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Manipur, a rude reminder of northeast tensions

A solution, in quick time, to the Manipur imbroglio is important or else it could ignite
similar conflicts elsewhere in the region

M.K. Narayanan is a former Director, Intelligence Bureau, a former National Security Adviser, and
a former Governor of West Bengal

Violence in Manipur, which has gone on for over a month now, claimed well over a 100 lives and
displaced thousands more, and has opened many raw wounds that most people had hoped belonged to a
bygone era. The spectre of an unbridgeable divide between the Meiteis on the one hand and the Kuki-
Chin-Mizo-Zomi-Naga tribes on the other is now all too evident, and any resolution will demand utmost
sensitive handling. The ethnic divide and violence seems to suggest that little has changed in the
northeast, notwithstanding the many developments in place. Thus the healing process is likely to be a
long-drawn-out one.

There is still a divide

Most people across the country had reason to believe that the northeast had over time become well and
truly integrated. Also, that there were now more commonalities rather than differences amongst the
various tribes and communities. The ethnic violence in Manipur, consequently, has come as a rude
reminder. Notwithstanding improved communications, better transit facilities, and support for the
special needs of the region, there does still exist a divide between the tribes and plains people within the
region.

It is easy to pontificate whenever an outbreak of violence of this magnitude takes place, and to harp on
certain aspects such as the existence of an excess of region-centric calculus, lack of internal cohesion, and
ethnic/caste rivalries as the causes for internal tensions and violence. Such aspects, fortunately, had
become lesser in number in recent times, but it is possible that the fraying of our composite culture in
recent times — which has also effected other parts of India — is casting a shadow over the northeast.

An additional dimension in the northeast is the presence of ethnic sub-nationalism and identity politics in
an aggravated form. Ethnic allegiance had oftentimes been in conflict with mainstream nationalism or
vice-versa previously, but it was hoped that such tensions had subsided. The Manipur developments
imply that in much of the northeast, ethnic identities still overshadow and overwhelm all other
considerations. What is also disturbing is that according to some reports from the region, consolidation
efforts by different tribal entities were resulting in subterranean pressures, and the result is that many
issues which were deemed settled seem to have been reopened. This applies specially to Manipur where,
of late, there have been incipient signs of a resurgence of ultra-nationalistic tendencies. The confrontation
between Meitei versus Kuki-Naga ultra-radicalism, as evidenced in Manipur these past weeks, needs to
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be viewed in the larger context of the conflict between the plains Meiteis and the Kuki-Mizo-Chin-Zomi-
Naga hill tribes. What we witness in Manipur today is a conflict between charged up Meitei chauvinism
seeking to consolidate their position within Manipur and across the region, in opposition to the Kukis,
Mizos and other tribes. The Meiteis may lack a significant militaristic profile, but the Meiteis had earlier
on developed a strategy of networking with other northeastern resurgent outfits and militant groups at
one level, and with Maoist groups in the hinterland States of the country, at another. This is a matter of
record.

Currently, the polarisation between the majority Meitei, and the other tribal communities, in Manipur
appears total and irreconcilable. Notwithstanding the peace moves by the central authorities, fresh
outbreaks of violence continue. Relocation of the two communities is taking place vigorously with parts
of the State being designated as Meitei and Kuki, respectively. The demand for a separate administration
as a prelude to the division of the State along these lines is currently gaining momentum.

The State Government — more specifically, the Chief Minister — has come under severe attack by the
Kuki tribals for the ongoing violence. This is accompanied by accusations that the police are siding with
the Meitei attackers. Meitei elements, in turn, have threatened to form a ‘civilian defence force’ to protect
their people against attacks by Kuki militants. Old issues are being resurrected, such as the burning of the
historic Centenary Gate in Leisang village by Meitei miscreants, thus sharpening the divide. Demands for
the dismissal of the State government and the imposition of President’s rule under Article 356 of the
Constitution, alongside a demand by tribal groups such as the Kukis-Chins-Mizos-Zomis, urging the
Centre to give the region inhabited by them a separate administration, are being vociferously raised.

Weighing in on the solutions

The Home Minister, Amit Shah’s recent visit to Manipur promised much, but it is highly uncertain
whether the solutions that he has proposed — which is the standard prescription in all such situations —
are the right ones at this time. His announcement of a judicial probe into the ethnic violence and of a
three-member committee headed by a judge has been well received. His proposal for the creation of a
unified command to oversee security in the State, however, appears draconian in the prevailing
circumstances. The announcement of a Central Bureau of Investigation inquiry into specific incidents of
violence is a welcome measure. However, changing the Director General of Police, who belongs to the
Kuki tribe, on grounds of ineffectiveness may only serve to heighten the gap between the warring Meitei
and Kuki communities.

