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Papa Don’t Preach

Gujarat CM shouldn’t have teamed up with those wanting to suppress adults’ rights to
marry who they like

First things first. Is freedom of choice in marriage a constitutional right? Yes, this is well-
established as an intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty under Article 21. So,
Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel saying he shall look into making parental consent mandatory for
marriages ‘if the Constitution supports it’, is a strange statement from a constitutional post-
holder whose job includes protecting rights. Such a law simply cannot be passed. Patel knows it
but by tagging his authority to its desirability, he has sent a big social signal. And that’s the
problem.

Even when there is no disputing that both the persons getting married are adults, free to marry
anyone they like, it is the objecting families that often find favour with the authorities. These
parents, police and various busybodies join forces to persecute ‘elopement’, though the
application of the word to consenting adults is nonsensical. Over in Tamil Nadu marriage
registration was updated in 2017 to require more parental documentation. In Gujarat it is telling
that some Congress MLAs share the BJP CM’s sentiment. One of them wants it to be
compulsory to marry a ‘girl’ in her village. Like ‘elopement’, the widespread use of ‘girl” and
‘boy’ mulishly infantilises young adults.

Papa Knows Best, is basically a fearful reaction to the deep social transformations that mean
more and more people are finally claiming the freedoms that the Constitution gave us all 73
years ago. The lives and longings of young women in particular are undergoing a sea change.
That is why, even though it takes two to tango, a disproportionate amount of elopement-phobia
is centred on women’s actions. From police to kangaroo courts, stigmatisation to violence, the
decks are stacked very unfairly. A CM should not worsen injustices.
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Full-Time Means Fully Committed

Gol’s decision, in response to two cases of short-term employees leaking sensitive information, to not
give temporary employees access to classified government documents, may not serve any real protection.
Of course, those found guilty of breaching official secrecy must be punished. But a more effective solution
will require revisiting the question of whypeople working in temp positions for government choose to
undermine it.

A long-term, full-time engagement is usually considered the hallmark of loyalty and commitment. By
extension, a shortterm employee is seen as someone less committed. This assumption seems to guide
Gol's decision to limit the access of shortterm and temporary personnel to sensitive information.
The corollary of this would mean governments needing to focus on attracting skilled and qualified
persons to join the ranks, rather than employing more and more consultants, locums and part-timers.
Many states are hiring ‘temporary’ police personnel to deal with law and order, Maharashtra being the
most recent example. True, there are salary considerations. But the police institutionally maintain
maximum public engagement among the services. Temporary inductees are unlikely to be as committed
to doing their jobs with professional sensitivity as much as they are to simply drawing a salary.

Bureaucracies are regulated by rules and standards, and defined by hierarchical order. If the government
considers some members to be ‘less trustworthy’ by virtue of the manner of their engagement, then it is
incumbent on the same government to rectify the situation. After all, for the public at large, for all
practical purposes, temporary or permanent, any person representing the state is exactly that: a
representative, not a hired hand.
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ST 14, 2023 @ 224 fafr 3w & @AW Aee d@far (@@ ea
A FIg-g@d) R A & AU 317 S @ 386 grg, TR
3R gfafhamd ImART & Bereasy A SoIar & faurt AR gemar
FI HER 9T IAT| A SoIan & fafT 3T & 9ard @ & SI1el
gfafhad 3R gera Ao &1 g8 & dga & EH 3R e
FAT STCE S A @ SR G AR 9T AL gl FHA Uger H O
ol] 31eieh GdeTel Helel WATCT & Sfual St 300 faffest ersTaefoat
W A &

S EH U H FERN @ a1 #d B, of #Rd A 1950 @ @fe|
HRAT |G & TR HeJedal Sl FgaT TAOT g1 3T g1 AR
afaursr & 3]eoq 44 U &I AR FY &F # Tl Sog e
W AR & AU T GA el e a6 I AfFd Y& Far g1 AT ToF |l ARG ' Th
A Flolel I GRS H o Fehcl §1 HARAT HAUT &7 3qese 25 #ARA & Fofl AR fonelt o et
3R FaHT A HUA IR AU G & TAR-GER HT ITATT ST § U Slofel cFaEUT, T IR oltep
FATST F1 getel o &

TEA TG A 3eJea 44 s it &1 fdees fAguid 8, S ~aiis oia-IRE & 3a¥ § SIaih gasT
Ifede A e 25 Al Heeaqul €, 3R Ig gAAeT ISR g, fSEd Jereld g@e & dehdl &l
38e 25 Ts H Afad ve aar ¥ & a5 aiffts seqaraer @ 3 et anfdes, fae, aomnfas ar
3 Tl g eAfeRgel aIfdfafr & aee ar gidaes & fov IS Hefel o1 Fhdl g1 3geos 51T &
B T ARAG AN W Tg e e ol § & a8 dyca o7a 3R dgrd Nedrgsr # qicsmf
gl Jfede 13 A fgd & & sRdy dfaurer & smer el garr ved Rt A AR AT 3T
HAATAAT el dTell 1S 1 ol AT gl WET Fefel ot AfA-Rarer iR 37 sgagr & o= 4 @il
gafaIT AR & AR HGUT & g 13 & Hedl # ~a1ideh HElel W Siar-a1@r ST g

