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Love’s Crash Landing

Special Marriage Act’s 30-day notice serves only to hurt personal liberties. End this
cruelty

TOI Editorials

Even as the Supreme Court considers whether Indians should have the right to same-sex marriages, its
deliberations have highlighted a peculiar impediment to the supposedly settled right to opposite-sex
marriages. CJI Chandrachud has noted that the 30-day notice under the Special Marriage Act, 1954, is
“patriarchal” and lays couples “open for invasion by the society”. The common filmic trope of parental
opposition to a young man and young woman choosing each other instead of abiding by the parental
choice of marriage partner, unfortunately reflects a common mindset. An overwhelming majority of
marriages in India indeed continue to be “arranged” and solemnised via religious personal laws. That too
is a “choice”. The question here is whether the SMA notice period is serving any purpose other than
inconveniencing and endangering individuals making a different choice. It isn’t.

The procedure of publishing a notice dates back to SMA’s first incarnation in 1872, when it was rammed
through against vehement opposition. When independent India’s Parliament passed the Act of 1954 to
enable marriage of any two Indians, whether professing the same or different religions or no religion at
all, it was a very progressive measure for the times. But times have moved on, and the law must do the
same. That marriage under personal laws is expeditious and does not require any publication of notice is
an entitlement whose unfairness has grown glaring. Interfaith couples are caught between the increasing
hazards around conversion and the increasing moral policing of SMA noticeboards. Of course, these
boards also promote community persecution of inter-caste couples.

SC had underlined in the 2018 Hadiya case: “Our choices are respected because they are ours. Social
approval for intimate personal decisions is not the basis for recognising them. ” It is bad enough that toxic
ideas of religious, caste and even class “honour” continue to wreak brutalities on individuals in 21st
century India. But constitutional courts can protect personal liberty from disapproving and dangerous
busybodies and Parliament can amend SMA’s 30-day notice period. At least public institutions must not
facilitate medieval mindsets.
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We Don’t Get History. So, Let’s Not Study It

India’s liberals & rightwingers have a poor grasp on how to read the past. Why
burden kids with the subject?

Srijana Das

M We live in richly ironic times and few
moments have been more amusing than
the controversy over NCERT lopping off
large chunks of history from school books.
The greatest outrage came over the
dropping of Mughal history from
prescribed readings for our E&Y (earnest
and young). Liberal drawing rooms were
ablaze over their cocktails while
newspaper pages frothed passionately
with  ‘Mughal-e-Azam’-type  defences.
Right-tilting types weren’t to be left out of
the fun either. The Mughals were no
Hrithik Roshan, they sneered, they were
Amrish Puri-esque. They captured India
through perfidious torture and lorded
over its suffering masses while dreaming of Samarkand (apparently, the road back was blocked). Nahin,
yelled the liberals, the Mughals gave us ice-cream, poetry and fine pyjamas and taught us how to live
nicely together in peace (their chopping off each other’s limbs were just royal-people tantrums). With an
awestruck salaam, we should learn more, not less, about the’ zille subhanis ’ of Mughlai Paratha fame.

Those fond of the inviting discipline of history find all this fervent arguing over its fragments frustrating.
It was trying, for instance, to see how much press the now-banished Mughals got but how little the
apparently deleted Industrial Revolution received. This phase of time shows us how a society, driven by
science, innovation and markets, can break the chains of fatalistic feudalism and become a thriving and
equitable economy. One would’ve thought that India, which aims to be a five-trillion-dollar power, would
want its kids to learn more about this iconic era, where all that was solid, in Marshall Berman’s words,
melted into air. That air scattered the seeds of epochalprogress. But in it also brewed the ill-winds of
today’s climate crisis. Altogether, the Industrial Revolution is key history and the relative lack of
comment over its waning is surprising.

Perhaps the relative silence there - compared to the moaning over the Mughals - reflects how poorly
India’s liberals have actually fared at history.

Choosy about course correction

After all, the greatest lesson our own history teaches us is the travesty of caste. We know from our
lessons of its architecture of cruelty, its sophistry of resourcegrabbing, its psychological imprisonment

2



&
N'-E www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (24-April-23)

into the realms of ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ (and thus, rich and poor or honoured and reviled) from which
even birth and death could not release a soul. We know of its everyday brutalities, of water and land
denied, spaces cordonedoff, the fevered rhetoric of ‘impure’ shadows even. We know how this
superstructure broke countless humanbeings and slowed our nation to a fraction of what it might have
been without such elaborate social torture, its fruits reaching a ‘clean’ few.

Yet, we liberals read this history with less application than we give, say, a recipe for French bouillabaisse.
We fail our own history for otherwise, how do we wear our surnames so unquestioningly? These adorn
our given names like pennants of smug pride, stuck atop our liberal little castles of self. Their
continuation shows much, including how badly we’ve flunked time. The whole point of learning the past
is to correct the present and construct a better future.

