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Putins & Rasputins

Russia or Pakistan, states that nurture armed non-state actors risk getting targeted
by them

TOI Editorials

Vladimir Putin has successfully faced down the most palpable challenge to his two-decade rule, for now.
But only after it laid bare how terribly Russia has been weakened by Putin’s oligopolistic governance
model. Before the Belarus president mediated a U-turn, Yevgeny Prigozhin’s mercenaries were looking
confident marching towards Moscow, after seeming to have taken comfortable control of the military
facilities in Rostov-on-Don. Putin’s emergency televised address recalled 1917: “Russians were Killing
Russians, brothers killing brothers. ” Except, Prigozhin and his Wagner force are very much Putin’s
creations. Just as in Pakistan so in Russia, state patronage of a non-state militia now threatens the state
itself.

In 2011, when Osama bin Laden was found by US special forces in the military town of Abbottabad, near
Islamabad, it painted a crystal-clear picture of Pakistan’s establishment and terrorist nexus. Obviously,
the country has had countless wake-up calls, all of which it has continued to ignore, at great cost. Now, as
resurgent attacks by Tehreek-eTaliban Pakistan worsen the acute pain of an economy in shambles, the
government has been asking for Afghanistan’s Taliban leadership to help. But all the support that this
leadership got from Pakistan over the years does not at all translate into helping deliver peace today. Yet
Pakistan’s military-intelligence complex continues to sponsor non-state militias.

In Max Weber’s theory of the modern state, its monopoly on violence brings order to chaos. While this
idea too can be abused, any state that empowers violence by proxies necessarily creates chaos and hurts
its citizens’ interests. Even states that support another state in doing this, are culpable. When China keeps
blocking UNSC efforts to designate Pakistan-based terrorists, it is not just belittling India’s 26/11 scars.
The list of Chinese victims of terrorismin Pakistan is also rising.

Having nurtured Taliban to power in Afghanistan is cold comfort for Pakistan today. Likewise, that
Wagner has served Putin’s cause from annexing Crimea in 2014 to capturing Bakhmut in 2023 doesn’t
stop it from now hurting both his and Russia’s interests. The country’s actual military is badly
diminished, as is Putin by the aborted march on Moscow. Plus, the social media space suggests that the
Prigozhin phenomenon has gathered quite the pull among Russians. Putin’s nightmare scenario shall find
him, in addition to the war against Ukraine and the war of words with the West, looking at a civil war.
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Why Taiwan Strait Matters To India

New Delhi is well-placed to lead a concerted effort by Indo-Pacific states to ensure
Beijing sticks to its expressed willingness to maintain peace on the crucial sea route

Vijay Gokhale, [ The writer is former Foreign Secretary |

Henry Kissinger, in an interview to The Economist, said the US and China were in a classic pre-World War
[ situation where neither party felt there was room for concession. Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s
visit to Beijing from June 18-19 did not materially alter the situation. Given they’re the two most
consequential global powers, the friction points in their relationship should, rightly, be of others’ concern.

For China, the biggest point of friction is the status of Taiwan. They hold the Americans responsible for
their inability to peacefully re-unite Taiwan with the mainland. But, it is not simply about territory. For
both, Taiwan is a symbol of what it means to be a Great Power.

PRC considers its re-merger as marking the symbolic end to foreign humiliation and the true beginning of
the Chinese century. The US regards Taiwan as an example of democratic resilience against
authoritarianism and a symbol of US leadership of the free world. This clash of core interests makes
Taiwan, perhaps, the most dangerous potential flashpoint.

A clash is unlikely but...

Conflict is not inevitable. In the unlikely event it happens, it will not be contained within the Taiwan Strait
and its global consequences may, possibly, be cataclysmic. A crisis short of conflict in the Taiwan Strait is
a more likely possibility. There is a range of grey-zone warfare tactics China could utilise, from disruption
of surface and aerial movement in the strait to an imposed ‘quarantine’ that’ll have geopolitical and
economic consequences across the Indo-Pacific.

