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Political returns on passing the women'’s reservation bill look very good now. Don’t
waste this chance.

TOI Editorials

The legislative agenda of the special Parliament session, beginning today, is still not known definitively.
But one of the speculated agenda items is a bill to reserve one-third of all seats in the Lok Sabha and the
state legislative assemblies for women. The country and its women have come a long way since the
passage of such a legislation was first attempted in 1996. The vociferous opposition that every
government attempting this has faced so far, has also muted. Brutish scenes of male MPs tearing up
women’s reservation bills in the past, are now unlikely to be repeated. The socio-economic argument for
this reservation was strong even three decades ago. What the passage of time has done is shifted the
politics to the same page.

BJP committed to a constitutional amendment towards this reservation in both its 2014 and 2019
manifestos. Individually many male politicians must still be offering resistance within the party.

But today’s BJP can tame rebels. And the party has a chance to tell voters it has delivered the boldest
reform for women since the Constitution delivered universal adult franchise. Of course, Congress will
remind voters how it spearheaded the transformative one-third reservation for women in panchayati raj
institutions. Plus, how Sonia Gandhi’s staunch leadership ensured a women'’s reservation bill through the
Rajya Sabha in 2010, in a much more hostile time. But almost certainly, the governing party will bag the
bigger bragging rights.

As for reasons the politics on women’s reservation has shifted so much since 2010, look at the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections voting data: women'’s turnout beat men'’s for the first time - a trend also being seen in
many assembly polls. Women are the focus of many more welfare schemes, their issues are much more
centrestage. But their representation in legislatures still remains 0-14%. The same year the women'’s
reservation bill passed RS the budget had spoken of double digit growth - another unmet goal.
Policymakers should know there’s a close and much-studied connection between high growth and
women’s empowerment, and the latter will get a major boost if the number of women more than double
in our legislatures. Noting how much women have been empowered since 1947 or 1996 cannot hide how
much discrimination still persists, or how much it is costing India in wealth and wellbeing.
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The Econovic 'TIMES Dt 180925

Geopolitical Geoconomics

The India-Middle East-Europe Corridor is less ‘corridor’, more about trusted
connectivities.

Ashok Malik, [ The writer is partner, The Asia Group, and chair of its India practice. ]

Of the multiple outcomes from the G20 gathering in New Delhi earlier this month, perhaps the most
intriguing was the signing of the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEEC) agreement. This
announcement has met with both excitement and cynicism. Some have been dismissive of IMEEC’s very
viability. Others have seen it as a like-for-like competitor of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Where
does reality sit?

Strictly speaking, IMEEC is not a corridor. A corridor implies goods travelling from a source to a market
over a vast territory that contributes a pathway but no significant value addition. BRI is such a corridor. It
is essentially a one-nation narrative — that of Chinese manufacturing seeking market access in distant
countries. In contrast, IMEEC is designed as the intersection and interoperability of distinct economic
initiatives with independent potential. More than a corridor, it envisages an ecosystem, even a
geoeconomic megaregion. IMEEC makes three discrete domestic bets:

M India becoming more of a manufacturing economy, with rising exports as well as energy needs.

B The Saudi and UAE/Gulf economies transforming into a sustainable post-oil prosperity, with
stateincubated investments in new megacities that become centres of finance, technology and innovation.

B Europe’s strength as an innovation and manufacturing hub (Germany, Italy), with its quest for
diversified and trusted non-China partners.

In parallel, there are cross-border bets:

M The 2020 Abraham Accords seeded the i2u2 —India, Israel, UAE, US — initiative. When the foreign
ministers of the four countries met for the first time in this format in 2021, it was emphasised i2u2 was to
be a business and private sector-driven initiative. At its core is an Israeli quest to create new openings in
the Arab world for its technology companies, including health, water, agriculture and space technologies.

M India’s motivations are similar. Indeed, Indian and Israeli companies will both collaborate and compete
in Arab markets in some of the areas mentioned. India will also build on existing supply chains and
relationships with the Arab world in energy, food security, military equipment and services.

