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Who Moved My Milk?

Amul vs Nandini battle is meaningless. India needs both to expand nationally and
shake things up

TOI Editorials

Milk has been added to Karnataka’s already heady election campaign brew. The proximate cause is that
Amul took to social media to announce online deliveries in Bengaluru. This advertisement was
interpreted in the context of an observation by Amit Shah in December that cooperation between Amul
and Nandini can do wonders. He was referring to the umbrella brands of Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation and Karnataka Milk Federation. To make sense of it, consider India’s unique milk
political economy.

India is the world’s largest milk producer, with 222. 1 million tonnes production in 2021-22. But it’s
witnessed a slowdown in output growth recently. In the three years to 2021-22, the average annual
growth rate was 5. 5%. In each of the preceding five years, output grew at over 6%. Preliminary
indications are that output was stagnant in 2022-23. Almost half the milk produced is consumed locally.
The rest enters the urban market, which is the growth area. GOI information shows that milk
cooperatives and private players’ share of the liquid milk market is expected to touch 54% by 2026, from
41% now.

This is the commercial backdrop to the battle between Amul and Nandini. Of the two big milk co-ops,
GCMMF is bigger. Care Ratings estimates it has a market share of 40-73% in pouched milk and different
milk products. KMF, though, offers stiff competition. In 2020-21, interstate sales accounted for more than
15% of its revenue. Co-ops impart a unique dimension to milk and milk product markets. For example, in
Karnataka the government provides incentives to them. Consequently, they have little flexibility over
procurement or end-product pricing. In a difficult phase such as the lockdowns, government inflexibility
imparts a floor to procurement prices. When there’s a shortage, concern about inflation makes
governments reluctant to raise product prices.

Dairy is often the primary source of income of many landless households and marginal farmers. So, it’s in
their best interest if successful brands like Amul and Nandini procure and sell across markets. It will be
particularly helpful for farmers in states that lack both a sound cooperative movement and incentives for
private players. Coming back to Karnataka, it's unlikely milk will be more important than caste and
corruption allegations. Gol now needs to pay attention to the production slowdown.
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The Populist Raj

Why Rajasthan’s old pension scheme & the Right to Health Bill are both examples of
dangerously irresponsible ways to court voters

Arvind Panagariya, [ The writer is Professor of Economics at Columbia University |

Populism in policy and programmes is of two kinds:
responsible and irresponsible. Responsible populism
promotes policies and programmes that win votes, are
feasible within the available financial and physical
resources and advance the overall social welfare.
Irresponsible populism also helps win votes but fails to
meet the resourcefeasibility condition or advance overall
social welfare.

Two recent initiatives in my home state, Rajasthan,
illustrate what I mean by irresponsible populism. The
first, adopted last year, is the switch from the new to old
pension system (NPS to OPS) for state employees hired
after January 1, 2004. The second, passed by the state
assembly this past March 27, is the Rajasthan Right to Health Bill, 2022. Each of these measures enjoys
popularity with at least some sections of the society, raises questions about resource feasibility and
arguably undermines the overall welfare of the state. From a national welfare viewpoint, each also runs
the risk of tempting other states to follow suit, thereby compounding the damage.

Switching to OPS frees the employees and the government from having to contribute to the corpus from
which the former receive pension under NPS. This naturally makes the switch popular with the
employees as well as the incumbent government. But it is not so good for future taxpayers who must then
foot the pension bill. It also leads to redistribution from many future taxpayers to a few retired
employees and from the younger future generation to the latter.

The Rajasthan Right to Health Bill, 2022, represents similar irresponsible populism. In this case, the
problem is the grant of a right for whose delivery the state lacks financial as well as human resources. In
this context, it may be recalled that the last social goal to be given the status of a legal right in the country
was education for children aged 6 to 14. Legislation implementing this right came into force on April 1,
2010. By that date, 96% of children aged 6 to 14 were already in school, making the right well within
reach. Such is not the case in the area of health services in Rajasthan.

Current healthcare resources in Rajasthan fall far short of those necessary to make good on a legally
enforceable right to health. Moreover, the state is not in a position to expand these resources significantly
in the forthcoming years. Sustained mismanagement of finances and poor governance have led the state
to become the second most indebted among the major states of the country. To make matters worse, the
fiscal deficit as a proportion of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) in the state has been among the
highest in recent years, raising questions about the sustainability of the state’s debt.
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Unsurprisingly, as passed by the legislative assembly, the right to health bill places the entire burden of
delivery on the existing healthcare institutions. To public healthcare institutions, it obligates to provide
free outdoor and indoor patient department services, medicines, diagnostics, emergency transport,
procedure, and emergency care to all. To private healthcare institutions, it obligates to provide
emergency treatment and care, including obstetric treatment and care, to all without prepayment or
police clearance. State residents are additionally given the right to free healthcare services from any
clinical establishment.

