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The push for a uniform civil code should not become a divisive tool
TOI Editorials

The Law Commission’s decision to solicit views from the public on the

idea of a uniform civil code appears to be a political initiative aimed at

' bringing the potentially divisive issue under focus in the run-up to next
/\/Ik year’s general election. The Commission, the 22nd such panel, has

claimed that years have elapsed since similar views were sought by the

—_— previous panel, and that a fresh effort was needed to garner varied
opinions. The 21st Commission had released a consultation paper in
2018 that categorically said a uniform civil code was “neither necessary
nor desirable” at that stage. In a well-reasoned document, it had then
argued that the focus of initiatives to reform the various personal laws
should be the elimination of all forms of discrimination rather than an
attempt to bring about uniformity in the laws governing various
religions. The document was progressive in nature, inasmuch as it emphasised non-discrimination over
uniformity, and recognised that there could be diverse means of governing aspects of personal law such
as marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption instead of imposing a single set of rules on society. This
would entail the removal of discriminatory provisions, especially those that affect women, and adoption
of some overarching norms rooted in equality. Nothing significant has happened since to warrant a fresh
look, except perhaps a political need for the current dispensation to bring the issue to the electoral arena.

A uniform civil code for the entire country is indeed a lofty goal, but the question whether introducing
one for all aspects of personal law would impinge on the freedom of religion has been part of the debate.
B.R. Ambedkar viewed it as desirable, but favoured its being voluntary. It is possible that a uniform code
may be adopted without offending any religion, but the concept evokes fear among sections of the
minorities that their religious beliefs, seen as the source of their personal laws, may be undermined. In
fraught times such as the present, a common code will inevitably be seen as an imposition by the
majority. Basic reforms can be given priority — such as having 18 as the marriageable age for all across
communities and genders. Introducing a ‘no-fault’ divorce procedure and allowing dissolution of
marriage on the ground of irretrievable breakdown, and having common norms for post-divorce division
of assets were other matters the previous Commission threw up for a debate. Within each community’s
laws, it will be desirable to first incorporate universal principles of equality and non-discrimination and
eliminate practices based on taboos and stereotypes.
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3cUTeeT ot 6.8 sy Sr I AT T ged JUTEd| I3
fauer i #r IR-PR AGME A WA §C g & F Fo H A
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AT g1 &1 fohdreT Gotget T Well & gl & ST @7 ¢ Fiieh At|A
AR A 5T B B geHEA Bl 30 SR RBEAT X RAE A Q2 T SR 1 90% IedresT R gl
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aer & Tl AR & fov FAE ARE @i an] FEr TWER 7 affcd §2@EE H 36 W W e
W & AT § 30 W AT g1 arfier o Tadaar & dIc e od TAT doh AT Il & aig o I8
AT ANRS Tiar & #AF § faus [Fatant & s<or &1 9rdd J8 e JaT| I§ A & 3To-9d
®ROT § T 38 0O Sty TR, FEife 3EA dAE Ay & e o Re3t & fAeh St
Hfgdreeyr X fear o1l wrae & ol 37 Tl & o fAel el Higdiecyy atdh HAe AFRe Higdm
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3rETeTAT arell AT & dOR fRar a1, 3T T AeRe afgar fr R & 715 N2 72w s@w [T 3R
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gar got H A @ %ol W 50 AGATGG ARAT § HiFT & fAv deqfh feafdearea (§éy) o fohaw
3% AEd # qoEt dand A& fhar g1 fhergiel gHehl o3 U & U Yrilfdiss aR&isier & dt w
1 91§ &1 IR § o6 fava Grigrell Ferehieh I ‘o goiiard gsora’ RA1e-2023 & Harfash 137 o=if &1
g # 0RA U H gedidd T W Bl AEN gfrr A He el 8§ o 3degawust A @ v g &
dTasie, GRIETell & AFC # gA 124 & & 53 U ¢

JMeATTcH & Sollg STHT gl & b ‘B chiohel U Siidet H G AGT &, HTST SideT &1 HhAS & U
Wl g1 W ATA &1 aerels # gA 39a fav ve wer o g e ura| 3R gel & Jead @
afere & I@ ST 81 oll$ offAT T @hgall ¢ foh #eT a1 nifay 3 gelr e & F uge] 8, el Th-ga@l &
W § 3o FE o AT § %S9 g qEd fr gt & fav oeh o seer & € A gAR A # iy
3R e # gt wamenfas &7 @ 39 Bl