ST efesal & WY g 219 Ay maer i N & el # g A1 a3 sgagrdar w ==t
ST ST &1 fafer amaer Y RAC @edh € F il 7 o aieeia €, AR F & JaE g1 O &9 §H
TE & frT SR gler ar el off T el g1 iR e TSy & 75 anf H g el vEr Al
T SR AT IST| AR & IR A FHEd T & foh (fA-Rarer 3R qdeqe St gt # 3Heer-31091 81 ¢,
3R IE YguTe T HRher g T o T a1 anfde Qfd-Rarst a1 worr i gehdr & gEaaAre fohar
STeaT| FERN A g & Tl o vAw gAf @ S Aegl IR AR F qEfe & 3R i@ fwd A we
arell Sfefatfarat & Raref, dR-adieni, worrst 3R Shaer Afet 1 F=mer foar s g

am?ra'g'mﬂ W,Wé&rﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁnmm%lmmﬁm, RO,
Shaet elr, Bfd-Rareil, Wowm3it R enffisrar @ da FaeaAeler gla &1 STl adr, 3ifer $f3ar 7w
T ol d1S, Hifoh fSered Hichd 3R RRA TUT JRedRT Yateh HAET JEET I ol IIdl gof
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b g1 @I & & ol & FEIHA AT dAded & Aoy FE &1 et el 3nafaa aar 9% &
3geoE 3710 3R 3efeoe 3714 fRuR@eEr & anmds 3 FeRe & v #1850 Fee o= &
AREY wEar §, ST 31 Tl & el & JdR-adienl 3R RO i 3Tl ¥ar 81l @l Jeft a=fram i
Thdl 8, STd 5o AT AT AU 58§ ai9d Fhfad & & &1 SEIAT 31 TsAr & T FaA= Figar ameg
A ¥ I TR F ARAT AAUT & ST 3efedal H HMUSA HA G| Ig THY AR & He@l @,
fSaa faffiest el & ofer s 8, o fafdesr TEA-Rarst 3R o3t &1 3eqdrelet #Xd &

e # Ay faarg AfAfaws, 1954 3R ARAT FHRER AT &7 $o Feer TR fFe 51 g+ &,
Aftret e el & AU s waos samr ar g1 ofeha &er e glauegar ang damg € Seler
SEAATT A &1 I8 ot SEar & 3mar & 5 RAffea #awal & gaar g, 3R s Aear & o1 Jaefthe
3ecRdt H gfed e # AR W g1 S AW faare s & dgd & aush, 9 3w 4A o ol
g, T fr AU A e fare F GSiOT Hd gU A fT w1 Afew I Far Fhd
ARG T HRenfFew Aag 3R ¢ Gy &7 7 a8 A1 Al T & 36827 50 R & fdarg ke
ST T§ &1 Tgl 387 § TRl &1 Glelo &l TS w61 37Tl 3 YR dellh & §G Gooll &l ICIRT 7T
fg 9= & faT IRy IfRdr, 1973 &1 GRT 125 & dgd feladl d88 o8t Sy g, 3R o= arer foadr
M U-TACT & g Fehd &1 FgT TheAT FlefeA 33 76 | FH ThR SHIUSR TEH HT HUM &
AFAC F AT AR FAUER HRANTA F dd fared F d3s a5 ¢, oo & 3 R o ot g
& dgd 3T &l

TEXETe, T F oA FAEAT Ig I @ & F A & & oot & e & qAe aifdiE dar § o
33 el Aiser AT & @ T ST FE W &1 3oAR Fgell ¢ b Aisel JEA FHS A W & TS Fgl
ST @hll g1 SHAT SR & T fafer 3mier Alsel JE Sl & dHe 99 A 3R 386 916 3o faur
3R gora BT w| I Alsd gAE #1 AP Al & et F@e wd § o IS d W waos
IMUR R o] fFar arfe sahr TeRar Sl 31 8| 30% a6 58 3if@ard forar ST adar §1 Far Srar
g o ST UROT ¥ Flle o1 &, AAfehed Fg IR Flefel 317 ST UROT FoATT &
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fogR # SfAera-a1orer W qh @l daely dATH Jnfenr3in
Fr @RS A gU 9Tl 3TT ST A ToT TWHR Hl
S & # 3 g T Soleld & & g1 Iidee §, fEr
i WER o Sfad 2023 # T H OSAfadr & @dator
| ware gE A N 3R 3w wH A #E T qu o @ S
T, W TP Welh AU gRR gl 318 3R =ararey o
sdfierrciatt T Rt # d@d gr g @ aF 39
HAhE W FARA Ak o@m & Y| ghelifeh, a9 de T T
SUH TOT Q& g AT ATl e §, 3T SAed o ar
AT BT GoAaTS & dG Pl & G H HTAT Haer
far &, W uoeifa & foersr @ sas 3 T &1 SUH e A A EIAT S Ak & R o R
gReaal S AR T 58 ARRH & e & W & a1 5 gl & F@de dedl o Sfaera-ad
Thdlel & o0 ATATT H 3T goled AR Srell off, 3 &Y 319 3T Sea 3gaar hao 3R 39 gdetor
& gh H 91d W R L

