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Wrong Target

Life ban from polls for convicted netas is a bad idea

TOI Editorials

An amicus curiae appointed by the Supreme Court in a
petition related to criminalisation in politics suggested
politicians convicted in criminal cases be permanently
barred from contesting elections. Convictions
presently lead to a bar of six years from elections. The
suggestion for a life ban is based on the logic that it
violates the Constitution’s fundamental right to
equality, among other things, as civil servants in a
similar position are sacked. Are politicians placed on a
pedestal?

The relevant law for disqualifying convicted politicians
is the Representation of the People Act. Section 8 of
this law aims to check criminalisation of politics and
lays out grounds for disqualification. Over the last two decades, the Supreme Court’s approach to the
matter has been to interpret the law in a way that mandates candidates keep voters informed of
outstanding criminal cases but avoid sweeping change. There was one exception. In 2013, SC invalidated
a section that allowed a convicted politician time to appeal. Disqualification was made immediate. In
March 2023, Rahul Gandhi was convicted by a trial court for defamation and sentenced to two years in
jail. His disqualification from the Lok Sabha was immediate. Gujarat HC later upheld the trial court’s
verdict.

Finally, in August, SC stayed the sentence as the verdict didn’t provide areason for it and LS reinstated his
membership. Analysing affidavits filed by 763 current parliamentarians, ADR and National Election
Watch this week said 40% have outstanding criminal cases. Tightening RPA clearly doesn’t solve the
criminalisation problem. India’s criminal justice system, however, has many weaknesses. Therefore,
enhancing punishments on a weak foundation only provides perverse incentives for governments to
exploit the system to fix rivals. There’s no case to change the existing law by an unconvincing reference to
equality.
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Look Up, India Needs To Live There Well

High-rises must grow smartly, sustainably

ET Editorials

Gurugram is tweaking its urbanisation model to build
taller buildings. This makes for efficiency from a
town-planning perspective, reducing the cost of
building cities and lowering the impact on the
environment than that caused by sprawl. Given the
pace of urbanisation in India, municipal bodies are
challenged to keep housing costs low while providing
facilities such as transport. The answer lies in the
vertical growth of cities where people live and work
in dense pockets served by mass transit. Land-starved
Mumbai houses three in four of India’s tall buildings.
But other cities are beginning to look upwards as well
to cope with migration. Construction technology and
design are now at a point where tall buildings can
give back more to the environment than they cost. This weighs the argument in favour of vertical cities.

Yet, the argument can be taken too far, as China has done, by allowing forests of high-rises to grow in
provincial towns. Central planning has run amok there. Cities need to grow organically and generations of
town planners will be drawing lessons from China’s ghost towns. Efficiency and cost have to be balanced
against comfort and habitability. The spectre of cities gobbling up the countryside is no less dystopian
than buildings rising to dizzying heights. Both forms of urban growth deliver in controlled doses, and
governments have a tough job with titration.

India has a relatively slow pace of rural-urban migration. This pace will subside as fertility rates stabilise.
Still, its cities will absorb the biggest chunk of the worldwide population currently moving out of villages.
It needs to get urbanisation right to sustain its growth and benefit from the demographic dividend. The
choice of upward or outward growth by its cities will ensure economic growth is sustainable, financially
and ecologically. India’s younger cities at the frontline of job creation will have to take the lead.
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TeTa AT ARFAT wfeue ved @

HUGHhIT

AT 9 oiid g, [ R dishcdT H gARA @Y &1 Faad R fAsyer g & fow @fder o seqese 324
% TEd ToAld ENT ST &1 N1 T&dT g1 38 v J&T gra 3MgFd I gelv Sl dr gishar goia
HIC & o7 & FHAT W g8 AT g hae o Noer 70 avi @ gg dfFeq & & & I8 awur @9
THeTHAT AR A A Hare A §1 SR STof F SRS ST @M 3147 ¢ o qerea=l, gega= ar ARt
& e o goArdy HAIATAT & T HT GAars #f Fg Al &1 PR B $Hh Feedl HT g @
fshar off O STl oY 1 a8 Arh-gudr QW AftheT 319 caer seat 93+ |fAfd & qeA, v Hieae
A 3R e & AdT (TN SEAT TAR F) G, $H FFAT H Pl AR AT F FEEd F gl
el afa & s AT ST 6T §1 ATl Iolld 3MAIET 379 o fohdl HAT ol Fehall, o 38 A & Fehal|
sideic afta & gosmeT Solle @ Il =R AT ARAT HA gref| STl Th R Siolt H FgfFa & T o=
HIATTIH T ol THR AR ¢, @I Ig AT &l WHR & s Gy AR fAfA#He sraesie v
ATFTHAA 918 & &9 & ARG AT S|

