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The Politics Of Deletion

Writing, or revising, any textbook is an official statement made by the state, and thus
invariably an ideological project, whether or not ‘pressure is eased’ on students.

The public debate on the revision of NCERT textbooks, especially the deletion of a few crucial references
and sections related to the Mughal era, seems to follow an expected trajectory.

NCERT has taken the official line arguing that such revisions are made to reduce the burden on students
so as to make the curriculum “learner-friendly”. This technical explanation has been criticised by non-BJP
parties and liberal intelligentsia. In a statement last week, around 250 historians criticised the “selective
dropping of chapters...” exposing “the non-academic partisan agenda of the regime”, saying that “there
was no attempt to consult members of the team that prepared the textbooks”.

It is argued that the revision of history textbooks is politically motivated, which underlines the
ideological unease of Hindutva with Mughal rule. The historians’ statement said that the deletions had as
backdrop “the larger ideological agenda of misconstruing the history of the people of the Indian
subcontinent”. These claims are not entirely new. The NCERT has revised the textbooks in 2017 and
2019, at both times citing the same technical justification. The secular critique of Hindutva history is also
well-known.

The textbook controversy, however, has an interesting politics of its own. Educationists such as Krishna
Kumar and Manish Jain who have worked extensively on the history of textbooks in South Asia remind us
that textbook writing is a complex intellectual project. A textbook makes a definitive mark on a young
mind and helps him/her explore the world of knowledge. Thus, the writing of, or revision and deletion
from, any textbook cannot entirely be reduced to administrative technicalities. Textbooks are the official
statement made by the state, and precisely in this sense, it is an ideological project.

The revision of history and political science textbooks, in any case, are more sensitive. These subjects
encourage students to reflect on issues of contemporary relevance. They are also taught to historicise
social and political phenomena in such a way that a logical coherence between the past and the present
can be established. This pedagogical expectation poses a challenge of a different kind. A student is
expected toreflect independently on a social and political issue while navigating the textbook. The
original NCERT books on history and political science were written to address this challenging task.

The recent revision/deletions, therefore, are problematic because of two very specific reasons. First,
books, especially textbooks, are not written in fragments. Every chapter addresses a set of historical
political questions in such a way that the learner should be able to understand them in their entirety. At
the same time, each chapter is connected to the overall thematic concern of the syllabus. For instance, the

1



&
a\
AF" www.dafeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (10-April-2023)

chapter on Mughal court provides students a foundation to make sense of the historical realities of
medieval India. This historical background eventually provides logical context to the political
developments that took place in the later Mughal period: the disintegration of Mughal empire, rise of
European powers and eventually the establishment of Company rule. This historical placing sequentially
empowers students to make interconnections in different events and episodes to draw their own
meanings of the past.

Thus, the argument that deletions are made to ease pressure is misleading and in a way contrary to the
basic principles of social science teaching.

This brings us to the second problem with this exercise. The references that were identified as

“repetitive” in these books underline a very specific pattern. “Mughal India”, “communal riots”, “Gandhi’s
dislikeof Hindu extremists” and “Emergency” are seen as academically undesirable.

These topics have already found a public of their own in the last decade. BJP politicians and ideologue of
Hindutva directly or indirectly question the manner in which medieval history has been taught in the
country. There have been a few attempts to recorrect these historical “mistakes”.

For instance, the National Monument Authority is seriously considering a proposal to denationalise some
of the Monuments of National Importance. It is argued that the conservation of monuments has always
been guided by a “slave-mentality”; hence we must review the status of protected sites of national
importance. Interestingly, the monuments that are identified as less-important belong to a particular
category - mosque, tombs, graveyards.

The concept note prepared by Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR), “Bharat: Loktantra ki Janani”
is another example in this regard. This note was widely circulated to provide a broad overview of the new
thematic concern of the government - “India: The Mother of Democracy”.

The note freely uses terms like Hindu mind, Bharat and Bhartiyata interchangeably to create the
impression that Hindu, and for that matter, non-Hindu, constitute the prime contradiction of India’s past
and present. It also defines non-Hindus as invaders and does not include their contribution to the Indian
story of democracy.

The removal of references related to Mughal India in NCERT textbooks, in this sense, is linked to a much
wider politics of deletion that is committed to produce a politically driven narrative of fragmented
history.

This politics of deletion, however, is based on a negative perception of India’s past and present. It
recognises deletion as the only possible mode to appropriate the past as history. For this reason, it is
almost impossible for these actors to offer a constructive, inclusive, logical, coherent, and student-
friendly version of India’s history. After all, construction is a positive virtue, which the political forces
often underestimate.
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Project Human

Continued success of tiger conservation & efforts on other big cats depend on keeping
people out of forests.

