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Pax Sinica?

Saudi-Iran truce shows Beijing's strategic ambition. But China's faced big diplomatic
failures too.

TOI Editorials

The recent truce between Iran and Saudi Arabia with both
nations agreeing to re-establish diplomatic ties certainly
took many by surprise. Particularly because it was mediated
by China, a country hitherto not known for its peace-making
skills. But it is a sign of Beijing’s growing ambitions that it
was willing to get involved in the tricky Middle East with its
multiple sectarian and political fault lines. Over the past
decade, Iran and Saudi Arabia have engaged in multiple
proxy conflicts in the wake of the Arab Spring upheaval to
increase their strategic footprint in the region. The most
brutal of these has been the conflict in Yemen where Iran-
backed Houthis have frustrated the Saudi-UAE military
intervention in that country.

But hit with crippling sanctions, which followed when Trump unilaterally reneged on the Iran nuclear
deal in 2018, and now facing domestic anti-hijab protests, Tehran needed strategic breathing space.
While Riyadh'’s testy relationship with the Biden administration, especially over Ukraine, gave it reason
to spread out its strategic bets. China simply took advantage of this situation to bring the two Middle East
rivals together and project itself as an alternative dealmaker to the US. Of course, this serves Beijing’s
commercial interests as it sources more than 40% of its energy needs from the Gulf.

However, whether the Iran-Saudi deal survives and China’s new role sustains remain to be seen. For,
China has now decided to strongly support Russia over Ukraine - much different from India’s nuanced
position - and rewrite the international rules-based order. Plus, its debt-trap diplomacy has affected
nations as diverse as Sri Lanka and Uganda. Even the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor has run into
serious problems. This means there are limits to Beijing’s strategic outreach. And India - which is locked
in a border standoff with China - should take this opportunity to step up its own international strategic
outreach in tandem with countries like the US and Japan. The 12U2 platform in the Middle East and
initiatives to strengthen defence ties with African nations must be bolstered. New Delhi must prepare for
long-term strategic powerplay.
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r v r Ve
lie Economic TivEes patr2005.23
It Pays to Fix Gender Wage Disparity

MNREGA can provide an effective model.
ET Editorials

Wage disparity between men and women has widened over the past decade, with the gap opening up
further at higher wage levels. This is a key takeaway from a report by the National Statistics Office (NSO)
released this week on gender parity across Indian states. The income effect is a leading measurable
metric in wage parity that has been affected by the larger disruption of female labour participation on
account of migration from towns to villages following Covid lockdowns. Other contributory factors that
keep women'’s pay lower than that of men include inability to work irregular hours, lack of mobility to
reach job sites, and discontinuity of experience owing to family responsibilities. These apart, there is a
large unmeasurable component of gender pay disparity that is accounted for by plain and simple
discrimination.

Some of these factors are addressed by the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) scheme that acted as a ballast during the pandemic’s reverse migration. Enhanced budgetary
allocation to the scheme since 2020 absorbed some shock of the steep fall in women’s employment.
MNREGA is an equal work, equal pay programme that provides signals to market wages for men and
women. The work is done during the day and does not involve overtime, which otherwise tilts the
balance towards men’s wages. The work is also done locally. So, lack of women’s personal mobility does
not inhibit their earning capacity. Finally, MNREGA does not discriminate against women for returning to
the workforce after a gap.