Date:16-09-23

AT H dheiled ST JIAT
TS

7€ 3T I & PR A o Ioa FARerdt 3R ARSI # ag3er A IR GoAars de g
A forT| 38 W9l 3= SRl & | TS AT Flefel sATITEHOT, TSET HYeAT lefel AT
AT 3N TSET gRA ~arameeor &l o Aifed SIRT X 3o ASeeRt & qoT § &6 Far a3
gAdTS HATCT FX & 7 §? 3T T ¥ I§ Tae F o Fgr @ ¢ F I T gorars S g e g
3% HRUT FT §? MW o9 FAS wld A T Foaars I 3uAfarar Fey g g 8, a9 O @
aafder & AT aa & His 3T JET| I8 S & fF Trograr FIfag AgART T FE FIS TRT 6T
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3R SETerT Fel e & GiAY FACA g g §, oAfehel 3T ~argordl AR Ao saranfeeon # a3
gdrs sHfAT SR el =IfRT, Fifn 3EE ol & FHT vd HEe H g9d g @ A Jeelien & 3
o Wl AT g Taehod 3Ucey FAT AT T d A A ~IAe & FHET T 3UTEYA g o1 R ae3rer &9
# Y A GET B

reueuc»iq‘iﬁd*dﬁmwmaﬁ-ma?mﬂaﬁ?ﬁ%%maﬁ@mml3HT€fQT8ﬁ1%?T§'U
RTeAT # AT &7 & YR & Tohdd A| SHT FHROT A HIE o w1l H g3ias olish § Foars
$r IMTTHAT STars M| Ig A o had I el a1y, dfed 3/ derar Y ar sem anfew, arfe
foeel 3reTeldl & Hehcd oIS drell &l 8 3HHT AT87 TAA| 3MMaeTh Fhad g =6l & &~ deheilen
a1 s 3uder H, dfed Ig o § 6 9 37 3Tags @yl @ o g, oaw #Aeer &1 Aedror
JUler g1 k| I feaw & A &I T IR A Tg b & 7S 3Eh dqe@se § FeheAr
TeTelgeT STAhRT YISl T ST ehell &1 3 da@ge H SHAT 3 fqavor 3ucistr gl fo ol I 7 e
AAS ofed § 3N fhdell o1 fAEaRor g g 82 F:8dg 50 ogaeyr @ IRefiar & 3R & FeA I
JEMT AT §, oifched shaol ST &1 JATCT o1gl| §Td dd §ei9i, S dRIE W IR &1 {eAf@elm §¢ glem 3K
AR T FAT W AT Hel9m| 5T foIv Adell 3gredl & o 3Tdd’ Jereldl H =arareiielt $r gear ar
Jorer & g9, 39 HRUN FT HAarRer W Fer e, A ged A o9 fEEd W|a g1 39 d2g fir
el g AT S =T R fAwel ererdl @ deR Wi dIC # ofdd Al T JEar IR S H
3 & IR X I gl Jg ToRees Rufa &1 398 g2 &t 3aRam & gem| 50 fov =1 dF &
deheileh T 3UATIT A o ATY 37Toldl o hIH Hlel o & I T dGolelT gram|

