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Good/Bad Start

U’khand’s UCC ticks some boxes. But it also encourages moral policing & coddles a few social
taboos

TOI Editorials

Uttarakhand on Tuesday tabled a bill to introduce a uniform civil code (UCC) in the state. This paper has
long argued for UCC as the best way to bring about gender justice in marriage, divorce and inheritance
across communities. Uttarakhand, therefore, has shown the right intent. But not always the right spirit.

States have the right | There’s no legal bar on Uttarakhand enacting a UCC. States have earlier taken the
initiative to offset discriminatory personal laws. For example, Kerala in 1975 reformed Hindu law to give
women equal inheritance rights. Other southern states and Maharashtra followed suit.

Not quite uniform | This UCC keeps tribals out of its purview. That however is not the only exception. A
sound UCC should not provide bypasses in its application. Uttarakhand fails on this count.
For example, it details a list of “degrees of prohibited relationship” based on customs of some
communities. The bar on marriage under this custom applies only to people who belong to groups where
it's been practised. Others are exempt. Application of this will be tricky.

Privacy matters | The state’s marriage register is open to scrutiny by any person. Why? And how does it
help in reforming personal laws? In a digital era, state authorities can instantaneously verify the marital
status of every applicant to ensure polygamy is prevented. Allowing unrelated people to poke around will
only encourage vigilantism.

Buckling under social tyranny | Sections governing live-in relationships are the most regressive parts
of the bill. UCC has no business in trying to regulate live-in relationships. These sections of the bill are a
thinly veiled attempt at moral policing. For example, a delay in registration of live-in relationships can
even lead to imprisonment and fines. A law should lay out the rights of an individual against other
individuals and also society at large. By this measure, provisions on live-in relationships mimic a
medieval social code rather than a modern law.

Can’t let go | Uttarakhand’s UCC also covers residents who live outside the state, they are even
encouraged to register live-in relationships. In a country where migration is increasing, states shouldn’t
exercise this level of control.
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UCC does well to end polygamy and bring about a greater level of fairness in inheritance across
communities. However, what India needs is a national UCC instead of patchy efforts.
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Your Honour, It Was Never About Marriage

ET Editorials

In an anachronistic, indeed, regressive, understanding of the ever-
evolving idea of ‘family’ and ‘parenthood’, the Supreme Court has
denied a 44-year-old single woman the right to have a child via
surrogacy. Despite her commitment and ability to provide for the child,
the court denied her petition, citing some very odd reasons: ‘to save the
institution of marriage’ because India ‘cannot go the West’s way’. Rather
than recognising that socially-curated norms like marriage are expanding
from its one-format ‘2 parents+kid(s)’, as Indian society circa 2024 itself
is changing, keeping a cookie-cutter to measure ‘motherhood’ is
unfortunate.

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act states that only widowed and divorced

women between 35 and 45 years can avail the surrogacy route. Implying
that single unmarried women can’t go down this road. Because she does not wish to be married — a wish that
is part of her agency — surrogacy was her choice, not the arduous route of adoption. Rather than recognise
that restrictions put on single women opting for surrogate children is an infringement of one’s rights to have a
family— any unit that cares for its members, no matter its size or composition — the court chose to question
the woman’s choices regarding her career path and disinterest in marriage.

For the law, welfare of the child is paramount, as it should be. But the court has equated welfare to having
two married parents. This is not just placing the cart before the horse but deciding that there is only one kind
of vehicle. What should have been solely about the woman’s ability to tend to the child has been turned into
protecting nebulous ideas like ‘only married parents’ and staving off the ‘West’s way’ (sic). Preaching isn’t the
court’s job anyway.
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A Travesty

Manipulation of chandigarh mayor poll has grave implications for democracy
Editorial

