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Scrap It

SC did well to place sedition before a constitution bench. This law, in any form, has no
place

The Supreme Court on Tuesday referred the validity of the sedition law, Section 124A of IPC, to a five-
judge constitution bench. The backstory is that in May 2022, SC suspended the operation of the sedition
law while it was under consideration in a case. Subsequently, GOI introduced a bill, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 to replace IPC. SC ignored this development, and rightly so, as any law to replace IPC will
have prospective effect. Sedition has often been misused - prominent examples include its application in
agitations on reservations or even the one against the Kudankulam nuclear plant. Many thousands
remain affected by open sedition cases.

There are also other reasons to justify SC's move. The wording of Section 150 of BNS has significant
overlap with IPC’s sedition law. A constitution bench’s verdict on sedition will be useful to the
parliamentary committee that’s studying BNS. The primary problem with the sedition law was summed
up by former CJI NV Ramana. He said that if the police want to fix somebody, sedition is invoked. The law
has lent itself to misuse because of loose wording. It’s also led to jurisprudence that’s not quite in sync.

The constitutionality of sedition was upheld by a five-member SC bench in 1962. Interpretations of when
it could be invoked have evolved in line with the ways the judiciary has dealt with fundamental rights.
Consequently, we have moved from justifying sedition when there’s a “tendency” to public disorder
towards proximity, such as a “spark in a powder keg”. Eventually, there was a line of demarcation drawn
between advocacy that is not punishable and incitement which can call for police action. Regardless of
what SC has said over time, the only constant factor is that sedition has been consistently misused by
police forces in India to clamp down on expression or protests that inconvenience governments.

Sedition in its current form or even in a revised manner has no place in India. In power, all political
parties have shown the same inclination to misuse the sedition law. The most important lessons from
India’s experience with it is that there needs to be clear demarcation between the state and the
government. The latter is in place for a fixed duration and there are limitations on its exercise of power.
Loosely worded laws always lead to abuse of power.
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THe EcoNnovic 'TivEs

Follow Your CSR Monumental Money

When it comes to heritage, India is rich. Safeguarding monuments
from wear and tear, pollution and human damage requires
substantial funds, human resources, equipment and expertise. The
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) maintains 3,696 Kkey
monuments. To meet their escalating maintenance costs, earlier
this month, Gol launched Adopt a Heritage 2.0. Under this
revamped version of the 2017 scheme, ASI invites corporates to
utilise CSR funds for defined activities — from developing,
providing and maintaining amenities, including toilets and
accessibility, to knowledge dissemination.

On paper, this is win-win for everyone. The benefits of keeping monuments in top condition are many.
Along with ensuring that they age gracefully, the economic spinoff of well-maintained monuments is
immense. Good tourist flow can ensure not just gate money for monuments but also for those associated
with the tourism industry. In 2022, the sector contributed X15.7 lakh crore to the Indian economy. By
end-2023, it is expected to touch X16.5 lakh crore. For any city or town, a good inflow of tourists means
pressure on governments to maintain associated infrastructure and security.

But while CSR funding is helpful, corporates shouldn’t treat such expenses as perfunctory gestures to
meet regulatory obligations. This caveat is important as many companies write generous CSR cheques
without following up on the implementation process. This approach can do more damage than good, for
heritage monuments, even permanent damage. ASI must ensure that CSR funds are spent wisely and
effectively, and any project undertaken with CSR funds is examined and supervised by experts as any
infra project is. In the end, the health of these monuments are ASI’s responsibility.

aﬂa W Date:14-09-23
SM-20 T TP FHAE F U FIH GG FROT
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3TN IT § Tk MeAeR 9T WA glel & dlg HAT S9Tar §7 9Ief arell STg Foadred g Sl g, HgAwed
U B elle S €, 3R ASEE 38 Sol AT i B AT € el aledd @d g1 6Ra v 3 Tgr
fufa &1 20 @ffie &1 @@wa @ a7 3R T@ Tk 99 FEAE @red g8 g1 A5 faee fr @l g8
el 3 38 FiAT & ATETA § U IJood@eld Fholdl IS5 & |

1. 3ThTeheT JIATT I HETIAT & YA &I HI[ATS ARA o & Aq| T§ haol Teh aAifcerd faam € =g T,
s NS T VMAETie o H GuRer i1 aaer o o 3R 78 Roeh it 56 suafey w ad glem =ilRu
i AT T a1 af AT &, olfched ARA & fC@mar § [ 3@ 33\ & &7 o Jrar g1 oar 5 fager
N TH. SIARL o FEl, TE TAGTA-ABY & AT U geer-Hew § 3R 3R Sy Rt & gATena
piferer &

add H 3Pl I HRA 1 ATAGAET A AR Al S Ao Sl H gueHEN dig A A Uw
YIS FIAC H AT ST A, 5 disH 36 TAGA-AE3Y 1 A EIr Iar ATl SHA e 125 &
MAS T Al AT dRA P S-20 Fr GRASHT FAeler v e d & F§ A §a1 foar @ oar & aRd
TSel-AT3Y T HTATST ool SHWM| ST AR & JUHAHAT o HPlehed iodel & YASC Y T ofamdr o
gfaar 1 Ush TER A & TR A : A F Aded R M [SeAfder i srguieutan

