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Pilgrims’ Progress Across Sacred India
ET Editorials

The soon-to-be-inaugurated Ram Mandir in Ayodhya has turned the
small UP town into a hot pilgrimage destination. While Ayodhya is
steeped in the back story of an ancient kingdom’s capital, now it’s all set
to be plugged into India’s 21st-century hospitality and tourism industry
— and the sub-sector of religious tourism. That India has always had a
burgeoning spread of pilgrimage destinations of all faiths is plain, and
glorious, to see. Less obvious is how religious tourism in this country

— e A 2 punches way below its considerable weight. The refashioning of
Hﬁr}'%‘igégmﬂﬂ Ayodhya — from its redesigned railway station to its sparkling new
—-‘=1.Ll i = airport to its range of hotels, including high-end ones — can serve as a

template for religious sites.

India needs to provide its plethora of pilgrims comfort along with the available spiritual solace. And, in
the bargain, Indian tourism will make considerable material gains. The 85,000 crore infrastructure
investment in and around Ayodhya underscores the seriousness with which this temple town is viewing
its visitors.

If Rome can provide splendour as it leads the tourist — both religious and secular — into St Peter’s
Basilica in Vatican City, or if Mecca can have first-world facilities and infrastructure on the way to the
Kaaba, there is no reason why the likes of Mathura, Ajmer, Kashi, Bainguinim, Sanchi, Hazratbal, Sarnath,
Amritsar and other pilgrim sites in India can’t provide equal comfort to the tirth yatri. Attention to
logistics — flights and roads, and hotels — are integral to this makeover. More than 60% of India’s
tourism is religion-based. In 2022, 1,433 million domestic tourists visited pilgrimages. Rising affluence
will require retaining top-tier Indian tourists. Ayodhya may well provide a blueprint.
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A change for the worse

India and the Maldives should see the benefits of closer ties
Editorial

The rapid decline in ties between India and the Maldives, just a month after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met with the newly elected Maldivian President Mohamed Muizzu, should set alarm bells ringing.
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The trigger came from tweets by three Maldivian Ministers, attacking Mr. Modi for promoting the
Lakshadweep islands during his recent sojourn there at a perceived cost to the Maldives and for his close
ties with Israel; the Ministers also made derogatory remarks about Indians. The tweets have been
deleted, the Ministers suspended, and the Maldivian government has distanced itself from them, but the
damage has been done. The respective Ambassadors were summoned. Hurt Indians have crowded social
media sites calling for an economic “boycott” of the Maldives — Indian tourists make up the most arrivals
post-COVID-19. However, the underlying reasons run deeper, and could have a broader impact on India-
Maldives relations and the neighbourhood, accruing to the change in government in Male. Mr. Muizzu
rode to power on the back of the PPM’s “India Out” campaign. Despite its disappointment with the win of
‘anti-Indian forces’, given the warm relationship it shared with his predecessor Ibrahim Solih, the Modi
government sent a Minister to his swearing in, and there was a Modi-Muizzu meet at the COP28.
However, Mr. Muizzu chose Turkey as his first bilateral destination, and is now visiting China —
becoming the first President not to make India his first priority. Even President Yameen, who began the
“India Out” movement and cozied up to Beijing, visited Delhi first in 2014. Mr. Muizzu has continued to
press India on the withdrawal of its military personnel, even though India has clarified their role.

With the calls for boycotts and rising hypernationalistic rhetoric, Delhi and Male need to take a step back
and reassess their responses. Mr. Muizzu can ill-afford to antagonise India, given its proximity, economic
might and historical position as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean, something Maldives has
relied on. India too must see the futility of muscling in a much smaller neighbour, however egregious the
provocation. The last few years of ties between the Solih government and Delhi show the benefits of a
stronger relationship: India’s infrastructure forays and development projects in the islands, an intense
strategic partnership, support during the COVID-19 pandemic, and cooperation on the international
stage. For India, in a region that sees several elections this year, it is paramount to ensure that domestic
political changes in the neighbourhood do not change the basic structure of bilateral ties, or affect
regional stability.

aﬂa W Date:11-01-24
T g W I ST § FT a3 Adit § Aoy

giAE T, hisdd, ((die aR gfAcer ars fA9ar ve g FqaiE TEE # TANER )

