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Respect The Mountains

Himachal and Uttarakhand need to reimagine the road ahead, not repeat what got
washed away

TOI Editorials

IMD has forecast more heavy rainfall for the Himalayan
foothills in the coming days. So, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, where the rains have already triggered
hundreds of deaths and much destruction, may have to take
further monsoon blows. The year began with alarming
subsidence in Joshimath and the bad news has just kept
pouring in. Through it all one message has become crystal
clear, that these mountain states need a new development
model. Breakneck widening of roads, construction of highrises
and gushing of tourists are unsustainable and dangerous.
However, despite months of debris and evidence piling up,
whether the two state governments have accepted this clear
message remains worryingly unclear.

A telling story in TOlIyesterday outlined how in the case of Shimla, the past couple of decades have seen
geological and environmental norms flagrantly violated by government itself, with others then aping it. It
still continues to battle NGT efforts to stop Shimla’s perilous vertical growth and encroachment of green
zones. CM Sukhu has promised to fully restore the damaged infrastructure within a year, but the
commitment that is really needed is to rebuild sustainably. CM Dhami next door has kept up the
celebration of record pilgrim numbers and walked back from capping these. He has also criticised how an
atmosphere of “fear” was created about Joshimath and declared everything as “normal” there. Work on
the Helang-Marwari bypass near Joshimath has been restarted without any public broadcast of new
safety features. Amid continuingly unusual occurrences like residents of the upper Ganganagar area in
Rishikesh reporting groundwater oozing out from the floors of their houses, government is acting as
usual. This nonchalance is a guarantee of more pain with the next heavy rain.

If the 1976 Mishra committee’s excellent and prescient report hadn’t fallen victim to indifference,
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh would not be suffering so much today. This year’s lessons mustn’t be
similarly ignored. One essential task is a truthful assessment of the carrying capacity of the hill towns.
The tourism industry needs to be practically reimagined here.
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Brics Is Brittle, And May It Remain So

The grouping today is a pretty toothless talk shop. But this serves India’s interests and
prevents the rise of another strident, anti-West, China-dominated platform

Somnath Mukherjee, [ The writer is chief investment officer, ASK Wealth Advisers. ]

The ongoing Brics summit that began in Johannesburg, South Africa, yesterday should remind us that for
a marketing pitch the grouping has had a remarkable run. So much so that it has outlasted the patience of
its creator - Goldman Sachs, the American bank that first coined the term in the early part of the 21st
century, has long withdrawn the imprimatur of its own creation by shutting down the fund that
represented the concept. Somewhere in its journey, the amorphous forum added a member, South Africa.
Now, there’s a more ambitious expansion in the works. In the latest summit, more than 60 heads of state
(and government) have been invited. But why?

At first glance, contrary to the raison d’etre of Goldman Sachs’ grouping, the five countries have charted
very different growth trajectories. While China and India have stayed true to the promise of fast growth,
Russia, Brazil and South Africa have been rather anaemic. Especially in the last decade, when all three
have virtually remained flat in economic terms.

The concept of a soft ‘Western hedge’ grouping isn’t new. From the Non-Aligned Movement in the 1960s
to G77 in the 1990s to the short-lived G15 in the 21st century - a platform for the Global South/
developing countries has been of abiding interest. But interest is all there has been to it, as most key
participants in these groupings have had larger politico-economic fish to fry with the US at various points
in time.

However, the recent weaponisation of US-sponsored global commons (USD as the global reserve
currency, SWIFT as the global medium of monetary flows, free and open trade across oceans) has
triggered anxiousness. No wonder, Brics has emerged as the new forum to evaluate for the ‘Western
hedge’.

But Brics has struggled to graduate beyond being a talk shop. The Shanghai-based New Development
Bank (colloquially also called Brics Bank) - the only material output of the forum to date - is floundering,
with a rounding-off share in global development financing. Most of the other ideas range from the
antediluvian to the Quixotic.

® There’s a lot of talk about a Brics currency. But none of the five members is able to (or willing to) run
an exchange rate monetary policy regime that even approximates the US. Not even China, whose own
experiments with internationalisation of currency (via offshore Yuan) were less than a modest success.
Further, the second-largest member, India, will never acquiesce to a China-led currency union.