T Fle@faehr & &9 & Toder T fa0el AHT TG A aled Ea oed o Al et # g7
AT WX T AT, G eIl 7 AR alerd H AT e & AT A et AgeAd N, AR S A A
Jelfedl T 37, fhd e F ST e & [T IRl 39e fAU FAT RAehroeT S&l 780 G| 37T Hid
F ST T qg’u*ia‘ﬂlﬁmtﬁﬁwﬁglm%mﬁﬂvﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁaﬁuﬁrﬁ%é\m
e § T Sliaed F1 NP 3ele § SNl a6 & @ & 9 o § @R FA AR 3 AqrAmSs w3t &
T Heigel @I, foetenl el & et JiaRes el fHerch g

Gl 1 TG 3EY AT § T gAR 9 y=R AT & 6ifas daree § 91 3iUg Ue-guer g dfeh gt T
AR 3aEAT &, A et &1 e gey gegas A g1 Affesr aReufaat & ar ar g7 sfa-3caried o)
AT g A O 3eE g S 81 Gt & 3epfa & foU dHEE saeicHs IREATdr & 9id gvser o
IRER 3O 966 o6 &1 38 [T HAdTdr Haifteh Hgeaqol 3R #ER afafafer g1 &ddar i aE
T o e, T ‘e & w9 B Th @eol GihAr g sEH Hay fhelr off end, wuer, nfa ar a9 @
eI gl I HAA-ARETSH I ddel el dlel IHFET [GaRT FI eld A FT IFFI g

o cafadd &1 ged Thfoeld Bl § o 3R aEl A & AIH § L B AR wrafdd g oereh §
38 & G T HaAcHR IaedT 8, ST did &Y safdd & i) Aise &1 3T deei® B osmem
afdd T G 38 HIGAcHS deord R 3w TR o &1 dame sitfas dare 3R gl 7 g &
qIasg 3R AfFd & AT A wifa 8, 3wh Rewdt & 9fd w@erens efteaior 3R gericAs @ &
3qaT Sha gt & oo g

IR & & &Y Arel T Tsg 1 IR @ ST &1 ST alell ‘Tos goiiay gsoe RaE & o 3y ik
sifcen grawmail &1 o G & Feet & g fham ST gl & F SR JuA T GereTel Fahish RUIE
A, @A gfaar & 137 Ut A enfAer fhar arm| FRAT #ATAERT & graRAt & Jraefg @RIdR & §R
30 QU & S heTels A1 fava 1 G GRABTST & Ioll IAT| HATARATRT hr I & foh gAR o 7 @er
UREIRE FagR A IRGTAAT & ol Siefd TS T SEIAT Sl A §, Bokawd Haks g &
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A ¥ dfd | S &1 3°% 3dc helels & Aar gy c¥geR & AR stdd &1 fhedls &
ottt s gelr enfd, dAY 3R ArEfoir gRaT o MR g1 Fer & oAl 1 efARiar & 3ige favar &
318l A eTATRCIAT T Ao ¥, Toreh saragiRey JaeT ¥ ged & Greiehiioieh Gl T Hed™ gl &

SR g R 3REUfadl @ ¢RT 2 GereTell & IRy gl favd & HAgreell st S arel 3R H ER
o gergTel & fogrer & 3reor #1ET €1 59 gl & 96 Uagd Uk W gl dgi A% e fae 9w edre
fear Siar &1 areda # grrgrel A & v e @y & wrr-wy Qe geeT, IREaReE qgde
3R wgegar, Rem H quEdl, AR TRLT, THER—S Hle, Hicdiesel dUT GHEoT T Sl
PR WX AT eareT fer Siren g ST gl

faeg # ‘grrgrell Gaw &1 WIS FEITUH T GaRT AT I-AT| T GiAaT &1 ThATS TET 21 §, foraat
S & iy dErcr-alscdr gfear 1 adrm f gegrell &1 AT Hehel TR 3cUle’ 161, dfeh Hebel
TSI GRrgTelr g1 Gt 1 3McAard e & e & aANMRept o A4 e 1 g1 3 gurdarr iR
ATaR 8, 3 991 HEIE gTa el T Uasl H SIE-OIE GRIGT & gsTal &l AoR3iers w76 hid| el
& ol w7 faearE § o S qEdl & 9id HGd ool 3 FHI-HA FT MG WA B, 3ol ged &M 3R
faste & AqFT WTAT &1 FeT & @91 AT IR 9A7 F IAT <F &1 HAT W gRAraT IR ISy Fr
HA BISH TAATT I 3Tl oAl &1 HTHAANEAT & SHidel T HAAT g

