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Walking a tightrope in Chhattisgarh

Social justice questions pose a dilemma for the Congress government

Shubhomoy Sikdar

As Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
drives the Congress towards this year’s Assembly
elections, the rear-view mirror shows months of
turmoil over the question of reservation and the
challenge of maintaining a social coalition he has
built in a State dominated by socio-economically
disadvantaged groups.

The fact that the Supreme Court granted interim
relief on Monday to the Chhattisgarh government on
its plea challenging a State High Court order on
reservations of September 2022 has come as a
breather for Mr. Baghel. However, it opens up new
possibilities of conflict. The apex court stayed the
High Court order setting aside 58% reservation
(32% for Scheduled Tribes, 14% for Other Backward
Classes and 12% for Scheduled Castes or 32-14-12)
in government jobs and educational institutions.

In the seven months since the last order, recruitment and admissions have stalled. There has been
palpable anger directed at the government, especially among the tribal people — a traditional vote bank
for the Congress. Some factions of the Sarva Adivasi Samaj were even planning to field their own
candidates in the Assembly elections. They say they will still do so if they have to settle for anything less

than what the 32-14-12 formula provides for.

Last time, when the Congress won riding on a strong anti-incumbency wave against the 15-year-old BJP
government, it almost swept the tribal seats and made deep inroads into the OBC vote bank of the BJP.

Besides filing a Special Leave Petition in the Supreme Court against the High Court order, the government
also passed two Amendment Bills that take the total quota in the State to 76%. It has kept the 32% quota
intact for STs, increased the quote for OBCs from 14% to 27% and that of SCs from 12% to 13% as well as
introduced a 4% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) (32-27-13-4). Both the Bills are,
however, awaiting the Governor’s assent since last December.
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This is where the perception challenge for the Congress begins. Mr. Baghel has made several public
appeals to the Governor and even written to the Prime Minister seeking the inclusion of the two Bills in
the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution so that they are beyond judicial review. But Congress sources
privately acknowledge that it was unlikely that the Governor would sign them before the elections. The
Congress has accused the BJP of playing backdoor politics using the Raj Bhavan, but it first has to field
questions on why the 58% quota was set aside by the High Court in the first place.

A return to the 32-14-12 formula following the Supreme Court order is also not without challenges. If the
tribal people’s concerns have been addressed by the stay, it would also mean that SCs do not stand to gain
that extra 1% that the 32-27-13-4 formula provides for, making it tough for the government to keep them
happy. The perception loss for the OBC communities — down to 13 from 27 — will be even bigger as the
amendment Bills have created a frenzy that will be difficult to contain.

There are added complexities associated with OBC politics in the State vis-a-vis reservations. A higher
quantum of reservations for OBCs would allow Mr. Baghel to consolidate different constituents of the
OBC umbrella, such as the Sahus and the Kurmis. But a return to the 58% formula would rob him of the
opportunity to bridge the gap between these two major OBC groups who tend to go in opposite directions
every election. Also, since there likely won’t be any anti-incumbency wave in the Congress’ favour, it may
also make local factors more pivotal in the OBC-dominated seats. Experts say such a situation will allow
the BJP to be selective in its wooing of the OBC communities. There is also a prevailing view within some
sections of the tribal people that because of Mr. Baghel’s OBC politics, reservation for them has been
affected, and bringing a separate Bill for ST reservation would have settled matters much earlier.