The rural job scheme has served its purpose during an economic crisis and has to be wound down as
normalcy returns to the labour market. This requires more intervention by states to fix the damage to
women’s workforce participation. The decline had set in before the pandemic and accelerated with its
onset. States where the gender pay gap is accelerating need to devise policy responses to discourage the
inequity. The Centre, on its part, could be more cautious in dialling back MNREGA allocations.
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AT & T IRIRE T F FoHI, Yol AR SARAT 3nfe oA afifder raavaemat & @ry Sige qar
ST 81 &R ast & Ay o # I5 AR AT GATS & Hol A W 81 36 aR FIansi & e
e & T g3t 3R Foohl @ ol TAH 3 @ik AT fhT| grefiteh, 8TeT & ast # giaamdr o &
Heheua #ifdes aaTaast @ #6 A g Bfoed ufsas sapreaw 3R RBfoee dfesw 38 a=
Toll 15 g1 Bfca dfcas sopcamr It N3 T 3MT 39 dee da[RT ¥ &, S Amegd ¥
WA & TF 93 9 aF WG G wd e danst f1 sueetdr gRRed g &1 s Rived
o9l Td Ugdlel, AN Goidel, FRiatd Bfoed deeer 3R Har gecdiokor @ dey faeter srer fafasa
3R werA Fuer oF o iAW §1 HRA # 2009 & HUN & FAUT & WY & FHA S5 MG Bl TS|
YR W IR BiFemst 3 gdisms S daw 3fdeg # S| Sd3mg & Fae AR de Jard
YgI H TIHRT T GETH A &, Sfosh ga IRERIAT IR Sareer off sech g

Storarg aRade 3R G qisersh wiged S 3gH diRash Heal d fAved # AHawrsery FHer o dang
& 3EH HIAS T FASAT gl ANAE & FH Aged & Wifhd H& H 9RA AW fAer fasm @ &
HRT o SAHE FT Agg & & JAI 80 wfaerd &K & fadfia AT # Theldr 9red Fr g1 e
SHH BT 46 ATl ol S| dFad # IUR 3R A & &1 JreEd 9RT & AU =ads &7 4
amereras ey g5 1 38 Oy dede & ToET § A NUh AER & qr-ary e o greid
e AR qfF Res o Sl &% SR Harsdt @1 Geof a7 Gar g1 39l $oa) &3 & doid
AR TaRd & 3THR of W@ 30 3faee Hifad & 3rrgd & ffAsr # fow @ &

IR & ar 3if¥erer der aRfaa §1 St dF ST T Fr 919 § oF I8 T Taceh Bfoea sea &
AR FIE § I AR dF QA A sER SHAEAT ey g3 ¥ 59 W g, F-fae, IR
g 3R RS ok TAW 377 HsF Tftarers 3ueey §| seglet gAR Sfiae, HHEST AR TH gE
¥ Harg I oA a1 gl SE3Ar T A ARG TR W Ehdr e @Y g1 Aeier, AR, e,
e, sfAfiar iR e & 3w e A FhodqEae oE fRAr g1 AR, ALT, gamsr 3N
ABSIRAT ST F3 31wg 2Af o off 59 30 fC@s &1 50 NS HRAT ASA HT 361 THGAN AT T
g, Oad Feaueil AR F Axf W HifdeRy IRUTH YeriaT & & &7 &1 379 g aRaT
A TANRITS 8 T3S & IR AT oHeldsT X Feohd &l 38 [T 3eTehl Biel FAaR Iofh TR o
& A Gslipd gl WeT| Fg Far fHMGR, i, Harsr, 3NAE, HeRk, ARG, FFAT 3RS, HJFd
3RS 3ARTET 3R BT 7 ow o @ 919 B

f3fSicer ufeersr 50 T Hear MW Saal Agcaqol &1 §? Al H, SHA U A HANGIh FHeAT0THRT
FRIGHAT HT FTReEd AT Far g1 Bioee Sl Wy dqanit a% 3mae ng T HIR H o9 §ar
g Tl 3R @relsl & 3hdd [ o U ST Fhd &1 SHE ATHA-UAHT T GETA 6o & T &
WWW?%I TR o o Tl §| SIeTuel-HUR-AlaTge A S @1 FRafed & gar
eIt A od UfAAT TcheT SThdy HARUT T oI f&AT §1 STHA F THT FIH JEARS & T B
PRGN HRAS FI STRIT T §, d TWPRT IRTATAT SgR §34T%| 3 HT ARG T ARTRST T
AT FEoldT & 39t g W 8, [oad adeT & IRGRiar adF &1 T &9, adefee sAifaar 3k
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furl FEee W osEh o REdr 8, O Seemiiell sgat & |1y save Siaeedl f Tg Golr gl
g faf oeiesT @ Sfiaet &Y aoradr gErr gl aﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁwmﬁmgmﬁlmm
T AT APt & AT §F F Fa Ferelr HHFe 3R o6 FaRT & @S @ H JETShdr 81 | TS
¢l faa a¥ 2022 # & 8,840 #3 facig fBfSieer ol # Fdiamg & 52 gfaerd REderdr o, fS@#d o
126 oM@ 3 T9F & oot §UI 37ATE STeT & YT favelwor & Syd3nms srer yoes & o §gd T
ﬁaﬁ:gaﬂ%lmmﬁwmgﬁﬁaﬁma:mﬁm&wmaﬁﬁﬁwmgmﬁ
e Aot HeamoThRy wRshAT I THIcHIGhdT & gafer i g