To illustrate that final point, in 2000, Indian exports to Saudi Arabia amounted to $861 million, with rice
occupying 35% of the export basket. By 2021, Indian exports had expanded to $8.69 billion, with refined
petroleum at 25%. The character of commerce is changing. iPhones and electric vehicles will change it
further. More broadly, IMEEC is not fixated on one key alignment — between China and a customer
country — but on multiple hubs, nodes and axes. It is held up by several pillars.
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Take energy. More than one IMEEC participant is looking at green hydrogen. India and many Arab
countries have massive solar energy plans. A key link in the ‘One Sun, One World, One Grid’ arrangement
connects India to West Asia. Solar power generated in the Gulf region could be used at peak demand
hours in India, available at very low prices.

Signed in November 2022, the Partnership to Accelerate Transition to Clean Energy (PACE) commits the
UAE to supporting investment of $100 billion to deploy 100 gw of clean energy globally using USbacked
technology. Among other things, there is scope here for nuclear energy, and supply chains and
deployment of small modular reactors. All of this could easily be incorporated into a IMEEC framework.

IMEEC’s connectivity architecture is ambitious. It covers maritime and overland transport facilities. It
envisages, at the very least, an upgraded port in Haifa and new railroads crisscrossing West Asia. BRI has
often built infrastructure in the absence of compelling com mercial logic. Think of power projects in
Pakistan, the Gwadar and Hambantota ports. IMEEC facilities will be backed by demand.

Rather than sovereign debt, they will likely be financed by Saudi and the UAE sovereign funds, private
equity from the US, and a combination of corporate and family-office investment from India. All of this
will encourage compliance with market principles and viability. There will be opportunities here for
Indian infrastructure corporations, and not just Adani Ports. Indian construction companies have long
executed projects in the region. IRCON, Indian Railways’ international engineering arm, was building rail
networks in Iraq as far back as the 1980s.

It is a fair point that a few of IMEEC’s connectivity projects could duplicate existing Chinese-owned
facilities, or even ones in Turkey. Is the cost worth it? This would reflect political choices and preferred
infrastructure — ‘trusted connectivities’, if you will. The fading of the globalisation model of the late
1990s has meant countries prioritise manufacturing centres in which they are invested but which are not
necessarily the cheapest. There is no reason why a similar ‘redundancies rationale’ would not apply to
connectivity.

Finally, IMEEC allows India to escape a key geopolitical trap: lack of territorial access to its wider west
because of Pakistan. The long-term geopolitical implications are enormous and should leave Islamabad
thinking. Frankly, even if Pakistan were to suddenly offer India a green light, no respectable financial
institution or insurance firm would back connectivity projects running through volatile landscapes in
Pakistan and Afghanistan. In this regard, IMEEC’s geography is more stable and better placed. Hence the
hope.
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-~ 3aR-derd W iR Ffear g daRas o & uRgs olRmr & ary
T LSk ARa &1 sfear afhgar-gemfaar Rl AecEgs @ FA A6
oGt s s P50 giforar Sf-20 @R dFdeeT & uftgsd ohRwr (FAvw 99) & a1y
S S WA # e A P, T g0 B a0 @ oz

-~ S %l?r‘é’l AT # SRR S wfEm @ReR aeh

e A JSUASH! W T HgATd §AT GRE F 9Y W TEH A H
gk ey gefll 38 9gd & 364 #Rd, dRan wfar 3R
T & o AR, 3w Redl 3R WETts Jsier’l i Asigd
IAAT §1 39N YHA F ST gU T AT f yfaruel dee ¢z I3 sARICR aRAsar & faw el
S # HeTA | S8 SEANdd HIRSR H Fofl, deheilen, fAfHATOT S &&f W A&g &7 @ SR fear s
saF NS TF 327 Fg o § & afda &1 Ao e & v W Sfed 7 g 3wl AR qa @t
gHT sRIe o fAer| T€r sRor § T S-20 ROr 39 aRASr FHr THGATIN H R @ 3cATed G|

