identify, manage trade-offs while maximising co-benefits.” By co-benefit the stress is on
the activities that, while addressing one SDG, will help address others at the same time. The report suggests
adopting locally best suited entry points following regional and national priorities and applying four levers —
governance, economy and finance, individual and collective action, and science and technology to propel our
actions along the entry points.

Actors from these levers must develop partnership and establish novel collaboration to design and rapidly
implement integrated pathways to sustainable development corresponding to the specific needs and priorities
of the country. This will ultimately contribute to global transformation. In the prologue to this report, Gro
Harlem Brundtland, former Prime Minister of Norway and renowned for the famous Brundtland report, ‘Our
Common Future”, expressed the hope that politicians and policymakers will take note of the suggestions
advanced in this report and steer the world towards sustainable development.

An important year
The year 2024 is an election year across the world. At least 64 countries, both developed and developing,

accounting for 49% of world population, will go to the polls. Perhaps, it is important for all the newly elected
governments to ponder over the sustainability issue and align their national policies accordingly.
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CATfEeH IGWOT HT HIHAT
S

derdlsel 175 SRit & wiafafedl & oRiel & vsfId gl 3R confes yquor (Plastic Pollution) & fawes &
ﬁvmﬁwﬁqmmﬁmwmﬁaﬁr%aaﬁmaﬂsﬁmﬁagﬁmm%ﬁ;
fepe wfosa & gfaar su vy W Rl FgAfd W agg Tl 3R coTifed & qATEROT F g dTel
TRl I IR IS TR T Hehall|
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cefees JeyuT (Plastic Pollution) T @ehi cREReNT ol @fAfa &1 siterar & =il o g & & g3
SEYETd, MY 8 o 3l Uq & 91g Tk SIdd & Sraelg Cellieed 3cUige T AT TT F H o]
FIg ATST TEATT el def Hbr|

31fepTer ST STET 39 919 W TEAd & o colliesd 3cuiesT & folv Sard s & 3RIAS Teld T ol
TellieEh ® & JfdA uee d g@h AT Shaeas # Collifed YeNoT § fAuesy & ravashar §
dfthel F@ et o el o $Hb Iculead TR HIS HAT IJRITUT HLAT T LT Tl gl

UgiehfHehel HUeel 32T 3N &S AT HHAGH o 3H TEAd & ol oIS | 30 a1 9 I6d &
o A & collffesh & Yeshor 3N FTRT JaUT W EIT hiod fhar S|

g a1 Tl Sed ¢ T HERT geUe 3R AT Wl Shigd diell X Tolieesh e ¥ AU &
fore giee =€t gl ¥t gfear & & a¥ 40 s e coTfdes HERT Icuried gian g1 gierar s A 3T o
mﬁrwmaﬂbﬂmaﬁ%ﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁmwgﬂéﬁwgm%‘l

HTRhTRr Collieesh HeRT FHal IR FW & & A S g1 Tolliesd HARF diferer glar § fSaenr Sifasw
39T AGT BT & THTAT TET TATC Al 8l gl 3ThI 3cared ufshar off dae3w T &1 3cgorT Hear
g1 gifoeRsaesT i ufear 3R Icaee wdr Bl

FARFT A ARE Tholl AT RS & IFAG & Hdlgedh 2019 #H Tollidesd [@HAOT & HROT 2.24
afeTes TAT geNor gam ST SRAT T dMYHAT el arell gl I8 600 H¥er Jdarfed dd fosel =&_F &
3cHSld & R g1 IR FEG aifffes gefr & A & @y 3@ o 2050 dF carifesd Scures 5.13
afaTesT 8 ST, el € dd e §H HBeldydeh JraX &5 &l HehTaeiiehior Y Teb &l

%Wﬁﬁ%@éﬂﬁ@m%ﬁ%%ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ@h@hﬂmﬁ
W A 93 W 81 gfadr # ard MY confesd 3cdiest wufaar siared $uer safaar & 81 fid $o gt
# cof¥es H o Th o5 TaT A 1S § AR 98 § A TET W SHHT go9e1d |

geA AR At corffed & 3 7 dhad $HE G # dfesh M¥erer F o qiv aw §| FHRd Huers yomer
IR+ FABUT dEeld »om’@o:h%mmmg%ﬁﬂﬁmﬁ@%%ﬁﬁ@@ﬂﬁ%%@
W%IW*ui%w@c*aﬁmw%qu ggel &F Sl g1 U H 3cUIGe] e $hich &f ofel 3arey &
SH HHEAT ¥ A9 S Fehal &