SIS A HATTSIR HeATOT T Gen-fGRr FURSA & Ay & e gefer & a1 S &1 off sRQY &7 gl
fad #arer & AET S FAEHR & HJEAR TS fhdeadeT SNSdr geftr o1 weh gioRia o ser
ThdT g1 Tase g foh Sdizme Rt Isg dr i Rufa @ued sa= & ary & 39 gd3a s fGe
I & H F&TH gl S AR B HF A ARd 7 IFAH, TR 3R EERT & HAGBS & aik-
i F AT dJaX fGT &1 TE FROT § T g R # 39T TEFRar § TRAR [JEaRr & @ & 389 '
gue AfasT & "ahd fewd g1 var aReed S w1 3t qarA, greel 3R wHarqet #arer & aRqut gem
3a# 3f5ca ufsas sopregaFar gAR Sfas SliasT T U HHeeT 39T a7 STUam|

i I .il I El égg Date:20-03-23

Aisdns & ek & 3t ARgF a1 &1 34919

e I, (T F eftersa-die qur T §)

37eroft faarg & §ART ATl 3 HI Aotelfcleh IIeTGEAT & F$ Heaed Uge[3T HiT AR Eiem g1 598 & uger
T 378A R dicpriars g: fAuer &1 diedlis 1 IRY| 9 §H $8d AEAR & ST § O T§ Toh faeqgd
N 9 AT § FHH FRIS 19 A MY IR IT gra ufaar enfaer g

Y 3@ FAT #A el e, 95 AR deia @ A # Hhd gl g1 Wl @ SRIGN FHg FET ST
Al gl 37 G & q@er fafay #RERT 7 B grerife a8 w1 HAuiaes ar saves g 78 81

3CTEROT & AT 2rer & TAT THE FET ol § Sl 776 § o AIFedR d T Iolal gl 96 arged o
AT &, ¥ TAATT o, 38+ I T 997 AR FRER o § 3 a8 T 8 g g

HBY A H RelTH SIS & FRIGN HT AT 37 qgcd o9 g1 g5 Rl & oo graar o
3R Ger FRERX & ol Ty e iR AT do TAH SRR 7 §

4



g
-\
AFV www.dafeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (20-Mar-2023)

T Ta5elr FHg 1 2 4T FRITR TEHR TegHTA H g 586 A1 & 98 IEaR, @Fe iR o
AT H% FRERT A g dald A SR Ul SRR F §| SHh Helldl 96 ool Td IF Icuread H o
QmfAe B

T Tt & T a1 Aew g1 U, I Il gikaiRe 9T arelr a1 Ay sutear g1 Rerw 3R Sgar
& FRIGRT ATHAST ST TAYAT Toer difeat & & | dea 3R & gger 9igr & TTU9H I & o
39T FRIERT W AT AT 3@ &1 IRAR & Teedi & 3eH FRIEGR W HIT0T & ATAT H A4 Fh gl
HhAT &l e T H e Tg Tgd IOH &, I AT A d96E FA| g I, 57 T H FAER
Wmﬁﬁ%aﬁw@m@mﬁwalsﬂﬁﬁma@m%maw(w
3ol & A H) THUSR S AT g1 HIS gars 35S 3R Ol faaRor & ar & @k ar #Her
Seag HYar fostell TG HASIAT dTel 93 AT & aR H| FET a1 Rbsier 3R qq@aR, oA 3R def
&7 &I RARIr q o o) g §1 37 Wl 1 TR @ Wen 3R A9 Farg 3aRds gl