i | .| I El égé Date:16-09-23

amﬁg'@"ra’lﬁaerm

. T, ASAT

AR A Fg AR TSI A WER gfoar B gl 3G 7 HT arel FEN AL 81 Fe & A FER
3T G F SHENT & folgleT & AP g R W &1 A7 [aiad o if $T 3deuaede ar § &, a7 &
dfeeT AR, 7eg R qdl qUT & U U #ET aUr GRwHAr TR & g AR §l W HRA Hr
WA o 7w A NS 78 1 IFARSET AT AW & faeg e efSehior & sl & FAdlds HRA
WEN T TR W I SNl T H{ld 28 HIHGT a4 Il g1 I§ Glaor-qa TRm & &% af &
3% o & & GE-TeRT 3R & F5 gt T o I 310 &1 HRA Ao 3R Sy SW gsie of dr
et & o 318 <7 &Y Bl
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UH &g F Aol &1 §? IS0 & AU Semeer &l WHRI 97 0N $H Jofell § Imem § 3R a5
SIS & 14.5 BEE & SR § Afehed 3THN SNael FHEIAT AR dgck & 3R T8l sedi Hi Ffeer &
o ot 30 g &1 via afFd 3T & AHS A ot g 9RT & 3Euy & # #@ofdEm, agls iR
e o gfarorgdl TR dur waeew AR RET & A 7 g dgaw Rufa 7 § SefE sadr
TIHN SEIT T 39eflehd oIl REAT @ A §1 $o7 4 qUT &S 37 2t 1 Ty arer off A §
3R 3T Frdstioreh ROT 87 3O&Thd HA §| T H T§ AR & 83.2 AT dI Jelel H e § 3R
faaaama & sad o w1 g o Eh gl ST Fehal & oF #RA & 3Td 4T & SR AT T Fear
FAT g1 3T HH THAST ST Tohdl §? Ueh oA df Jg g [ Ifad HHS 8 Tohd ¢l Ifa cAed He
Sy &1 3= gfaerd 9fd eafFd & fagey a9 & &9 & 7o) 3T Fohdl g1 Il HRA AT TWHR
3R ST T Jolel 7 FHT T37 g1 Hehell &1 SHS TTASIG g GIAT0T-qd TR & 3= 311 arel &t &
ot 7 9id =gfeFd eog &\ Far §1 0 A Taeeg AR e A sHr el o 398 FAK B Serned
S8 A # 3udle g 3R 9 9T IfFd HH ¥F & das[e dgek vedel A T Bl

wWq I8 M U § & oRa & Sgl Rl o & oRe H AU AHAA Tho e, Rfeca glyer anfy
Hedl S ¢, T61 3eTehT JOTaem o HAGN W &1 T A gurers & 57 eoqoll W &= & i SR &
fo TTHRT HTAHAT B S FACHU Tl HT ATl g1 T HA bl & Y dgeR YT | gTer
& H 20 & Ty A Y s A o &gl & NS Shfgd TIRT & 9T AT Sigd AARAT TATT
g AT & Ig AT AT e Afgv fh 98 &4 aTdl W dge § AT I A0 gl AEer & R w
ool fSTell 3N Il 3T &Yiell, Bl Al o Afeqst W Faes $U HEAT S, THRT FleHst
O ool dlel Heplel o foelTor & arfd Aot adelr, eiererd S, H%d Wiedlew 3R Ffhear e fgear
T 3R R T Adhg TN STl FeollelT g [ WO T AT 3egled THRT aer off sgrm|
GHAR 9 YREgeT HUTETT & &1 #| 3ogia #iasT & AT v faEararer Wicdgsr wRisA & fhar
orfer gfcier fafaaior &t & f¥aer serr o d|

3 38 TW@ & AHAMGH-3Yh Acioil I AT HIT STogalell gref| 3HRIe @R w war safae &
WHR $T HITETHT FaeqT TR el & Thod W01 $HAC 7 & o 9gd T gifear gget & aRomaT
379 AT 3T ST &1 T8I, U THEAT Ugol & Ao 3T @ g el & BEy & & #§ W 0T
(%ﬁﬁmw)aﬁﬁimaﬁﬁmawgm%mﬁ?maﬁgﬂmfrcquavleh qger T Jofe
H H9 veh BEE 9o &1 IRUTHTERT el 3R Aasifaes HOT el a¢| I woiddr fhg & s
RAfS & T 38T AT IaT| PR 97 3T & 7 T g 3R FI F TR BT FH FET & ar ST
e I8 § 6 o ¥ gefer gffer &1 Sv arfe gfd gfda Sigdr & gur gl @l = e
A BT ATE, AT raer 3R Feamomemir dhe & for 3R 3T oo, sag W Qe eare Hfed
A AT (T R) 3AH Jefer & & 3Teretr grm| Sfaror-qdt oRIaTg rfcaawamsit &1 amer g3 Fifeh 3egla
Al & fhr 3T 3Tl I dER FRAfT A §1 9efY A W@ Bl WERT B Aahiad o gl g
offehel AT &1 ST W oY &1 S T 3TaThT B
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= Date:16-09-23
AT F fateran

