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Towards uniformity

The concept of justice is paramount; uniformity is an offshoot of equality
Editorial

A Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is a desirable and progressive goal for a
secular country. However, mere uniformity without making reasonable
" allowances for diverse cultural and social practices among different
social groups may not be ideal. The UCC adopted by the Uttarakhand
Assembly aims to consolidate the laws relating to marriage, divorce and
~ succession among all communities. The State has become the first since
pre-Independence Goa to adopt a uniform code for civil matters. What
is particularly violative of the Constitution is the bizarre portion in this
UCC aiming to formalise live-in relationships through registration. This
unwanted incursion into citizens’ personal life is worsened by the
prescription of a three-month prison term for non-registration. It will
expose citizens to intrusive inquiries, social hostility and pointless
deprivation of liberty. While it contains positive features such as conferring legitimacy on children born
of live-in relations and mandating maintenance in the event of desertion, the very idea that people living
together should submit themselves to registration and verification is repugnant to individual rights.

When the Constitution makers made the adoption of a UCC one of the directive principles, opinion was
divided on whether a UCC will undermine minority rights or promote equal status for women in all
religions. B.R. Ambedkar felt the UCC, if enacted, should be voluntary in the initial stages. The previous
Law Commission had said a UCC is neither desirable nor necessary, and, instead, suggested that each
body of personal law be reformed to eliminate discrimination or regressive practices. However, the
present Law Commission has revived the idea and has started gathering views from the public. Much of
the Uttarakhand Code seems to have been borrowed from existing laws on marriage and succession, but
with significant omissions. For instance, the Code is the only avenue for dissolving a marriage and there is
no waiting period to remarry after a divorce; nor is there any need for a woman to marry another person
before she can re-marry her former husband. These provisions, which eliminate the concepts of iddat,
talaq and nikah halala, are all progressive and further individual rights. Interestingly, it preserves the
existing provision allowing custom and usage as an exception to the bar on marriage within prohibited
degrees of relationship, but adds a rider that such custom cannot be against public policy or morality. An
unfortunate fallout of all this is a polarising discourse taking shape in the run-up to the general election.
The concept of justice should not be lost in the search for uniformity, which should be no more than an
incidental consequence of equality.
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TSTET REAERT &1 AHT TsT Y ARTSTE

HUTEhIT

Uod $o adf & Tod & dear & T T MR gecd BEIER & IRIY & Y HAF-AAT Helen
& HTA o JUAR & IR AR F GAIA FT TWHR & WA A ST ear| oererer @ef fager-enfad
U Ty ToEd # 3T REACRY & Aot RIS ¢ AR &I & ST gob g1 ARG &1 g8@T 3R dlchifors
FROUT §- Fg AN A IR Wferer 7 T H Noay ganT v 0 FHor 8 g F Fol H AT aF
AT | FHA H@Nﬁ&¢ga<ﬁﬂﬁéﬁ§@$ﬁﬁ?ﬁ€rm3ﬂmmmlé%aao‘rmﬂm%"ﬁ?aw—é
WMW%WW?@%IGi%T13ﬁﬁ?f3ﬂ?:l’l?Tﬁ§o_oruo1+dﬁucu\ia?r%WTSZ%T@T
AT 14d T AT o 38 6T X 42% 3R 159 o 8 38 41% (TFA-HWHR & Tod o WA & HROT) &N
e JfheT 37 U= F7 IRT & & T 2015-16 F I aEdids REAeHT 35% 3T I 2023-24 d&
HIA-3TT AT 30% @ IS SAdieh S @lel H she T Hebel ToTed 14.60 oG FS & ST S I[AT TG
33.60 @@ FIS g AT ¥ T Sfgl NAF HadE $i ggls & W ¢ JeT g 3¢ HWsaT & [Wod -
cfaroT faare adr @ ¢l
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. | ST THR & GEX HRIhIA d HARH dolc T fhar ST Iar g
o Ff A WARAT A AU dofe HINOT F UF FHgeaqyl T
9er T &1 Sieraer Ao IR Sewilad WAy e &9 gu
3egled Ush 3TAMYBRYTC AT & TS I J&draar W@r gl o
ATl e AR SewifEEdh aRaddl @ 3cuead gElfadt &
AegeoR 'faffid #RA & w8 # UIitd o I FAEB & qor
foRTeRYor 89 I8 WAl g ¥ F AEAR-fAA A g WER A
39e fAwIiRer |idef

aedr # THATEY S GOT-gfaser & §le HedT A Begea AR Usgae & F3 3 Th AR AT Ao A
Ol HEASTAT H A FhAT B & & IMUR R STFAEEIT HT el asi d AT & ToIT &37 e
HeeT @l 8l quuMol I STAHEAT & HPIE! IHoTATIH Sl STAEE ﬁﬁﬁ%‘t’:ﬂqﬂwﬁm
mﬁﬁlﬁ@ﬁwmwmﬁqql ST 9T §, WW%W%@W
FATST # fadie Sge arer 8 TR & Fhd &1 Afhel 3T 1 el arel glawmd, damd iR srdfegawan
& TfSehol @ TR el W AhE & HS 38 Heg HI TIRAT FI HH HIh 3HTeh | SHHETT & HAHT A
IS 9 ARA AT & oI ST qgu Il §, o 3FAIG & S U 6 @R T Ig 3 uEd
SAATEIT [ATAT & A W A5 TF T TaT 31T HE