Tl 2022 H HRA o Collf¥cesh Hedl Gate (HAee) e 2021 o) fRar ar foas dga 19 Aot #
Tehel SEAATS dlel Cellieceh UX YT SRIRAT AT AT gTeAifeh & U H Tehel $TAATS dlel Fol Tl H
dhael 11 BIFET &1 W 3 o 31T SEAATS USeo A TRIT ST T@T § THIA AT T Sofehr faishl wel T@T
gl
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Ig G 1 a1 § T Collieesh 1 THEAT &l ol el a1 ddeiieieh ®9 & qAicd BT g 3 W g
3% ToId S5 oIPId alel [dhed TMH 18T 3T W &1 PIe-31FgseusT AT TAliiesd Tl alel ASHhisH
AH ATy JF AN #7 3cure o FE TerT S Henl &1 ergier @ H g HARET § ST@T ara
AT HT grad gk &7 aTddid 50 a¥ & 37d H glelr g
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HUTEhIT

BAR ¥ # AT dlX R gofit T A 81 Tl 310a R & o3- ol T TIATST I@aA Hl HIFA”A Fd
¢ FIR 3! ATAITSIH FI&T FI o afaTd ANfaord caaear H Falr T &1 TAIR el 37 H 3oh
TAELT &l @A W & fau AT S cgaeen & s 30 9 3% fov gaica g =87 W & I8
Sasig w61 ¢ o golait & Tov Ty ST & A A #Rd TR 3 A Fed e qrRiEe WO
TSt aer g7 TRIAT ef¥eh & TFaR 1 S TRIAE a9y o & U (9 H I =7 § 6 oRA @
dsll @ dedl HEET B TR P QA 3R gefd $H AR A0 W & v gaep! Fareeg &A1 &
SRR A ST Tl 1 ARl §| grelieh T el T wehdl Mo FAELT AT & ATell YA AR el
NSl A & o1 & et & fov Tareey @ Feftrd giaumsid & fAedR g3 §, afhe 58 3R Ay e
Sl HATST 3R & & @ A &, Fife e 37 arel o A Al & Aol arerm ‘emeer samer &
Tl §

RIS, deolc FUfcat & gopeit & el A5 & folgrsl @ SFMer HATEET H S ISl &l IRaN 3R
qATST & AARFT Jaeumid o & Fo W& HAgA-FEe €, F6d $§ ) qofait @ a1 o 398 el
usch A1 Y 37¢ HAK Fraurd Ao §1 AFce, T & &7 & €A & AAS A ¢@ o ST 37 &
A & T ST od W S & 39 39T s /AT AT A8 AT gran| St gedl 37 & 1Y Jgd &
fogreT & 3 0 Rufaar der a1t € s 3¢ Tareey S\ 7 o SeT Sid Usdl &1 gTelifeh 379
AT S aTHe Td e Tiftreor & gopet @ off AT s T giaer e Y & g1 9 FEeey €A &
wmwm@ﬁmmlﬁmﬁwﬁm%ﬁwﬁmmmww
S Ugel I S I IWifohd dal &l
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Fellcah 8IS HIC of 'ST3 BT o9 &' Fged T cHEcAT & v Inge f Aoft F @ & 71 ¥ f&2m)
3feTeld 3Yfdslelh SO & I3 IMcAged & AT 3HAE & AFS AT SIfCeAdB # T A & Heg W
faaR X @ @ T FeAledh & 3z A FTRGMER & qredl # Ald & Fef@d & goar & v sha= &
HRET & S FTfAT W HeTord o T§ HeTl IRY g fb aredl R Fifehrerdt 1 g & e g
Y | AT & AT §F ToF H I Y B A F AT Fgl| Tohel ol A fis A Fofed 3ered & I
AU & YR 9T FgT AF dIaT A IR aTal Al AT ST TohdT| JeTad o Oar 3R gl g &
STaS[G AT HeT H et 1 f5h Fd gu

A @ Wiel X f&ar| fFAer 3R aiffies 9g W gl & srace WATfoieh Hedl &l 37eleY e dTel
qEY IcHIATT & Toid AT TSical FHATCT X Tham &1 39 TATST H T & AT TcHSAT & HATHT
9ed ST @ &1 AT HsH Rebis U & 38R Ah vh @rer (2022) 7 9icy =T 468 el o 37aeir STt
oMl ge & Sl o arelt & Jamsit 1 §Ear ot S W@ gl WA JATSS qTRaRe RO & ofter
el F od g1 FAATAT & HqaR 39N fSieal & Ihar T, fARTr @ A1 3 & AT FIeA drel
#ff AARA® d W s T IR 81d &, [9T$ hd I TRMaR 379 HATeAr, IRaR ar A3 @1 & w|d
g, ogdr g AT Fr STl g1 59 §1d ¥ SABR Aal AT ST Hhdl foh AGIHS TdISal, 3ollgal,
3cdisel AR QW #S ST & 3T 3T o ST 3Ol S o od §1 FIR 0 HAHT H haol Hergell &
GRTeT HI T el el g1 HTohT TET gl ST TehclT| 3McH- ITeAlfel X MRl & UTI-EAI0T Felol aTeil &
9fd A Stel St TEATT &l A1 W1 8, IHRT SURT Bloll, THTSS A R 3Edchd 3R foRERd grer
¢l 3 TT F eI gl Fdh F g FeH 35T TST g |

6