® Free trade zones? India stayed out of the prestigious RCEP trade pact pointedly due to China. Further,
India, analogous to the US, is getting increasingly wary of trade deficits with and investments from China.
Even a halfway-there economic union or FTA is currently many bridges too far.
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As is evident even in the limited economic dimensions of Brics, politics within the forum is fraught. While
Russia has moved closer to China in the last two years, the movement for India has been just the reverse.
It is tough to develop politico-economic congruence when thousands of Indian and Chinese soldiers are
standing eyeball-to-eyeball on LAC. If anything, today there is greater congruence of interests with the
Western world than in any grouping where China is an outsized participant.

® Issues of global commons, a third leg of potential cooperation in Brics (and its potential larger avatar),
are also fraught with diametrically opposite praxis of China and India on a host of issues. On climate
change, for example, while China’s per capita emissions are rapidly reaching US-levels (it’s around 50%
today), India is at a fraction of those numbers. While there are attempts to club India and China together
as kindred souls on this issue, the real fact is India’s burdens are rather lower than China’s, while the
latter’s are rather closer to those of the US!

Despite the contradictions and lack of success, it is in India’s interests to remain in the forum. China’s
been encouraging the emergence of Brics as a counter to the West. With interest from close politico-
economic partners like the UAE and Indonesia in becoming members, the worst outcome for India will be
to exit and thereby clear the field for a Chinese institution. It serves India rather better to remain inside,

retain influence as the second-largest politico-economic power in the forum and ensure it remains a
toothless talk shop. The fate of NAM, G77 and G15, to put it pithily.

“Plus ca change, plus c’est la méme chose” (the more it changes, the more it's the same thing), said the
French novelist Jean Baptiste Karr. India’s interests lie in ensuring the same for Brics.

aﬁa W Date:23-08-23
AR & AT ggeat 9w AR FA f TR
FarERr

AT 3T T &1 T &, giordr & HRA T SN o &1 oIehT| 37Tehs $16 6T Slordd, el Q1 Fw ot o7Et
Iard| T 1947 & 221 Fr Sy 20 3RT 3o o, S §e1 2007 & 1.2 ffoTsr sfek a1 1200 3RS iR
§é|m2014ﬁ2ﬁcﬁu:r, 2021 # 3.2 AR a¥ 2023 # Fg 3.7 Rfol¥=l SleR & a1$| AN giear & 5a
AT | Wifehet GANT 318l T AT Tareh § "wRafsier dlay dRE a1 iy I a8 ool 6 T sfel &
IANHT # T IfFd Sl T TS ¢ T8 AR H fohcell Tler ST Fohel §1 50 YA R ARA Hr
Sy 13 Rfome ster &, @ & 33 3R 3@Rer & 26.9 R ster| fid doaar o) 38R &
HFEA TET aE&G ARG A 3.5 I A DT F 1.7 o7 TE S @l §1 Aot IETET AT B § 3H
YA (T R $er ) W ara & gfa afFa 37 9037 ster g, St @R iR @\ & sween
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80,025 3iX 23,338 SieR &l T35 dh o 46 FUT U W SAGA-T9eT He aTell l AHid- IS 3R 78 FqU
A ardl A TT AT & 37T SRT THEAT oFT, TehisT ST, ReFem Toe), Sof et 3T Feoll ST arell
T HT W AR S| FI7 98 Ul TR AR gU 365 et 0 & st & v 300-400 90 AT orclr
@maﬁ,ﬁmﬁ%w%dﬁﬁwﬁgﬁaﬁw%ﬁww@wwwﬁﬁwa
el & 9fd caffd 3, Feoll arel 3R o & | AR et A T T SAISH TR T FT (AT
ool TSI 3T P FATEIT T A9 & o ) Aoy S &1 I8 off @ o5 a1 39 3y & #Agah e /
TOELY IS & g<al @ Hee ?
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FRIX AFedl F AFT EART For @A § a1 FA4M

AdeT HITd, ( AT F 3YIHSR )

smﬁﬂsrtlﬁa'q'ﬁmﬁaqdl 7741 FadAAT GaH HAT QT AT, A9 Ueh A hieT FSe HT HTcAGAT $Hl e
TS| Ig ATl T VAT 2047 TeaAr AY| Fler AT T FART RN yomenr H [T @wiEat &1 gde A@r Jrar
gl 3Fh A I Fomrad # or@l et Ta-faa Avasd @ ger8 wd &1 I FII-Ifaeauicns
AfRwd 3R SR H vaer gdemst & 3ot g & 37 Taw gia &1 R fr gers #@gal g §,
ST @ digr New W gedr g1 SE T g1 gidr & & 39 #7-Aar 39 v s =R ® § Gaa g
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬂmﬁwﬁ%lwﬁagwmgﬁmm%lqaéagawaﬁaﬁa?ﬁ%lsvareraﬁr
RT3 & T T &7 1 @ 2 gfderd € gl &, AT STal Iodr A1 Holleh wTgl &1 ST Jar gdemsit &
Adiet 3T & ar darg uqugu ST g1 2 9faed & fHSRE-XC &1 Adeld § 98 iderd FESeH &l
HWQ%F!TIﬁ@ﬁmﬂ@w\%qu%‘rad‘lw;\Ealdla’ra’raﬂﬁ?ﬁ‘w’?