faea & 3rfRamier g T 'Joiell HRA F FAAEAT FEfT HT & FAN AT §1 TAAWT ARG FH FAGEAT Jofd
I A AT AT Teh q91 Gl FoAdT ST @7 &1 TGl STATEAT o dhdel ALY IR R Fefrd
Yan3it & gae HUToA S S S ¢, dhoh g oEeEl Tl SR Adsiicin Jar3it & o gsriad
A T &1 TSI HRA THR SAHETT FAF07 &l AT FR G Aea ol Heal Ygol & =it & et
g1 dTafhe R & guEHA i Seaear faEwie B sfasy @ qfedl & faw et gar 9o g1 @ A
AT & ITeeT T °IVUT FX 3qh A H FS Ul IMAied Pl [GhfAd XA & Hehed P Gelel ST &
g STAEE A W eI $iod e @ 7 dadl SAHEA e H Afd H AT fhAr ST Fha, diow
3 Jgard A fasrg dr aifd A o sl e aenell| Sereear faaeor & fow e 3R Sereshdr # gerdl
¢l & foIT dorc & e & a7 F gy foear sven| Riew & #Aegw @ SFaar 9Rar Haes $r #@gar
FHSEN 3R HAT: e fUfd & 9id 3ol SieEehal #H defdr grlll doic # TRy asi & fou
A3 seer O o ATt § Fagear [IFer H gEfed s F Wicaed Ao gdem gRomHaa:
S F FAAGEIT GHATIT HI FMHAT I H HAce Fold 3T Tprg 1 U8 & F99E&IT JHTAT g1, dleh
afFd SRt 3T

Afet g o ww § & el o Tog 3R @A & Saaedr 0T & SRiEA on] #: @ dHToS
IFAATT T TATAT 3 3cUeaT & Thdl &1 SATAerd 37ar e YR R HEFor & 310 a1 &
THIE Bl ¥ Teh TR T 3olel dal &1 Tohell &1 SEEAr 0T & SRishA! H o] aa # T
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FaTEAr 7w oY A & g BhAleaae # ST g7 Fh §1 3T TR G W AT ey 4 gv
SAEETT AT & & H egush HR FEEdhd Al AR #, SAEEar [@EAor d1 Ageaqol geitarar
& FATUA gool AR Fafd Nt vd At &1 3eadd # & 79 & & d FF & 7 § af@fa
&1 AT TGl ATEEAT AIAUT F I H AR F AT HAR AId BT Al ARTEHAT q¢31T| THR 3
AT & s T ST Tohelr iR AT Afaal Gefa & § e gel [ffes e & fadwa
AdNATH 3MTehsl, HETTT R ITEUT GaRT FHEIIIAT &I FATUH WieT fAehleld & TR gl |

IR Jedl FTAEEIT HI FATAT & TAYH & U JGIT WHR o s Afadr AR AT HF qF -
AT W IR § W AT & WY el TAaEa o AR & GHeT WiHAToh, 3 3 werenfas di
W 3k A gelifaar o de7 Y § ST gefy X W AIA 7 g F HROT YSEIR JR 3 faswr
H R Hhe REES &ar &1 ded) JaaEdr TErEey Jam3it & oY 39 §a7 &l 1 Sl SeEEdr
ATTaRoiT HETEET ) 6 HRY Ed1d STefc 81 IROTHAT: S, 9o Shael AR STeary aRdcer & govera ot
e@r$ usa oo €1 STHEar Y goc X w1 WHR H yAE HaEd # qAR gr uRed g1 #iasy A
3 arell YAl &l FASE 3N 39 AU Gl fAhlelell AT & AN §| TAEEdT gefd & HROT
TATST Ygol T &7 3edeh 3 3R AAToeh TATIIAT & AT TARLT AT U9 ST FATAr I HwaAr S
FHEN & o ST W@ B

SITHET fAIAUT 3T FATIWA T Tl § gT o S §'U310-id HHTTATIT &I GaR @il Tl gl Fafad
Alfrar 3R SRIHH AR $H FHET 3N FAGTAT T fE/AT H HWET 961 T AFT TRET T Hohdd ¢ STAHE]
freaor & PrEIEA e B RN, T AR 3w {aBd f 9FT H IR F Thd §, dIlh e
AT 3N 3F 3cue §Ha g ATAT SToaedr [@ga0r 3R ST & A s HRd & fou
Heea Ul &1 IrEfas Afaat o1 fAAr A gu sHEAr faEme @ S geAIfaat $1 GATS Hr Gt
AR $r feem A @i gger gief|
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