The Supreme Court of India’s stinging remarks on the manner in which the Mayor of Chandigarh was elected
has confirmed suspicion that the victory of Manoj Sonkar, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate was
obtained through manipulation. After viewing footage of the videographed electoral process, the Chief Justice
of India found it appalling that the presiding officer himself appeared to be defacing the ballots, and termed it
a “mockery of democracy”. Many had noted as soon as the election was called in favour of the BJP that it was
a travesty that took place on January 30, as eight votes cast by elected councillors were declared invalid. The
election held on January 30 itself was based on a direction from the Punjab and Haryana High Court. Earlier, it
was due to be held on January 18, but it was deferred to February 6 at the last minute as it was disclosed that
Anil Masih, a nominated councillor and a BJP minority wing functionary, fell ill. However, thanks to the court’s
intervention, it was advanced to January 30. The Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) allege that the
election was put off only because two parties, which were contesting jointly, were set to win. AAP has 13
members and the Congress seven in the Corporation, but the AAP candidate Kuldeep Kumar polled only 12
votes, with eight votes being declared invalid. Mr. Sonkar, with 16 votes, was declared the winner.

The Mayor is chosen by the 35 elected Councillors and the Member of Parliament for Chandigarh. A simple
method for a comparatively small elected body choosing its mayor is by a show of hands or the members
rising in support of the respective candidates. That they had to record their preferences through voting slips
indicates that there was suspicion of possible cross-voting. What made the process dubious was that Mr.
Masih, who presided over the election, was accused of not showing the ‘invalid’ ballot papers to the
candidates. As a result, no one knew why exactly these votes, presumably those that ought to have gone to
the AAP candidate, were declared invalid. The apex court has done the right thing in ordering the ballots and
the records be handed over to the High Court’s Registrar-General and the proposed Corporation meeting
postponed until further orders. The development may concern only one municipal corporation in the country,
but the idea that an election can be so brazenly rigged has grave implications for democracy. A political party
seeking to be re-elected for a third consecutive term at the national level cannot be seen as manipulating any
election in this manner. Only a verdict invalidating the election and ordering a fresh one, with safeguards
against manipulation, will be in the interest of justice.
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AT 9, ( WEFA A&, T9FR 3R aFar )

1990 & s # S H I INgHTHS qlem H nfAST g T,
o — a9 A Plcllell H Th AT F 9 T b ATHA GIvo Fr F 3T
ST 39 e f ARr & v SR’ FT IUAT g7 W IET & 39
AT TE AT ST a7 5 ‘TAC oE F Uh Y IdAdr e dr
IATT & A &, SARAT 3o Fu o RN H FTWA & FAggy &
glell I1feT| 3o Whae AT Aar AT| 3R AT R T AA-37eAeleT H
LR [awerdr &7 Ydieh e 1T AT

fh # T e Tese o, AT N A A o wer b 3R A

qleT # 3ToT YRl AT AEAT § dl SR F ITAIT HIAT D3 g
Afehs Hel qUIAT & T 31EFHT AlTGs] W WU 3% ¥ SR &Y {2

ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ,&gﬁmﬁmaﬁaﬂ?sﬁ?waﬁ@sﬁmﬂ%mlwﬁmﬁmmﬂm
Wgel & T Hel IATIAT Feh 348 sgaT d@r@r| 3R I aRoma 3w, ar #F 90% 376 ured foew, sefe
3o JME & §¢ HI 83-84% ;T F© VA & 37k A

sm-‘l?ﬁ%agaﬁmrrgélﬁtwmmﬁww,wﬁm%ﬂmﬁwmwm%a@
‘3 GH 8 IRAT AT| Afhed THT § F dAicarecdd & g8 O foFlt @ oY oF €T 91| g8 ASHT 3119 Tela
ITEITELET-IMSIETA-IB-dh T 3R 304 37 Tefl ol W e fear, s 39 &A1 389 agdar o &
AT a7 TS|

SHIFCRT & &g o 3TST SHH HI$ G A6 Usal o FqH 50% 37 el & I 90%, kT 3R Al 36
SXSR I B3 QAT @aT A6 3R Al g R Thel glel FT a1d STell gar dF # Jg A giell, ST A1 €|

TEr HROT & fh Sfq # & #R A gar Sl g@RT AT el HI T docdl § ot AW el g& e &
%mmaﬁsﬂﬁsaﬁa‘rﬂmgmmlﬁmaﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁmmgﬁ:mﬁ!qﬁaﬁ
faarar3tt 3t gufaal & Tt Al ¥ aReNT FHr §¢ w1