MEd 3R FEE 3EH a1, 3 @ Rl & o REw aRAY w5 78 81 F FHEerar § % eer aqg gqen
faRier em Fife 3% 9 T gled @ 3R 319 TR SEar off auw 3% a gl # 9Er fodear @
eI fo et 3 off e gleer sz g § o9 gfaar afhd gl qW| e safaT o 9 g AforEt
HH FIAT &l 38F gicel H R Fory gleal & o TAET Aol & SR glee d amfAe g1 TR
SfEar a TR & WY & HRUT AR Tgel A ot M 3R 38T QT 99 aad feer= A 3nh wHg
o3|

A 3ol F g8 a1d & AT FHAT T g5 6 g7 Mg A H OWHR & HHT HAS §l @R
ST & 3o7eh Y@ FRIERT & Tolel & (AT THR AT H[HBT HT Hea Ul &1 T8 oA & TET Sollehl A
SELIMET I TATAA P Ig & oIl [IAd TSR & grdi & g, faget & seong Wit §ar @weR &
HEE & THT LT WAl I§ AL & T Ag 3 a1 A1 g1 SW T WS FEl SN Fehel B

S8 YR ST f6 g selafiee A 3ue gifean 3w A fowr & oRa 7 gars s, weAnEl, Yo, g,
A FAT X AR AATT B W F| 0 A0 A JAAE) @ B IR w & fAv Fwrhr 99 arel ufaat
T FTRT gl

T 31T 38% T dohcel Sl feFarsr ARgew Fufadl &1 sdaR @ a1 ager f G & FREK FHg 0Er
HL? T4 TR T AU A g THT AT A Hehll & SAIGT TE HIS Heal & o6l ol 04 # 968 0
fovy ¥ gl 1fRw &5 Far dhear TAa @ & fov gae aRfEufaar g

AR 3R RS HT AR (T I¢ o 38 TSaIs HF o) I Ye3Md A THR & IEHA § 780
&Sl 3ol THg & F3 93 P AR THROT FHRAT FIF FITMNel TS (FYT) FAR & Hrdehrel
F BN ot ahee § SR &N B A o @ gt qoa 3R @l faeuftEt @ @A dEE & &
e e S oAl T2y ¥E ¥ R v Sech g5 rdeuawdr # OO GAE &1 g § Sl e & 3R
TWHR FT TAART A HAT 8l B
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§H 30N & HAH W f[AEdR & araeliad aX b ¢ F&iieh oo foall a8 ol & g1 ofher ¥ @8l SRR
THE YT TGN HRIEN HARA H Hld ¢ 3R 3 &&0 # ad § SIgT THR & W gl 3Tl SATGTR
Tored o TR §1 gTellfeh TTel & AFedd RGN S $o 3Huare § &

SH JgcR o1 & HAS & ToIU g7 #Rd & $HAGIR qdl d¢ W FUd T §eeng &7 AHel of Hohd &
TIET of 38 37cdd faulild aRTTUfaEl & AR fRar| 38 99TaRoT Sedisil & @ O &7 AEer HiaT
el Fifh YT PR & PRSP H 3¢ 30 Tadaar gred 2| THH gare ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁfl 3R
& a1 {7 & SEAATT & A 3iiferad Rl w3t & widel sXEIG glel deh & 92 30T

YT & FEHE A 38 TG & a1 FHofl el Fih MY AdT g7 FASER A & 6 9 9@ A vH IR
HeTH SN I Agar AT 6| NWIPR T o 3§ 3ol I 97 &ar, ag v 3reer frear g1 3
AT AT gl T 2rer Y 38 el Gog A 99 & faw fdaer fRar ar=r g dfee g R e @
SR & o T IRA &7 F90 QT 3R 9iAfSed RIS BT Solall SR g 3 g o Ay TR &
3HEAT s ATS-ITT Aar?