Saner voices must take the lead

What is needed at this time is for saner voices to play a leading role. Notwithstanding the fact that the
northeast has been spared serious violence for some years now, the reality is that it is still a volatile
region. It is in the process of changing and adapting to newer circumstances. What the Centre needs to
achieve is an ‘optimal positioning’ even if it may seem like giving far too many concessions. Delhi is on
test as to how it would adjust or react to the new situation that has presented itself — this demands
innovative thinking. Even as States in the region crave greater autonomy, the process of achieving a
proper equilibrium requires both sensitivity and ‘out of the box’ thinking.

Understanding cultural factors are critical, specially in times of conflict. The Meitei versus Tribal divide is
both a cultural and sociological phenomenon. A solution demands a combination of adjusting to realities,
coupled with an understanding of the moral imperatives of the numerous tribal communities that dot the
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northeastern landscape. The art is to come up with an agreement in which both or more parties to the
dispute think it is the best from their point of view. A solution to the Manipur imbroglio in quick time is
important — if a satisfactory solution is not found early, it could aggravate centrifugal tendencies that
have not entirely been dissipated, despite the best efforts of successive governments in Delhi and in the
region over the past 75 years. The region is beset with people belonging to different cultures often
confronting each other. Delhi has consistently tried to avoid an adversarial policy, and, instead, has
sought dialogue. This is still the best remedy available, while avoiding any impression of weakness on the
part of Delhi.

Delhi needs to acknowledge to itself that the situation in Manipur poses a ‘problem’ of no mean
magnitude. An answer has to be found sooner rather than later before it ignites similar conflicts
elsewhere in the region where such tensions also lurk. All communities across the region crave ‘security’.
The impression that Delhi is neutral in any conflict, and is only on the side of justice has to be properly
communicated. The key task for Delhi would be to be seen to act on the basis of overreaching moral
principles without, however, making a virtue of such principles. Today, there is enough common purpose
and principles across the partisan divide; what is often absent is a weak democratic resolve and an ability
to act in the shared national interest.
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T A $1 3R & FRAT ST shdel U cer-al faurT arell Reufd € sarer wgl o, sfew ag off
W%%@lergdﬁcﬁ%dmwmaﬁﬁaﬂﬁaﬂﬁmﬁwaﬁg@ﬁu@%%%ﬁﬁﬁw
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% 3PAT P WA U FAS ANTRG Higdl H HEdcd H A HEA g8 g6, 7R 50 foom &7 oo
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fagarfaat &1 w1gi, afewr amEos Aierd 3R Thdl &I ol Hohe @ o 31 &1 Hieen A o Tdr fawear
AR H AT 3R AT & AT AT deldr gl

T F R G9H T8 A afdd AREET A H & A § §l 3TadH SATed o AROT-9OT 1
I ol QATEATAT & geT # ATy gaarar, AfeheT dehrellel Tslia el PR o e deal & o &
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3T gH gar § fF 3sad Aqew & Aar v Afdse 3reRemg 3R YT 98 F AT W A W\ H
HeHilel G g A el § & a9 T 3 @ ardl GRAR & dlecld W A Foher 3R 3iferer
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frell S A @6 @er, =il gy,
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o @iersT 7 McATAIRGT 319 A% WRET T § 3ciea &THAT gAd el dd Shigd el &l T T
ST arE urpiae &9 @ ol TideT 3Urstr gl §, 3 U 3 5o JhAH Ghast A IreAfAeR g | 2
gHh WS AT Welel (3TeleT ATSTAIT) Teh Holqd TIEAT & & H I3 gl S $r g faeafacaeT &
grher RfSar ssar & ggell IR 1980 & el Welel s &I 9ANT fohar ar| ol @aa & Fige, dig
3TER AT SIFASE & Welol SR sflanforeh aRels # 3c@ers afafafr =€t gich, sfesd golerias argsi &
Yo F ¥ wider 3R arqu Aol Sl §1 58 cgaedr # -Fas # X g Tiier 1 did ifed g
g, oot Ul T A1 39T ARH Fed ol dRad S HIREN A1 TelilEe $-a€e Afae 2017 & AW
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ar SR T oTareqaT & A e S-herT Uer otar &1 3@R@r, A, Jue 3T J&5 & a6 89 $-
FER & gbd 93 3curesh g1 2016-17 H R el $-hals o1 A% 0.036 Afgeh et & WAueHT w9

