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All It Takes To Be a Family Is Be Familial

ET Editorials

It took a Bombay High Court judgment to allow a woman and a child, the former a working single woman
who is not the latter’s biological mother, to find a family in each other. By law, single persons can adopt
children — barring single men adopting girls. The single-judge bench overturning the district court’s
earlier order, therefore, does not break new ground. The earlier verdict turning down the woman’s
application to adopt her sister’s daughter was not because she was a single woman but because of
‘concerns’ that as a single workingwoman, she would not be able to give the child ‘personal attention’.
Thankfully, the high court stated that all that mattered was the Central Adoption Resource Authority
finding her to be fit as an adoptive parent. The rest were just concerns of a ‘medieval’ mindset.

The district court had rightly put the welfare of the child above all else. Where it showed its poor
judgment was its bias against a workingsingle woman — a bias against anything straying from the
standard family unit template. It is this aspect that makes the judgment important. Especially at a time
when the legal validity of different types of family arrangements — including same-sex marriage — are
being contested.

A family — parivar — is defined by a tight, close unit, looking out and caring for one another and, indeed,
dependent on its members. There is no cookie-cutter ‘husband-wife-kids’ module, even as this may be its
most popular and attested format, while the ‘joint family’ was de rigueur in some other time. All that
matters for family members is to be familial for each other. Conversely, there is nothing that guarantees a
wife-husband unit, by default, to be the best format to bring up a child if either parent is deemed unfit.
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Sudan’s tragedy

The feuding Generals should agree on a time-bound transition to democracy
Editorial

For 30 years, Omar al-Bashir, a former military officer, ruled Sudan with an iron hand and indiscriminate
violence. When he was toppled in April 2019 in a mass uprising, many hoped that the resource-rich
country in the Horn of Africa would finally get a chance to move towards a freer society with a
representative and responsive administration. But the tragedy of Sudan is that the monstrous regime that
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Mr. Bashir built outlasted his reign. Within two years of his fall, the military was back, and now, a power
struggle between the top two generals has pushed Sudan to the brink of a civil war. Dozens of civilians
have already been killed in fighting that broke out on Saturday in Khartoum and other parts of the
country between the military and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), a notorious paramilitary group.
Despite international calls for truce, Lt.Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, the military chief as well as the head
of the Sovereignty Council, the transitional administration, and his deputy, Lt.Gen. Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo, who commands the RSF, have refused to negotiate, blaming each other for the attacks. Mr. Dagalo,
who has close ties with Russia’s Wagner private military company and Saudi Arabia, claims that the RSF
has taken control of the presidential palace and has vowed to bring Gen. Burhan to justice, while the
military has dismissed such claims and launched air strikes against RSF sites.

Just two years ago, the two generals stood hand in hand when they ousted a civilian transition
government and took over the reins of the country. Faced with international isolation and domestic
pressure, they agreed to transfer power back to the civilians. But differences emerged on who should
control the post-transition military. Gen. Burhan supports the integration of the RSF into the regular
military and transition to civilian government to take place in two years, while Gen. Dagalo, who fears
that he would lose his clout, wants to delay it by 10 years. Discord grew into mistrust and mistrust led to
fighting. And the fighting could drag the country, which has a history of internal strife, into an all-out civil
war. Sudan’s generals are known for their scant regard for the welfare of their people. The country is
struggling with an economic crisis, with rocketing inflation and a burning hunger problem. The last thing
Sudan wants now is a civil war. If the priority of the generals is to address Sudan’s basic problems, they
should pay attention to the call for a truce and dialogue, and commit themselves to a timeline-sensitive
democratic transition. Decades of military rule in Sudan have resulted in a lot of atrocities. Generals
Burhan and Dagalo should not tread the same course.
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§H 3chid & a1 d=ilfareh MYl F Jelell F Tohdd &- WA] gRATR T Sifdsh Jeu| gH §AM F Saad T R
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oG T WO H U U&7 G g @1 § AN 38T favarw @1 § 6 36 qanr geda A amr aeg &
3ifder B acAe gaeor 7 o T TRl WS usar §, 99 9 o AL B IAYEdH F SHAT g
a1 foaT ar g, Fifeh 39 o9 § o 38 fo9ar oEl & sfagra arer &1 g1 dohdT|

