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Mind Your Language

K’taka govt sets a bad example via signboards.
TOI Editorials

At the core of India’s diversity is her vast array of languages, and their promotion. But Karnataka
government’s decision to take the ordinance route to impose a 60:40 Kannada: Other Language ratio for
signboards applicable to all institutions, industry and businesses - state and private - is wrong. Five
reasons why.

Govt caved in to vandals | The state’s decision came on the heels of vandals damaging signboards of
shops, which allegedly were not “Kannada-enough”. To note, the vandalism happened despite traders
having agreed to implement the 60:40 ratio by February 28, 2024, as requiredin a Bengaluru
municipality circular. The wreckage was by so-called activists of an outfit led by Narayana Gowda, who
forays into headlines with extreme actions.

Why call rowdies “activists” | Gowda wrote in blood to the PM on the Cauvery waters wrangle, is active
in the Maha-K’taka border dispute, apart from being a proponent for “development” of Kannada. Many
such fringe netas have burst onto the political landscape in several states the last few years, whose
“activism” routinely morphs into vandalism.

Ordinance route is overreach | Surely the decision to bring in the 60:40 ratio amendment could have
waited till the legislature meets? Cavalier use of ordinances by the executive, for reasons that have little
to do with public interest, undermines the legislature.

Investor/ tourist beware | Any vandalism, even if perpetrators are picked up by police, is a setback for a
state known for its friendly investment climate. Further, the urgency shown to amend the law sends out a
message of weak governance. Karnataka, as an investor-tourist-migrant hub, can least afford that.

NOYB | The 2022 law to “develop” Kannada language doesn’t specify a ratio, but makes Kannada
“primary”, and instructs Kannada be used in “upper sections” of boards. A 2018 GO specified the 60:40
ratio. The key point is, what language private entities use for their signboards, ads etc is not state
business. Period.
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How Movies Will Make Us

More than ever, cinema is used by different people for different things. Expect more of
this in 2024.

Avijit Ghosh

Like the air we breathe, cinema is all around us now. We
access films on mobile phones, laptops, TVs and theatres.
We watch movies at bus stops, workplaces, even hospitals.

Cinema of inattention | Yet our “To Watch” list keeps
growing like books by the bedside that we never read. We
are consuming more films than ever before. But the truth
is that films don’t consume us anymore. Do we remember
what we saw last week? Sometimes we forget them even
before they are over. Plots and faces overload our heads,
scramble our thoughts. Cinema is just something we
watch and waltz past. It didn’t start in 2023 but the year underlined this trend that’s unlikely to
disappear in 2024. The way we are watching movies tells us something of the people we have become.

Cinema as culture politics | Cinema is many things: beauty, art, malice, box office. But it can also be used
as a device to push culture politics. The unrelenting regularity with which the hashtag “Boycott” is
appended to movies - Pathaanand Adipurush, this year - and hurled like bombs in social media is
unlikely to disappear in the New Year, though, one can see the law of diminishing returns at work.

Governments across the world have always promoted films aligned to their ideology. India is no
exception. But now a brash, updated playbook is at work. The Kerala Story(2023), where three girls - two
Hindus and one Christian - endure varying nightmarish ordeals from an organisedgroup of radicalised
Muslims, received tax exemption in some BJP-ruled states. In contrast, the movie was banned (later
overturned by court) or shadow banned in states ruled by parties in opposition, underlining the extreme
polarisation of the national polity; its super success an indicator of our current state of mind. The
national awards announced this May named The Kashmir Files (2022) as the best film on national
integration. Undeniably, the movie is a powerful document on the forced exodus of Kashmiri Pandits. But
only the jury can explain how and why it was the most deserving film in that category. One also wonders
how The Kerala Story will be evaluated for the awards in the coming year.

Culture politics has extended to the rapidly expanding world of OTT. A recent Washington Postreport
claimed that an environment of self-censorship permeates multi-national OTTs. The “pressure”
reportedly was primarily related to political and religious content that filmmakers thought could get
targeted.