2018 & 3Nk FIETOT & HATNSH A $-HTR @ T goR 900 FS TUT &I HiAT gTieer fohdm ST Fehell
¢l fofas, #ieree, dmEn, egf@Afms, feax 3R 9Af3gw ol #gah arqsit & fv goscrias Hars
3reoT Gid g1 AR 9ITeR0T T Tl & Adah Toh Hifgeh <of Hdisel & 300 IMH Al Hehrer Hehcd
gl WRETT T H Al & 3Eh F Ifd T AgST & AT il AH At & fAerar g1 el @aar &1 I8
aEdT Rl H F QNERT 3UReT AR gASEHT @ agrar & §

W2015ﬁ§Um¥m§ﬁﬁaﬁmdg\¢<ﬁé¥qkm 3Tl I AT H ORAl & A B9 @fasr froAer
IR T[T R gl AT s o & fau dier 3R S-awsr # NfTE, @R 39 # fafews
AR o edfsa & fov S & AW g T a31 galar &1 ffys 3 $ell TAE B & J Solfdeh
HRT I AThel Y&l FAT &1 HASET Foll TSHT T &Hgall ¢ o Felfdeeh HR H WTeAol HR & Hhaol
g I s Tietsl T BT 81 S8 Tg AR a5 eager # A9 3R Sorel @g7 & Hewed &t

AT GielsT o &

ool ATel gATEROT FAATGI GaRT FAT Jq e’ gaved g 2022 o) fomam @ g, St @l @elel &y
Serar ¢dt, dfthel 3T fIT FT IHEH FeA Io6 gl Ugell, $-HUI Uhd &l I JaEAT Hold 8|
3UAET H G T ST g SoAdcliaieh ral-GAT & gl 3R H9 Y, s IR Ueh ATAT caidd &l
A B gEw, W aEelE Fffe el gl S qeh aEpt ¥ gl urge smEeh @ e @)
TR AR oaRel o VHT dehelies & 3Mfaser fhar g, e s smas o & 95 $reg
JYEY Fidlec TIed FhdT SITaT g1 W dehelieh 31T Foll Tideil & Yerushol & fov fasfla s grem|
ERT, SR RN Qe a3 @ g et AT auraEr ggel Siell g 0 A 3T wieter 3R ensit
SIERT Y 3T &gl 3T F FR—T FIV, 58 Aehed JIR T gl

diaT, 3cure @ A IRAISEABT T $& 58 Re IR fHar S0 & 3§ seddTe @last 3R AgA ded
it & giffer T 3mareT @1 Jraar, _AfSAT &1 & o] §X 39 &1 &l UET el & Gk H o T 1Y,
STl FR W AU Folel & Ak §| AHeld, Haal AT § e, el 3o @ Avelrar, Fher 3R
HITATH S goter WielsT QlaRT g1fde fhT o Gl 81 50 T A6l Welel Huferal T e glaf| o,
R 3718 14 3RS UV gorel 3N Je Wiolel & 3c@elad # T Tl &, SAaih FARDT, meeforar AR
ST T 82 3RT IUT WA I &1 Foil Wietall & A el W higd AT dTa Tafua fFe ar
ahd &l

St @isl & AFS # Wod $o Al A O J 30 e el &1 3@ a8 DA AR Sed
Rersfdar el & g7 W gl @l @1 §87 AT e @sT & Fhl gl 3P IRT g8 [Iet
goldrelioleh 3URIUT 3N aE3T & Jeq WisT e T T 81 3Hohel Sl fAeer 1 dRasw it e &
97 &1 75 A fRREl & 98 wll @ & 98 HqfAer g1 AT AR S FECRE F 9
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I & FIS HSR 78T §, olfchel a8 ABY Weoled ¥ a1 fAfTH g1ffer et & &I & 17 g, ogehr
sl Ig faflas a1 g §1 sd e S FEAEsS Jawar § Affes arqu siffie # #7 3read g
B Wl T &TH ﬁé‘@ﬁgﬁfsﬁJ cRit o @ietsl GI&T AISlgRT T & HaAlsT T gl R Tl fhfesher
fAee gaAgitar 3R qUi gfager @ Thfeae o ACRTS Fo TTUa fhar a2 g