Making history a burden

Sadly, despite India having many fine serious historians (and abundant history-chatterers at every
mohalla lit fest too), the integral point of the subject has eluded us. There are only two ways we see
history - as with the Mughals, we use it as a magic carpet that weaves in and out of marbled monuments,
landing us in the secularism we claim (bearing our caste names all the while). Or, we use history as a stick
to beat the present with, breaking down hard-fought ideas of civility and sense. In either case, our failure
lands our young with a burden they don’t deserve. Why carry on with this charade?

History is a tapestry of time wretched and grand, composed of beauty and bathos, whispers and sighs,
iron and dreams, borders and armies, brutalities and saints, peasants, philosophers and revolutionaries,
impatient with the old, longing for the new. History is so much more than moth-balled kings and queens.
If we can’t give this subject - which in fact shows humanity our future possibilities - the seriousness it
deserves, why study it at all? We’re failing it anyway. Spare the kids this ride through humanity’s Jurassic
Park. Bring on the economics and science instead.
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India as most populous can be more boon than bane

With a mix of right policies, there are greater prospects for demographic advantage
than demographic disaster

Srinivas Goli is an Associate Professor of Fertility and Social Demography at the International
Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai

China is projected to hand over the baton of the most populous country to India by mid-2023. But for
India, there are greater prospects for demographic advantage than serious concerns. The country must
focus on reaping the available demographic dividend.
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Considering the limited information for both China and India, especially in the absence of the Census
2021, it is difficult to predict the exact date on which this demographic order will change. United Nation
reports suggest that India will have a population of 142.86 crore by mid-2023, which is 2.9 million higher
than China’s population of 142.57 crore. So, what are the opportunities and costs from being the most
populous country? While the debate on population growth in India is not new, there are general and
pessimistic views over this change in demographic rank order. Population control, therefore, is widely
being seen as a panacea to avoid a grim future. There is a need to look deeper into the issue from an
empirical and scientific perspective. Is it a dividend or a disaster? To answer this, we need to understand:
the nature of population growth, size and its composition, as well as mechanisms through which a
country translates demographic bonus into economic dividend.

Population growth, size, composition

Population in itself is not a burden. Instead, it is the nature of population growth, size and its composition
that decides when a population becomes a “resource” or a “burden”. Population is a resource as long as
the country’s carrying capacity is intact. Carrying capacity is not just per capita availability of natural
resources; it is a dynamic concept which changes according to changing technology, the efficiency of
production and consumption systems of a country.

A deeper look into the trends of population growth, size and composition gives one an idea of whether
India has an over-population that can disrupt carrying capacity. With total fertility rate of 2.0 in 2023,
India is already at replacement level fertility, meaning two children replacing their parents. This indicates
that the population is on a path toward stabilisation. However, it continues to experience positive growth,
but in a decelerated mode until 2064, from which point it will become negative growth. The peak of
India’s population size will be around 169.6 crore in 2063.

However, if we look at only the total population size, which is often assumed as the number of mouths to
feed, it is grossly misleading. We need to look at the age composition of the population which tells us
about available support ratios in the form of the number of the working age population (15-64 years)
against the dependent population (0-14 years and 65 years and above).

Looking at the population composition of India, there are greater prospects for demographic dividend
than a disaster. With 68% of the working age population in 2023, the country continues to have a
demographic window of opportunity for the next 35 years to reap an economic dividend.

However, the availability of a demographic window of opportunity in itself will not automatically turn
into economic dividend. The country needs to work on the key mechanisms which translate a
demographic bonus into economic dividend.

Relevant mechanisms

There are four key mechanisms that translate a demographic bonus to economic dividend: employment,
education and skills, health conditions and governance.

Employment or job creation is an important mechanism to translate demographic bonus to economic
dividend. If India is able to generate sufficient and quality jobs for its bulging working age population,
realisation of demographic dividend will become a reality.
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Education, skills generation and ensuring a healthy lifespan by preventing diseases and disabilities are
also important channels that translate demographic opportunity into economic gains. A skilled and
healthy workforce is critical not only for better productivity of an economic activity but it also reduces
excessive public spending and helps in greater capital creation.

Good governance, reflected through conscientious policies, is another important aspect for reaping
demographic dividend as it helps in creating a healthy environment for increasing efficiency and
productivity of the population.

In perspective

Opportunities and costs are the two sides of the coin when it comes to being the world’s largest populous
country. However, a relatively younger population of India provides higher support ratios — there is
lesser disease, disability and caring burden. India’s opportunity must be looked at in comparison to the
consequences of population decline and ageing across some countries that include Japan, China, the
United States and other major economies. A majority of them have been implementing pronatalist
policies to improve birth rates. However, these actions have shown to be largely ineffective. Once fertility
tends to decline, it is hard to reverse it.