Since the EWS quota doesn’t place any restrictions on caste, those outside the caste reservation ambit are
also feeling aggrieved with a return to the 32-14-12 formula that leaves nothing for the poorer sections of
the general castes. While much fewer in number in the population, the upper castes send a significant
number of MLAs to the State Assembly and form a pressure group by themselves.

aﬂa W Date:02-05-23
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faRmer Trean, (dEF 3R T e )

TR & AETA § AT ST T T1gd @A dTel AT Wlel Flefell HSTAT H B §1 Telleh, eiard 3R
MG o T Gfshar 1 A Sl & T 5arE w & T GHANS el # S ATl o &
T e ¢ 7 goas & W &1 WHR, IR F38d, =aafae, @ I 3R aiffis dorear o 38 goas
1 Ty forar &1 el & o AT forr foh &iefet Seilel &7 TSR FHG T g1 50 Aol el hRraleic FRA
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AHS H AfFaal & s fr daurfae AT @ @R afgd =agdifee & fou #ff sregery g1 3a%
SIaS[G BRI AIfFed HIHC &l AR dleh 0 HHAT H el IPeiAh q6H & A1H W GNA HIC &
HIAC T ST Bl & STedel H Shell 3R TR &1 Afehrepdizit T Fael Iauronsit & R 969 &
W JEROT A FHAS g @Y 3HeTelcll T ITRAT & 9T Igef3il hl THASA T ST ¢

1. HIThTCT ISHIC SISl & HIFH H WA HIE o gl § o Godrs Tl AHAT H SToll 1 eleg ST el
gl gl HE & FAadsl g Sey haad & 0RT F FAcfe Faul 1 IaRiiees qarar a2 anl fafewr
3TArE # 37 %hae Gl aferc Wod el 30 2022 # A4S TS| 36 FAFA A JeeH Tgds o
el AT foh FHCARIRT FT ol THT ST &1 &H ATl Igel SAeed ad & 57 & ol & IHTaR el
# dgard # g A% FOG F g1 B & W@ens Ffea e & IfFar = 78 s w haer
g 2018 # FHAATNhAT I HATRIS =1 FeT a17| TAAH FAdrs & G AHT I 3Tl Gg1d H o STt
1 IR g W &1 ST & AT 316 ¥ Flofe] A TGolld Hl FlefodH [AFCH § FHAS I ST &,
S8 Gfatrer 1 Aarihen sarear & &5 hael & giliA HIE o o] &

2. 30 IR # FE geelld & fov Tl #ige GO g & el e @ d§6e F $o d ggd H
T & M T 37 NI H GO & Aviy fr yffcafea 38 A= e afiRe? &g F 39 AFHS A
o WHRT @ T AR &) T cgaedqm # T A1 96T ol TR AHT H TeheR I Foldls el HIdEeT
& gfcger gl

3. 30 YIRIYUT, R, SRR, Mg ofel, U, HeJohedr i S &S AFel A arfed @i
S g GOl § 3o 18 H FHAWS SIS AT Fefel H AW F W 8l Heleoe-14 H FAGAT A
f@eerie ar 3o gelt WX o] gt &1 HWehcll| 3l Sollc &l XHRT Gollel & HIST o Fepdr foam g1 olfehet
AR T 8 ¥ 10 HHAT AT & arar 7 o Arfwmrdist o 3ftEd 3nws 7@ o €1 afFes’ St &
IENOT T A1 H ol $F & FEd SIeT GIET Flefel I o6 Fel & v gl meer o srfders aika
gl TR

4. FLT & ITAR oS! T AET AT ~FoAcddl 37 18 3R o5 T 21 ATl | Jdolgel SIECH UFe & dgel
Rerer cafed foRelt @I &F alig 8T o ThdTl F TSAT of TS AT FI AT I AT & g1 dfeifed
ATFTAT & FEAATST & FHIHA HIE 3PN M IR o oY & Al 38 A SAT Tgalid & T 3Heleh q&etel
AT 3 160 & SATET gEY Hisfell WaHel & dgolrd ol Fae & & gl

5. 30 Geldig & d1G HUs] HheAl HI YSH & WA, HeTolal H dgck SHIPREFR, Hlafoad # Fur AR
m@rﬁa@é@mﬁwﬁmﬂamz@r%ﬂ%ﬁwmmaﬁqﬂmﬁ%waﬁ
& QrY HiAUET HT o AT eIl WA HIE F hael § fog-sa Roee & Foreeers & T amdr S gait
fAer & T &
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st. arfae weerer sieft, ( geash & wrafaa wateRorfag )