These are demanding obligations even in the case of public health institutions in which doctors and
medical staff are already overworked and overburdened. But in the case of private health institutions, the
obligations are a surefire recipe for exit to other states. Unsurprisingly, the entire private healthcare
establishment in Rajasthan decided to go on a preemptive strike even before the bill was passed by the
assembly.

After 17 days of total shutdown of private healthcare services, the state government came to the
negotiating table on April 4 and substantially (though not wholly) accepted the demands of the striking
doctors. It has agreed to exempt from the law all multi-speciality private hospitals with 49 or fewer beds
as also hospitals established without government assistance in the form of land and building at
subsidised rates. But the law will apply to private medical college hospitals, hospitals established on PPP
mode, those benefiting from subsidies on land and those run by trusts.

But even this agreement raises several questions. Will private medical colleges and trust-run hospitals
not choose to go to other states in the future? Are public and included private healthcare establishments
enough to genuinely deliver on the wide-ranging rights the act confers? Does the state, which found itself
lacking resources to deliver on the 25% quota for children from the economically weaker section in
private schools under the Right to Education Act, have the resources to reimburse private hospitals for
services they will render to patients at no charge? Why would any resident pay private hospitals for any
services when they are guaranteed free of charge under the new act?

Governments have special responsibility when considering populist schemes with large recurring costs
attached to them. Towards the end of their tenure, if expecting to be voted out of power, there may be
extra temptation for such schemes in the hope of turning likely defeat into victory. But the temptation
must be resisted in the larger interest of the citizenry.

rl] 1 E( /ONOMIC rJJ MES Date:11-04-23

Bringing the Edges Closer to the Centre
ET Editorials

New Delhi is being smart as it makes the right moves to bring the ‘periphery’ to its ‘centre’. If Gol’s
Vibrant Villages Programme that was kicked off on Monday from Kibithoo, a border village in Arunachal
Pradesh, is meant to send a message to Beijing, it is also a timely move per se to bring infrastructural heft
and mainstream opportunities to India’s edges. The frame, after all, holds the whole picture.
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Infra-building in relatively neglected areas is a critical part of nation-building and -maintaining that bears
strategic as well as developmental intent. Claiming Indian territory as its own — and inventing place
names while at it — has been SOP for Beijing. The periodicity of these claims has only increased with Xi
Jinping’s aggressive foreign policy coming at the same time as India’s growing global role. The push of
border security is now being matched with the pull of developmental seriousness. Reversing this neglect
of border areas gives India a different, positive take on the term ‘deep state’. Decades of neglect has
pushed locals to leave home in search of jobs and opportunities undermining an organic system of life.
Relevant state governments would do well to help implement this centrally sponsored scheme properly
to create economic opportunities, ensure basic services and create linkages with other parts of the state
and country.

Done properly with local participation in the 2,967 villages in 46 blocks across 19 districts in four states
and one Union territory, this push will contribute a stronger — and, indeed, happier — border, and
ensure that those living in these areas are equal partners and beneficiaries of India’s economic growth
and development. Undisputed territories indisputably need that kind of attention.

THE HINDU

Date:11-04-23

Right lessons

Wider, transparent consultations are needed in shaping the curriculum
Editorial

The arbitrary and surreptitious deletion of several portions from various textbooks by the NCERT
betrays bad faith and lack of professionalism but, in the prevailing political climate, it is not entirely
surprising. The ruling BJP has made the creation of a new knowledge ecosystem across all fields central
to its politics. Among the key deletions, which the NCERT describes as rationalisation of syllabus, are
references to the dislike of Hindutva extremists for Gandhi, a ban on the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
after his assassination, entire chapters on the history of the Mughals, references to the 2002 communal
riots in Gujarat, the Naxalite movement, the Emergency and discussions on social movements. History
texts have been targeted in particular, and 250 historians from leading Indian and foreign universities
have pointed out that those who prepared them through a process of consultation and wide-ranging
discussions were all kept in the dark. These changes are not limited to school textbooks. The UGC draft
syllabus for bachelor-level history has also been altered, “leading to a plainly prejudiced and irrational
perception of our past”, according to the Indian History Congress. The NCERT has sought to characterise
its failure to be transparent as an “oversight”, but remains firm on the revision.

