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Beyond The Strip

If civilian suffering in Gaza is not reversed, chances of a wider Middle East conflict are
wider

TOI Editorials

Over the weekend, the crisis in Gaza worsened. The US sent a second aircraft carrier to the region as a
deterrent even as Antony Blinken toured capitals there to prevent an escalation of the Israel-Hamas
conflict. Separately, Israel’s military in a statement said that it will attack Gaza by land, air and sea. The
portents are not good. The conflict has reached a stage where the risks of a spillover are increasing.
Consequently, the Global South is once again vulnerable to an energy shock through higher hydrocarbon
prices.

The attack by Hamas was unconscionable and Israel has every right to defend itself and bring the
perpetrators to justice. But its approach so far has led to civilian casualties in Gaza, which can dilute the
support it has received. The US has said that civilian casualties should be avoided and its priority is to
create safe zones for them in Gaza. It's a sensible goal as democracies cannot engage in collective
punishment. Moreover, avoiding civilian casualties is an essential part of minimising the risk of
escalation. The threat of US deterrence may work on state actors. But as civilians bear the brunt of
conflict, it will get harder to check non-state actors or “lone-wolf” attacks.

In a tense atmosphere marked by distrust, escalation can be triggered by random incidents. Therefore,
the US, which is a security provider to some parts of West Asia, needs to use its leverage to ring-fence
civilians in Gaza. One way to start is to work with the UN to provide humanitarian aid. On October 14, the
UN warned that Gaza runs the risk of running out of water as humanitarian aid had been blocked for a
week. Working with Egypt and Israel to ensure that the most vulnerable segments of the population
receive aid is an essential step the US should take.

We are now in the midst of two simultaneous conflicts when large parts of the world have not completed
a full economic recovery from the pandemic. Another energy shock, on top of an existing debt crisis and
the still-persistent inflation in rich countries, can have severe economic consequences. This, in turn, can
undermine social and political stability. The cascading impact of the Israel-Hamas war should not be
underestimated. Consequently, it's important that the US and other regional powers use their leverage to
limit the spillover effect of the conflict by shielding civilians caught in the crossfire.
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Games And Costs

Were India to host Olympics, a key metric should be whether the infra has post-event
uses

TOI Editorials

The PM’s announcement at the [OC session in Mumbai that India will “leave no stone unturned” in its bid
to host the 2036 Olympic Games gave substance to yearlong speculation. It is no surprise that India,
which likely will be more than a $6 trilliondollar economy by 2035, should desire to host the prestigious
sporting and infrastructure spectacle. The misgivings are equally legitimate: our cities are near-dumps,
overpopulated, with little infrastructure maintenance, power and water woes, often littered with
construction debris and choked by inefficient waste management. Can Ahmedabad - the much-
speculated front runner - get Olympics-ready in 13 years? The next question is can we design the Games
infrastructure such that the host city and country benefits economically.

Allocations to sports infrastructure will have to rise manifold over the next few years for India to be in
the reckoning. Cost overruns for Olympic hosts are common, and India is a world-class performer in cost
overruns. Games’ host cities are often left with white elephants - Sydney’s Olympic Stadium annually
costs $30 million to run, Beijing’s iconic Bird’s Nest sits empty. Tokyo Olympics 2020 cost about $13
billion, and the city was hit by the postponement cost Covid entailed. Host cities have often rued bidding.
London’s Olympics minister said, as the British economy nearly stalled, “Had we known what we know
now, would we have bid for the Olympics? Almost certainly not.”