Lately, it has tested some such tactics under the guise of military manoeuvres or as punitive action
against Taiwanese intransigence. Any disruption in the general area of Taiwan - in case China utilises
these methods for a longer period - will have severe direct and second-order effects that could
potentiallydeal severe blows to India’s geopolitical and economic security in four ways.

@ Half of India’s trade flows to our east. Disruption in global shipping beyond the Malacca Strait could
have a crippling impact on our exports.

@ If shipping is disrupted, it will have a consequential impact on supply chains on which key segments of
Indian industry, including export performers like pharmaceuticals and electronics, are heavily

dependent, thus impacting Indian exports to western markets.

® The possible disruptions in semi-conductor supplies could potentially paralyse industry, especially
services, from logistics supply chains to e-commerce platforms, resulting in significant unemployment.

@ Disruption of submarine cables could impact the flow of data between India and Silicon Valley.
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A Rhodium Group study for Western governments in 2022 documented the devastating impact of a
Taiwan crisis on productivity, employment and national security. Bearing in mind our economic
dependence on all four elements - shipping, supply chains, semiconductors and submarine cables - India
urgently needs to undertake a similar exercise that comprehensively covers all sectors of economy and
society. The objective should be to identify potential impacts ofthe disruption in the Taiwan Strait area
and develop options to mitigate the crisis.

...Unwise to dismiss the possibility

Dismissing the possibility of a crisis as unlikely - thus allowing world governments to ‘kick the can down
the road’ - is not a wise course of action. This may have been possible when the Americans had a
significant lead over China. Today the US no longer has that sort of deterrence capability and the Chinese
have formidable economic and military capacities to initiate a crisis if they choose.

Rational thinkers might legitimately ask whether China would wish to destroy its own economy in order
to seize Taiwan, but history tells us governments have not always acted rationally where critical interests
or feelings are involved. Planning on the basis that China will eschew the use of force against Taiwan
merely because it fears the West’s economic penalties might be akin to the ostrich burying its head in the
sand.

Therefore, as I have argued in ‘What India Should Do Before the Next Taiwan Strait Crisis’ published by
Carnegie India, Indians should take interest in what is happening in the strait. Given its salience from our
socio-economic as well as national security perspectives, studies could be initiated on how India might
contribute to promoting the prevalence of peace when either or both parties climb the escalatory ladder.

India’s recognition of Chinese sovereignty over Taiwan has not previously limited its right to follow
developments there and to express concern when peace and security are disturbed. The government’s
decision to express concern in a tense situation in the Taiwan Strait last August is to be welcomed.

Talk Taiwan in peacetime

The logical next step could be to put this issue on the agenda in consultations with key partners. There
will be differences but we might agree on several points towards stabilising the situation. Besides, aclear
idea during peacetime and not as the crisis unfolds of points of convergence and divergence and of
partners’ expectations could provide inputs for contingency preparations in the event of a crisis.

India’s multi-aligned approach to foreign policy permits it to have conversations with diverse players like
Asean, EU, Japan, Republic of Korea and the south Pacific states, which have vital stakes in that region.
The Global South’s respect for India could be harnessed for peace. A Taiwan crisis could impact the
economically vulnerable Global South the hardest. Disruptions in shipping and supply chains would set
back those that export raw material, food or energy to the east of Malacca Strait.

India could build awareness in the Global South about the consequences of such a crisis. China has said it
has a strong willingness to maintain peace in the Taiwan Strait. A concert of all parties that publicly urges
China to hold fast to its promise is the need of the times.
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Nilekanomics for a Knowledge Economy

But HNIs can, at best, play a supporting role
ET Editorials

Endowments like this month’s X315 crore donation by Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani to his alma
mater Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay help build a stronger base for the knowledge
economy. Nilekani’s gesture is designed to catalyse more financial support from IIT graduates who are
among the leading wealth creators of India’s diaspora. Public-funded institutes of higher education
struggle to find resources to uphold their academic credentials. Their counterparts in the private sector
have a longer runway in building reputation although their revenue model is more robust. Endowments
to established centres of excellence address both sides of the problem. With a lower cost of education,
public-funded institutes can draw in a larger talent pool as opposed to merit-based scholarship on
market-determined tuition fees. Philanthropy can, moreover, nudge academia to direct its attention to
the larger social good as opposed to its limited profit-driven engagement with industry.

