&
a\
AFV www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (18-Feb-23)

260 S J@“ £37 5~
T MR Ty

)

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Date:18-02-23

EC Needs A Smart Focus

Cooling-off periods are impractical in social media age
TOI Editorials

The Election Commission has issued notices to
representatives of BJP, Congress and CPM for their
tweets on February 16, polling day in Tripura assembly
elections, and also the day before. EC’s notice to the
political parties says that the tweets violate parts of
Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, the overarching law governing conduct of
elections. It prohibits electioneering 48 hours ahead of
polling. The aim’s to allow voters to decide without
being “prejudiced” by last-minute appeals.

Notably, Australia has a similar provision called the
blackout period. Both these periods are impossible to
enforce in the age of social media and rapidly evolving
communications technology. EC reacted to this
development early and formed a committee to look into
it. The committee’s suggestions made four years ago
were largely in the nature of exhortations. But as EC’s most recent notices show, the appeals for fair play
don’t work in a competitive political arena. So it’s time Parliament took the practical step of getting rid of
the cooling-off period.

Australia too is having a problem with the blackout period as different media platforms feel it's unfair. In
India, retaining the cooling-off period may end up undermining EC’s credibility. This hard-won credibility
rests on its track record of conducting complex multiphase elections in the world’s largest democracy.
Ensuring it retains focus on its core responsibility is the best way to help EC. Saddling it with impossible
tasks such as choking every form of political campaigning at the tail end, especially in multi-phase
elections, makes no sense. Parliament needs to trust the maturity of voters.

The Economic 'TIMEs Dates 180225

Waste to Wealth, Not Wealth to Waste
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Environment minister Bhupendra Yadav’s call to industry to consider recycling to deal with the nearly
11,000 billion tonnes of waste accumulated in the country is an important intervention as India seeks to
green its economy and achieve net-zero emissions by 2070. It is, however, only part of the solution.
India’s material resource consumption grew from 1. 8 billion tonnes in 1970 to 7 billion tonnes in 2015.
It is projected to rise to about 14 billion tonnes in 2030. Economy-wide resource efficiency that uses less
to create more, generates less waste, and reuses and recycles more will have financial, environmental and
other benefits like creating new jobs and improved health outcomes. In this context, Gol must finalise the
National Resource Efficiency Policy (NREP); a draft has been ready since 2019 and has been put out for
public consultations.

At present, there are sectoral interventions like that by the ministry of electronics and information
technology (MeitY). Though important, the lack of an overarching policy makes cross-sectoral
collaborations and systemic efficiencies difficult, minimising benefits that can accrue from an economy-
wide approach. A national policy that allows for sectoral peculiarities will help ensure primary resource
consumption is at sustainable levels, create higher value with less material through circular approaches
and minimise waste. Given geopolitical realities and supply chain disruptions, it is critical for material-
resource security and improving economic resilience. The policy will also help focus on businesses that
will help the economy grow while protecting the environment.

Converting waste to wealth is important. But even more so is to prevent the conversion of wealth and
resources into waste.
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Executive fiat

Parliament should remain a forum for free debate and discussion
Editorial

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has stood by his statements made during his speech in the Lok Sabha on
February 7, in his response to a charge of breach of privilege of the House that was raised by a Bharatiya
Janata Party member and a Union Minister. It is strange that a Member of Parliament, whose duty it is to
hold the executive accountable to Parliament, is being accused of breach of privilege of the House for
seeking answers on crucial issues. Portions of Mr. Gandhi’s speech, made during a discussion on the
‘Motion of Thanks on the President’s Address’, that referred to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ties with
industrialist Gautam Adani were expunged from the record of the House. When a member’s own rights
are being curtailed in the name of parliamentary privilege, the very concept is being reduced to an
instrument of executive fiat. Mr. Gandhi raised pertinent questions regarding the political patronage
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received by the Adani Group, which is in the eye of a storm after a short seller based in the United States
brought to light dubious patterns in the group’s transactions and ownership. The government has not
provided any answers. And, on top of it, the sword of privilege is being wielded against the Opposition
leader. The expectations from the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha are to
protect the majesty of Parliament, particularly in its interactions with other branches of the state, rather
than disciplining the members.