WHFE glel T RN FAT BT S| gERT FI I e & fAT e A a7 @ard, T a1g ar 319k AT-fodr
i, freter gf, 7 gf, Reder &f, ar g=idr gf1 3muerr 31feaca qdem & 9w e arer 3l & gRenfa &7
&Y ThdT g1 3TIH gl aTell ITATIAT &7 IR Sided oTaf &l

# goT gar ol & AR @ o Fgelr I § fF FUA A T W AT AFT oA, IS ARy ared
IR g e’ & T Far aaa U & AU &g ST §g | TS Siaed T Aded FT g, 5T
AR Sel Th B
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AHAT IR BT & JAT o 3T Tgel i 76T 81 30 off, 9ar ger & aRenf¥a a7t e, shad 3R
HJSC T@all Il g1 SRT @rd- &1 39 gfaar & fhdt 0 cafdad 1 Sied & Iel oo f& aed awd,
qIY qEfOAE, Fad ATFARTC, AT Fol AR A - TS aeT sl areffcrdr =t 1 gi? weh ot w7gi? =g,
A1? 9T § FA? Fhifeh qefaar sl #g et g & FE €, ha g g §, oels gl Bl

SATRITAIT =TT gIcil, shdel HITAR BT &l IHAT 3R ERIAMT AGT gici, had IR gidr g1 SR Hl Ihs
T@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁéﬁaﬁﬁqgwﬁws*uidl IEAT §, T8l &5 aEdd H glar da1fgu|

ATl Y, 398 @, AR FAS & @ iR 3ed-qv & aReEt & dasg 3E 961 ek e
HT Ucieh gl 39 39 & sEaaAre w| ford, e, 3R R & ford| 319ar dadss & 3R 9w & aig ¢!

Date:07-02-24

AAT FoATd A MSTS 93 N FHT BT FHhod

HUTGHhIT

o FReE 3 33T (HI3E) o TSI AW TAT H G Ul FOCTSAT B g FETl SRT A,
3R AT & SN AGTAT 7 Gy arsasy &1 Aifsar o gar ar &ar &3 & Sofar St aredr fon el @
OFca & fha sex Ul YT §? SIS TE 6T dhs g & 81 W & 3N 38 v qeumsi 3R 30 get
W T arel i SFACR §1 3%d TArd H T 36 Al H § 316 I A I I R FoAra T
HT FAh S0 §U UF gof fAAY & geaneh A fasdl af¥a fhar s aor & qom Tsat & gt &
TE-TIEd @ Ta & AT 3o 9iél 1 THRT ared o & I RelE # @ar ar qeauredt 3R
faenfep3it & drordie 3fRIeRal T {fASr g7 AsT STAdT & Follad H TaRard &l Wi@ell & WY g1
HETlcAT MY o 34 fohedd & Yoad & foIw 39elr ST & o 3R Far 9197 Oe o afgua & o &
TTUTT T Fegam T AT, ST & ol FaAUTTdeh AIIGIU dlsdl &2 TGS 7 Fel b AT & g8 P o
3T eTidicd g1 ferar| WSS & IR $H ATH A g5 HIE & AT g% d1G FoAars 1 FHAT oA &I
STTE A & HH HIS HANA el dl ST AT| TEIETe oI HIE & 50 o7 o 8 AHA & Forars & T
aY §Fd 91¢ HI a@ & § 3 R Feer i R oY AR 9 A 9w &Y &1 Afke FAT 34 o gl
A USRI TS BT §edl Hel dlell UG W gl §oll M2 FNA HIE & G A1 Hl A H ol
IARTT X & AT 3eqeoe 142 & ded 3NAT AfFaar gl 81 Todl & 3I=a ~ar ey & oY 379el
SIFACIRET FaAsTE ghef|
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erer vg A =T & sTHT