The concentration of excellence in public education must, however, yield to market reality. The private
sector provides more higher education in the country than state-funded or -aided colleges. Private
institutions need to emerge from the shadow of their more celebrated peers. Business and philanthropy
can help keep costs of private education low and deliver better outcomes. Public institutions, on their
part, need to scale up without diluting standards.

Endowments have typically worked better in lower education in India, and corporate support has applied
itself higher up the pyramid. A case can be made for a reversal of roles, given the challenges of primary
education that elude solutions based on philanthropy or statefunding. Neither the state nor individual
enterprise has worked out a way to equip India’s labour pool with skills needed in a knowledge economy.
Educational attainments at all levels — primary, secondary and tertiary — trail by international
comparison. As the principal stakeholder, industry must address the base and the middle of the funnel.
Individuals, however thick their wallet or stout their heart, can at best play a supporting role.

Date:26-06-23

Now, Show Us the Climate Money
ET Editorials

The Summit for a New Global Financing Pact convened by French President Emmanuel Macron last week
in Paris started a crucial conversation on increasing support by rich countries for poor developing
countries to tackle climate change. A few concrete announcements — in principle agreement to
restructure Zambia’s $6. 3 billion debt, a $2. 7 billion package for Senegal to increase renewable capacity,
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progress on recycling of special drawing rights (SDRs), political endorsement for a global levy on
shipping — emerged.

A two-day summit, attended by nearly 40 heads of state and finance ministers, can hardly be expected to
yield an agreement on international financial reforms. The effectiveness of the Paris summit depends on
what happens next. Paris allowed the airing of concerns and suggestions by developing countries present
in the room. Spotlighting concerns of the developing world — the debt crises that confronts 52 countries,
need for concessional finance by emerging economies, juxtaposition of development and climate needs —
at the highest level was necessary, but these were not unknown. Nor were the solutions — focusing on
private finance sources, tweaking on the edges of existing multilateral development banks, debt pauses
for poor countries hit by disasters rather than debt cancellations.

The summit stressed that no country should be forced to choose between development and climate
needs. Having begun a conversation in earnest, it is up to all countries now to ensure that talk translates
into action. Major developing countries like India must step up, and G20 provides an opportunity to
develop a plan to address financing green transition.
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sfafafat & fhamr fr emergear sdr g1

fraTeT #fee FS Aol & AT ¥ FHEET TN fFae Aear & JrenRat & o #fee w8
st & Sits feam arn g1 faffes Scurel 7 =gead RS Hed 3cules doeTd & 3¢ I o oF fhar o
WET &l IRT # Afde W & Jerar Gar S @1 & s FROT fIcAd Sarsil Td 33 o HH STAATS
gt 9 § Ud sEN fRart & fow FRY uerit #r seuree ama w9 8 W@ 8