fiherehl &1 RUIE & AT HRA deq AR gefsr gdt ded 1 37el &TAT HT 10 BHG 3c@elel A IR &
RA B Sl @iael & 93 3cureal & AT fAaer 3R dohelleh §EAicaRoT IRANSAZN & TS Ig=ATaT
gl 8 3 &, SN ®F HT T dol IRASET & #RA o fAdr & gwelar fora i g1 @fasr fager
sf3ar RS 3ushe T TUUar 3R 3 AT W Thadie 59 e & 97 FeH & Al WA & Hged Hl
ST §U AR F SHA S dehelich H HTCATAIR gl & ATY B TR W 3cTetel 1 8 Ggrar a1 g

Live
feccadra
et RS .C0Mm

O

Date:12-06-23
I A a9
HUGHhIT

Aew # 58 aX 39 & A ARG AL §| AT 7 S @ Il & & & § iR 9% Fo AN o
R T &, safoT ameed R IR €l v gIRr 9 FE AT € 6 3R 3R AYY oRd # I {1 1 A
IS WA W PN eV, a9 afiRael [{ehsr vk & o @i were @1 @T 8 Fo f@Ave @ @ ¢ 5 e
WE T Tollge e & W &, 39F d Ig I gl & U7 TR 381 g 1 U 307 @R &7 3R
SANT X T &1 39 Fgell © o 39Tl Fo Rl ao quaT 39 A &0 fo@m @ahar ¢ 3R Tg s Re @
§AR fIU WA T HROT deTat dTell &1 Sfeh, IH AT faarel &9 f@mer & o &7 fear g1 derferent
T el § foh 39T ATel T YT deh IAST S aR 7Hh Foholl ¢ 3R §ANT &g gaeui3i & fav Ig
G e SATCANT| g FishaT Y& &1 a1 &1 3037 5 ST h W € Teh o7en ST A el oY, ST @ gy
gedr & feRm & Sé| grefiieh, 250 fahelledlex 9fd dehs & 91fd & Tl dlell Ig olIe g drehda] gl &Y
mﬂﬁ%wﬁﬂﬁ-@ﬁ@ﬁaaﬁ%ﬁlmﬁm%mwmmaal

g6l & fov @19 ¥ @ dwar d@aa o A § 3R et & fav a8 @ o g " 81 dfdhe 3eR
g IqT H B3 ¢F, dF 3H g W FhA o S @rs & &1 It o a=m & R s 11 |
9g ¥ BWI Bed § 3R 300 AR AT A Sl §66 dof Md & Aehorcl! g1 383 8% a9 581 giarn, dfcsh
eIy cdr o gich 81 39 §H Hiol T Il FIST T 3el a1 O EeR Ty’ AT FIoT &I e Fgd
g1 Ig gAY I & g T § 3R SUER AWl H T AU eRAT & JIATaRT W Uh g6 F SIGT AT g
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STeT Tehcll| AAfehel THEAT U g@ll SWTE 81 §H HUR dehellh o @ J91 & €, dg1 3= A Afdd
39U Fo¥ WA H g g R & HHIGH TFh Fed W/ &l T 3UAE §AN HIR aAcds, AR
&I, FAR Tenfderel 3R Sexeie HiT gforar 7 Fecaqot sfFe Bem @ €1 ¥ gEhry Al 3R 3% @
3T aTell 9 31 399gl 3R 38 WY §ART g cHAEUI3N T AT TohdleT Tgal Tohhl &1 Fo Gt H of
SHH dofe & faegd IYf dF T & Fehell &l Sgd § 99 3G H Tg HAEAT & & 39 HoRX defer
3R T TIRE F STRA GSA W IHeI HT NG FHT ST Fehell § AR $S g b oJohdled T ol fohar
ST ThdT §, oifehed Tl 3YURT H Ig <aTAT =igl gl

BH XS & IS AR §1 38 Rl W W AT § A IE S-S0 8, 36 Uge ¥ ST 3UeA 918
Alsie &1 CET 76T o grel-fhotgrer 7 3@ ald # IS T8 delld 3T IRAT 8| FIoT T 9T & HNOT S
TAEAT GAR HHA g, 96 I3 JIoT @ 81 306l a6 SHTAT § b W d6a & Tl # §Ha 3§ 36
AR I AAoR3farsl A feam AR e & IR & AT g1 WaT| Ig Fhe & L0, 3 & AU ok a5
o &l
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