IERT g § 3T 3rcaieieh AfFariell HRAN il diRas §is TUMUT A H AThET| g7 S5 &l el A
Ot & qfc g € U, FU= IR 3cue Fs| Ugel AU A Fo WRA s g I, Igde R aEe
IeATCH | SollforgiRar 3R IO T JicTst, MSIHSE 3R ISINSTHA 3fe, SARF gansil AT Fo 37T H
it I & enfAer fham S deherr B

S ATFAAT HRAT HUAT 5 ¢ ToleTehl Tgdlel gioldl 8- H &1 A & FF SRR &7 #: erer, Remaw,
deid 3R Fo FAA IO Fo FIWA A GHF F MR § AGGT AWTH| T T F Fatear o §
AT Sohitad, faur 3R tadive i)

AT so7dt & fohall o TAT Wisee s g1 & r S gfedn OX aifersl g1 9Rd & I WEr 306l R ar
arafgar #gl €, e HikedI AT AR eea #gT &, HS WREYHA A1 9T & 6T ¢ §AR SAER
SN3MS 91 HN Ieural & ¢ R §AR 9T VAT HIS S5 76T S Giardr T T gehlell T Aol AT &

HARC SHIT IRAC & 8 TAT H AThA QT AR AR haeRar § saex &a g arel sus
IRASET TR AT & el dol o Id ¢l 39 g & gAR a&7 AT 3m3eadif@er &1 & 8 & ©@
gl Al TWEHR T 3cue Fagy Wedlgsl ddT 3d RIAIAr & AT Fhl g6 ddh TH & FIA H dmar H
W@ 8

ARa FRTT & fAT R IR ANIST BT S T & o 3T o9d § fhed 397 & fohelt W 9RAT &5 7
A e g1 WA IR FINAT A e goleT @ 3R S5 IR v § oo gfAar 7 geear g1 fafasor w
HIEY THR H SR Fg ool AR S Fed § Afthet Tg 7R fAfaior & 330 smseafdor i feer &
thel T@T § T TioeaaX 3¢9 g
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gises fHerey § 3R I8 3= 919 § % 379 Hiees 9 Sdal 969 & WY ¢ dfehed gHARY dishdar, 31HR
3R el FUAAT TAT THR AT H @ TG A TE § B gA nE gy wis @ Wa g
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HRA-STTCR Foul & AfAaR HI Tk AT I I3
IAT AT TUHAHA Xeg ARG R FiIaeer Hr 3eaeh!
AGET G gHAT o AU ey H Siad Hr
IYfd & & AU grsuersd aRASTET &1 3gHres
R @t b F i TE gger AT UR Fel
qEUASA gl dIfSAT FIShET & SIRT 3eHred
IR W 377 HAZ 9 FT aed 715 7, orad
T 285 #I3 FUY FAFARC H UBUARA o o

— ! S L = gr ¥l W oud ARG A s b W A
el e o SEORY AR ¥ 1315 RRolHiey o argTense
¥ 3\A A JACNG ¥ PG dh & A &F

@ Hifgewh et rater @1 AYfd H AT HRA-STeger HsfT arsuerssd # g @der, 2018 H W
TS AN TE UISUeS Seceel & fahd &1 3R arfd &I 3R gt 3t & dr weifaefad & o Sepse
3are0T gl 38 §AT 9Rd ¥ Sieaeel & Siatel 3MYfd 512 farelidlleX o Yo AT & &1 et 1 forea
IRags] dRTd 96 SIdl gl 39 RIS & fhaeadsd & 30 @d § Ao @eefl sea 3cgersT 8t &7
gRIT| ST & AT HRA T Yo FellFeides ISAET & dIG HIhT TAT deh 39 UST BT T alar Sf &
T IMARTHAA 3R AS-GHA & dged H RRABT 9 A Fggy fHAr o= & St e & e 1965 &
Jg & YT HUF I Tl [hAT ST o Sl & ST Foll FRIGR F T Seraiy & Tohdr gl 3 9Ra &
AT & AT YSifolgd HRITR Th 3RT 3ok A SIGT & gl ARG 3 Feace & 1, 100 FAmac &
SaeT forstel 39 o T@T ¥l PRIAT FHEART &F SR Yo HUh SeTel glel § TS F dgcd rIer g
3R a8 (AR & SIRT 6T @ feFlisreT 1 it grod X T AR TS H WA & fF 6T &
1Y FolfFeidel IgaT 38% fod # gl EH Foll IWdl & AccAoR dl I§ fiead HH olRld I HIeAr
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Foll SR QU F Fohel &l HN R YA IR Tolic &1 g@ll gioae H i1 St & el fohar Smeam|
e, alel a2 & ¥ 3R U3 FAfFefadt sga ¥ Foft HgAeT ot ¥ 96 @ &
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Tsh &5 67 qrad)
s