W&Wﬁmm,m@aﬂmmmwmw@mm
fefaa forar Sruen| 8 qdf FINER e IRaA TR & HRT & SIS dF @ a8 FINER 9
TR A QT F I g 3T & H Feifdeiad) & e & g Hifae gt gl oRd, FgFd
IRE AR Tl JUS, HHAT 3RS, STMSA, SoNer R AN &2 S et & & ora i1 &fve § o
ar gg g WwEhfae Agea T & soR 3Tt &1 39 H I I@r I caraTies AT § S afear &
qE3HT o AR F oI HEPIA T AT o IMTelT-TelT I ACIH T ¢

ARA Ygel & & ufRaw R & @y 39er e Redh & a0 &Y & ot & & om g1 Ius & 9y
SR FHSIAT SHPT o357 3ed0T &, of #1fasy & @ & 307 ¢l & &y e aransit & 3R
S| GUS F WY ATH IAF B Iy o dRaw AR JF 7 HRa Hr Rufy woed e F
iy & S &2l & g 3% TSGR A TRAFT IAr:T &1 STH Theldl T & ART TrEY AT aRkee
At S & ©g Sl & Y HFd AMR FASIT (THAT) I FHGAT TR W TRl § HHA AT
T &1 31 a3t & o3 et @ 39l § % Sog & wERIcHs aRuneA Aot sEd @i & 7
HRT & IITRE R TG gl & I 3w Arslery #r off arfa Aot

TS g ARG 3R A & ST Fael AMRE @ 7, dfeh Tea WENah Rea o awfad ge
AT &I T TuAFS Neg AR & FRFT § ARG & 57 8T & I 39 Real fr s - av X
Seet 38 3R Folgd fFam g1 39e qdafdal & 3ee wuressl A 3ed s, waRe R Fen
w@ﬁ%aﬁﬁﬁ@@é&ﬁaﬁmﬁﬁwgmqmﬂ%ﬂﬁ%m&ﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁmﬁ
A AR 3maremer o A F et geT s Geul B [Fder #Fgca ¢ &1 aA gelt & i I8 Asiery
Al AR WRET & FE 3 gga JAAET erar e, deweie dieT 3R g o R wseT geeT
GARTT 9 T Tocll TS| HRA & TCHIVT & Tg a5 FAecaqUl @l o 30 31 &Rt & @y qeiehifereh
mﬁw@éﬁm%ﬁé&r@réﬁﬁﬁaﬂmw%ﬁvwm&wﬁ
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TUTHAHA AT & FrdTel H ARA-STHAT Redl 7 0Eifds 608 &7 T SeoEsia Uge] I8 o @1 6 3o
Redl & Sracle #RA o I & HASTA s Aol 3 A @M Teh YH@ Joll HYfciehall ST & ATY
Recl & sTas[g R o 7 Fad ST & J1Y 396 RRal &1 =10 @1, dfosh 3eieh A1 396l HihAdT &l
afd geTe @Il 3T 3RT AR IUS S8 T & IRINF Yfdeded! 3 AR & Y WEds FsigRy dr
feem & 3 §¢| FE oRcr § T GUETHA A & Aged H HRA o Fhcell FHieslider HeATar & Siiee
aRas &g gfdedefadt & FAS F FosTd U & # U 90 WS & & & A9 $fAF A At
fram| 78 38 e 3R IWETaE T5eiE #T ghlas & Sif ST o f & AT ¥Rd HT AfhIar H Tdish
Tl AT B S8 HTARFT WiEpideh FHceifaer R olail & ol & §uh o 3 ASer & &73r f&@fasr
gerd fRar g1 JeraTH S A o GAET-GAT W S ¢l &1 gRT fRam| 39 e 9 3FE 93 3RSt o
BUI WX S & AAA W 3 qul H HRAARN @Herd f Agwr J@ifhd g8l @olid, Rwer AR e
3 T TYFT HRAT TEFA B AT & ATeAw § AT Feahfaer oy & o Red sgamamh a1 & A
I N Faer TS HEIHAT o Fola, TER FFAR, T Hedl 3N WENAF dgdar & davd &
V| Fg Teh AUNcHS URdcT §, Sl AT el § o ARA-SNErr deer sgl 3iftren ool fafaeramqo
3R T v Sretenifers WEAleT i fERwr A IR §1 3T GEAAT AR @ Ig WHleT iR e
gefll JE A A FIS TE G [ A A & Aded A gAar & sH SR & WY Ig SgIAE
IS o shael AN I ERe] IMARIBAN T il el # FaTd Ay g W 8, dfch 9RA & dRah &g
Fr 8 Joret arelr §1 TE S H-Uewiiae R fw Rar & aret 3§ aRd $ sHar H g w2
S SHeT hdel S AT Teh gAY & 1A 3ol dlel A1 Qe 6], dfeh WEIR HFAG 3R ST I0Tdh
AT W Higd ABIGRT F 3R o for gl
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TAEY ARA & FFHed
31, AEE AR, ( ATWF FAT TR d IRGR Feawr 3R WS F 3R_E 7l § )