Cinema as cohesion | 2022 saw the mega success of southern-based mass entertainers such as RRR and
KGF2. The occurrence prompted a gush of articles on how Bollywood had lost its touch with the popular
pulse while the south continuously cracked the mass entertainer code. In 2023, Bollywood found what it
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had seemingly lost. The Kerala Story, Gadar 2 and Pathaan - all blockbusters - had Mumbai-based
producers. Two other major box-office winners, Animal and Jawan, displayed a north-south fusion. Both
blended Bollywood heroes with southbased directors who framed these movies in the language of excess,
the signature of southern mass entertainers.

One nation, one cinema | Once Hindi cinema was viewed as a cultural invader. Language was construed
as a weaponising tool. But in times when big-budget mass entertainers, especially those from the south,
are released in multiple languages, that bee is no longer in the bonnet. In any case, north-south
engagement and exchange have always been integral to India’s film industry. LV Prasad, the great
founder of Prasad Productions, acted in Alam Arain 1931. Uday Shankar’s dance drama Kalpana (1948)
was produced at Gemini Studios, Madras. In the 1980s, southern production houses shook up the Hindi
film industry. Simply put, the north south variances will continue to be marketed as unbridgeable
schisms by politicians and trolls. Anxieties over the impending delimitation will only add to the edginess
in the coming days. But on the ground, north and south will continue to interact every which way,
especially in the movie business.

Cinema as continuity | Like relatives who have overstayed their hospitality, aging actors often get booed
out of the box office, if they don’t act their age. But 40 years after his debut film, Betaab, Sunny Deol
delivered another humongous hit, Gadar2, with its distinct antiPakistan tones. The BJP MP from
Gurdaspur is 67. With a little help from technology, Shah Rukh Khan (Jawan, Pathaan), approaching 60,
too reaffirmed his box-office muscle.

Cinema as control | It’s been a year since National Film Archives of India, Directorate of Film Festivals,
Children’s Film Society, India, and Films Division were merged with NFDC into a single entity, apparently
to bring synergy and increase efficiency. The fruitfulness of that outcome, if any, should be made public in
2024.

Tailpiece | A few days back at a multiplex, a couple was arguing with the young woman gatekeeper. They
were trying to get their pre-teen son into the theatre screening Animal, an angry growl of an adult movie.
The couple, reasonably ritzy by attire and accessory, wasn’t sheepish about the unreasonable demand.
“Who will take care of him at home? Will you take responsibility if something happens to him?” they
questioned the exasperated employee who was trying to be as polite as possible. Posh people not only
break rules with abandon but are also aggressive and sanctimonious about it. Many of us are animals in a
suit.
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FOY FT AEIROT

HUTEhIT

Date:30-12-23

3 W & fATART Fr HAA F dgd TSk IRded Td
TTART FIAT o g5d AT F 3Tk 3T H TGl H AT
Ugel T §, 98 WIET g g8d RAA0T & 31 FoR HT sTAATA
safar wa g weenm, Hie fGeel-des werawwEd wd
IEACIETG-LeRT TFAUAd H 3d% 39N & Sl giielc Jioide
TATC AT, 9 Fhel & IR deod U5 REd g&diege o o Ig
arT R SEA S I 0Tl T e BTl sl & AATT
H 3 F F 3UART § Fadl FI F UGS B HA F H @
Ace g1 e, sfew d3F T & 93 A ) A i S A gsdr 8, 389 Y 91 ST Gehem|
e @ o #8 ax 75 A Gt arell Sofier & el usc &1 S8 39 AT 81 W9 3 H FW
1 fAEAROT T ggd S Al Bl B 93 AR A FR F U€1S TS g o W &l UG qmw ¥ e
Td #HES S AU H FR & Sl UGS WS @1 90 &, 3e6 g el H Fholdl oAgl el U7 W §| Tes dARd
AT & TR Iheled & IHFAR ST 1,700 G T FRT ST Frsel W AT &l FHH g IR T
e 53U ¥ U 93 REW # s AT F sTaA fRAr S

