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My Marriage, My Way

Laws make marriage complicated. State’s role should only be in registering
marriages, not specifying sacraments

TOI Editorials

Divorce can be the true test of marriage. This was one takeaway from a
case SC judged this week. It was hearing a couple that on its path
towards divorce, took a singular leap, and asked for its marriage to be
declared invalid instead. On the grounds that no “customs, rites and
rituals” had been performed. Justices BV Nagarathna and Augustine
George Masih granted the required “relief” and also an illuminating
tutorial on the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. In a nutshell, per law, a
marriage performed without “appropriate ceremonies” cannot be said
to be “solemnised”.

Why is this jaw-dropping? Because up and down the country Indians

get married in a glorious diversity of ways. And all of these should have
equal standing in the eyes of modern law. But between the different laws that pronounce rigidities on the
matter, they don’t. The judges in this instance declared, “marriage is not an event for ‘song and dance’ and

‘wining and dining’.” But why can’t it be? Or rather, in the countless cases where it already is, surely law
shouldn’t ruin the party.

HMA itself has been criticised for flattening wedding practices over time. As examples, scholars point to
the fading of matrilineal practices like Aliyasantana in Karnataka and Marumakkathayam in Kerala.
Besides, it only refers to Sagai, Kanyadan and Saptapadi. That’s very despiriting for, say, Shubho Drishti
and Arundhati Nakshatra. Not to mention all the marriages that completely sidestep the named trinity.

[s there any elegant solution to all this confusion and exclusion? Yes! The state should remain the registry
for all marriages, but no longer have anything to do with sacraments and ceremonies.

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 does wear the dress of such a solution. But, from its 30-day notice to how
it's being undermined by anti-conversion laws, its embodied reality is citizen-unfriendly. Moreover, the
vast majority of marriages take place under other, religion-based laws, which, like HMA, have very
specific requirements for a “solemnised” marriage. What we need is a dramatically reformed version of
SMA, where it becomes the sole interface between the state, law and citizens. Why should the state only
recognise marriages that limit themselves to a rigid menu of options? Real India certainly doesn’t. Quite
happily so. But SC reminded us how vulnerable this happiness is. Better check if your wedding meets the
“appropriate ceremonies” criteria.
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SHH FE R AG fF 30N FE AR FelT & ey HH AT § O 38 W HRaS @ wRTl R
lelel T A H ol dlell g USTAT 3N 30el ITASRT Sl AT ATl o6 3R 380 W& AFAET
T Hehdl AT o) o FaTel 3o Famstliaes &1 Uod $o 9T @ vada Herery I $31 1 afshadr o
el LT e fohar § 3R I 4RO &6 § fh erser & foed @i & et sars A dsl IS g
MR 38S @Y @ fAueh goll 7 w3 IR Farer 3o1¢ § fF I avwr wfeEt A glawr R smEt &
W??W?@WW@W%WWWﬁW&IH RE & 3MIg T@ar gl
fagefr Tiféat & 3RGT & Ig AT I AoR3ET X AT I Tohal fh I 39 g F TofAd IRIAT &
SO H 37 @l ot H @ST Al ¢ AR Jg ot @w § &% &S Aldh W ge eredt H AR F 5 A
HRAA T I[N 3018 TS F

warel § o fohdll @lefe 9T 33el 1 e 31 3R SARIGR §, o IR-aR fauefl gl & AT 3iererdl ds
I R @ 3HRT HAT W AL Al 36 W §1 JUAR A Akl & Feol STl & IRYT & 53 U A |
w@qaﬁé@rw%&ﬁmﬁéﬁaﬁwmmmmwmmﬁyw%%
T ST UsiEl & &9 # &l & faAt @ &t § 3R 39 3 aAeiet & [Wore geq sias 786 a3
T, St Gieeer g 8 & T &, I8 & & FHE & a-aldel W ue I) R e garfear
foremer &, St 39T TG & AT W W@l § PR A AT & A B Teh Ml IR BT g df 3T
lehcid 3R STl & AR R o werrg q89m| s I & & 1 & &F 1 ao @ Nod o aa77
¥ 3@ GOy F &% Fare 38 2