IfeheT ST sharel hleT & 8T &1 USET Y ReplsH JU & Toh dd & Hdrigeh 2021 # #Rd A 13
goIN EIA-UaRT & 3HTeHGeAT Il A AT 35 | 3R AT of foh @l # e a@ Fsed ¢ ol T &
T AE] FA W e AT H T 30 FESTH AT IMcHGAT &of gl Fo RAEw awgeht § 6 wler &
TCSTH & HIcHEA3 T &X & §, S @81 & Jeraqol ARl & HROT gl AT T§ 9 o 1 &
gaEr § 3R sue for Ry v oY 3R 3 R FaaT F SN ogts @ FH Ad T STH
T g7 a1 F?

TIH gl ARAT Neq 1 Ig FASE N & sigey AR SRR oo W) & gfear @er 787 g o,
@a@q&%mamsﬂﬁam?ra:quaﬁshaamﬂaﬂwaﬂaﬁmr%%,aﬁméﬁﬁﬁw
RIS $& 81 JTer veee AR wrgey & it GA1 FHART ST Tl &1 Teh goblel Ao, Herer Hifsar
AT weohiagied, HR JoR, gl HuToldh, TRAg 3T fARAV, HieTollsel ghelaR, HSATTHT : FeTat
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O frdT & AT STl I1 SollfoR Sefall SR 81| & T off gar Shaet foerd €, 5o fow o R 3ma
&, 3I9eT S 9T 379l AThIH YT T §15T AJ S|

oE}, TeTeRt o oY TescH @l Thdll TIoA &l THE e &l il [T g, dfeead sas 6 34
haol YeTS & FaId I§| FESeH & IAU & 38 U Folldqol AF &1 aE S | I Fad 37eoT ol
P I HY, el §C a b, gl ot I F¢| AAG ST & I A9 AT $HE GFR $o A gm|
R, AfI-AATEBRT & S@ar g fF d¢ TEHRT Ploel & FAT dgdk AT SId &, STdfeh ARd & el
HAIATT 39 3cUTel-aarsit & o -7 &I wafdAedr ¢d &1 Fa1 3¢ Al Feag & 9Ra AT
3 ST TTRT? AT §3 PIURCT P dicloll H T ol & fow INT AST T afgu?

T3l @ off FHESTr g & 3R J Selfaal &1 fAgfea & fav velie widst & & & S g ar 9
FAEIT & FoIsllel & ol iR 3oIeh & 81 MW T Teq Sld & A Ahfodehol olfaiar T e
3¢ I BT §? d A IATSSd Hietsll H S g1 § S FCScH &l Thel FAT o6 Hd? SHY g
Fletall 7 S el H1 1T YaT geT| HaH 3T H Fscd & 8 Ig ST ot aifge & Shasr #oR &
R SHA gAAT & SHE gl gIdTl ol 36 dd W HIVIT S ¢ Fhd o 1o [acarddl 39e dalid &l &a
HH I, olfched Todls Tg & o AT Pl IATg gl ¢! HTIHR! a1 & [T HI$ Agr Ao drelml gl Ig HTH
W @ ¢ & 3 Slaed 1 AT F8 FeT g1 SFageT A A g @ W9 A8 TRt gl SiY, g
SaeT &7 3id e &1 arertaar 3N garent 3mer o fAedr W, 9T 390 geie] SIS Sl Fer & &dr gl
3R AR U BT AN 39 wed, I0ETT AR FE F deed, b q@l feRm # A H AR g gl
e A R IO Ger-fAEs R @Mied gl FIfh 3R g@RT T S dTel g Hgeld 3R e
SiiaeT 7 HuY &%el & v 3R ASdr & R & L &
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fAoias Az W Tw

¥ ). uq, ( dEF reaa RAd w33 & 3uredst § )