# 1995 & T TrsFy 1 Al AT FT FTTFIER @ gl S Th Heh A 39 39S H i, o TE 7
TS AN ATA-ATd B 8, oAfehed I Toeifad & gioadm & a3 [Wonfsdi earr foavw $ael & a7 gid &
Hed 30 HRAF & g gk H Fo N AU W, AT ® A 11 AAFR & gHA W ARG
Tifshar| ofeet @1 & $© e ST are Aoy o 3, S A AT & gt & 3R g
I H dllepcdT H Sod, Rcater Tl 3 M INHA & T & 3 it gfshan, sar foramsiter
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& AU & ®ROT e @ gfAar & fAU aelt & Gelel, ST, AqHg g & YAl § HRA @Ry dedien]or
T UL, JUAT HE H RAEAR, AR & uge 3edd Tegufd & g AR fEor nhrnr w1 wewh
SREIRIR AMhdT & & H faea- I gd 3 Aoy &1 aRomeT F sg aa F s TFad PBa W T &
g 3iaa: Serary aRader @ ERar @ o ot g

Tl AR, o TeaBil A fAT-TSTANTT T Th 3R FhRIcAS TE W Toiad & fow aRA fhar ar| ol
AT S A 6 g & ol E A UHgI @ SIEr of$ gV & R 9 wifaqel A d el i
A3 FT TEE FX 9T E § AT o $o ot @ A o fawlia #Aeqy ) @ gl A e
aGl # &3 A & R AT & fHer oSl g, S 6 confedAR giae @ @ed ammmer 3R
MHIAGAT foraeh aROT Fehel R 3% FI IHAT H §5; DT & Sgd Golua W M FAfar 1 sieper;
SoNIseT H EREEUGN WHR H YA, Sodd URAdd & U UHE, GiAdT & ollehddl @
TR AIET A3 T 3R dear ggehra e

1978 # 3§ HA THFRAT YE I, T AT TTFH W 4, vy W gferar i Rar o g5 -
m@mﬁmﬁ@mWWﬁmﬁWxN%Qa’-cqul@r?ﬁ%ﬁvﬁm%‘,
Smgmzha,aﬂ?aﬁqaﬁwhﬁgﬁmﬁmmmaﬁwml?i?ha’fﬁrmswﬁw
GF H I3 AT & T v & gemiad gu &1 AR AR AT A N Jog Tw W@ § 3R 3WRH
HT Ugel SHET AHG 61 16 T g1 ST ®F o Tohel U UTET dtell AT ol He 3§ Ugell drediass faeq
g el AT, TG A A SoRISel T oIS @R favd geur Sl &1 el HROT Ig & [ I I ardide
oAt & @Y & f3foiee A oY o o8 S W 8 3R 3oTehl 3R IS & Sollehl deh HGHH fehar ST
T 81 e & fohdrat &t & o, S Pehod IR &H @ It T MY 3rTeTeh §6 81 Sl ¥ Fsl T§ T
q| AT g T & gar el Gord FT AT F T FRAT 15 Fohs & B W @ IS fonel <ot @
HITT gl SIRT 3R Adsidosd ST Telldel Ao FT IESHR HEAT| AT Th FoRSA-HALS gl TG
@ el &t ST & 9T 70 gfaerd 3 T Y sg T STl IR 3 7T ol

dfehel SAY Tgel o &A1 Sgd 3T RTRME & oY, A W &6 ¥ A9 Hael fheel Joreiansit & ot
FT & IRUTH &1 IR eouofiert & 0 7 g7 ®fl Y 390 FRR 3R A 05 F1 RNAR [87 a7 AT,
ST gdl & Th 38 @1 15 faehed g1 ATl gl o foh 7 el &I Hea, fode dg §AM 3R gorisd
@ragé%gxgé,agaﬁmwmaﬁiﬁlmw%ﬁﬁﬁa@m@ﬁﬁ@ﬁmﬁ
¥ T Ig § & gA & ure s @1 A9 3R [eed 787 a1 3R 7 3racal & dhcol3NA, 10 A & T
A AR 86 AIel & ol deh & UEUT 3R SRSl ARG & goehal T g Fgeh HIG fhar ST Thll &
T 38 Sor @ B¢ IR S fordll Fig & 3famd e arl 2007 # e # g TR &I Fargds
gTY dgl Fifasl gler 3R 3Tl Esiiad g IR Wieiaid & A & SARR ST §ATE HT JR-T-GHST
el ATl S F TAd IS o AN H Alhear AR El, FES-RAwHAr #1 S R gw g3, 9 7
HeFCR & 3T ?—qu?ﬂl
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qRerelt Zai @1 getel e R