Knowledge expands continuously, and syllabus revision is essential for a robust education system. What
is taught to the younger generation is a collective decision of a society in which formal education is a
critical part. The values and ethics of the collective are reflected in education, which evolve over time. In
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India, education has evolved with an aim to promote national integration, critical thinking, and scientific
temper. As any society matures, it might be able to process darker episodes of the past with more
equanimity. There is also the question of deciding the appropriate levels at which learners are introduced
to various levels of knowledge. For all these reasons, textbooks and pedagogy need to be revised
periodically. The trouble is when this exercise is carried out in a politically partisan manner, and in
disregard of expertise. It turns out to be toxic when strife, not harmony, is promoted through formal
education. India’s growth and development depends almost entirely on educating its bursting young
population with vocational and social skills and shaping youngsters into caring citizens of a pluralistic
nation. They should learn history with the aim of not repeating its tragedies in order to build a
harmonious future. There should be wider, more transparent consultations in shaping the curriculum at
all levels.

Date:11-04-23
Burning bright
India must balance conservation efforts with the rights of forest dwellers

Editorial

India’s tiger population in 2022 was at least 3,167 cats, according to the results of the quadrennial census
of the tiger population. The previous such exercise, in 2018, estimated the number to be 2,967. There is a
fair chance that the 2022 numbers may be revised upwards as a full analysis of the census numbers
remains to be done. Being the 50th year of Project Tiger, it is notable that governments, since 1973, have
consistently devoted attention to ensuring that tigers — generally vulnerable to environmental
degradation and extinct in several countries — continue to populate India’s forests. Being able to ensure
an increase in tiger numbers without relying on fenced reserves and by engaging the participation of
forest-dwelling communities in conservation are distinct traits of India’s big cat conservation approach.
However, this does not mean that tiger numbers are ordained to grow in perpetuity. The ‘Status of Tiger’
report warns that all of India’s five main tiger zones, while largely stable, face challenges of deforestation
and loss of tiger habitat. The Western Ghats, while one of the most biodiverse spots globally, also hosts
some of India’s most populous tiger reserves. In 2018, 871 unique tigers were photographed, but this
time, only 824 were captured. Over the years, there is an increasing presence of tigers outside protected
reserves. In the case of the Western Ghats, however, these numbers are on the decline, with only
populations within protected forests stable, the report says.

From nine tiger reserves in 1973 to 53 today, the increase in numbers has not translated to all of these
reserves becoming suitable habitats for tigers. Serious conservation efforts are needed to help, for
instance, tiger population recovery in Jharkhand, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh.
Wildlife habitats here face various threats that include habitat encroachment, hunting, conflicts with
humans, unregulated cattle grazing, excessive harvesting of non-timber forest products, fires, mining, and
expanding infrastructure. Experts have said India’s reserves, in their present state, ought to be able to
sustain populations of up to 4,000, and with expanded efforts at improving fledgling reserves, these
numbers can increase. But, care has to be taken to maintain the delicate balance between making the
ground fertile for conservation and keeping the rights of forest-dwelling communities intact. Showcasing
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conservation efforts ought not to come at the expense of ensuring the right to livelihood and dignified
living of communities, who often live the closest to these majestic wild creatures. The cheetah, the
leopard, the lion and the tiger can co-exist in India only with the right incentives in place for all
stakeholders.
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HE Fahich A 107d T R gl 3o A8 &1 FEAY & HIR W IR FAEE A5 @61 Tl @1 &
AT €1 2011 T S0 & AR gY diuT safed e 81 SseRY 3R #gang &l oelar d6d IgeT
$H o1 & Fueh ¢ ok A e H e IaETer AR ST AT AT I SATH ol AL
e a1 W@ 'l

IRT & 2006 F TET $-I[@T ATl HT ITGROT FAT =T AT| 57 Nfd & Fdld Jasit & I9-TaTd
T | BfSeeiaer fr ufFHar F AT WA & AU gEefae Fe defed . AR Im am 3@
rasle ffSieer JaaTaa & A & e Ieifaar 3w o sared 81 fawe 3N gifw &l & stewier & &A
um—q%Hl@%*ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ#ﬂﬁﬁéﬁﬁtﬂﬂﬂ@w%ﬁﬁgﬁmﬁw%lUﬂﬂwaﬁﬂ’fﬁm
M ST dF WA IgT $TH S 17 g1 R A I AW IUId, V¢ T AG G IR AT A
ot forer & el IS o IS TARNT FHEAT SIUh gl FAT FEIRI, ol IR G ke H
%%Wolslqa?rﬂma@cgiul3q|u1|t|§rd<s¥'rﬁrq'ﬂﬁ%lF@Tg?ﬁﬁ?ﬁfrﬁmﬁaﬁa?ﬁg‘é%ﬂ
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fefSeer 3aEEar & 87 F AT FT 8 T THTT &1 SHA Tohelldl deolld &7 bR U fead
ol @l &1 aiRcdeT § T 10 weadl, 2023 & #RA & AU GfEr RS &l & HAg AT dr
f3foicer AR & AE doF FT IS I AT IHA IR [T H FEAA GO F 3T FAqT
30Telr digr Fr TATE RS AR AT 5.00 # Seele 3% Aed & YT FT §61dT ool T a1d ifgd o