UG

STt H ORI S & ollail T JaT Uchel & [0 od AT § a1 eldl A & o] T FAT el
3R 3% Adr 3@ T AT Jaa €, 7R RQEear I8 § & 39 g FI5 0d IaEAr FAE 99 T g,
%ﬁﬁ@mﬁ%ﬁwﬁaﬁ@amﬁmmmﬁ@ﬁﬂww@mﬁaymﬁﬁm
graene T oY v §, 7 U TR & d9I¢ 39 AFHS H SR Ael § U Ig§ Sdolg ool & o 3meT oY a2r
I TSI I TRITRR BT & ool & Ford FeT 1 HH IR &1 3 5§ AHS A Fafed ~A T &
“ARIfAT & YT U T A Hgl & F 3R Fig afFad frdy 3Ry & fov v IR et ek & fear arar
g o 38F AT oI5 W HToldel YA ol ST TRT| H IS Y Aol H MRS ST & el &
@l @I Udhet T feom & T 31gA [GUR & ¥ & <A1 7 W@ ¢l

TMtcere & & AlSET Fefe STawT & dgd eTed d 3R @ fRer 3R @ ey e @t S 3N ar
Al @ ST T oIl Ulel dlell &l Folld oI5 W dreicl &, Afehe] Ig 31afd o a1 &1 g1 59 3@ & &
a8 afed T & T8 A1 TAUTEHT T YA o5 Fehcl HR Siidel & 1e STAVTAATT Hgell Heval g1 3
AT & 39 e A FEr ¢ F el @ 3Re 9fad AR Fee # aee #e arer gl arieel Jdfe
qige AR fauras ot w1 @99 $TOT H IldiAftcd H §, SATAT Uh SR sAfde R & ST 91T el
& d1¢ 30¢ TR &9 ¥ FAE ol & o0 3@y aiffd &Y fear s =nfgul 56 @eet & g uet
AR A5 g1 Thel § 1 e 3N T WHR & HHAARAT I ofe] Fa HIAT & 3678R, A 3eHEar @
o3 fohell off 3Ry & AT eIy SeNIv 91T i AT daT @ J@EA AT ST Fhell §, HIR AT &l
S AHS H 37T TR 9 FAT @I T g1 gl TSR, 2020 H Fg PR o THRT FaaRAr 3R
TSTAAIT o S Jolell Y WIRST X AT A1) HaTel § 7o &1 38 HAUT & 36fede 14 $T oot AT
ST HeheT 87

aﬁ%,ﬁmwmwﬁwﬁwq?qguﬁaﬁrmwd‘s‘,maﬁvmﬁra#m%ﬂw
¥ Q¥ oRE HFd R ST Feh| AfheT 3T G o & W 3 FiFe 3R aurs ¢, Sad o wfad
HATHAT T TEAT 937 g1 8T &7 & TS TANR I TAITAURAT TH SHhICH RIT &I Th I9¢ & Fardm
T 5 FAT TTeE Frag Al Tiwe F B JRIRE AF g § s ¥ gTha Brag A
IR et F T3 gU &, A g, geAn Hr wfer, queIvn, Afgemst & feey HY S§ A
AMAST §l Farer & & <1 7 T dF A 38 YA & T/ qohd A IRfAF ofd @ Jgod w1 fq
afe=er &1 Far giifer gl AfRad ®9 @ Ig v fagy & ¢ for fonely 3rowrer &1 e gt 3R Hemrmaar
il o daele IS eI Sieldl ®l FHISCIN el & ald & WY Yold Hele H 3dARAT § Sielar &I Hells
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e HT dlel R grar AT § AR ol S ST R fawnfashr 7 d6 R Flefd Seller i gishar 7 e
o o R