S THI JHASET ral eh19eh IRacel & ek & R @M &l 36 Hsr # a0 3ok # e g ©
ﬁwfﬂwquﬁgﬁmﬁﬁm‘%mﬁ?%lwaﬁﬁwww%l QTS TEART TaTseT
I THERT T SN-20 @ EFETAT & aIf¥icd & Ay dRTw A F 9RT ¥ FJgar 3R S & safav
ford ok & ER GUEHEA Weg AN F Aded B g sgd TR T q@IN v AT
AT T RO 7 s, &9, 9Rd 3R AT & Faee s @r&mwg‘éeﬁlwma@ﬁﬁ
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qEA FAWSET BFIAT & U YW A & ¥ 7 AFRAA @ 7% 3R 319 s5F AR ¥ A g & B
foip T Hohouam & Y faeg &1 40 gfaed Faaear 3R e Qs 3 & AuiRa e arer et #r
FHESCY il AT| 3o ST & Afd-HAAdsit & I8 faar si=m 3 2009 # sweiel, &, #RA AR @ &
ey fyeh oeie &0 @ Hfedca A 3marl a¥ 2011 & SfaYor 3nhrer & S3@ & @y e 3iaa: foed
B3| S8 Teholedl & NS TET 3eed o7 & dRawh MR & gof M &1 SN I9Terl § 3 Ieqoned A S
3MaTST A6 ool STl ot 3§ TR T HTWR HFAT AV| AR 36T AT & Tk 1Y 3T 9 IRGA & Adcd
3R gdEd arell fadig qomell & gded 1 Yaldr o dfRaesh e Gumel T HJelel Tl &l

fsora & 318l oo & BT B o o IR BPN T o gl a9 TE Told & dle IHH IS g F 3N
TS| TP TEET &l H 3R Ay & 7| fAdwer 3R 3R AT & Fe¥ &F Ig 919 T+ dodr &l
3H $RUT Y 39 TISA T 3UAFNAr 3R #Aged W HaTdT 380 | ol ART & TReHOT ¥ §aFq & 3T
SSTd &I Teh dofg g 8N A T 98 HAe fauR arel O St & |rY Sgar dedr o, St A & foRaR ded
cecd 3R graed 1 Fufd # veh HaR® #9 W 38 TFACR Td SaecE 9o Th| #Rd & 3&G O
fr gfaror 3nher, s 3R & S @ganlt @9 W gaa sreex foad &1 3Ts AT Ul g,
Afehel dgold A IR IRFEATIT & g &7 Ig 3l aRremdY gidl 75| v aoFd & oI diehda] ¢er &l
HRA & 9fd 937 Tose AR fAshe Tgaler arell Afq o, dfthe Iohet Jeur & e GO Feolel YE &1 T
I &H FT b AT f I 9 WPl W A ARG F AT ¥ G F o FA5 RS S el
37Taegs gl I gl

foe aRtfeafaat & gfaror anfer 7 foea aeaaer 3mfaa & @ 8, 388 R faeg & @ed s@ @« e
Tareriden g1 Tohel Y o a1 &F Hl ARSI ER W 6 He Heler-gedT fhar o w1 8, 38 ae
Ig gl ST ¢, ST6T & I eaqeh Aishddl @M FT IJRASET Flefall AR AfCH & ol AsTellal
cieror ke 3R ®F A HgAT ot § b Useufd eolmiedR gider s@d wgT 3neer 3R fager & @efs
ARG & HT I Rcd FET| $H SR Ig HITSoA $S FAeal W T FM| Teh Hegl of SRk & favey
LT 0TS T gl Ig dF g fh #ARA STeR Al o] AT forddt oft Yoreifa &1 feear s1gl a=tem, S dfas
3T AHA # el goiee & A qGT0| SHF T 37 Al g & fATAR #7 g9 $H IR H$ 3w
doh H AA gl ST @ &1 $© Fe&qaTr & v et o X @ &1 o 308 & Fo Ui 1 TR &9
¥ SIS ArEdr g 318 A Ear & 9 e 1 #r e a1 9Rew & ey v -Ueeifas Harest
& T H glel #T g, S Hd & @ Ig TS Geder &1 U AT @1 ¢l Gl & N 37 FHy 9w
M F WY A NIUA & o &9 § F 30 30 W A 3mufy 7 8, v solier, 9RaT 3R gf@or 3nfer
@ﬁ@@ﬂwﬁwaﬁmﬂ%ﬁl%W@rfﬁwa‘oqaﬁsaqofamuWw‘l?ﬁ,@%ﬁmﬁ,
SToiel 3N Sf&I0T 3TShIehT SEeh WHTTAT FEdN SRif &l ol qU TG REET Bl AEd ¢ Toh 3eTehl S[STd
=0 fhg yeR 3UIRN g F 3 ARG ¢ P fOTaR ¥ uger deEg & A & 3iafiy gATa
Y6 THEA Tl W CATA shigd frar Sre| 3 ofr, 3130 e st v ot §, 398 & 3ifeier O ot
%mﬁﬁg@%mw@rwaﬁﬁgﬂgma:masﬁﬁ%ﬂ@rwﬁ%—ém@?s’r@
gl SeT & 7o f9erd & AR &t ofe i &7 dgd & @ic g1 9 f9ed ggAfa @ ofe arar Jre &
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AT ol aIg $ AAHSI gl T UTTIM| J&l, HRA of ufRast ¢t & @y Fg uaRe Toay 7T
forar & 3R & & a8 O & WHA Sehcl o 50 AFC H 3HA TE-AAT 3N Ageaqol [Feer gl arern B