g 9T T H A F AwT § F g o5 FH @I gar ¢ 3R FF d§ qd A R TAr AT gl FHH
FIS "eg el & M 9T 1 HAT FHlell §15 6T o 78T & 3N TN F HETIT H Ig o1 AT 315
5 39 og & N IR # dic™r ST Tar g1 Radd &9 o g8+ v 9ga &I, Tad aeR 3R
3Rl A fouR-famey & a1 SR & 8 AT &1 hur Hrem H Ao 7 M 9T SR H Gelaoll F
& 8, HET F el T §| TR THT AT, ST R TelIl Ie 3T T@IG §IT AT ATl FE /s 1970 H
g H Ndd 9T IR & g8 el S Far a1l @8R I8 gde & 3R gor 3R oo 7 sus
SaTerg 3R dlefean coic 2000-2001 & G oRE & &c & W] FOeh sical T 30T & @y Ig gRIOm
H AT T @ AT AT| 3T RAIT FIAr A STHPT THFAT 33T &, Sfe? &, 319 oot 3R e @rer o
S8 T TS cFa [Helel aTell g1 haT Fiell & 3T & MNddT IF F6IR FGolel drell gl

@R S 9 & 9 59 Ig S A, qd SHRN Aol Idcl AT AR 3R T T8 15 T T¥eved, dF @IS
3ead FEN| 39§15 HT YT 1949 F g5 o 3R 3@ Al 2023 F g W g W g F w0z §, S
it & Tl & §| S §is 9¢ g AT, o o fRE e A N9 A gl ® g aead #, Serieor
& d1G HARART Fist A oy a¥E ¥ Al F AHAAT FEA UST §, 98 AR ¥ My F vy w@r @) e
&gl & TeTTohT TUUEE, STelsT aeredfl, AT 3R Al A9, Tites T 9T 3cMe? Th Mo 9 o 1977
H SFoIar el TWHR & THYT T SoiR H 3ART -7 AT| A AT 77 AT 9o Adel, TE Il il &
S ¥ I & §1¢ 3dRT 3T AT, AIR Sl UdA o185 S MT TR & dlled &7 HhASIR I8 IAT| Adold
fFel 35 & 9% aeR & a8, demfes Toeifa & o e sfFe g €1 W€ 7 @e 1991 A
30T T AT & S1g 1993 # S FIFN Bl H &7 F AN g5, d9 HRAY SR & =l sarer &
3Tr?|?:|T|ﬂﬂ?ﬁtrqlomtﬂqowﬂW%W&ﬁ@@ﬁﬁqﬁﬁﬁgﬂﬁm@aﬁ@a@ﬁm
YE F QAT 9RT A HFd SoIR FIEAT 8, W Jgl fAYeyr #RAF sigh ) @Ay &9 & regqyer o
St =ifge]
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Qe SISt T AT AT S W@ &, A U FAT TR FT A TR 15 AT g AT AT| 30T STk A
eI 3T Tlhole & R §5 §, W Th AT AleeT HT SToldl ATl 3T & TAT & 9gR & Ay & O U
s AieeT (3f3am) fafAds & 1929 & 39et FREH # A STHN &1 JcdlesT Y& haAT AT| 3T & ek A
& 1997 & 3§ FRW W ol oFT I-T| AeT 39 U g §, 39 aqelr i F o=t 781 §1 qag
Seel I, Ueh THT HGRT H & IR FRA g3 F &, 4,000 & SI1eT A 1 AR Ber g3m o, 3«
HoolleT &1 g o U AT &1 08 §gd @ §5 &, Nee IR ollerdn e, & SRR 3T SHTd & arY
& aer &7 IMcATIIRAT & o g e
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