HUTGHhIT

g & e SarRATT F 3aRF goic 9T d FAT ST HVT AT 3TH 3@l 3T 91d Y @it
frar fF @R &1 a 3cIfAAr 3R AdER & Fear ¢ W hiad g1 €O & drell 919 I8 § &
ARAT 7 3R AT H AdER R T F GG g & T T i@ a8 9T & DI FHI TATTeAT
e T HINOT | FE FIN ofdl AT & AU e AT FA SIS X W T HEAT Tald HEm difeh
ST &9 T 3R AdER & SSTRT X Toh| Ig AT dl W TANEEART FeH g, TR W ARG ¢h
TEHT & T o aa 1 Sl @ 537 W &1 W M0 I§ My v o oy # S8 fader & fow
TATT & gl 3cure R GfRar darar Sl € AT A 9RA gl i e wHE et 4 fi
gl

e Ta REm & & 7 9RA &1 9fa afed a7 gfoar 7 a0 &7 §) §Fhd oo 3916 F gfaed & &
A gART MY d fIhr &1 F1 Fo ¥F 2020-21 H dael 0.64 GBS A7l Ig 2.71 A & dRGH TN
T 98¢ HH ATl 30T & foT Bl AT & Tg-IIITA ARNE el & U FATMR 99 F YhIAd
faeayor 7 Fgr AT F U Fr MY o TFedI Fufaar My vd [ & 3r9eh S F1 Faer: Faod 1.4
3R 0.5 AR g W &1 sad faudla AR, O, Smare iR S S get A ISy afteaR
FUTAAT FHAA: 6.5 G T 21 AEE & &g Agw W & dRgw ST duer g & sded
AL S3FH H HRAI Hr 2023 H 4037 TAH Far a1l s 9aT ToIdr § & ARG Y 3R FamR &
JoTaT Sl # SAThIA T@T| U9 d¥dN &l &¥ af HRA & 36N ST gaRT MY Ud faehrd # & fAder a1
aer & SN & aler & For g AT FHA hAT g1 A &7 hr 3R A A FA gl & HROT TR SsA
TIPR T 31T U3 T@T & Sidih TPR A Jolc H s 3T HET HT o €T @ g1 3y 87 F 39
AT U FH VEY SUGT HUTIAT AT § St Af¥geh e T GIaT X Teh, Toleleh UTH d3 3¢9l g J2m St
dRas IR # SgR feufa & &

W H I 9T S & I & F ST deh el 81T Y Ud [FRE @ A YA O Al aar 3R
AR H FOIBI g1 gl 9N e diRgsh MY @oll A e FUfT 7€ urR Fharl wh A
faerf@e sieftrer duer 3fRwR caaer, Ser FXEToT i de HfAfREddr 3R B Hufaal qarT egeor &
T T VT 91 & S el 8 & 9397 FuUAAl Y U9 AR T A JR galcdiied Hlal ol TalgTe
5ol fearhcll & dlavle $ dRaw HUfdl HR & MY Td fIhr &ddl (R #X W@ &1 3aIor & faw
NS oUW o 2022 H ST H I 551 FAET AT YE HI| 3ET a¥ Th 3T godhd Huel o
TEH A TRIAT-GRATT &1F T HUAT Ugel Hiotehel JaIfery g Grell|
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qEEI, 0 ¥ Fo dRash efHaT de Sigl el MY T FohrE Afafaf A gener w9, a€ Tg 9 o
EATT 3o o & T 31feier AFGT & ey ua faera ggal & e sufadl & dea gifde gl

feh R T T8 HUAT & U hal Sl HAT 78 § SHIAT AT G AT BIE Fufardl i FAeg & fov AT
PN FHT 3FAG AT AT AT MY FH ATAATAT FI Fg1aT ¢l & folv PR Fr A &7 & ary Feae
HH FAT AR Alf 3ol STl @ QU B o1 w@ AR Rt & gx fFar ar #@%) aSeerer Red
W3S P TATIAT SHH HGGIR AT 81 Thall ¢l TeXgiel o1 o Hhs AAwaAr oF o wgr sgr gRare
ISR &I A g1 MRV BTG FT gEAaT IR IR IROMA Al FI GHIAT FWM Toh W gfaran
H STET dehelich g PO T Pl & Pl AAR R EAT GoF dTell HUTAAT 3R A & AT 5§ Fohal|