PM Modi on Sunday launched the
International Big Cats Alliance at an event to
commemorate 50 years of Project Tiger, one
of the most successful stories in the global
wildlife conservation movement. The new
effort to conserve the world’s seven major
cats - tiger, lion, leopard, snow leopard,
cheetah, puma and jaguar - will have a
positive spin-off on forest conservation. Modi
observed that India’s policy approach has
been to sidestep framing the issue as an
ecology versus economy one. Policy
recognises their inter-linkage.

However, if this approach is to be truly meaningful, two laws that enable the coexistence of ecology and
the economy need a lot more work. A bill to introduce amendments to the 50-year-old Wild Life
(Protection) Act was introduced in Parliament in December 2021. Prior to receiving presidential assent a
year later, the bill received inputs from wildlife groups when it was scrutinised by a parliamentary
standing committee. Some of those suggestions relating to wildlife corridors should find their way into a
newer iteration of this law. Human-animal conflict is a serious problem that can undermine efforts such
as Project Tiger. The conflict can be minimised if there’s a more practical approach to limiting human
presence in corridors by engaging stakeholders there. Absent their cooperation, the problem can’t be
solved.

The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 29. It has far too
many exemptions that will open the door to human activity in forests. This will only aggravate human-
animal conflict. A general clause in the bill that exempts forests within 100 km of international borders
from the purview of the law will endanger areas rich in biodiversity. To build on Project Tiger’s success,
we need to protect our forests better. That effort will also rub off on the economy.
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Unease of Doing Parliament Business

A parliamentary democracy where Parliament is barely functional doesn’t speak well of a democracy, no
matter its credentials as the largest in the world. The Budget session that ended last week is the least
productive in the last five years. Instead of the 133. 6 scheduled hours, Lok Sabha worked 45. 9 hours.
Rajya Sabha worked 32. 3 of its 130 scheduled hours. Parliament was routinely disrupted with the post-
recess session reduced to a slugfest between the treasury benches and Opposition. This unease of doing
parliamentary business is shameful.

Discussion is central to democracy, and Parliament is the arenafor it. It is where people’s representatives
discuss and debate issues and laws, and ask questions and hold government to account. When Parliament
is low on productivity, it is the people who get short-shrifted. Laws get passed without discussion or get
held up; government gets away without explaining its policies and actions. This my-way-or-highway
approach is not new. But explaining away such unprofessionalism by tu-tu mein-mein simply won’t hold
water.

The Business Advisory Committee in both Houses, comprising MPs from all parties in the House, is tasked
with inclusion and allocation of time for government and other business. The party in government is
vested in ensuring a functioning Parliament as it is critical to their legislative agenda. Reason and
argument, not decibel levels, are the measure of parliamentary productivity. With Parliament
proceedings freely available in the public domain, people can easily determine those responsible for the
dysfunction. Water seeks its own level. The citizenry should demand more from its representatives.
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Draconian rules

New amendment rules on intermediary guidelines amount to censorship.

With the advent of social media — the product of the evolution of the Internet into a sphere of
communication that allows for relatively unfettered user-generated content — the problem of
misinformation has taken a grotesque form. Express measures to curb misinformation, called “false
news” and the somewhat inaccurate “fake news”, are a must. However, this raises the question whether
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the Union government or its divisions can be the regulating entity. In the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2023, the Union government has added a provision of a
fact-check unit to identify fake or false or misleading online content related to the government. Against
such content identified by this unit, intermediaries, such as social media companies or net service
providers, will have to take action or risk losing their “safe harbour” protections in Section 79 of the IT
Act, which allows intermediaries to avoid liabilities for what third parties post on their websites. This is
unacceptable and problematic. Also, Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000 elucidates the procedure to issue
takedown orders, which these notified amendments could bypass. They also run afoul of Shreya Singhal
vs Union of India (2015), a verdict with clear guidelines for blocking content.

Without a right to appeal or the allowance for judicial oversight, the government cannot sit on judgment
on whether any information is “fake” or “false” as the power to do so can be misused to prevent
questioning or scrutiny by media organisations. Takedown notices have been issued by the government
for critical opinion or commentary on social media platforms, with several having to comply with them
and only a few such as Twitter contesting them in courts. By threatening to remove a platform'’s
immunity for content that is flagged by a government unit, it is clear that the Union government intends
to create a “chilling effect” on the right to speech and expression on online platforms. To keep the
establishment — which includes the executive government of the day — on its toes and to speak truth to
power is a non-negotiable and salient role of journalism in a democracy. In India, freedom of the press is
guaranteed through Article 19 of the Constitution, with media rights and public right to free speech
derived from this Article. It stands to reason that any relationship between the government and the
media should be one kept at arm’s length, with the media having sufficient freedom. The government
being the arbiter on what constitutes “false” or “fake” news and having the power to act upon platforms
for publishing these will amount to draconian censorship.