ARIE FHT Tolg A 3feTerd o Ig o gl & s @ g wash @ § a I8 Suar =@1fev foF Aoqd
AdT, &l R TGI8l HHAR 9 361 ARTRHT I {AAGT T §, Toletehl & &1 9 Hehod ofcl 81 36
feoqolt & ST & IRVFER R TT & Fdey & T H @I ST TohaT g, oTTe 379G AT St § &
it & Ao HASRT HT golel T fohar S| wT Tk a¥ ggel A HIE AT 3R T o 55 &1 g
Torg &1 15 o o ag 39er FrIdel ¥ 9 &1 ARle U1 o wY| MY rered $r feoaolt g7 a9 &1 gART
A T Toiell @l Tofellicren ARt oX o6l R &1 ST 1 el Fdfdd e ATETIR el &l ST &
AR T Rt $r Aled Far T aiige F et oy & 3RERar & 99 3 &1 e F3 a)
AR I ARG Il oIl gl SH g & cIdeR HT Ush TATHIAS oIdliell Jg 8IdT & [ drEdideh SRl
Y feTer P 9T &1 T H 331 & 1A I8 f9aR e &7 gad ¢ b fGush gaf & o 3rererdr a&
& @I 3EH FREAAT F dF N T &7 W ¢, 98 3GH @ 1 6 g a genfag w @ § 3R 39
e ARl 7 AT GUR T A SR &
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| URd @ A YA g AT IARST 1 @erel AfSAT Hr Ageaqor
AT Bl §1 ToATd YR T TR deoled T ol @ Iolld AR
ﬁ%mmﬁma?aﬁvagﬁam@ﬁﬁg’rmdl g, ofher st
AfSAr & SIRC fadre, er8-thare AR NI AT JERTE HA I HH
W TF & @ ¢ oy geg i fswstar venfad & @ €

gar gt W dere AfSA #1 SAEr W E WL, S8 3§ W
fFor & a1a off FEr T WY Bl 5T 91T F SABR gl fhdr ST
HorcT b @M Af3AT F AT & Jad B8R W @3 afFd & T 3790 dd1h a1d dged, T TR Pl
AT B SAAA-HAS 3R fme a1 &1 FAdT a1 oY & &1 3@ ar g1 3mest & Adies adAm
H 9Ra & 447 fafoaa @ Sarer e @erd AT F1 39I06T F ard &1 STHT SIgT A W ThRIcHS
3T UST & T8 ABRICHS I T golg § dHAH RE H FALT, NART, dorg, Bar 3R ser-wae o
9¢ 1 At FhRIcAT T Jal 991 W US QT g THI & Fald), FAbRIcHs Jdid, FhRIcHS i,
&fedt 3R IS ggferal i Ferar R Ferdl Aol T g1 T g Re IfFd & 71, AfdTsh, e 3R
T @l Feell g1 MY Teholieh &l THchRT T7 HISSel I A & FAST ST Fohell g

YT 3R HOAT F GRAT §e H AN F IJAX TH FHal g3 & AT TR, Uea-Udlel @l 37ed,
GoAel-Gollel T aFcl, TEoldl Sl Toigel $hr Fgeaqul sarde o gAY oy & foigal & e gr <qohr &
FIerel ASAT FALTOT & 3MTehs &7 X & [ WSl & ek H AT Fea=l H Hel IS ¢, JTHEh(
HT MR fIEAR §31 &, AR AT FAedl & Ifd o6la FA g3 &l TRARE FA1, AATSTS FGHGA
3R IaEr faeard A 1 FA IS §l T IoF § INGR gE W &, Nl F7 aromdeor gIn Gaw §9-
g9t & i wda 3R weema & Fa 1S §1 3Hhs I H § % 2018-19 & hags, Tl FAT F8
aEel W 3,245 ufaeds A B fr Qg & 15 off, Tad @ 2,662 @t «r ger fear
IAT AT| 3o TAAT § FAGIR I 80 Y anfdies Haet3i & 95T 3R TSI Il & 39ATT & fouer
A dTel FefeAl 1 Seotel A @ Al a9 ¥ o o anf # ol 3R 3ufdesis At aerd
AfSAT $r ASeT I ST 7S, FHPT THIUT § Joiten! sl gg RUIC ST Hierer FASAT & 316 I TAT HIAT &
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qrerel AfSAT & SINT fohe ag & 3rufaeardl, qrEsl, sWsdl, dhRicAs AT Hl @NdR Ferdr & @ ¢,
ST SRR Joieh! 1 RAE & SIRT @ - ##sh ST Fhdl g1 @ g Afers, d<miaren wd
HIEhceh Haoel (Zoiehl) & RAIC & Hofaeh @erel HSAT & Affeh Fear 3N Sfpae@ @ & TR
JeraT A @ &1 T asfhdl T Afie T 3R FeAor W ASRIcHS 3 & 6T gl ‘wieafear
HAr el W A f RAIE Foiwnr 25 el @ I T gl S 93 YA 9 i Afsar @S
Iy AT ST &, 98 HAAEAr & AIRT 33Uy wg ST &1 dfhd 3@y Il Il ¥ e 0
AIfSAT AT e # I BT @RI g, A I Tolla AT AR FeIar & Iarediden Aol H AGHTHS
forar = B a8 wsfRar & v aaf@s a9 96 & g, :soﬁqwammafrwqgirﬂﬂw_cﬁ%l areret
Afzar W 5w e asfHal & v dercAs CHae ofadl & el Sar a8 306 e, Ealors,
HFAFR AR AT fawal # uers & g o S Hevcll g1 dEER ARG AT @A, THE F TR S
TEIRT g AifsAr Eae) F ATasa 3R Femit #7 W fFr J= F greg 3R Jfed & | g