3T, A% AR, ( AGH FAWTSET ATHAT & JIeqaw § )
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dfRge dcaaeyr & T U REY 1 gfafdftica w arel &rif & @og oo @ fawar g o g1 A,
SRIAITNT, S, E3<E) 3RT 3R @IFT IR AR (JUS) & 56 WHE & REAT o9 & ol 9 Heed
&Rlt arel foere hl HeET HE&AT Sl GH 81 a5 &l glelifeh 3raidlel o o oo Heeadr & faw 3mdest
Ww,ﬁ%aﬁ%mmmﬁﬂéﬁﬁﬂa&?wwm?aqm Odg Ay o forar ar
f& gAR foU WeEaar &1 I8 e HAY AL §| AH & 6 Wod a¥ end & Sefadest & amafsa
oo @y §FAce # @A & AdB 7 Th Soall @ Ioidel HAT B oA I SEA Sisel & TEdaEa @
Hr & Y| sHY yg wAE A A g, &, AR, A AR f@or anfier anfAer O

giRgd TR ud 398 heT & 2o & Toed &1 REAr g9 & 91 39 fem fr e afaefiear &
qGolt T & 96 IS §1 AR IR W & 3RE e # g & a ot & U F#E W
THiAd gl ¥ ufdgelt R & ATy W oft ar fr aPR Rt oeft ) sud 92 g I7 & & foew gt
1 S gefr FH AT &, TR Refad Gt T e uw W T ¥ R A ¥ ofRad wREr T
3T 3R & G2 T REHERT 2011 & 20.51 gfaerd & dea av 2023 #H 26.62 ufaerd g a5l 3 o F
e ¥ AR IR JUT & 9HT A Ao T SA Th HT W 3T W &, 368 IE Halo 364 ol § o
3T HISAT T Ve Fel 9T T AEaRd & oY 3IEY Folg T Fg o a7 U] Ig ATl STTAT 7EH
g ST &, Fifes foerg fr ar 931 afeadr 9 3R 9RT & §g GEY gA ¥ 3AR-Jeld ardl ¢ &1 ST
T FRUT g o § & 30RET & FRa e 3mmesa # Aeht o U 9aq &1 REar s § a1 aefer
e ¢, 39 ¥ o o AT & 9T 7 3 W §| HRa & fov a5 ufy wewr A€t el

Uod $o avf & fyra S@ e ARas e A H1 3cRF Tt 3R &, 389 fashmasher gat @
SHA T HiaST G@el ol §l Seo f9d H SIAAT ofd ol 37 IW@T g1 Ugenm, 3M¥+ IR gaEw,
Wi | et & TR W o & weeg & & fv I8 »rRig &1 dHiar @ dehar g1 #@3dr e iR Jqug
3UeA FHolgd IeTaedl & IR foFd q o ot ugd| o $o THT @ 99 e @ foww qut @&
AET Brohd TS fasr AR TS SeAer W T B, AW Sl SR srdemawar i sae o A
o gl o & fav 3fis Ak wrEifas, aar & At ) e &1 @ Fear srcae genl 9ftas
&Rlf garT T v e ufaeel & HROT A kel IS I AT IS ToFH 2T F AT A F 3HD
Ifegaeyr S 3 FHeN| Gfaetl & Srasg U #T A Icules dof ¢l I RUE & Igar Mo
ATl 3Tehol 3PE AT H 30T of 2.2 I3 Rl ddd H UfdfesT 3curesT [Fam| T o 57 dor Hr TAHIr
fREar e @1 9= §1 FICET IR F WY o 3T S F FOY TGgol SN AT AGT 81 I AY AT H A
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T AETEIA F Al G K NI gT FASAT F G A HT T e F T F g@R G2, A TR AR
IR H YT TR AT oY 6T §1 30T &l 9ar e & fow off amerehrlt §1 ST & aTagR §eang
%aﬁﬁm—a@w%é&ﬁﬁaﬁ%&%ﬁ@?ﬁlWqﬁﬁﬁwqﬁﬁmﬁsﬁgmél