ST
= Date:07-02-24
dlFhdT & EF

USHG # AT YAld & Aol O Bl & hA H Sl Gcashd THA 3T §, 3 80T S dred &1 goig &
a1g Mol 3fAFRY fI 3 F ARAT FoIar uréf & 3FAlcar T Siid &7 Tl [5am a1, R 58 FH
H 3 AT 9rél IR FEE A Fg JRT AT foh FEAT Tl 3oTeh U&T H gl & FIdojg S A AT
R U a1w, S gelr aivrell §1 W3, Iord Ufshadr & SN & o fsar gigar & 3w, 30 vh & Ig
ag@r S FeheTl ¢ b dioRie JfUFRY AT W gEdeR R I ¥ I o @ T I FEOF 3R 319 F:¥
TE NI & foF WA FIA §U AGUA R AU §A1C 97T, S S1G A AT WA @7 4| T @ o
e FRiar i a1 § & o SR A elerdifye arefdar 3N Fas Il @1 AT AR 96s @ 8, Ada
AR AT A F3 AR F I WA & fov #of 3urg e S0 b ard H o W g, 39A o
diorileT ISR & TR R & Gol AR T G8Tad Fle T Tl 375

Hea & o Aol @ 3dse el H Rprard i Ah AT §fl R 3 W FTqsedl 1 $AeiR fohar i
Hehdl AT, AR Fafed AT o 36 GO A S eeqult &1 §, 98 dgg iR § 3R @as W AT el
¢ fh 3R gorg A U gXehcll BT Qe & SN, A Shdd H FIT ORI U | 3H AT W GAAS H
GRIT A FIC o A A7 forie Mt Hr aifafafr & dfeeyr sard gu aed fecaolr $r 3R o1 5
T 3 RE @ AT BT gl Jurel =grareer o JgT odeh Fel fob dordleT IfHRr FquT & Feelld
fe@ & a1 78 v dorda IRF F gdi@ Qe WRT? g TEY TeiE § T IEed A @ diehdd @
BT I gV el foh & QAT AL gt S| TE TASTN AP e & b T 3Py R FoAra wfshar
IR 3R TaTodr aF F H U A fFe e @ Seeer o, 3§% gg & o afafefy &
forca @ T T gorg gief |
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AT Tk & S5 MY ARG 1 Ig erided giar & foh d el o gor & 981 @ HAIOr 3R Achoit
I FFA W1 R F1S o groe AR o gt &1 AR | FIR 3eToll SEH oeIar S Fohell & foh
3 el dr FHisedlr A o IRy & ge & 0@ o fHar, T Quel cof 1 39 ) Fare
351l ol JTUR A goAtd &§ Adeled @ 9ishdm 3R sl & rsafsal fr Rwad o god @ 3 W@ €l
Wﬁﬂﬁ@%ﬁgﬁmﬁgﬂﬁﬁmaﬁ?@ﬁg@éﬁwﬁﬁdqm@rcquu ATl AR
TAAYT fARAT & Al H PR FE AGUAT F AT g9 § IR 3TA Rl o TR R fAIfAdar st
STt 8, o 58 STaEAT AT el Teh IRl TII Bl &1 3R gt Ufshar H & Taeoar 3R aReRiar
giAfRaa 78 &1 Smual, aF 38 Aol & YR W T A & Hal Bl H8 dlepdiiaen A AR Fal
ST Fehal| SHTAT FNA HIE &1 38 fecquly dr roel AT & o & & TERar o 6 ded 3gd afed
YeATd fshaT T I B

MW= |
HHE¢1
ITHUTT 8T F 0T gg AT 37

gH g T

Date:07-02-24

dId T Tl A HRA A FARET & &F H 3o dRah 3YATIT A Fh giadr Hl dishled HT HIA
fham &1 a1 geell IR deAT & SOl Yo W ugHe, gF F 3w F o nfecy- ve e gaind
FAT IR AT EaRT selhglel & |EAT T TN & AT 3UE Aol SR 3uafserr anfaer &1 #fasa 7
HRA 3ARET H ATaIFd INEAAA Aolel AR Yoh Ag R S HT Y A §| daofe dellaleh qaem o
R w2 ¥ Mo @ B