39 CR1 T HTEIEY 3 9TeT 142 3RS g1 gl g1 gfaldn o 1 off 30 R AR ¢ o 38 Foch JmEey
aﬁwﬁsﬁﬁmaﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁa@rwwﬁﬁ%aﬁmﬁ%@-ﬁwmﬁl
STeT Ueh oW SUSHIRT &2 &l sl # STel W g, Bl GOl oW HIolel, 3Tard i f&idr & @y 3 fafder
TsS off WA & 37 o T &1 g@d 99 oAt & aRfeufada aRadsr o g1 =g a8 Wc-amdr & ard
B AT Ul 1 AT T SeTel-STlieT & g @i, 31 Heol S HT9em3i T HaX Tsr X & g

3R ST & & 3@ of A FATSHE IJof & HRUT Tg AlA Il off @& & 5 30 gfaerd e 3carea v
weldar % safav g 918, Fifh FosAc o §ART ATY g1 6ar, S ff IRFIRE Wieh & AR Wr Fr
foEaT g3 AT AT| T 3Mhs & IR AT G H HAT 20 5 o7 3W Al &1 A H Ig 3 T &
o THUN & IETTA & HTAR AR H 40 FAr #leT T qEISr gl &1 3TN dGcl JEET Y e gl
BS & WY SIS of df §H #oled T Tl AT AUer Tohd &1 Joeed HA SR g, Te 97 HaTeT g 3Tef
MoTeT JE1ET HUT 92 AR FAUS TUT & SRS &l IS §, 5ol H &H 3EIET & HoAd-Gehe T gl I Tohd
gl

37iehs STl & foh 2050 Teh gl 37T T oJofel H 70 icRrd 3R $ISteT &1 3Taeshar geil| & st &
el dfed ST WSFC AT 3T T WId H 3T JGIar gl Tehe I8 & oh dgel & FolsHe ool & HROT I
3cdreet 30 iR & ST gl &1 g8t T $6 Heg €, ool g8 7hR @ & 3R 5 W gaar geameh
¥ H F 95T e A AT AN S P F A AR IS aF F AT ARy 7, 3@ W el
Hehe HSIT el 8| Ueh 3iiehsT WA 34T & 7F 1950 & Sigr 5000 Fgfeeh #Hex drell i safed 3uelsts
g7, gg 2016 # 1500 & {4« =l 7147 3R 2050 & J§ 1200 & ST |

qocl B ITEIET AT STel T STBIRAT GEUANT 3H §a odeh I &A1 § 7o g 6T 316 il & ST Tgob
¢ a=etT off uc W@ g1 WH H Il a7 W H whfae HR aiRfEAfaRr 3maaehdit wr aERar @
AT g3 |

&8 QT STeleT TIMRT T Scelt a7 3MMET & gAR T2 1 g Mol gfardn & 3w REX W g I
39 JTEET & SATET R-RTe F1 REar sigi st e, afed 39el Saufda &1 30 5 @R & 39309
forar &, 98 U 93T 3IeX0T §H Tah ToIU gl 39K 3T AT Fr AT 1 esfRar & & ar Sigr 38« &3
TN Fah 3 S T AR @ At o, aft gfrar R & gewr SR A S ghs sers| A A
HYAT TETET T HiRrA-Tahd foham 3R TFEUE teh 39T W@ Sa1| 0 H §A 38 8l-gedd A o Usd
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foaster ar g & e gl