faeg R Fr A& TaTAT 3YA-31Ta7 3 & IISTsheA I THSA 3R dAlfeher gfSehIvT W MR ST A8
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gl HT TG d HeT TUL HT YA @l &1 ST H o hael a2l @ FHSAT o1 Fohell § AR o
shaol gAidl ¥l SAIAT Ig 3MaeTh ¢ & Al &7 3MId AT & GAEY &, AR AR & H A @
dr Aelt & d2F 3R AT FT AT FH TS &1 386 AT & ERIGellchad HI TRl &1 56T [
faeg &r Aeif0lr TIEAT 3797 TGET A d6l W@l & AR SEN H dA & A & TIT 3o e
FreRe TReRTT @ gEa H W SN & W o onl F sew & 9 e aegrs TRe
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HoheT &1
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48 g & Rffiee & & AVRHT H JHeeAdl B T 8 6 Hyar 7 g W & Ad gu «Aar
3Rl ST el &1 Flfeh Gcdeh S & AETRAT H Gl 31l 18 I IHaEAT Iel9T-37e9T HRe! T
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SRUT & ToId Fead-Feet gl §1 ARG JHeAar gfddesd & AeIdm & I & # ARG A
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SIEEY TF AuTel 3 RTAR 3 FHEAmst & Sfgid §U s & W@ &1 aRash J¥edr giade
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g, W Y o olRar & Aeie yoes 781 §? 39d dRa% FHewiar Ylddes & 3ifad &7 Gr
ST AT FFAA: T AT TATIT g5 g9, THT M g &1 Fhfh, 39T FF F q @
sﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁaﬁaﬁgﬁﬁmqﬁmﬁﬁmﬂﬂmﬁﬁﬁqu Yol ST
IAT B HARAT Ve doh & T eTaer= faumeT cary o el grel €1 7 fafdest et & aArerRent
T G T Hiehel & Fedl A U | fham 1A §1 IF A AET w0 4§ AT &89 F g¥@eAq,
Www@@mﬁmﬁm,mwmm, Nad Td FF & §T
HJoloT, Foll T 3T, IS S G w ImRa g1 98 §< 61 3T & F&e A 3o afoid
AleTEs] W W faEdd Sl & TR X &Feel fhar 71 g O &7 # G&eetar &l 3fiehd
THY U A Fohel T, YeY q9d Ud Aol G oG ha¥sl & €I @M I-7 §| T Td K0T
HT AT 3Taetdr & 8 O gdeaAdr &1 3 & AUcs A fAe fhar ar g o
H(—Io-o-ldla?d-llquq?qwd{ﬁqaﬂ?mwgﬂﬂ%}maﬁm@ﬂﬁwgﬂﬂ%wm
T 1747 T IIod §3T &
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FA T gef gof grelt, S & Fwsrad: a¥ 1990 & arg & fFdl ve a¥ & Ha¥ FA defT T g
ST @ Bl o9 oIRa & 3 s qgd oo w1 @ I 9 @I @ A w@reiias &9 @ AR &
ARIRSGT H YHeoddl T H1G 87 sl a& &, 999 dF o [O9Y & & ORI #H g T &
AR dr 3fher FUfY & FHMAR g W@ e GUR & Told IS 3@ & =AY Sfiaer-arae
Y T¢ AETREPT T &A1 H AR el T FGY TRMET &1 g1 AU &, HRA & ANTRl Sl ITEATcH
Td g AT IR gha M 3¢ faudia aRfEufaat & @ o dqse va goeeT e @ g1 gl
HET HROUT § HRA 9l wef # faeg 9% W@ &1 3R, 39 I 6Rd, fag @ aof H 3R
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harsr 3rgAE $helY, ( WIS HIEI®RAT )

Fafed e o Woel Gl AR & foIv HRETOT & HL 7 &1 3eET-3ekT HHAA H e I qefed
T TGSl HATHCT, Follcsh THR caRT AFAT & AU a8 a5 IR 1 Ao 2 § A FATT & iR
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e §, & AHC Halod ~Ted #H TUSel d9eer 22 a¥ § [armefia g1 38 W ST o WeR aNl
ST A FEETIT TIRT HI RUIE AT SASIR el T chg, TXHR HI ITAST T eI fhalR crv{(:lg'ﬁ'\gdléﬁ
geAars Y HEel T ST Hel g
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T e e & 19 gfarrd 3R wadr & 7 gfard 3RET0T FH oH AT | Hedlcsd TR o A% 4
gfderd arel 2 § Adels- AT §9 & HREH IHRETOT T FATCH haT §1 $H RETOT T o1 HLAFT 31RTH
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Ig 3 T fasea § 7 2 § Aol & v so9a arel Snfd s#AoTT 7 Sifa @ A Jies forar war g, S
& et 8, Fifh Ao v uTffieh ugHle g, Siderd ugHle oAgi| Ereem wfee, e ta & Post ik
379781, Gl Sl Hell Teh TTY 3RETUT Sof hl cTaTAT hd g TAdhall &7

AT &, O AN A TRRT A IERE F T A & AT A AHReor § I8 9R Iarel Geldrd]
g1 d2g g b HAsT HARE o HHAGA HT SASR AT ' AT HRET0T A AT e & fow avgr
a1 et fSe 90 gfoRid ARPeHAT (q@#iEr) # A FT JReOT A W@ R, T M wH & AH W
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e gqg # aRT geie fhr gu & & AReH 3RET0T o W I, $Seequd H IRH I & 3T
% dle & HREAH HRETT B AT H o FAl 378 B

3rcael A HRECH HRETOT HI Ah HH Sgd § AR q@l o1d, IS HReor & e arelr sufot v g
Tse gl &1 Feek |iATH o o e S a7| enffish IUR & W W we A Fqopg €, S U I A
g, W g FAT # T8 &1 3eeI0r & AU, R & FRE & FAdeor & aig 17 e 60g @ §, O
FAT g A SErg G AW Bl I WA & A AeH wHg - BRIER T A w1 Hdw g2 A s
g1 e 81 o W ARew wg €, Ot &a & g # s el §, g vsu g A afFafaa fear
S AT g1 R # FeaRr, IO gewr F nfarverer 0 3areeer ¢l faseer SfAw, et o 0w we §
oot o ar g 3 o Tog & & 7 s e a8 B

2 & YTHET TISAT T T HATAT § b U gHGT FHAS & 3cUT Ao, de10s vg 3nfdes
Pufd & 36ET &), ASEs TgdeT & YR W AT WAl ART WEF & 6 3qese 341 & R 3 A gera
qHAE afedl B o TE IRETOT A miAe fRAT S| SEdHe ARPeH! G MRG0T HT e Igd|
helleeh, ATACAS d el o I HRETOT ¥ INRRIG AT & S el Sv| FREGH 3REToT 6
fraarfaat 1 gy famar atre, arfes wenfores = @ ARt geed @ 3R a8 3RETT Fas wiveiRe Aeer o
Jelel UTT|
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