Date:10-04-23

CICGRGIGE]

Ig dLT THA ATl Ifchd dTl & oh IaU 9 & 8 & A ofdd g1 58° 8 g0eT el arell a1
T8 & & 5o @ oo AW Seal gued Wl g1 3 dR W Higule dis A g #Ee A S §, S
A9 Hged & BId §| Bl o Ig MU foh W AHS WATASAT & AR W o 3R Fuew Aw| w8
JAST SIar T AT AT ST &Y (@7 §1 I Wie & dfad AT & TG FT 3ol hdd 3edhl TEAT &
YR 9T gl fhamT ST ohdT, Fifeh e 08 HAHS g, ol 3R e eedl 3R 39 aarear &
T g AFHal W Y gzam| F@faears 9 & gaeT foarmefis Ael & dfed ®a &1 3itfca safow &8t
ST, it 38 FAT FAHA HIE H wararehel &1 #1g off gg N 767 §1 3608 Fg gar Foiar ¢ & gdqied
AT H ~IrATefel & a1 1 At dfdd @ dhd 81 3 SRUN HI dg d& Tl Hl TR 8, orddh doid
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Fararefielt fr gATeg gEar Y dfed Al & Auer F e 87 8 9T W §1 5487 U HRUT af R
W ARG & Felf@en § 3R g@wr T8 T GO HIE §T A H ool IaTeh AT o g

T FNA HIE H 3 T F aX Tg FeT o bl ¢ o Selfed AAH3T A 315 7 3606 98 dAH
Gleld T TIMAHTT 377 ool §, ofehed 3EH 3R & 0§ 1 3ury a6 fFe av &, 5Ed 39 ara o
I o 3MTU| $HAT IROMHA Fg § o Sfelfeed ATARIT R fhaT STl Teh 3eleT T &9 o Il 81 FS
gehler, TEATT 3R THg 0O &, oot & & § foia-as Tl erR #ar| afe gl #1390 w7y
3R Sl T WA FT A 7 oenwen, O 30 A GAr AR a R a8 T Aged & Al
N Gl N GAT &1 AET bl FHA| Tg AT & 37eS-90 FRUT § & aaA=T F a8y &7 wr ¢ 3 s
FRUT TRAUT 91 & AT dfed AFT T T&AT d¢ IS §| MEWWF Hdd g ool & [ GlaueT dis &
dfed A & AUer § doRar @ o, sfed g off § & 30 AFal o1 suest off wrafAsar &
3MUR W gl S oo GIA HIC ATl FHALT ST HAHA Pl STog AU T HIH AN AT, T Ak SHehT
3R @ el JeTerdl T VT 3UC & & IS HAcoldl gl foh I HH HT FoAars ool F S| Tgel 30
I 3TV U FIAT AMGT| THT ek &1 G folerell 3HaTerdl &l YR T Fehel g1 3reaT &1 & gie &ie
VT FIS ITAT T, TS @Y Al I AIERT Th aF THET H @ Tl
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aEdfas sfagaay s f [{AY AfFT g & gear
sfagraelyy IUsg g ST g1 §Tdl @ ddide
sfagraare 1 RET &1 IS¢ I5T H Fded gl T
AfeTeh IeTaY Td UG IRYE IR TSRS A
FFge fOuR & 41 codi, IuRgdi 3R SRgdi #eT &
fow sfogra &1 qeael @1 dreawA @faa fFar g1 5w
W faarg g = g1 @, Aear 3R Riagder (3gua
) Bfed w Wil & ureEHA HAUT W FIT Ay
foham &1 faIweRY HITel HATST, ool XER, 37ha’aTaT,
SEAEAAT 3N FS Ul Gell & 36T a3
faare 1 vy = g1 e At AR 3 AHST,
aigferiOat & Taer, o1 fosor, et eXar, ureE
Tq 39N, e IRAR, AT A HHSATT F97 ared 3T S & §eT AT F| AFEAEr ShE ghd dled
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F SATHERT ¥ TAUT F AT F graER AT TR & SHF § Hoar @ Ry @ ® &
AT T T Hgall ¢ b SIAETH &I deoial HT HIRAA &7 W g1 T & 36 iR 5[ H T A
ST YT 81 §UT d¥e ARFEAE g AR Hider e o Qe STar g &1 Aehar AT Wdr& 38
M TAHSIRE & Ao & AueI¥e dmm| @, #s el AR AdBT o7 TAERIRE d 9gd &
gayT Far gl mé%ﬁaaﬁﬁwmﬁwwmﬁgcm% ‘Tawa afafa o e
T o for O 3TN A gl O STdl & AT W PIS AR Igl 99| ST Teh I7I1deTeh SI8T geram o
FehT g1