The parliamentary discussions on the Adani controversy, which were vitiated by the unreasonable
restrictions on Opposition leaders, follow a devious trend of executive imperium over the legislative
branch in some States too. Chief Ministers of many States command supreme powers — they control
their parties, dominate over the Opposition, and take Assemblies for granted. Assembly sittings have
become fewer and debates shallow. The argument that popular leaders now make is that they are
answerable to the people directly — Mr. Modi also invoked the ‘blessing of 140 crore people,” while
speaking in Parliament on February 8, but the range of questions arising out of the Hindenburg report on
the Adani Group remained unanswered. People seek accountability from the elected government through
their elected representatives, and the legislature is mandated to mediate that interaction. Mr. Gandhi
asked questions as he should. Asking him to adhere to parliamentary norms in doing so is par for the
course. But more critically, the government should be required to respond to the allegations. It is a sign of
erosion of parliamentary authority that it is not happening.

12 FUS Al S aTell TATHUAS AT F4AT?
Haed

S H 12 T o F Al 3R SEdT 3 30% IPE ¥ & d1g 8 6.5 S SHIZAT dTell THTHTHS
Qe U greld A g1 T§ sy FAfcan 3w TAfAueed (MIMET) & Jofc & a6 & Teel gFd A fhU
Th AT TF & 97| 38 FcX & 72% SRS o Fgl 5 Ao o ant & 39 Rafa & ar ar =5
Wﬁaﬁgaﬂma‘aﬁﬁm%mﬁﬂdaﬁm%,mﬁ#76%aﬂém¢aﬁw¢%ﬁ3ﬂﬂ?%€
dhr O AT AT TEY T3 THEEAT &1 87% o dofc W foRIT cTeFd Fr g1 @7 TH IR dos S fr S
3T 597 ‘T ROIE & acrm 7/ & & ok 2014 & 14631 ¥ & & 2020 # 6341 ¥ W wga a4
g, Toaer o WMePR & 39T dliw & drem seliae ad & off fFar &, ag7 Fafcas fr ag Ruic
TER FI MY dlell &1 SRR HT Tod! GHAEAT & 16 g i THAT 38T AFeT & FHodoT & g
e 3T SHEAT AT § fF 3T Y SUUR T A A8) g RO & TR & Ao fr 715 § F 59
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[AFeX F AT HoWRT TIGT AAGT 9o, SHTHT TFE F YA Hl 38 AFeX & v 3@ fmar aw 3R
Sifeer 3R Qe Flefell @l WeA fhar S|
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T 39 WM AET TR gWE S 3Eel AHE W
. RIWA @R T o @ of W@, o 3R
REd w7 feasst & Rue 3k 3@s wema & s
AN TS STHT dg db SNl I METRaT §
fBoaeer & RAE & fraer dcaar g, Fife 39
HRAT R JeIR W I THT 3Tl &1 39 RAe &
Told SIgT 31Eol §Hg H §fe 306 9sl, gl W
YR H | GNA HIE &7 Ig TI5C TR foh a8 30
AR 4w AIATT &1 16 M| AW ST TWHR
Tay faawsr afafa aifsd a & g & @gaAd o€,
ad R 3@ HgA9T o @ FAr T BRI Ar? goA w o o aw Adve wfafa afsa ww A
TSR T AT ol T SARR TR, 0T 38 39 W AAaT & Tohe RaT| 39 TU-A1T 39 TART
TSIl o i favard gehe fhaT| 3 W@ @ V0T FO tafd gleT Tarsias g o a8 uRefiar & &1
W GAGR TaELT AT TEcl & GNA HIC H HAded o o g1, diched THR AR 3qHT THifddl
3ifaRare Yehe HYET Sreh LT T G, A HIE H IR F S gl arenr fAdweT FfAfY F T gewg
gieT, oifthed JoITdT ST o foT 30d fAamee vaifaal & oeT gl &1 arfeu|