In this context, India has the potential to become a worldwide market for both production and
consumption, with lower manufacturing costs due to a relatively cheaper workforce. This is very much
evident in India’s IT sector.

Available demographic opportunity in the form of a greater share of the working age population has the
potential to boost per capita GDP by an additional 43% by 2061, provided the socio-economic and
political enabling environment is conducive.

At the same time, a total fertility rate of less than 1.8 may not be economically beneficial for India.
Therefore, drastic population control methods run the risk of inducing forced population ageing, which
would result in the nation “getting old before getting rich”.

What is causing more damage than climate change and economic harm is invisible and unsustainable
production, consumption and unequal distribution more than visible population size.

What the country needs are policies that support an enabling environment that can provide high-quality
education, good health care, respectable employment opportunities, good infrastructure, and gender
empowerment. If India falls short in this, its “demographic dividend” can become a “demographic
disaster”.
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A new troika for India’s northeast region

The goal of connecting a large part of South Asia with Southeast Asia can be steered
by the triad of Bangladesh, India and Japan using the northeast as a focal point

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House, and a former Ambassador to Myanmar

The region comprising India’s eight northeastern States (Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim) is undergoing dramatic change. It has overcome several (but not
all) security challenges and is now heading toward economic development. Political changes have been
helpful. So is the extensive web of linkages with neighbouring Bangladesh. Besides, Japan has emerged as
a significant development partner for both India and Bangladesh.

The third India-Japan Intellectual Dialogue (April 11-12, 2023), hosted by the Asian Confluence (ASCON),
in Agartala, Tripura, was an ideal opportunity to assess the evolving thinking of experts and
policymakers. It showed that the current decade may produce path-breaking changes in the northeast,
bringing the troika of Bangladesh, India and Japan closer.

Vision and opportunities

One of the most important projects is the development of Matarbari Deep Sea Port (DSP) on the
southeastern coast of Bangladesh. It is being constructed with Japanese assistance and is scheduled to be
operational in 2027. A recent ASCON study envisages this port to be “a game changer”. To be optimally
viable, the port will have to cater to the needs of Bangladesh and India’s northeast. The long-term vision
is for Bangladesh and the northeast to become a hub and key industrial corridor of this region, serving a
population of 220 million.

Hiroshi Suzuki, Japan’s Ambassador to India, emphasised at the conference that while increased
connectivity of roads and railways is important, it is not enough without the creation of regional
industrial value chains. Hence, rapid industrialisation in the sectors where the northeast enjoys
competitive advantage assumes significance. This plan is sound because it ensures that the new
connectivity links will be fully utilised and productive. Roads and ports must be accompanied by job
opportunities that can come only from new industrial enterprises set up with national and foreign
investment. A joint focus on comprehensive connectivity and accelerating industrialisation in Bangladesh
and the northeast is likely to be a priority.

The northeast is blessed with vast natural resources. Its strategic location, sharing borders with Nepal,
Bhutan, China, Bangladesh and Myanmar, is an asset. Creating value chains and manufacturing products
should encompass diverse sectors such as agro-processing, man-made fibres, handicrafts, assembly of
two-wheelers and perhaps mobile phones, and pharmaceuticals. The population, with its good education,
already excels in the services sector drawing potential investor attention.

The challenges
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Of course, there are challenges that can be addressed by expanding policy convergence and taking people
along. Also, Japan as a single investor in the northeast is unworkable. Indian companies too must invest.
India must ease restrictions on the flow of investments from Bangladesh. The three governments should
also forge closer linkages of economic cooperation.

An important argument was advanced by Bangladesh’s Shahriar Alam, Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs. He stressed that Dhaka and New Delhi have succeeded in “almost restoring” the pre-1965
infrastructure connectivity between India and Bangladesh and are now going beyond it. But, Mr. Alam
added, Bangladesh which has facilitated so much connectivity, now needs “reciprocity” from other
countries (read: India) so that it is better connected with other neighbours (read: Nepal, Bhutan and
Myanmar). By facilitating it, India can assist Bangladesh in becoming an integral part of the Act East
Policy.

Two additional points require consideration. First, when issues of regional cooperation and integration
are discussed, scant attention seems to be paid to the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), which is self-defeating. This must change so that the grouping
progresses towards its vision of establishing the Bay of Bengal Community (BOBC).

Second, the goal of connecting a large part of South Asia with Southeast Asia requires an astute pilot. This
leadership can come from the triad of Bangladesh, India and Japan (BI]). A BI] Forum should be launched
first at the level of Foreign Ministers, a move that will be welcome in the northeast.
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