Oel T HA & o FEATT IR Ao W @ aTel Jar WU ST & @ S &1 SHIN Ueh adole folont
& T HTHUTT H SIS ITere w61 & 3 &, AfdheT 2024 & ARA soic A W wawne fhe v g, S
a3t & A QW e H A N goic H TWHR o Vellel a1 & 7o 50 ant deh & T sarel- Hea
RUT & Toh oG 5 39 1 A T &1 Swel| 37 ggel @l JU=HEA Reg Al & S I AR
8 SigehT ST ST T@T &1 A & el o HR o o hael Jal & gcl dl 33T IR S Folgdl HaE
fear &, sfow nfaser & &7 & 3rcafAsR & I &1 Ant o geed w1 f&ar &1 9Ra & 3= Rem & 40
§9IR A SIS HEYT §| ST § T Ffaerd H & 3qaeneT g g1 SAIv gierar & 100 Sgeikiel HEm=
A AR & Uh o LT B WY & HGER g Aol & T & AR & Jar IARH, S AR e A
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freadr & fow = Id g, 98 @ JA™SaR agd Jg7 died | AR # TWHR T TSR TTAT & &
SI1ET oY & WY dgel S &,

el ARG 7 MR Mg | {F 10 gfaea 3R I & @F 16 gfaa @I & g1 arhr & @
s & 3orar &1 3 sRa & sk 3Ta R s Ny & a7 F @ & Aelieiy der & ar aier &
TR SEN & Hehcl &1 HRA giadr & 3ehell o & gl 31 wfderd feamdt faeimer, a1fora 3R cepeiiehr
vl & @e@ Saer 3@ o &1 Al Al w A B EER 7 3w R H F| arasg oA &
orarstar el MY FeuEt 7 it H welr §1 adHT A 70 T Ay FEAE F 3200 AR & Ug
@l g1 Ig FEufd o a9 8, 519 @R A gal H A & AU e AT & A §| goTH JATTSAA
ergf, A Arsielr, SR Wofelr 3N et denfae dudh Do afde &) aw & fow glawsd & o
WEH § Uodl H R AT i T elica W 3T Uohal 3o & WEad QU o @ &1 srase
WS T JfaAsh e AGT | U ar JaTieienl l sRAT UeT sr gr W g fF Sh wea@a e sr W &, 9
e oo W@ar? qEY AhIRIET SaRT SHIAYUell # 3759 1 Ggfd o sRar deT &tel # arem o7 W g1 39
W WHR AT @ TG Aged Wl H &l §1 G 3HA FIAT dehoiieh ol faaiel A forar g, St areda
# O 81 §, dasle 38 AR # 93t & @urr S W1 gl deifee JidHst B ddeer o6l
fAear off afasmmsit & goge &1 937 HROT g1 e &, & 3 aelt ol T HAgcd a1 g St 319« el
AT & g fasER 7 o9t €, AfeeT wwefAE A A g & FROT 3o NfASHRT F ddATAE
AT g1 A 9Tl g1 Sellcd & fohdmel 0T 0T of 95 W dgal dlell AlCIASHA Jalley Jgiaard
30T 9 fhar g, ofohed 30 3MAShR &F o df AT GFAd AT 3™ 3R o & Ioefa #ce &
(IRATAT 1 & HRUT ) shg AT AT PR T FFATT hAT AT Tg cTagR IfAAT T 376X ¢

IRcerd & o 1930 & o qur & OGN ggAd M, a9 defas MY & JAAE gar 7 F S 2|
STasle SEERT Ug a9 o #fifahr 3R Sl faee # ARas AT e are 3faser el I 9 3de
Aifors nfaser WA &1 9ée agF HT G0 Hegyr WA &1 WahR ARG & a1 giarl didr & o
FreaRoT 2ot 3YFION & TER AT AT 3R HIWT & 3R Fara e fhar 3R sifadr & e gl
fohar| ol 71y 9 o ASEE & Y wA 6AT| Auee dQn, AT, N ¥, gl Steeik e, enfa
TIRY HEANPR AR Tashd ARIATS & 3Heleh SUATSUAT UTS| AT o Ueh-Ueh Falel X ATy HT 3urfer
e @ & S weA, S faS] Adie, Afger ddiee S iAw 3R & RO S Ao o
ATGHTT H HRIFH AT oI Hgel d=ilioleh el §| offehed 310 3vd e & ToAH Fquraargol guri 3R
3oieh JANRITCNT Gl Sl & ddofg R eIdlelel T HTH W%Im%ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁm%
f& JaueT & 87 # 0Rd Hiasy 7 3AF g
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