S YR, TSI HIY FHS (S-a#) HT FAYAT 8 g THR G@RT T 718 &1 570 fhaE @ 30 3cdre
I & T g SR A &1 $Y 39a1 fSfFefhd # FUR A gU fhameT Yo Y e 31d o & 15
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Tl SEA Wol UG Heoll ol uardf & asC glel T HRIAIT HA g a5 §1 ¢ 7 HN 3R daer &7 &7 wie
39 s {Ted &1 AT off R &1 W@ &1 3cUIeehdT UF 3cUied Sl & TU W 3T fFare & 3
9ol g AAfcdt 1 AT fRar ST @ &l et #Y 9fd dg HfE wHer & Rcuid &1 el Rd gL,
&S glaumw sueleyr g o7 W@ &1 36 Heu A gEA BuES AW #r e o fhar @ g1 T
3cUTGeh TISAT I FIcHIgsT AT ST T@T § dlfeh Thdme 9el ®ddl & 3T gl W ek H 99 b Td
5 "ol # SoR A gfaanel s || $ & & Ffeor 9wl R{Aw wae o o @ & R
HeT TAELY H1S 3T AT AT §, difeh FhaleT 50 AE & 38 hhel & 39T TFHhT Scalgerdr e
glel I HEHTEET g1l R & A $¥ 3cuel & Iculeed & 3Jeld Jefs & Toid 3 9Rd & fhare
e $¥ 3crel & AT off @ @ §1 AR H 3cuel @ HAWSET SoR H o@dr 96 BT
AN & Told e TR HT goT 3cdral & o F ey 3T g o6l §1 b TR o Y 3cumel & U
¥ fela el fAgaAt o1 3 fhar §1 $g WER & 3 3T F 9y g8 & AR Fhaet B Imw A
TAicd GUR &1 T 81 3 off 38 g & YA AN Wl ¥ Wh-Fhamet T grerd geret|

Live
feccdicl
=t (TS .C0Mm

O

Date:26-06-23

diaet o9 ARa-AE gt #1 ek
fd® Free, ( q@ Tewle )

AR JUHAAAT g A &1 ar fgada gt @ &g
TgaeT AR FET e & wegufa dscer Bog oA & Ay
rerey 3MaEr Red 1 &Y G # AT el I amar Sie
3EarATfas sTer g1 oI-TadT ST AT Selady H 0T fGad
ARG & #Aeg Ay & &9 7 ard v &, Sed Qe
MY A3t A s A oo v 9, 3R gfausla Red &
TR AT X ARG el [afdd ae W agafd
Jars ot 3e-{Er fr HRA-IAET F U A A6 &Y
JUTAA A A & ToHT R W 9gd, 3R aegafa
20 & RER TFAGT & AeT o & far sdk [w
JAY AT Y Farl a8 gFRes 5@ Oa R{aw #

9RT & g arer gl
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gerar & g &1 U AW TUe §) 95 o A% 3RE i & FeW 997 AT dlell Hooh §, diosh IHe
G, HEPid 3R AiiecT &1 AU Jerra 3R giarar & @ef fgedll o Ut &1 T & oy & of
3R TH @ RATAd gl A-3eX TaRafdeded F wdd & @R 3MeX TRAT ST g1 S, e #
el fTaRuRT o 9o, [Sae sTare 3re-AFase (AREH §e3gs) = Jomar el R e-fadr &
§RAC IR 5TY Tgel 1950 T 1960 & gerh & gl & FRIEI AcT AT Hedel AR & U FHifRALr & fp
U foaRURT S5 & AT Th| FgT Fg 1 Ale I@AT AT R AR, Agw AR e A & efaraeT e
AT UicaTed fhaT 1| I8 a8 AT o1, 39 0Rd 3R 9 & ey 7 v e o, 38k a=r gor 59
v # A 6 3 R A MofadRis cgawen # @A #ia Tadq Wel 9 faeer-sifa i ug @el| g gert
o a9 gfauefi e AR T&m Feder s @ o uIrE o, oifhd sEd 3t AW Awhelar ster fHelr
ofT|

TT 1967 # 3o & T Jeu A fAw RfAd g3m, s wRo7 A AR 39 A &g 3k gfaar @
epraefier a%ﬁfr%trg‘él T 1970 & AR & SBId & §I¢ 3TaX JA-ATGId of 3eTehT 1918 ol HIGTd of
frg &1 fager AT & v w97 Aig el gger o 3wgia 1973 # SRS ¥ ey & SIRY A & Fo
A AR A@ aow g HT RRT H| FHA FT Aheldl A & d¢ 3egia AE & doy Wfagd @g
(39 &) ¥ HH Hlh ARG @ Forer aF fear 1977 & 364 3RT giaar AR faeg & q@ @i &,
S o8l SR &l a1 |