gfeast 22t FT T FeeTT TEY oTel ¢ b [o9FT FT 3IT S TS TiRehIUT 187 § 3R Ig Fad ‘Saia i
gl g form & qu e AREwm  w¥E  fowm & EEPT @ IR W R
fSrerey el JTeleell el & ool 3eg 30 @R @Al 3R Sohl & 3310 o W Heal W o 9k e
ﬂﬁ@l%ﬁ%nﬁaé&ra‘gﬂaﬁ'&%&awqwl@rqw«d X § 51 &M & AT § & FEnE | Fo
g St &1 91d gl & Sl 9 FHET AGadl & AT 3uerstr gl Aiev| s@eh S faulia ofeesdr
er faRg 9, IARTSAT HaT AV AR TIFT ¢ A Affiea Awrt w0 Fa=or & garer @ &1 TH-gehe
TEY & N uiRad f Gellard drehdl o 9 atg @ & W gfdey oem a3 e e A
AR TTawe gouTell ¥ S} X fear, 390 fawraefier ¢of & 3meer 3R 3% §¢ 5| 39 R Hr
HAAATAT & Told fapraeiiel 2 v [dohed @iolel ¢t IRUMATI®Y 319 9iad Ufar ua 39 3nhier &
Rl & gar & are foaw dfRge SEdr &1 29.6 gfderd 3R gfaam & Fel SaEar & 46 gfawrd oed &
yfafefca Sam arr & 43.1 9faed Jo HSR W ST 90T 89| e &Y aofg & b 33 s 30 &
Hfeow g e & 57 & AT e €1 390 § w0 A s & Qe #% 3iN dw Rew & aguahy
TS A onfAe gRTl Er @ § A sgyd, sguehd AR RFs fad cuawyr fr wuwar & fed i
marst 3R 3w ey e

WS

ST e H ATATE

Date:11-01-24

gTHS AT S o AR AR F VT A gt e
X W oAbl HEA T TIHR o TR Y& T & §l Harg IusHlear
eror wifeer (FRd) gart Afsa FAET o S Het
AAATAT Ushed & T ar-fader aa = v g, 3R 39 sed s &
fAge-aest g ar el Sifdier dedi, oo & 9 3iiaorss g ar aifds
T F g, W oE] giET| WEAT IUHEAT §d 7 AfhT g WEHR A
ST §, S TedT & 3UHFA & 3FUERT Hr &M T H e
@ar g cw3Ed, fedifed ufawudt @@l sea @ 3= 3R
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W%ﬁﬂ?ﬁmgﬁaﬁa:wﬁaﬁrgﬁﬁr%wﬁmwgm%lsﬂ@?r&aqda‘md, gfes
3ok 3ifoemTas Y @ TG T €1 S T BT 3o §T T RN T 3[S aal & o W 3o¢
39T IET 9ALT ol AT IR IA &1 FeAT ITAd Asl PN BRI Tl & B H 3eAhl TIAT AYOT §IdT &,
3R TRdT ol oiteh SheaTUTh T AXHR A TET glel guie &1 AT & AT 3R 93 ORI H W Giched ITell
3UAIRT & A Gfaedeist 3R 3T AaiiOeh dreushAl F gdY A AR F drel Hifer e FHE
&I TRE 39T AT g G 99 T I8 § &6 5 W e At 7487 §, 3N a@i-aist & SRR &
el JTEAIR T el AT FeX Wield I FITT sRh-eleh Hcdlhle ol & Hiasy F Qe
W &1 BHE F RN NG HHENT aat & v FoF P Teael g@mr 98 Wt 7 a6d © o
I TEIR AT BT @ I HEART A SUd= B RIbrRrd 97: Fe St §1 58 GhR oEl & FRE
fonar ST fordr off q@a A &tFg A€ €1 Ugd A Srar or fh wifEer 39 oEt f SR gl §, S ders
A 9fATed FASGR gd €, Afhed 3T Jg URUT YR T FH g1 eI, 3T H gk & & H Fl
yferegel 3R gl det 3mr §, R I aren @AT 3@ o Sarer wfaeddt @ aren g1 safav
fAATES 9T gl GfaTIeT H 9§ UG Il H T&TH Sellel I IRST T HIFAT HeRr Hr 3R TG
N g1 9k, Tg BT FX A $ 3es IR aRomACAE dex o €, Afher ReT-Rietor 9 grer oee
arell &1 e ol gram|
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