gs& AT & 3 FE FT STAATT deld & [l 5 IRAg U ISTARET HATGT AT T T8N FT
HITOT & a6 ART AAT O Aaet a1 :Em I8 A qgd Fart & o+ & Aearer & e
TEIdT el Hidml &l Tose § & agdy Pl & sad feemedy Rumey gl fF g+ [avr § o F=R
FI 3UANT & Toh| AT H dhad Gerardr & g aTd el da19ft, Fifch ATHATT HAX F ST FAY Hl 3cldl
Fel I HY FHIA AT gm| 7T 3TH d W §AR T #H g RE & FaX Al Th & TUTT 9T AT I
feam Sier &1 de eY & W §, Sigl FE H Ui F AR Iee NET-3TelT UhiAd T S g1 3T
Ig BT fF gl Al Fr sEF T IR R v fF 9 & e & F B URMAS TR WA 3ierT-
3T Teh STHT el ol I | 580 R Y e fear S wifge foh 3myfaeh Shasdel whel 3iftre ser
deT X T 81 T §IT HRT g0 & AT IR Al §1 sER o IAEy et A o w@ehdr
Tl & ell IEGHT T Tdeld FH Flel & HRIR 39T g1 fhe o o1 ¢ &1 Ul 7g & & qam
HIYOT3T & Sraelg Tl & Toie @ Udhed H o ThoraT T8l A T §1 Th 78 FATT $-FaT a1 T
g, @ifeh VF Folerglioleh 3UUN &1 YA Sl ST T 8, St $© & a¥ Foid &
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STeTell TEY Te7M, FSleTehl ST 38 Uclecy T &3 # gfadr Y T M| aMesdT g 1 fACTd (F& ol
S FEATd o Fgd) wfasgarol ff f TR N o srdegawrud (sefter, &6, #Rd 3N D) Toa-ded
3 O TCHITUT - AR, MU, S, foea, v 3R sear (S-6) & 3w e seed, o 39
W%ﬁmﬁa@aﬁﬁl%ﬂﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁg‘é%l

Tﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁé@ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁé%ﬁﬁsﬁmﬁwmﬂr@%q<—<-|<chpd‘§'Ef
2025 T 3eTeh Y AR HI gl S| & & a1 & fob 9Fq 3 Ig 39 QX Teh aAHh Tgod Ileil
2015 # € gTilel &Y off| oifehet 38h dlg ¥ Sofehl TAR T 9=t &1 2025 o foeFd dcgaedrt si-6 &
$el IR HT 60 BREET Toh g Hehcll 1 FIAT ST QT A7 & gl 7 Hed doa1 A foerd & AR 7 Frhr
Tl gl FIR T g g3 §1 Y oh oo Wy A gor [Aeret 3@ sifasaah @ Sarer eifder
fo=m &l

$Hh! FST Golg Hiel I GHER Fexlel @1 AR Sloiiel 3R &F o g0 e #R0er f&har| &7 & 38 ¥67 o
SToll I 3T At Wi I ST FT AT AT| AIR g8 3 Y 37 a1 J BIeT g AR sroiier &1 & T8y
m%lsaﬁwaﬁmawﬁa:mﬁaqgm%lsﬂﬁywmzoooﬁsﬁﬁmﬁwa?mﬁ%gm
AR 2.4 BEE A qElgAT & FAAMeF 2023 TF 38 A o1 & SOl @1 §C 8.5 A dh
YUl ATl AR I¥eaeyr aad # Sf-6 T 8.4 BN @ AS § QIR AT I HA o §
Gars | o H FA RN AR T SAer W RGoaeT § 6 HRA @1 gefer &X 2025 d diel
& O I vl 3R 38 a1 3 o M S Y AT Wy S o, S ARy aifasgariorat @ e #
S1ET Héw el |