Both 1982 Asian Games and 2010 Commonwealth Games gave Delhi an infrastructure push - stadia and
roads - but both were small compared to the Olympics with at least 30 events and athletes and officials
from over 200 countries. Whichever city is developed as Olympics City, the test is how the event will help

the host city in economic terms. If large public funds are to be committed, a conversion plan for future
use is the starting point. The prestige then will endure.
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Remove Abortion Barriers and Stigma

ET Editorials
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Today, the Supreme Court is scheduled to hear an important case
related to the abortion plea of a 27-year-old mother of two children. The
case, which has thrown up key questions on the decisional autonomy of
a woman to abort and the legislative framework, has taken several
twists and turns. On October 9, the apex court permitted the abortion,
but then put it on hold. On October 12, it advised the woman to
reconsider her decision, and a day later, it called for a fresh medical

report to indicate the woman'’s foetal health and medical condition. The
woman, however, is firm on her plea for termination of her 26-week
pregnancy.

Whichever way the proceedings go eventually, this is a seminal case, with many key ideas, such as foetal
viability in abortion and the rights of an unborn child being discussed. But the larger question is: do most
Indian women have access to safe abortion? No. While abortion is legal, mindless rules often create
barriers. Besides, social stigma makes it challenging for women to exercise their rights. A 2021 National
Law School of India University (NLSU) study says the law leaves the final decision on abortion to doctors.
But doctors are not impervious to the notions of morality, shame and guilt. The Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) Amendment Act, 2021, and the overlapping mandates of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act and the Pre-Conception & Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, also creates
hurdles. Add to these an understaffed, illequipped healthcare system.

For safe, accessible abortion to become a reality, one must train and sensitise healthcare staff, improve

awareness about the legality of abortion, and create pathways for women to get abortion services. And
destigmatise abortion.
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Olympian heights
India must be wary of the complexities of hosting the Olympiad

Editorial
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From time immemorial, the Olympics has been used as a
soft-power medium. Governments worldwide have bet on
the sporting, economic and socio-cultural impact the games
can leave, as well as on the political legitimacy the hosting of
the event can bring. Post-World War Europe, post-apartheid
South Africa and Brazil of the 2010s are vivid examples.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’'s announcement at the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) session in Mumbai
that India “would leave no stone unturned” in its efforts to
organise the 2036 edition of the quadrennial extravaganza
is to be seen in this light. That India has also expressed an interest in the Youth Olympics as a precursor is
a clear signal that it wants to shed the reticence that came with the unsavoury happenings at the scam-
ridden and ineptly handled 2010 Delhi Commonwealth Games. Though the ratification of the host city for
2036 will take time — Brisbane was selected for the 2032 edition only in July 2021 — and there will be
other claimants, the move lays bare India’s global ambitions. Be it through the desire for a permanent
membership at the United Nations Security Council or the euphoria surrounding the G-20 presidency,
India has consistently sought a seat at the high table. The tag of an Olympic host can give it a vantage
position in a shifting world order.

Sporting-wise, it is clear that India wants to benefit from the strong tailwind produced by the stellar 107-
medal show at the recently concluded Asian Games. Ever since Abhinav Bindra won the nation’s first-
ever individual Olympic gold at Beijing 2008, there has been a steady uptick in performances at multi-
disciplinary competitions. There is even a firm belief that India will win double-digit medals at Paris
2024. While such confidence is not entirely misplaced, conducting a mega event such as the Olympics
presents a humongous challenge. Costs are often prohibitive, as seen from the fierce public outcry during
both Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020. In the case of Tokyo, the financial burden was said to have ballooned to
$15.4 billion, more than double the initial estimate. Recently, the Australian state of Victoria pulled out of
hosting the 2026 Commonwealth Games because of mounting expenditure and the Canadian province of
Alberta withdrew a bid for the 2030 edition. To avoid being seen as a populist ephemera in a deeply
unequal society, the I0C has moved away from the one-size-fits-all solution and now asks potential
organisers to present projects that best fit their economic, social and environmental realities. India’s
success will depend on how it marries its aspirations with the inherent complexities.
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W FE U GiAr # AT TS Aehellch §H hig VAT 7T UH qelld & Hae T Gehell g, [STHH Felehl AT
g1? Ig fonell off qeftierar & foT o S ofeg &, o € a8 HIA & F41 7 g1, ofehel Fa7 WS F 3o
AT T AT FE1 fohar e =fee, foad #Aefa 7 g AT o 8, Si9- dRas R, ditas g
3R enfdien fqeTrsrer?