el AT & NheR AR Tos gl RUIC & Fg-HUGen Sl golldel & hgall o foh fohar o aer
& ANTRE! & IREIRD TIRE, IERAET A 3R AR 1T o Gl & em Heer g fhetels 3R
9T & o H I JAWH IOT 3T G A FAedd Sl Aol g1 fhetels B gfAafder 3t gerfddr &
HeAld=ilioreh 87 38 o1 & HgAd ¢ o Gergrel & oI 3Toel sRar, g@R & fRal &l aveie o 3R Serer
T 378H gl Goraea a1d I8 ¢ fb hedols & 3muanrdT 3R 3ot o 3da &7 sRAFG 8 o 5, foidel
foh gt & Fer o]

gl U raee g, fFuar A9 & AfFd & M &1 5 QU @A 3T o AV §, FAIfh I G
g W R & R ¢ Agd-Aiare & gre, JafiarT gied § i e, 7 d g & arg o
U & Gohool T slic AL 3N 3R aei-alerd, A-eMhed T THSTH o gl & Frasle IR A Ig
AT ol IRHASTTH &iie &, g 3od & 3care AR 3HT ol feaeat 8, faaepelier 3R Tuetressh st
g, dgcRleT AATSh HaY g, GSITAET ol TR § of 398 GrgAT shael fhaerr & @eahell Bl
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AR # IR a¥ dc R A AFRe digdl W aar-faaet & nteis faf@er o g aar &, ar 98
GO & Tl 29 Gfear & Gou #F 3 F R o Aeies Y 39e R 9w & AfReR € 3R 30
feeT & 3R oo fafdad 3ol Fole & W &1 fafr 3maer i 9 9ger Rl & =i, sfew sgd
I o el arell &1 AR AfAU &7 [Tl & AT T & A ARG Fiedl B [auT Fdeaaier g
g afauer Tom 7 o el s I o fF U IS Gt UAT AU, 9 oA H FAW ARIRSG Afgdr
AL B STEEN| o9 Hfqu T T g W A, a9 o eieh oot ¥, S @A ARRE Higdr H Fsie 4
Tellel 3R o] a¥ & U8T A &, HAIN a9 & SAGIR A3t o 58 a9 9T HIH &1 vl for an| &g &
st & off S & T ALRS Afear W THe a1 Fur=aemst # off gg 7o g5 &1 37 IR @ 9go
2018 & #IRA & O 3maer & & v WAY g3 I AT ar, S @Ee aAniRe afgar & & ar
MaTF § IR & 37 TR W AT AT I=T AT

Ig 3R & § T adeiee 3R AT uied nfie Haest @ o goia ¢l & folv gt I g1 3T
g IR AR Gfgar & difeerar W Saer X =T geml Gfgdar a1 a1 & &rhr 8T g, 3§ ha
ATe] R SITuen 3N A @l I WY oY §H Toldl, 38 WX T g 3N @ R Y ol =fRul o H
faereT ant & St seora W &, 3o A2l H TE 36THT oAl ST Fehell ¢ fob 58 a) IIYART & Acilol
3T 3T Hehdl &1 ellceh o0 #A1ATeT & Id HET AT FRrsl el & 3regerar # &9 3w &
UES YE I g aEad H, Al 2016 H FAW ARG Higdl & T HIfARt dor g a8 o 3@ Gfeh v
Al & 3eT A IA Higd 3oeh Todl # @ g 8, of Ig OvT RA Wel i QU FH1&am g1 aar
PS5 STeal & fp AT 3maer AR & ufshar &1 30 fgaT F T FEAT BT §7? IRAad §, HSTIr & el
gl arg A, I AR AT, FAGT AR @R R 3Teoe 370 H gl SIH & Uk & §97 drer
IR § 3R 3@ foIv 38 &3 o e &I Wi G &l

Ig Colld Wl & o AfFAITd FIfaAl H Ao AR AT F gy fhar Srw, difer <or # Fefy AmTRent
& Y AW U9ER & Ry i off Rufy R 7 ©, 99 e A Anie dfedr & ded & 3meRo
| TEH S H HeHTT 3R Tehdl HT IRAY FeT Fehdl gl fdamg, delreh, Mg o, Odd 3R 3TEeR
Aot AT HT AT R &1 o0& gIY Ig o €A @A WU [ IFqeR 2022 # Uh gelheAH &
HATETH § g TN o 3aTeld & Idr@n A7 fo 437 W 3Rd <AfFderd Fefed TS T Uehel I ITAT
g1 AW AP GRdT & IRY RfFes FeEl F1 @S FT W A HRA F THEHOT A G| F
fAemet, adA= MHT BT HAT FIT &, T TgAT I MY AR IeqAd HI T & fig q#ad o ge
3T ded H & TS FI oS gl
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