ATEA, $-2m8eT 3R BT T AT-a0A Teh FHA AGEAT T IRARF §1 HRA I grSedis a3
F AT 9T dreed JO & @IU-O1Y Bfeed 3aEREAT F AFT e HT IFEThAT gl I Jg Y §
fF 2018 F %R & AUreaWR AATUT I arel o9l T TEAT JARST T 31w Y| dohelies, @y 3R
el & T H HRA 1 JaT F&TH ITALMSAAT HI g Y Ul H HioeAS HeGH FX W 81 3PN Fo¢
YR EAT 3Telet] I A1, A F3fSee 3a@iae a1 a8 arhd 7 dgell S Fehal ¢ 3 AT
T FT ITYRUT HT gl Al TohT gl

geqeie 1 a1, Sicash HT FIaT AR Hierel & & Bioced Iawiaar #1 a7 fhar S Hevar g, SEs Told
ST T 3 AR TIET TR EIHR HT hIA A gHT, Seiar & 7 GiafRaa ween g g,
T & FSCAR, St faera T 38 F #ACST STelad &l w1 X @7 &, 399 HT IR F1 Aldr Feem| 7F9R
Tg G ST Seicl 1 HAoled T, HT wEh gl Ugel HATGRM ST I BlEl ST ST, T Hgl Sfoted
AT Joldl & 9Iod & 3N e goiq Bioieer o & gfaeaet & Y favg & @ & 947 a0 3@a
AT =TgT gIam|

WS
-HeEI¢l

g3 STl T AA

Date:11-04-23

UG

TRa IRTEAfAFr 3R rdcaaeer & g gu¥ & @ J& axar s s Qi & g gg-31fdca =
HEed &al ¥l TUHEA Meq B AG HAA GU A S F Iccd F AT e ITeaeasm qiAd g3 ¥
g UqarR & AR gferar A #egH ThaTl o9 gfedr o Ig @ fh e 3iiEdca & fov Sgra st &
MﬁWﬁWW§%Imﬁﬁ$ﬁWmm§qglﬁl AT &0 991 Fe' yanfadt &
TIETOT UG FRET Y ol 13X &1 'Wiolere TR & 50 Aol [ gled & NG W Teh Hidshed & A o
ST 99T She 3eldd (IMSAAT) i AT HT| AR #H 2022 # Srei & d&ar 3,167 O | qurg
ATl Igel T W: ST o 3 ol AT Yollid H TE Seollad gefd P 4 & v ad &7 o g1 qor &
2006 # smET &r FEar 1411, 2010 & 1706, 2014 & 2,226, 2018 #H 2,967 At 2022 #H sg 3, 167
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8 1S B JUTHA o gl foh ‘Hislere TgaR’ i Ahoral o &% R, afesh gl gferam & fav ad &1 fawg
Bl WRd A o % Al B FErr g, afedk 3R Ay e & fAU geme aiRfEufadr o qaw dr
HRA QAT S § ST8T Uohfd &l T &l gARI HEhid &l BEAT glawdoiial & ®oled Holdl & fav
aIRFEATRr T BealT Felell FAgcaqul &1 AR 3 JEI &1 @I &1 degoiiar &1 wator fa% v gqor & =167 §
Sfesh dfRaeh Hegr oo AT &1 T 1 Fga A7 & @I qerhl gget R & faoqed & 71w | =Areffaar
3R gfeyoT 3nheRr & Al B ARG o™ AT I fAGe § Adr F gger A%hd TATHIGROT AT 3 ¥ ALY
Y & Fell ASEA 3eATA H Bl {ol @ ¢l AT Al & IR Aaehl 1 8 Sied Gar &1 a1y Siam ek
S 3TeT 384y PR & $ROT TR # &1 Fors 2019 A weredm o AR A3l & Todee FT near
forar o1 3R i # Ay RSR vd 3 gegolld SFUR W ol § 3G oFld T a1 el oA
ST I IHTT SHT TgeT T chol ¢l FHT HRXA & et GO gferdr & st v & g
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