S HHA H H$ oW TR & T 8 W 81 Fel 1582 H HIIT FIE2E Hhal o Ueh AT Holgd CoA-T-
STEr I UE AT UT| TETSAT A SEAH, SHS T 3 YA & el B SIS B G AT AR
IAadfeen arffier fafawar @1 aererd axar oAl Raradr it e e 7 o tar & a1l sa% ofay oy
# fdg, sFad 3N FR & algl & ded g1 ST 8, doheileh R 43 Teh RGN Flehcd gl Hevell §, Tord
THTS deheiieh 3R 3TAF AGH I Rl gl AT FH TATlUH & ARAS o 3afAdr &I anfdid 7ar
I AT e & AU TS T 39U e B ARG RAr g1 sHA R wd i sreracanar geeh gEdier
Sy 33 B e TS Tl o AN qarar § 3R At 9167 F syaraeahar sie 3mS3n| adrsidér
YIRS HT AT F S HAToT YB=l I 3N 3T 30 Slide HT FHATIHT HT gl A T FIIemw &ar
¢l SH @, T 3T Aolgd H, FIANUET IR AN F Jg @ & a8 & q1Y Fardr ar fh
T ifa, 9 3R ssar fr A@ ar B SO e & fov ssfyere, O RQw w3 # gy ot & v
ST ST 1= &

s § F A% arffie Ut & fov dedic ST S @M g, dioh UMidS fdege  taee I8 ot gar o
W ¢ T 58 a5 doelies T o oRE 3UANT v SIU? anfoiael &1 RUIE dhgell & o Teell ST Shehfolet
YSAE HT 3TAIT e AT 3R HfI-Fagaafierdr W 1,000 Asal HI 39T RIR HT 7 &l
BISATRITS CBFE FIA ATAAY & TN F adrel g, S Ig @A & v w1 FT W@ ¢ 6 WS A 3
HSGS & WY HY SIST ST Fohell &1 'TRTE Fhefefadr Us soiaee gB3d & Y@ HAigerAe diedl Fed o,
Uaie aiss Alafaat Hr F9g A& o THhd, Afhed I T IRAFHG TETF & Thd g, oif 3¢ 50 AT &
SOl 9T €S H Gddl S ¥ # Heg X Fohd 81 TIFd 3R IHHRIT THR & a1 dlhddl TeAUoIUH
FAC &, S WY dR W A Aoled F A I3, Wbl IRT TEPT T Fedl F FAC g &, SN g $©
AT & PG &1 Gohle AT § [ 3Moiehel Iholdlel Teh HGARY & 3R ST 370l Tehlehldel & FHTETA &
forr M 3r9ar © &1 9ad: 43 & 93 3cod H UH Ig o a1 f6 oer adf, AT, ARGSer 7 o
hael W & AU 3T, sfcsh TS daer 3R Red o= & fau o J¢|

oY, T TS Tehollch 3TERT & H €H IR T Heholl 87 Jao &R SHH FEAd ¢ 3ofeh AT, goIRi
el ¥ YAUCAS TATST I AT HER ol & ToIT AN 3R F2T &7 39T I © &, 3R g7 Ig IAad
¢ T SieRfea wamg off anor WX & IRT &1 add A, JgT ‘e ARR, Ggd & g, S e @ FAAr
FEcl gl St o B, AW T AT § F Q& §H 3 dicH H aAG, df §H FE AlH @ 7 1R,
IR 3R ATTGAT T T Bl eqFd FX & gl THAA: TS dehellch VAT AT FoAT Toholl &, ToITH HAlIddm
AT 8Tl STH IF 39T Hafed e Aol L i
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