TUAHA Teg A & Aded H AR o a¥ 2018 F IJSAA
AR Arotell T e H1 A 37 ol T YB3 T
T Afg, 2017 & yRUEl & dgd Gl e i
IReFoUeAT P HHR el & d8T & YT Hi TS A HTeAR
HRA AT & ded oA & dld-dld H E T Al doh a9
W%Ergﬁmﬁqg’ulﬁaﬂﬂu—q T 9T AT| 3HS dgd S99 3R
STaTEehcl H ooy J1ufAeh, gfdciae 3R Jdides TR doh 98k
TILY QAU H8 AR g, gHRT U FaedqT go¥ Us dolad
Tt 3R TeaTHN S 3RTT ASlr & ATEYH § T S| AET
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Wa:rar&wug%ﬁ:aara:g?aﬁﬁﬁrgq%aa-aﬂaaswwwq@lsﬂa&wﬁmﬁaaﬂﬁ
& ToIT € 3gSA Ha AT o fhar arr 1 wseafd giody 79 & 13 RAdsy, 2023 it 38 Mg
I AR fham| 58 RIS & T STl IRTT STl Al SoA-5feT eh o ST, & fohdll T IYSHAT R
goY HFI3T IS Fa7l AR AR TIELT [V ST FHT A& I@T AT g1 Hs R PN AATRAT T IgareT
F fou cags hifder fr off cgarer & 715 1 598 O, g, Red a0 Bl e @a el
faeR, AT e & fAT amat 3R aet & sirar JfFA =emar 5 @

ITYSHT 9 AT FT T F&T G & 6.45 @G Gt AR 2.55 AG JA GAT T Tga HT &, AIfeh
e & ST 5T TS B AR SRl AT AR I Taeeg FQsil & o o Toh| 9fsd diagard
U St AT HAIGT HhoUell & Helhel 3H AT T IR fohar arar g, aifeh Tareeg Irsiansit &
A FHATST & §{ Ueh ShTad &l Al UIU| Hh! FARLY & o8 Bl YU Aol & [T 37 HAAG & dgd
[T 9EATST HAART ST &7 &1 STH 3797 & RIS T enfAe & Iy & Tawoar JfRaa 3R Fdae
e S w3 3k afafafar gers o1 W ¥ 38 HRAE & AT 7T MUR §- IYSA S @R,
ITYSHATT FAT AR IICAT HeAT| $Hh Tgd AT hiad AT & TN IAoA-T1 deb TILT [T Pl Ig ot
T HIHA R ST | HGSATT 3MUH @GR FT T T FERIOT § Tgel & & TR0 HT TGN H
Tg 319 ST Sk cIedl IYSATT HIS Fellel H 3R AN oS Swal| a&t ‘IngsareT qemw & SR anar &
TR R A Ty QB3 @l da SERkehdl & FEGR hal San| HgSHT Jel & AegH 4
ey ¥ gafad Affed Rarst & qana a)a &1 e fRar seen|