2. Sf-20 @A # 43 dRGH-ACT WA gu I, a1 20 Tegreser, 9 AgA-&r AR 14 dRash-vaifaar &
yHE Al Tg R o o-20 AfAc A 30 O 1 TIQ 937 A3 UT| FAC HT Toisr o goalr & e
mﬁagmlsﬂﬁﬁmmﬁwwaﬁrm@ 3AH FolSHC BISdl, TECaAdd [dprd, olfdleh AT,
ﬁ#‘fd’fah‘l?ﬁ Tguene Tt & GUR 3R ool F Tgd e MfAT A1 HT A S0 fhar aram feed erwon-
W34melmﬁwmﬁﬁm%ﬁwmaﬂ?mmw¢ S f& Sfr-20 &1
gAY Haex o B

3. Sf1-20 @ffiT & $lHd Felild # AdoTTem-Hgeaar o a7 3R 37Fs $6& A% &1 9RA o 60 e
H 220 doh Fl sEF NS TTAR AT R SN-20 T TSETISAT T W of ST U] SHH 9T 3¢ FUS
aﬁwmﬂmwﬁ%m?,QQWWWWW&I-W%M@%* FAHA| ART SHI-
20 & T Te AT TFYSIC AT ATEdT AT, ST §G HERT H gled dlell ST & gk & d8 8l 3qb 9 Fr
g Tose M- PR Sf-20 & Aok aert & genfaa g § aF sadhr ufshar & Sl of gielr arfeu|
R 50 Si1-20 & AlhdATR0T HgdT ¢l

4. gagFATa &1 AT FET Fgad H Gdar W &, A & 39T 8 il afiRasd 3 &7 59 gfde &7
U fhaes AgsdT oat MU F AR T 3EN TF 39 o e & wel A Al sEd Tod gy g
9 8 Thd | AfFT 3id F 0RA & gagFAfa & @[ATT F gwedar s 3R v @ avoT-uT SRy
fora, Tora@ @l weT HeaAd g1 Th| g HTAT Hgcaqul § Fdifch TSl 4 Toh 3icdd Ydiehe 3R fasmisra
gierr & g W@ 81 UREH # & R A @ GHET § 3N A B e AR eiEer s 4 @ A
RA & FaTFATT & FATT #7 HfseT Frer = @)
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5. 3 IfAe o S-20 i grafAear 3R 39 ufa Qg & R O T8 Far &1 g=as 38 § & afde
T RAY Fr T SIET AT @ il deg R MEFER FHT AR A1) AFANT ¥ I 9RO 3R dEaR @
IS, S Sf-20 derdieT Hr Teliadl GARTd g T uran| o1 & g5 dRash icgaeyr Hi G&m F THh|
AT Hreel oR R d9 36 g o R §1 gurerES A 7 favare & 58 3w F IR A ard @y
3R 3@ GURA T R H| 3T A T gei A A T T FHAEIE TG T 3R GRGA- AT A
HRA &I 3HdTea fohar| SR & oF AT AT & AT Fe @M &1 ofehed ¥R « fe@mar & f& Sf-20 3mer off
I ARG W § AR 38 FHE T BT AR aEaR #4a S8 B
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HEII}RT
qad#teT &1 AR a@@
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Hafed =T o USTalg Hlefel & YAHAET & HH Faue @ Hi

SRRSO gl R &1 wurem 1 gg o R 1962 & Ry e weH RER
WHR & gl A # Uig T Ffaus i 6 gofars - aishar 3R

‘ 3H% QU o W 78 aRFEAfaEl & qafdear i Sa &1 a9 idd H

@) S THEC B GEARTT G A HRAUA & WS 14 F ded o, dhed
)( yede-19 ¥ ded PR R amr an, S afeafFa & wadEar @
Fafaa g1 safov i @i 9l & &g WPR & Y&drad v [a8as

& el a1 Sflel odoh SISl el I IHHT Hollg 16l Al SHA al & A= Tk ar AT Flefel Teh o
dE & o] gl 3R 388 Wl Al W faar 787 g1l g@, Wl Flefed & haleadsl T FHIeT it
@m%lsﬂﬁvﬁwmzomﬁzwaamgasmﬁusmaégm}amGMm
AR fohT 1w 4 38 QVRAEfY sgd &A M- 2019 & gl 3.3 Bwg O 2020 # 33.3 Frg | Y
gt ol TR T HIBT Alelcl- HATHT T ST @ &1 df Fafed ereld H Rl Hleled R $H AIRT &
i EraeT ATl AT fAOIR H SR AT ThA-3 WSl B TAX A STefed, elenaarg S 3hde aro X gaEY o
O Ao T @Y ol arell SRARAT ASTE & I A W& 715 &1 3N sqehr ifhcasdr Falm arel & Far
N TGAdH AT Hel ¥ ol ATRAH 3HHG dh W 35 &l 38 FaAF Tl 3T 3R FIrm am:m g
gferd gdsh IR 1 el 8 FIRFAR T Tl 81 37efear, 0 Q9T & WaR & FAr o fof@d ar
i T3 #l S2glE & SR ¥ gcT AT aar g1 3Tl aRNT ey i HfAer fr 8 g1 Ig
Y@ifehe &Y ATY HAgeaqol HeR g1 greliich 38 AT [A9Th & UGl Hoeh H [ & 3 3 o9d @
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g1 df 38 3R T ¢ T Aler #RA 3Mafeafdes wrer &1 ¥ dfdew a1 vedg 7@ § @ g fasree &
oy e IS & STe YaT g% HeTaardl-3eaer 3 Adn qRITUfaIr & Ahue & AT aRa F W@

lefel T el SIHR Bl