3O d2¥ ¥ FIs SRR g A Tohdl [ Tar-ufaseEr & for Fr st Doer & F-3@r IR &= 3Rk
39 Aol fohdleddsT H ITHATOR sl HI TaH 3IEH el Il &1 TEIHh 3hs & o A% Afaid ey &
oAU HT MG fAsshesh g Thll g, dfcsh Ao & HATHA! HT HAhdH HGUAWT § Fohel ¢l 3 dh
fafties v 1 Sl 0T g3 €, A FF R B @HAT 3R AN @ § G, 3=y Ros o #@
3RETOT A & feT 91T, AR 3oTeht MTEIEY T SN 3MhsT gl ¢ fER THR H o T8 el 36 qX
FarE H IRGRIAT &1 &1 39, AleEr et 7 eRiar gRead &= 7 #15 el gl AEr Al FHeT
dehelleh TR MI-IMT T Igd I & 3R Y 3fehasr el & o R #1531 & § & &
UEH-UT gl O H, cled T AU FAGr gl WIRU| MR §, Y WER H ThH HewFHAc! TATUIS
TSI dEdR §AR AT g1l

SH $aAdG & HA H HHANGS 3cUT & WIY-ATY Aol Bd-aree ff T §37 Ahdg § IR Wgr &
FEITSS THN SHH AT Ao Hr Q¥ HIfAw HwEl| fGuah qiféat s Agrreaus (3f3an) ggo & i
TR TSI I T AT Teh 3gH FHear BN T Fhr &1 W &, e arel A 7 ey 3k fdr &
ATH T IS FT AAT GR YT & Fohl 1 FIN 3 TS F fAser Tg § o Tg WA STehgacy
I oIl el o Tl 38 3N AT Fl g1 §AR @I o o @ Fgr A7 o ARAT AT - geait
3 TGS TR gIffe el ff 3¢ 99y graumsr & T&d & o @, AR JSeid o Sfd d
3RETOT T GEdT ¥ 38 FeX o5 fear § & 39 s08 e sifasw & geamr we@ ad Raan & #,
9T 3T AT & Hhel & G 3 G & g@R Y&l # o Sfaerd-arurer &1 AT d¢eft AR g THR
& T AR @I & Tohcll 8, Fifch ag STAA-3TSIAaT T ST Sl gaTelr o S8 Tl W@ &
fafAd SeeoEr & vge & o ' 9 @ g €, 319 39 FEe a9 FE AR 7 T A
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FHT afRas Somer, F AgRrSg, o Fe g, S & fAfdew FAr & Far fr @et e T §1 R
UHT FT giaT §? AR FAN, T 3UEThd A AT STl §, 98 deFd-sdaed I kA% 41 glel ofam
§? &3rad, o9 o ey §ATer A Harg T wAr g J0r §, df 38H dad 9¢ o dr &, S a6 7 g &
T # Fasiioreh giar gl Hale & [T ST 8, 3iefhel WIHATIolh HATglel &l HIAH ol SHH MoT faeard
@ oY IR B &1 ST ¥ | dol Sote o9t §, @ far & fov sefe IR gl werddr g1 g &
Hard 7 330 S F© & T &, IHPT PROT T Jgr FS &

Ve fGar 3ruar dara H gall aofg §, WA F S5 gld SET| S HATS e 31U oo g g,
3H Tl A IS 3= HTUH gl &1 FAST & IHeleR eI & 98 & il oo g, foraer 3ifeaar of
Teh HEcaqol {fAHT AT &1 gTel-Mhorgrel ook 8 AT I 'SFATERIT Tl Held & &, Ilell g il
T FAF Tl H HEGIR HEA STl TG 8, W 3 Y§ ‘Pleeieea Toidll, el JIATTGET Sl arell HReh
FAH ST WY &1 SHE WA FFEA TH g ot g1 AT 7 31T S Fo 81 T &, 3H FROT T8
AT &1 Fhe § T 3R HAAS, el FHEET F AT IHOA-3A AT T W F v 95 W L 56
T 3o¢ A= & e Stete 3R Far A 3R sy @ifgvl