HRISHTT 3T IR AR & e [ a7 7 17 {cdaw @ g 718 § 3N 5 50 a1 & 31 GE+w
ds T TUHHA A ARTT ATl & dhdesd 60 H3 aenidar & & 3f%e I 31f0s ot &
HISHAT HTS Tollel T HHA SH IJAAT & d6d g9, difeh HIS 3 dgeiel FEELT Farsdt ¥ 37gar 7
HIGSHA FHT I YA TSEIAAT HEIeAT M hT Sed-5ich T al 3HeFesy, 2023 & gt 31 fea,
2023 d& T aTet 3§ AAAT & degd U X & Indl 3R g F Tt &1 AT geml 3qF IR
ALY N WS- deh FTEORLY AT T ol SREehal &1 JEOR fhar Swem| Seemiielr &
SAdheamor fI HaaTT [T U TS SgaE # St giafad wtet @1 H1a o g8 dgd
forar STUeTr| SEH HYSAT H1S FT FeRoT fhar Sirwen, ey Tl & g # SRRy & Sl 3R
HSA HRA U IS Sollel, Thifeler AU U TS TdT Sl aifdiafeal &1 3maisiel grem| Sofe
AT a@ide, faurges, Seufafafadt & remar R & Affed Tareeg Aot & ot enfier g
HTGSATA Al FI AT g HCATE Ml & TR W o & Tl 1.6 o g U Jolaid H R G|
Y 9ES TR W FHHA ANl AfSHel Flelall & ARNT HHAGNIS TOELT Fal 9 grem| 4 Hell &
HETH § $TAL, 3, Ardd A e & v wAd 3R gerer H Fowr v sgd S 3 H
AR Ty &1 R #H O I ol A9 Swvehdl & J9IX g9 |

goT Gl IR & ACTH @ U & & MG H IJYSAW IH T 3R gL AL arS ' HYSHRT Al
ars’ T g UHT Feh STH T W ERLT & AH A AT 98¢ Ay gien| oo anal & 3mgsArsT
&S TIROT, HYSAT HRA ged 35S, Thifder 3R HehrdAeh Td IR-HehrAeh NARAT & ol & AHA &
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100 gfaerad salst 819N, 3¢ AT g off fear Suem| Tareey Janit & Sid-od do o ST JAlT TWPR
w1 A% e 78, dfcwd ufdacudar &1 I yfdscydr TueAS Meg A T TIET RS IRFeTAT &
39T &1 JgeRUTS 3ufevg H el AT B, TS waq o, T A owman ad werfor gehq, A1 HivEe
QAN HAA|" I HeAI0T HT S H THA FAMGA §, 38 S W 3R & [0 NgSAET oa Hr
Ll'l\{ehvl-la-uéw‘;{{-l{ehl(ﬁ@r%“l%WW%WW?@‘WW%W@WW?
TEET R § WHEY AR #T A€ W IHEY Fea B
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X 92 AFad & AT I &9 dF g T SHr

T $AR e, ( aRss =R )

HISITET & 3 &l H A 3Hehs AR & HIH §9 cllhad &l IidSal §eld o =161 o (b AN 40 wfaerd
el & favey MtE A dfed &1 I8 o F 3 ¥ 25 ufaed & ey ik AW o §1 X
3ehs YoAld FUR & AU Afhg THEIAUIE ®R SHAhES R$FT (TE3R) iR A ol ard
(TsTgseey) SR AN-TXaRT HEAT3HT &1 usdler & IRonA §1 g7 HEABN o AR THE & 776 HEEAT arel
el Feal & 763 HiHel @RT YoAld & HAY cI@el A9Y Tl & faRelvor & U T F 377 ST fohw
gl Harer § 6 gael 99y der & erll AT & ARY & HF¥ 9gT 0?2 §AR IeTAdT TER SR F
Wor 3 AR &, O b T8 T & B ToT B T F A A & FE O aor e G B