o do& & a1g g Ar M AT W) oSeer| Ry oft IR gareeE # 40 ant ae @ ekt w9
A H 3EA g1 ofd 3 T HYT TR & HT I el @ & dlg ¥R A el 3R T F
aig M F @y W GeUl B AT g H Ggd H g1 36 FI A ME AR Agcaqy! §, Hife 98 A=
W AT @ Fol ol & FROT 9§ 3Hb AT A @I 81 3 QAT A DT AN aronm A gt & e o
WA Se T 81 Rd 3R A & Fey o Aerfis iR qegdeia &3d @ 53 &1 0 # 3708 A
1 Jafeiied HeTaaT faegHeT 81 T HT GRT g7 THTGANT T oA T & HH HEM| N o 34
R & T JUT FT g@R ot HT IRARA AT &l MSAerd & AT A g AR & v sgd 392mh
fcer g1 Tl &1 0O #, TUFHAT AT &1 A N1 JUT A #ARAT & IR AR T & geaa &l gers 1
Y U ST FHA9T|

WS
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FAT FAGar AT (@) fr afi¥e RO 2022 Fgdr § &
I FHAEE, Yord 3R dHt F Fa@ SAEr AR g SEer gen
TP 39Tl ATl ¥ AGHA & JUel dad dellT @I IT 3R & 39
T 1 IiETead #ar| Sgdgrel, 36 ROIC & &l @ a1d e
s T e wwer foRelr & wemmg # U R gReRll @l @
39T A F W@ §l g@A, 98 FAR G g &, K F Aq
TS T s GEA3T & R FH Fgl AT ¢l SR IWiTehd FHlal
SR § i @ A YWY HAT aw F wehe g1 sEs
dagg NUiE & #o8 39WR @7 g W SH H SAAdT F T§
IS g@ SI3T & foh Teh dlehcdax HAT &1 HAghAT 3 SR & 37igal (g1 g1 Hehdll| 379 HSCAR
Ty forddl ot @ g A1 oY HT WHR @ gl g1 96 - oot fRUeT § W d&hfa dmdel §-ga
gfexr ol & 39 FHES A $H T H TR FX forr AT | aeeR, e Aded 99 1 3WR &
3Yar Ulel & Uasl H Sl oy 3ryar AU gider S AT HAAT Gl §, 3BT BT gfaueiy A
T W g §1 9guT AFel F A T gl §, IR FOF A gfaveliy FeRar g &1 9@ ar ghawr
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Yok & T H Slel SN lell $H $SC FEPTA & STE U T 9gd 37 AW §, S 89 &le & (e g
gaud @lic o) a1 AfF (U7 Tr W o g7 F &F W A3 ) §, 97 0w @ 1 3 ey R 7
Bl ool 3R 3R AhUrH arell TR & GRexfl sk q 1 el &of T 3G 5 TR @ g g
Wl 81 TR Rl @ o wws, e, 9ewr AR G ah & i WA Hehd ¢ & 3138 o € 3R
39k HAFR 19 Tl & H #v¢ g, IJORR AsAvra TR D G WAl W 9gadt § AR
AA-EY AMHA ollerd HfAh Hgwe gldm I &, Y o 7 oseraR [aor &1 o & foad 3 & o &
HETHISAT #1I T 3 A e {d &1 AW & AT W7 FeerR H gl 3HhH AhATH & Th g4
Ad & W A F AT BT FAT ool 3werd &, oA du 2RATd @ IfUe @ o & Porad @
AT A & BI5 2
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