AIATTSS IET & FROT Y AN F Tofia JaT g1 &1 Tg HTAATH Fgled T Teh JAHW HRb ¢, AR oA«
1A Fear 8, a9 delld g a1 & v Sete §ofa oot g At &1 &6 glar o Ao 3gReT
JeIdT &1 T&r HROT ¢ foh ggareT 3ryar AT &I el §ellet & 9ad e A g1 ARAdT Fr Tofelicd
A drel & T Tg 95T TR & 6 T JRAAT F i A B heekdr F FA RA F O FA R
AT 3RET @1 Fufd # Tg arfidcd JArEe &1 § & a8 delld &l Sied &Y arell FEAfaal & g |

g TSI Sgd @ off S5 @ & Adhell @ON| 3R AT R 3R 81T &, dF 3 oleit & 3mo| &
SISl T HIH I &1 FIR 30 R &I 3[R Bl AATSS HaY & foIU Wie-arel & HHA Hial gl O,
AIAISF IGRET, Hale HT FAT, I A, HEATT H Tohe MG T AT AFRIcAS Al deT
R g IR aEfas ae-aa & a5 &d &1 averde ffar 1S 379dic el g1 38% fav off dad e
A JoIaT BT &l

T fEET @ EU FIS Th hfdd AT YRR AT T, T FAST 38 °id H W #AggH ar ¢l o
aRER & IS 39T G # ST saren §, 366 v dr Ig Sliael X &1 g@ giar g1 Scem & e, $Ed
T RE & TAToS Tl 3 a7 grar &1 St cafFa et 3aar & &9 & @iar §, 39 g3 @Y & N
ST T@gaT &1 IE T aic A 3l oA o gl alell g@ el SIal g gleliich, ST Adeld TE 16l & 1h
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BT Fr gdc F ST AT AT I, I SHA THIAT olgl 8ld| 37 W HHATIR Tl & glohel T T BIAT
gl i W FE A @A Cear g, sEfav dAfee ded & @ A9 B @ & @i # F S @
3R @ g1 TANST df 3T o AT doh HAUgAT 8T gl

S, fde geaTt 3ryar &9 &1fUle gl § 3R $o AT & a6 YA ST g, dfthel 3eTehT UHIa SREl o
§T T ¢, AR AGEE dN W ST a6 A6l e 9| FEY WG & a7 3 gRar der @
S § 5 39 RS H -G o7 Gohd &1 Fe-weft ar 0ar oerar § 5 sgar SRRl @oa & J6 &

gHifolT, BH W Sog ¥ Sleg & U 3R Telld & HRePl H g e @ Tohleld $HI Sl g, dlieh
arHerA faearg qell W e | g8 v AEATET & 9gra &1 &1 Tl S& g1 TeTa= g A
dl SR-IR ArATSh GY dr a1 FEd 81 TE I3 38T AR ARG HT &1 8, Saehr et Fars
H dera 3ryar f§ar der T B

TgT G & Aged ol SfFaAR 78T fhAT ST HehdT| HATYUS &1 Tk FY V@R 8 g1 519 @9l & qrg
FA-UY g § W T 3ol AR @ o5 F Yo A WEH U ¢, A 3AA IGET-ANY G TG 9T
$HY I dArg oY e et glaT| SHAT TgT FHERT & TARAT A3 T AT Hhr 3EH 8 STl g
J A I A S HT FI FT §1 T A el F GE-GE H A FI §, SHAT 3T WA H T
3rereT fasar Al gy &1 ST N g 7 N J Aaar §1 aiffcaert 37uar WERT &1 e 8
HCIAS SJedehi3il ¥ A g0 giaT, Holadl $s AFGT # o Sl a1 & War g1 I dfecy &
AHAITSE derar & &6 @ aEar Sferg fAed &, SAfv SHd T 3Helel ARl Jefdl &1 AR @ifged 7 0
F$ 30 g, TSNl Hol 2T HASS dalid gl 0 A, Aifgcdsdri 1 Ace o O fGar & Ashed # o
ST Gehal g1 3 'NAfATa AFT i RE FA FA § IR AT 7 H90 QAT gfaser gl & HROT el &
Sgel 7 AGGIR &M & 2l

FAR AT Fa ¥, - S TeRar ot off geRar i RE & §, ST 98 saa iR e g @
el TIRV| TS AT Ay U SHGEAT &l 8, TS0 Telld gF Hehell §, olfche] AATGYUT HGleT ! FHEH
AR & deelel & U FoerEl & Adl, WRIFR S WeH & HOR @6d @ & g7 g2
WENS & dgd AT J=rdl T AT HL=T AT
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