Fol 306 HHal o 3 fa%ey NOUTUSF A o gl T Faom qay TA 7 &, o & 194, It 25
gfoRid & 39e faweEr R Imufe AE gdrw g1 11 |iEel & R@eey godr, 32 & fawey goar @
g, 21 & fasey ARt & @emd 3wy & Ade o dfdd §1 aR & Reey ar Jareer ad@ Fafe
IR §1 ST & 34 wfded Wiwel o e fvey ImRifUe AWl f gEer & §1 8d IF § & g
HPME H WET & Sl aTell HIAH S HAH & HSIT A AT S Aok I &1 385 81 & § 43, Tl
53 gfcrRrc |idal & fa%atr RIS HFAS &1 3T Goll T arHel 3 Ueh-"1h 6T &1 JUILel Hidd & 39
wfcrRid el & e FTRIRE AW §1 FAgRT a9 T A31S &1 GH R dlell AT & 36 H § OF,
el 75 gfaera @iwg gnf &1 vadldr & 38 gfawrd, o 3# e 9arél & 27 gfdwd @ieel & ey
TIfes A Bl

Toifa & IRENFHOT & v 39 geer 3R 98’ e deard | &, 9 309hs ada ¢ & 3= e e3¢
& dEave el 30 HFE A MY 9 g agt 79 wldwd Hiwal & favey AAS gof g1 WER, HENISE,
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Jeeer 3R e & ag ufaa sa 73, 57, 54 3R 50 &1 9w & 4Rd §9¢ & Ig R
Ridees g1 o ATt 3R T Fert fr @R o gk 60 &l

TS, Tsteliicrn gTonrifadd & AT # Tg AN AL Sl ST [T §1 agaferdt T Aeeifas geil A
TER 3YAAAT & AU G 3¢e ReAT ST a1 8| Goll Y Gege drel 3FHIGaR fAelel o@t, o gael &r
AT T EIETOT| 2004 & Jg Recr 3R o sl Bel-Belll 2004 H WH Ah@T LA HT Fiaerd
24 g 3, o fa%ey 3Tofte A gof 31 &1 a7 3R Toeiifaes caaedr @ dar a9 o 7@ <&, o
2009 # I¥E GiaRIdT St 30, 2014 #H 34 3R 2019 # 44 g arm|

sg el W PR AT Toliiide oF &7 @ S8 & JHAST o Thar § & ot sgr few arw
TSTAAI3T 9T JTolael Tieer &l AET A dlell STelied Ml W WA HIE A FoAars & FAT 2020 &
ﬁﬁmﬁmm?ﬁmﬁ?ﬂdddlFﬁddﬂd%%,éﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂﬁé%@ﬁ%?lﬁﬂﬁ@?ﬁ
AR T 39 AT 819 e qur-dar i @ A AuT & gfa & yfaeey @ €, safav 3w sieeemgt ar
sl T Aoft F FET W@ ST TGohdr, Dieg FSCER AT RIS ATAG H AN 910 Sl W 3elasT
HY-HFT A fGTT ST g1 grelifeh, Gl HE o 30 Heg W YoAd IR & TEids s F o Fgafa
ST §U A & Fefed S Tl Flofed-AHATT A §eT Tehod, TR gl & CHT Flofel FeAleAT HHG HT H1H
%lwwaag,mﬁsvaaﬁwgmﬁmﬂwwgéalWaﬁ%ﬁsqwaﬁrgag
Sog M| g, Aderr o Hgiis Ugel X, dl oid 39T ¢, W 3ofeh el o 3R Bl I Yeial
g fasred giar Bl
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