AMesHel o IR SRt A T Irdegaea3i & vedel H giordie adr™m on: gee 3N Fugar, @ giern
& AR 3R A & Fih ST, Al TEATT 3N 3T NLT| 37 IR H ¥ #ARA shael HMTh FHElE W
& W G 3R, 3HA Toleliicieh R gifel #1, e & O gaar & v Samer goe (o Al &
e arad oY fAT) SAr, el IR TEAIT FY HTI TATIT FHIR TSl HEATIHT AT FS 40T g3
3R FIERAT $T e GURS & Y 3o RGT & o S6c TA1d1| Ig o1 3Hefer g foh Aerar 3R 3z e
& #Ardl 9 31el GUR T HAr G §1 A o & IR A & Sl W & Y Fhal § IR DA 39
g W & 3N e gl 9Rd Oeg 59 I3 & e N U § 7R #fasy & fogs & g9 Ser
FATGATT off sy & §, ST MesHA ¥ T AT
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3 HA & 30T 25 i A @ ar Rufd AT dv W o & w@el, o s @ 3R wegaar Aot v
o yicetl #T BRY 3R Al el for § #9R 38% 37Ul & [T 3 Y@ SRl & &l |9 g v g
IR HiasT A 38 Tohellss 761 Feld & o Tevelld gHT| Solel o TAT & Fefsr 3N gEN & g A
el TgT g1 Wit aRuerg g1 @7 § 3R efiar ug arar & #9R Raeh rdicgaeyr & e 3§ gafer &
{FAR ool T@ell IET| 31 URT # FEE ool o HRA H glol hl HHST gl

3 A ¥E TN 1997 & FEY A gard & g gF fHRAr an AT| 3@ @AY eee €sE & dued &
AR W A AGAr a7 fF IGIR & TUGH N AU AT T TAH g dollell AfeU| 38 HTAT el AT
W & TSI 3R & HUIGHIAT & HATLIH & AUl o1 e arigC| fohg Afiar & @aR &1 aecreid
& 3k g F v AU Y @ BesfHr # ¢ aidet F @ #wE fGar 6 3R # FE fogger ar
HUICHIT Jo6 1 Ho GEAT Wiell & SuaT| 0 e 26ﬁ8ﬁmaﬁmm#ﬂﬂ%ﬁ§m,m
A HoTeehd feeaforal & 37eET ST IAT| GISehl # TE ollpiod g1 a1dn, St gue 3wy off w1 & 3R
&R 8| oETerET 1,300 o fogd-fo@d 3Meh 30 TAHAR T 37 47 a¥ @ 74 a¥ g I gl 3H N
o TFhIRAT & TR ol & FHROT g gFd FS AT goall 3R Fgell g gsehY gIaT S @l &, it
e 3R 3o Bl AT WSS d-a) Al § 3WIR & HAGHT dAded AN el & a6 39
faer ot & §AY 3T AT gl Uohl o T €O 3R @IA & @y A TGH 9er, 39+ v H e
ITARY g 3R gAR I

s Date:30-12-23

Feaifa AR WEd

AYUTEhIT

FR H TH AT H ARG AGAT & 36 qF HAT A GAS TS Ald T Tl H FA A TR TS
g ¥ Jgg 36 &1 7 (% T HHAA F alReEt #F sq@ wrhr Tga e g9, afew I 9Ra &
e s ham g A ST RTFFAa T aar T Frgw 3 N, e T Ig 3T W &
Heh AT T FROT T 3T AT AR JEAR H G AT fr 3R & S ST F gl 17 6 FR A
o s &fFEt & fov geges Wuifa e T o, 9 @ 39 &6 & & a1 &1 SRR §, 3 3
& goAars H AN & 37 g9 HiAAT B For # 3fUF Wed G @ AR R gfshar S @I, o
mwmqﬁwwgm%%wmﬁmwﬁmﬁﬁW@rmﬁwa@?ﬁﬁ%
TR W O wRAT & A & g o, SHH F9d ggel 3§ W SN A1 7 & orgrer Al H wor W
Uk ol
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$H HAY UCATHHA FH HIH Hgeaqul Uge Ig ¢ T HcR H Ugol dF $HI g HAT A HHA Fl W &l
TEATT H GBS AR & FHeedided TAE H FAAET & d W Gof FdT 1 Tl gl Rded § &
AR A8 & o1 36 @ AR @ Alq $ don gas 7% o, 3 @sf gt ud 38 ‘Ggrr selaer
FO F FAAY A, S FR F GIA For AN GeeT T H gfAeTor AR 3T FaW gere aer g
grefifeh 3oT HTARIRAT I I, 2022 H TH Felgssl GRANSEAT I TREH & ART H TREAR fhar arn
T, dfthet R T IR T IRT FHfT Aot AT BT T F| 37 SR 3T FHAAT &F ST § TP ay &
SET Tl & g I IFR A WARF Geadig & §1g HeTeld o 3og BIAT H1 Tl GoAr &1 AN grenifn
g HE e d% Tgd I A AR FAOR fohar ST Eehar o1, e 9 IR R ol IR W
& 3l 31eTed F HAla & T H HA RAT B