sfagre wdfea ARleds giar §1 ghd sfagre wmrelt ase & fov aifderas gar 81 qor & sfagw &
FfafSsd Are Hr 3UT I a1 gl W &1 geoT &d AR AUs gAT N e afedc sfaera @ O £
HRAATAAT X sfdgrad &1 39eT & IRT oNMT Sfid I 81 3 &l o Fgl o foh, féq "eamit &
UfARTle A T LA G ol T U FHIC & HlelhARTAR qofed F ATRarE gl S8 e Ufewhees &l
ey & dgor fordr o gear &1 ARad &y @ a8 9sdar’ geifs, e sk ¢ #ARd & sfagE
el JUT & Beat &1 aefich off Tomsit & RFaRor & Foar sfaew 7@ A= A 30 Re TR &
foran, sfaera fora 3aeT ereg BET &1 3efaie & AR T5d ereg o1 3 aremel ar Tem3it 1 qadi giern
¢l BEE A gforar & dlcrger T g e g1 AT ol 8 Wold Al H§ R Hd| Ig 79 GE # Heran
gl T T FE R RA & 9T sfagrd v 3T R A U F TAH Hholed dT T TWWRT W B
ERIA & AR Siderd &7 A1F qWiga’ o7| faearfdT @ SR Y [Wgd g o7l

T HRA & dfasy § 3% wla sfagra gere wawers B sfdgd & areh @ @ ddshdargdsd
Sl AfeT| TAS3RET & fAvty 38 €ffe § FAgeaqur &1 3nf@&R s<ai & fawg qahfa & 3ARET gagar
UGl T FAT Joh, Safh Ig U faur A g Udei@s azg «gl| f¥d g wAdfdat & amefr & gfa
Jdd T U Fedel gl Se¢ gl HaYAT 3T gl 9w ARG H fafgy Joeifaos Garure & a&r
AT faaRYURT & 3JAR Al Tl &l 3TARR &, ofchel 30 HeT & ST IgeAr 3R Terr e frd
gl aEgdT sfagIeRT & sfagra &1 Awgor fhar &1 a8 &Y, UTAOIS3RET FT Ig FHeA Ugell oaf gl ay
2002 # of sfagrd Hr TANIGE] H AR Aslellfceh IRIT o1 38 FAT shg WHR W A& 3R sfaga
& ‘HITATRIOT T R STITAT AT AT

YT HITST WHST & 3 Gl Al Il a3 MehIHABC &1 aE]T:, HITel AT H $ag GuR Holgsl
eadl AR GGt & AT H caur HAr g AR g8 ARGAHSA H FAT Joh? S AH SToAfH
HiEY edd & AT AFGFT §1 3Hudle BISH HIST HHGT & Hror@s A g A Irmsit w o o ol
HIG AT A g 3cdisd T aeg §, ofhed adaell sfAgreRl o Il AT & FHAalgd olieh &
AfgAHSA fhar| RIS 8R @veR¥sh, 3cdish Ud IRl 47| 3L AUPSU A Cud 3R HAeT A
AR GaRT 39 3eq9eh A o 99 #T 3ed@ fhar §, ‘G a&g3i & T H s Hegad 9ol
FHSAT| Sofehl AlTd HATST & AT IS YA FET| JHA TE FHSIGT hl USeT g1 &l fob AT W T
STell STl & 3R QA1 I 7 cFafeyd fhar Srar g1’ I8 97 3ReeT 7 fasw Acdlgen Jehe I &1 3
I ATS GRT YHIE T §cdT HS| YHIE A el T AT 6 g8 R g 3R dgid & 9fed 3cgeh ol
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sfaere 3R oA &1 ey I Bl & sfagrd & O 3epal ¥ Afdd 3ifoia aXa 81 et & A
g1 sfaera afta Tl vt &1 qedetor sMaTd g1 TAHEIRE ad R W §l IF W A ISAFHA
mﬁmm%|mﬁwa:mﬁmmm§ma, IR ajdmiﬁéwqumﬁm%lgﬁm
¥ Felust &1 Wer Foy aodt & HRAST ¥ o ¥ Ao T ¥ R ooy wr 9d? 3Rt 93? e ed
sfAETd Torm ST AIRT| SEY § 39 HIST B AT 3R FHEY SAGN| § AT F YR T2 @
gRTIT gierl IS AT FT ST HE Goir 3R FTogd a2dl & 3R W sfaga @ U & fav
gifipRe g1 3t & Al saem off oar & a2u 8 5§ W o faR & R &1 sfagg ase &
ArTeR glar &, dfFa 39 @cg g ey g1 Rffea Teeifas o tEHsRE & 5@ v &
Toteifas Ty Rl & v & od a1 © £
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