RtE & gas aarg W SR & gU Sarm /=21 § o Rer 7 3R sarer e f6ar srar afgel @adk
AT 3R T ARAT W B colehE, Foen! & RIGTACT & HJ&d TAE &1 A Foioht foiaster off
forar oo =RVl 3T e |ivrer AfSAT FT IUANET I YA W A Ge B FC 9 W § R
ghIhd HEST Sl &6 =gl gl Fgad dl ar Yo - RFfer, asw §aR«, $-Hiad, s-edfear 3R s-9a=tg
ST goreTc |ierer #SAT T 3R g, Afhed g@ll TR® 3reeierar, fEar, o9l $¥ar AR HsermR & 72
WY o T SEF A5 NG A Fgd WA N w@A wom R ¥ AR 5 Shaw, oRaw R wES A
Jeadl & forv @ AfEIT FT 3T FT O 3E TH W8S o 8 Tea 1 A A & 3w
SEAATT & FHROT WIS TISMST ST FHAEAT & Jar e & @7 ¢

asfehal & aliRe 3R ARAS &THar ) U 3R ARIe ATSAT & 386 SEAATT & HROT o@n S @ &
e, AL, Fgoldr, I 3R Riar 1 FFear Qe AfSAr o e dor @ dar & §) 3fFsas & fov 7
TS FHET & 3Mdedle, TVCIAehdr, amd, Bar, a5 SARAT & I FH 3 T X, AGRER, WTERY,
AU 3R 3T el FAEAW @R AT & SRo7 dot @ ¢ &1 safar dere A & S
SEAHATT W S I FIAT IRV ST ST ST T g7 BEar Aiere AZAT & A1 8 T G JASIAT
e 3R el St &1 AR & gl |l HIfSAT & F1H7 7 g1 ¢ AT Hedl & @A gl 3R S
T TE] A IT & T A AL gl I TR el @IS & T 81 T Hfeld Shael, IRaR, qar,
TERfa AR o & fav @verer Afar & gl vall W gH ol AT § R e a@ifge| afe el S
g3 dr #ff FlT S aX PR Sfiaet Aeat @ Aot 1 S o FET gl
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Qe TaH a1 &1 Ray faaer

I8 ARMOT, Aders, SNt gq aAfers ae geue

forell oft St & gelrg A SNA-ER, AR FllA-fIRI w1 AIH w6 8 &, F a&Jd: Aofellicleh el
I ART A HT ATCTH g &1 oA A A Hale, TGhrE va Usg HAOT & fameif @ 9Ra wer @
AETH B §1 AT F A F ¥ 95 Ao TNfaw goll q@anr A e oo drvomrst, Yot 7 Sarsit
& U 1T HVol 3R SO & dAd-TaIEdr 2

A o A AT § h Tg gAd 'SiaAt & g W gAd g, A $H GoAd & SN A1 garT Ser
TS (AT F SACET T oo ol WS A Toll-[ers) 3y ofddlt &7 3701 §1 50 Iaa F FU § SAqET ‘FHLelr
H TAfadl vd yea H Sieldr die ST WY §| gAd A Fo qgd Adelides IRade i gfSe & gl § o
O Tgd dlcehlicleh WIhIT Tepic HT gIc &1 38 Iolrag H T HieT-dl 568 &, ST clcehiioleh ITeilicleh oTey
I AR I T WEATT F IR 81 g7 TAH Fegl W AR 38 goAa & deed 7 @ A8, /el Q
dlehdd & faTdR Ug 3 T §F o foIv 8 STy &

S AT A & YR AT 95 & W@ &l Teh B, HSIT U I A6 Fad I3 3egaedqr aae & ofe g
1 faael &1 fawg 9o W@ ¥ 98 HARAT FATS # ToT ¢aRT FAEAT & fqeRoT & v adie, gar, AR
frare, ar 3nfde ot &1 Fg F @R A3 B TR w @ E

gaY A, FHPF 3 HYOIIT H 3 a6l & A FHAS Hed10T HRiFAT S HReTor 3menia sfa Higa
AT =1 I FTUROT & A fAeme i a6 & &7 7 J=id & W@ &1 38 fav ag @ awr
# ST ST T Y o Teh A fOIAraer @R & &7 # A9 YAt faamed & sedars ax @ 8l