A, IFIS H AT HT Tl H TR 3Med & Mg &N & o9 & ST Ig TAeifas 374g a1 g5 &
30 A W AR THR Healich TR T oIl H AWK TN HHA S S HIRA HEA| 586 & FS TH7T
Ugel gas H ‘HII-28" FFEAGA & AR HRA & AN & He’ & AN T e[l @ FHellhld Hi 3R HeR
# TE W AR FHSTT & HodIoT HI deh] Tdl HT ATl 37 Holl # TEd i TN & dlg Ig o1 37Ag gref
o @1 gH SATer A AT IS FeT Fehcll g1 3R UAT At oY gl & A T 2014 H #RA 3R HR
& &g T 9T S A Heer-see & AT gU TR FASAT F T8 N IHHAT A & A Herad: 3
qd A-BfRr o F I REA Fea & AT AR AT ST Fhel| glelifh g6 SR H el fRe
Haene gger T W FE S g1 AT HRA AR SR & g 3madr N Hhr Al | 8 IR 0Ra
TS ATfd HAld W Hel H Aag A g1 g9 AR & faw Ald i gor a7 A & AHA F gHA TH
HSTT HT ARG SWT ST W@ AT| 39 I IEed & T@ & 916 [ GIauaiy §6Y A6l 96l glet &r
feufaar Foeg gl

W=
HEq?1
Fal & At Feafa

HYTEhIT
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HR A T3 Ted AT §1 98l g aur & 31 qd ANdASN, e et Feew, IR FAST IR v A g,
& BT FAT 3ol HRETH H I&el &7 7T &1 37T GERT ST H FRRIA o7 AT HI AGH & FHiAd
IR & 3acal H Foll Follg IS M| W] ek o 3o9eh favets IRIGT 1 faaror SfeT =787 fohar arl IR
o 3 REs & v qAd Sl Adwedl @ 3adAe aur @3l =affis BRA W S§H o8i8 o8 &l
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3eardeT f&ar ATl 36 9T AT of Fe Y Al Forg o AL A IAS A FH S FAT| garer § F
T YE Hlofell Tdehodl S HTSTHTS T FAclell § AT FXeq HIGl @I Hailidn Tge &1 o HIS AT 5?7 FHHA
arst @ SffFe ¥ AT fF AE AFCm HR AT UET FIET § ST IR AFCT ATl sHA AR o
HEGIR g1 & Fehcll UT| G, 3R H R & aled FIAl 3R IR T 3RS AR @ HeR & dqae
o & gl W8 F 0N & U SN fdehed MSTAT & Y HIGT & Ygel JlARdd el & ol His
URT FET ATl S8 LT & Srase foh HRA $T e & Ao Toh 3equeioiy gffad ¢ 3R 38 e &1 a«
Hee &1 Al, 59 gF 39 & IS Gt AT ORI ¥ Wiehleol 1 Higdror g I ATl Y o gg g e
AHA H fOUY $Te dlell ALY qd &I g Ygell U ATl SHIAU &1 GEFR #T gog H 428 & FFAeA H
A A IAR AW THH T HAG Il U F Helhid & GRIA 98T & 'HRAT T H FaT iR
FIUT W TS TaT & 9o A 38 AAFST & S 1 ReT Tohd ST 77| AEHSE oI ot &
FEed T IR TST ERNI TIfh JE T GIT &, 37eTeld & AR &, ST NSl & qRafAt & T R &
Toigd o1 Hisle ¥ $HY ScaTied o ar @I AN o PR 3Tl 37 g &t Afeienl 1 S o gr 3=
WX o U QAT @ Y FHhAT §1 Ul HH AR & ART A SR & AR U @ @ W ad 2 g,
HR F Y HEGA B FACACROT WY FT @M 31 §U Ioe 3T &M H e H & STHr TN Pieat
SIGTAT Ih| el Tdehedl H Ugel daTell fashed & FFT g 38 9T fhw 10|
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