§H R AR FEEAT & JFd €1 AR U g oRE I GEAAAC §| qdeaT Hr €fSe § R HafgR arfed &
HhdT g1 37T g HATHL Tl ol bl & 5 H 3790 Ted &7 AT 30 Ufard & SATET ey 187 3T
¢ q@d 931 917 Ig § [ 56 91 NS F §H U Seiidd & & H IUANET H 0| I < H F@r
gs Afal, S Ut oA A1 aREAfIH § Al TATH & & FET F 57 91 SARIFd & g S
hdT &1 STH TUTHAHAT FT dichel PR aAlhel ART ST 3T FhaT 8
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Heoldl § ddls

iR faare & Rafa F qorew &1 goreT gle v
g 3R =g e & gafeg =™ a:rt}mwag?r
WEAT g1 ~adIerd |G & 3eJeoe 142 &
dgd e ATFAAl F IER, F FERA AT
MR W U fAdTE H HT X Thal § 3T =t
gglt & IRAR e & Ao fyar o qeas ¢
ghdr gl fhege, 9ROR ~a@meE™ #  3m9dr
TgAfd & & dord ured Xt & folv ©g & 18
AR de SdeoiR T Usdl &1 e & AU
hgel & ¢ dolleh o TolU JdieT Jafy &r Aged
gl Y§ SUen| Ig a2 fhdr & R A8 g &
derer &1 FEAfd de7 g1t WX faarg & fedr o fonelt
trﬁﬁag?rtﬁymudlsdl O IR ISl &1 aEdd H Flefel & dgd Fchell 3afe I cFaedr deflh &
e W AR & AU §, W 8 A AT SEAATS FER FAPRIcHS &I H AT el & T gier g
FS VO ATHS &, J@T dollh & 3THiel W TH-Udh I U Usar g1 0 &, gafea ~armey &1 $haer
dif3dt & T 9 TEd §1 S9 TR Gl W Achiol doireh hr GiAUr g Swel, o9 areh Redt oo
THRIcHS 3T T3
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SHA A Gl o HRT H delleh ool UihaT I FHS-HR SIfeel S/ m =7 g1 9ishar ¢t § f& ofer
FASNT Th ST T8 Hd ©, dolleh ol Hganm 81 § 3R 50 Afs &7 & oy @1 @ IR g5l
¢l Hafea ~grarerd 1 @she o 39 @h Y fear & & Jrereid 3ifede 142 & dgd 0 AWl & off
faarg #r 99T FT TR &, &7 TH U&T dollh & (o0 AT IeT ¢! 3leid & T ATHT HIhT gl T &
el TT AT S 2016 F a7 =Ararefielt &1 s & qaTehRi & IRaR Heled # fo f9ar def &7 & fau
ITeoE 142 & d6d 3farad @ AfFddl & JAET & H@EY F A B O~ f 9 9 F a
AT e o1l 3re =TS For e Hie, Holld Weall, U wH 3MeT, [ a1y 3R 3 & ARadr & 9
oAb A feAT § 6 eTede 142 & dgd Jfereld Hr AFadr durfae WAt F qFd & qe o wer &
FIfGefs IITEsT JHeTeld H 9EHRI & 9 gl #AT & T HS o e T aRe w1 AOER &ar
Ry aRfEATT & Toe & & AU 3ered 31U f3de & v & $ger o Ty § 3T I8 3Ra &1 &3
HAHAT H 37GTeldl HI Ig Il giar & Toh fohdl 98T & a1 31T & @I &, W Tcilelr Jafd &af T aregar
=T &7 A AF ol gl

AR # fiq ud & faae PR &7 S T@RT g, 3T AR, dolleh Hl Hg Ao TGEUT g1 &, olfehel
HfAUTe & e dellh HT ST SATEAT §, IHH FUN HT 95 IS &l 30K HI$ SST @Y ¢0 W@l =g
g, d 50 YT & demed & U 31T A7 dF dolg SI™ A6l ¢l SIS & dg dalleh & folv TAgAfd #r 3ered
H icq AT ST ohdl &1 Jead ek & I8 J&0 Y g1 3@ 5 gae & O IR, Rk,
YHTROT 3R IETeTel S SR #T Aok Al HY? feTera A o farelt Sits ar fonely 9at & @y gar o
g1l 0@ &, faarg a1 faarg fa=de @ S8 Flefl Fl 3eR T g9
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