3R 3H AT HT qgdl & AAT B GihAT B G, A W6 AT § b ST S YA Bl FUFHA Alg
A A S, TS FeAT0T & HAHAT W Higd Td AT IR A ThedsT & -6 IWT aTgar
¢ 30 gard A b dear A WIeT A Sis-ued 1 815 &, af 38 3 BIVUIYT Ud 39 A3 &
HISUTT & ST HEA T Toteiicd F Gl Follel T HIAA &7 §| qE FAF o 30 oA faqd 7 g€ 4
g HRA @A A Sfd 3maiRd drenfas =g & Heel aﬂuagcqmﬁsﬁawa%mmm
IS AT FI ARUT 6T delled T PIAA T §1 3T IR NcTHETH & el H affisd 3TAar va
AR =1 & Heel H ST AT HPF & DNYOMIT F AT dcd T §C &1 FEAF AT IJger e
S 34 ST vd aiffe JTHAAHT F SAE-3TT S qseael # dR-9R 38T &1 SO o ST &
AEHA H A R HAU Seel AT 0@, AT T FA A 3h #77 T Ter Fomed arer A @wg
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R &1 #F & I A & sl Welfa 3 e & 3va gardr fawst & wefa # aRada & faw
e FAT| HAF & oI IRURSD JoTellide EIT BT TGS ¢ol & folT $SIT of 319ay fgard, 9IRd 319 Td
Al T & AT & Ay & FUIF W iSehtor &I TPl Fa A GRS 3 Tl 2|

ST qfSeantor & faael & S & @y € anffies AT &1 faae off Ger 3ma oem| ererar & gaTHaT |
4l qfSeaor & faae A FATSis =919 & A @ Sis a9 JuR 4w ) AT % weE s uA &
AT @ TS el & AT TWost, HHd Sfd vd Serslia & 6l HT g Sl Teh T s
A # dic &l ATEch §1 WY &Y, 38 HINH @RI T@UT UG FUT & q T FHAT hT HRA T,
faver wegadty Eaal & ‘@il gF' W @R & gaid A IR A1 eRAT garat & gdrar ar Rieew
Fr TTelfad H TUHHAT AT &1 Jg A Tah AT ST dfgl, THTH 308l AEIeT AAT Hr ar
AFSRT &), INST, WS g fadr fr 3Aanst & off grRuRes snfa 3maRa aafees = v e
& @ @ R el iged, AEATSR #a1 Ud faeh@ T 3Mepiet 1 ddferd f@sor duR far| aeenfa
H I8 AT ARG IHAUT §, ST A o & FAdeR F7 R 9d §, Ig W gl

Jg TR-9] ST H 33T & T Ifa #5 IR gASe =g F [R0r Y T S F FT A AccIR ol
Bl &, Tohc 3T Toleht 3eieh YR & WA 31T I Sied 3 S §1 i &l Ig FASE grom o
S & S T e HRAT FAST # IHcdd JARD &1 g @M § fob O 3 9A97 39 oo fathel &
gV §1 3ISIE & 18 WIS «a13 &HY Akiicd & Th A FAThcl HIRARA LEHTN eIz & §1g
3dd: AR USd W IT| FHSIAT g9 fob ARAT AT & Afa 1 9 Fr 30 g 1 gfsransit &
& e fohar ST @harr &

IR IENS AT Y, o ARG SieTclifaeh JIoTailicl Sl Teh 1S HINT T T &, Teh YA o e
T ol 38 T A3 Useta o arfgu| foera T Toteiifa I dIST &l 31T TR HT TSI chigd AT
dolell # SIIET AT, IEMHA Td Farfaliel of & & Sicr g1 S &7 58 89 1 7 Siifd Td &
MR Tofeifder $TeT & AT # S & AT AR A &, 99 & g7 dIF-aIR gereh NS S TsTsilicen
IReRT & 9§ S

B & IRy IYAHSR ®OIRE &A1Y 0] & HUA FHEl Gaelge (Faaie) H Teh Md # Th W Sifd
fqenfora Tarsr F1 ol [Far §, S8 X Sifa & 39T Mo 3T § T 3T HUeAT 'gaese’ (YerHTH)
gl i g Bl &1 98 3PR 3T Sifad g, af T ot argd &F R STeldd & Ui Ush AshdsT ud
AT URT Y idefte ua TSefaes HIW &1, S 3T 3ad URIRS AT W higd Teeiiae T vd
fameit &1 grer 3aR $eR|
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