Al dg o OFded ¥4 & g g, FIfF # 37 AW & FHIfgT A HARAG gy & fagerd o g0
UCATRAT & d1G 161 3o IS U 3N FF ST Hohl o R & IRSER fhan, gt ar A a1 1979
H AR B ALGEAAT F AT AR s & Foul A FACY T H Ag o dIR §S)

$H FRUEA AE IR HRA & T JaT &9 AF Ul TE 9 G A1, o 9f¥as ofar 7 o 931 sqerd
3, frah Ted FIE IS T Wigr F GAT B 3rdegardyr qff € F Seel Ig1 IS H FA0 g5 30N
T d & g 91 3 G A 39 AT F fIT oRA f TR Aeqy g3, IR AT T AR B
Hufaar 1970 & 2% § AT ¥ ST F&ar & ggl ey of9fi| SR &, 37 g% $RUT ART & f&d
Tarerfash AR W aiRgs TR A A9 @ FE ST 3G 3R, AT, FId T 3T @ AT F q@Y
o3| fAEEcE, TefRyeT ekl Teh TR & Tcldl Igl, fhel Tgel il A R AR B9 & Y, a5 #a
g1 AT ST T SAcioll § fob 1997 & §Ig 7l AT &1 Ugd U §, S AW & gfauefa I w o

39 FIfds AEANY IR DT f AfadT & god fag-cgaear # 937 Jgaa 37 T gl §id N gl &
R A HcyaEAr FT HHr TEAR I &, AR gA gfAar F qradt TR T 3eHaE;qT A0 g
3 FARAAT FT TE o ITA & [ STog & HRA Hr Irdfegarar AW T R GET SO 3T F
%e AT H HRA &7 oligl HT gfadr Al ol §| Faar-Hed e & of gaal v a9y Tl g g
HRAT HUfgl 3 gfear & fafdes st # f¥aer & & &1 9fe @9 & 39l gecdt e & Sror
faer A WER §, 30 FROT A - TER A ARG A WX R @ e gqw fhar ¥ grenfs, awt

12



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (26-June-23)

3T 8 STA IH-HEHA HT HIHN TG &, Afhet o TG - Fr gopaAd, sfes agr $ir &g Tegary
g off sad e g1

HRA ik HUT fieT Rl @ SEAT Sheelardl dolial & A= W 8, AT Tg AT ST ST Hehell
¢ & oRa 3R fAw Hr giear Janit 9 fager #Aerdt & g §o7 #Heal W TuRT $1 3er=-gerT g3m gl
3 W HWEATT ot gl o S0 Hheekuy H HA Al oMU AR SEAHAT Seexddll [ei W HA o o9mg
STT? S8 JefaRdel JMeleld & S & #Rd 7 f8g o afaadfis cgaear & @ard AR fawmasder ut
T Ieetic o T Jmarst 3o1$ o, 31 € $o AW arel T 7 ot g Fehel ¥l IHTST R ARGk efeior
AJcd AT BT §, AR FgT & U M HRA AT &7 H FAFA I §, AU 3ofehl 3Gl W @
3R H T Tl R 3R g & @@= gl

e o1 38 IR s A T faIY TUTE &1 3RS IR gTemeA gfaar A s 9 @ gf9d W g1 9%
s ferefier gor o &, 3R fawraeher g & worfa, & 9IRA @mgar &, 39 I¥d W 98 §ART AT T
hel &1 el St & Redl # 3 S ews 3R A 37 W@ §, 3G Jodld Bl g 6 g Al 3R
Teeui el-FAE EHeE Th-g@ @1 HEINT el Ugd &l 39 o @M & o Redl & qRat &1 ek @es
gl T@T g1 aldl 3or, S el WAt & o 9clieh §, Teh-gax & g 317 @ &1

Date:26-06-23

aﬁﬁm#m&raﬁg&rmﬁmﬁm

et seft, (aRss TFwR )

WRA # 9gd 997 foEAT §8 9 YUGAA Mg A H KRG 3FAG 00 AR T W W@ §l A
ARG AT AT R GUHAAIT o S Siadid @, St gastia Fe, 3R 3qdhr aadia & 3me-ds S dRERT
"G T WER Tl §C, 3oAH T AT Reraed g1 3, IANHT FT grel o7 Hewor AT ¥l IARS AR
AR 3@ aR & o3 IS # A AR g 3RS e SR 39+ 39 & T8 98 © ¥ & 59
IJMET F §H &1 THem?

FI AT §H Y FATIRN & ATead #H 3d ATEE W Ad & T Ferdr & g1 a1 o 3R 3R
S9ols I AR 2T A T HRA FH1 T g ol g1 AIR 3 Yg d1d A R ol SIRa T @
h el § & AR F IARH H ST & A A @, IANF F AR A qgd TR ¢ TET o6 §
f& R 38 gord ARG @ o WA o0t Headlel &Y gled A o §, o0 W g8 el @ 3757 W@ B

qﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁiﬂ%ﬂﬁéﬁﬁ:gﬂaﬁﬁmmm-w%ﬁwsﬁégwmaﬁmgan%ama%s‘a?r
asﬁaﬁﬁwmmwm%maﬁ?ﬂ €, 98 ¢ ToNId # 275 FIS Sl T ARl & defeidlel
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R el R T FREET EH AR THR 3T AT 3R IERT TWHR 20 Jfaerd i fraer gem,
IARET FUAT ASHT 5HH 82.5 FUS STe} IMTT|

TCATSs AENICH S H 30 Alel HREE & GF & Toh A1 SolfaRar deX Tielal| 3Harel TR ATl
H g8 TBT 40 TS ST AIMTIN| U T Fgell & & IT T H SEY TGT &T 3RT SloR Hl =9 3 H
Aee AT 3R 9 AT g AT VR der gy, s & g gt vsaies safaaier & i g,
Al AT FHRUeT SN T HrA [FT| 58 FRISR F ol A7 REd 0RA & i damd & a2 W@ &,
S 60 §IR doh SollTAdRT T ¢faiar gr qruai|

SR HT AoR & @, ar 1 3R drsaeT & Seoldlel ABHIAT AT AHHSFX PRGN ﬁ'g’trsh?rw
AR & fau FAgcaqol A o whd &1 I8 3RS & v off o 9 Tga &1 afdaa ¥@9 & fwa &
STE Thydg giaar & Do 39 HANGAT & THA g ¢d I TE TeT gt T HIALA & AL T @l dhoeh
3HA FAAE FidT @ gl 39 ARG FAT 3eieh U 30T dUead a1 388 T & W §6 W Bl
HRA 3o fIT U a5 IFHAIG TeIhd ATH AT g

31t @ aRTEATT &, S IARST HT HT TA el H S-S F Fer ¢, 389 Ig o ¥oer & 37 wr & &
HRA & WY AMRF TASHA AT 9RA HT FA IR TR e 1 FAIGT ST 1 HRA 38 aFd AR
& TIT Ueh 8T STeR 3R AUTEr deATfetent, AR 3T SRt 1 T 3Mqfcd e arerm g2r € =180
g1 39 Jgr Ue var geaeh off R @ & S aWrsAT afed TEieul § Ae 3THT GO SecEd
Teanl ot s ghar &1 3R a8 o a9, Sl ag 3ANET & T @1 9 & J W, 59 35 R &
qrYy @aT o gl S|

IS W TE AN W AR @ ¥, ag AR @ d, G g & T w wRol & At @)
ST &1 A I aolg & b awdl fr fOg ot AR 39 T dedle W gHsia # W R
RFHT 3R AR & AT W SHPT FAT 3T & ThdT g, 3HPT STl 39 ad J o Thdl ¢ o &F T
ARA & S osig fade 3R 3T G, 3R MFEAT I IWI@T & 3doH & v & Regeare
WRIATeFd faffcs a1 vauee SR faemer Fuelr @3 & 8| 3FAE § 39 R & I16 U0 e 3G}l
fe@rs g3a, 3R St & ¢t # IR T USIIR So1 & ATHS H Jg AT U 378 9sSid arfad sl
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