3erofl ATHS F FNA HIE A 3R § a1fSa i = arelr AR § Faer Fg AT 787 § 6 ag Fseeet
&1 R AR 38 9od &1 3ehelel W, dios Tg o 30fETT & % a8 08 3w gE, GEd R aeiR
X ARl F1 SRET 98 AR s1fasy & Rsaeet sl w5 R el s el 31k AR R iR W)
FAPRICHS THIT o 3T Th| SR Al AGl T ST Thdl b Tg RIH 8¢ IS5 ¢ b diasy &7 saA«er
FOET T A 3T A 30 AR Fardf @ @ e & AU AR SufAAt S AR S S e
g1 Tg 3MeAHT ST IR §g TS §, FAIH g A MARF F 3RS FAF Aot IR 7 AT X T ARy
WHR W AT TMT §| 95 TULAS aeg A & [T Aeras §1 507 gol 8, afher 75 Rar &
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S ¢ b 9% HRA A §Ea8T el & TG @ A FAoN 3T W g1 3 AT & 3R §EasT it 3R agr
HT TAT T AU T & RGN T JHAT I g Sllol AR & NG Seh AAgl, ST IdT 8 Toldl ¢
fo 3ot giferar s &1 e S #T TS| T S A HE Ol AAS A S F T
Qe afAfa fea o o7 W g, a9 3RT Ig e T FRE d¥Fd Ty afafa afsd we v el
HRT & IRANRT
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T &I TR S9dT 3187 ol

sT. Floid g, ( s 7iRmeT & Wi § )

3HETT FoAT F FRAS 3UAET H dg & AU G & 7 Feferm araor F 3w geic # gRa due, gRa
Fofl, gRa W, gRa aifashiear, eRa sae 3R gRa 3uear & Fafa 3 FRAFAT Hr avom $r g
Solc &1 A1 YAE TATARAT # 3T Foll @ Agcaqul T fedr arm g, S 9HeRor & uid @R
FaceTfierar & fe@rdar g1 &7 e § foF Saa8ar dgo0 & AR-A1T Foll $I ART 8 dedr o W@l &l Th
ITATT & HTHR 2040 oo & T f&stell Tud 1,280 qare Ui ©er g1 Swal| g@Elr 3R gdTeor Jgyor
3R aRfEufaer faarer v it gidt Fufd v gealdt & &7 7 gAR @ g1 AT shana-gus smuRd
Foll W AR #fasT T 5@ AT 1 Q@ F A WA 781 8, AT IETT oAl A #asT & FhE &
YR & & A WHR TR Wediget ¢ W g1 TWHR H 2030 dh Foil & Heol HAET H 40 Ficrerd
3G 38T Aidl & Fel HT 8T gl 2030 d 500 IeMaT JaT Foit F &TACT S & dg-ard Th
3RE THA FEA SHIFABE HI HA Il d e i W@ 3T gl AT ¢ F 7o Rex aFded &
TTHAT Teg HGT o 2070 Teh YEYU-YeT el Scdoied Hlel T a1 Her AT

TS 38TT Fofl o 81T H ART favg & 91 T X g, 5ad 36 gfded & 3f¥e der, 31 gfaerd
STeifdedd Td 25 GiRIT Tael 3l &l ANEH gl $H dldoe I &TAT AT 166.4 Emare g1 3T Fofr
& Fr 3ATAT 3cUrged T &THAAIAT TF d3 ST6IR I FHIGATHT o HROT A HIAT o dolc H gRJ AP &
Hls«ﬁugudlﬁ?%éﬁg@ﬂ%@@fWWﬁ%lgﬂW%ﬂﬁWﬁWﬁﬂMﬁﬁ%
o @&, gIiaraT 3R A3 3ol 3ueley el & fov Teh faore Gedd fham &, 5 gRa Foft il &
Sad & Tk REar a1 @bl fog #fF 7 318 Foff & 9y & gofiewor 3R R & gfthar &1 @@e
FaAraT §, TS99 IRUTARGET 378TT FalT & 3deld fSolell & 3cuied 3R @Ud & dlis & HifdehRT scad
WM HeR Yool g@RT AU e A el $1 3cqeet AR ITHT A Sgd dorar A 61T Fof
IR A5 orEt 8 sgaart 3R GAfs 3R # TART PR Fiold Hlel dar T
Irfegaeun3it @1 AT el & fAU WichTEs &Nl 6 ol T 3UANT FXeh TUET EHN AT FHCRT
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3R &Et &1 HAeg FX el & Sl TR H AUNcHS GUR T ol qreel| Afgell Hrerciieior, Sgak Faeey
3R e A AT # GUR 3 F I 3R Sy S goAfagt w1 ger st Aeprer ST aehan|

Fegd # 13 g9k AIMEC AT S IRAISHT H Thfd & TIse § fh THR 37187T Foll ScdlesT &Faar
H g & fow 7R T 98 qEd 3R ey S & oot A Harfad FREHAT W 9 & F fav Afderd
3o o fpv atw 1 qw F & gRT gEEee & 3cules 3R 3uer @ g & & fov s gRa
gISSIolel TR W Wik fhar aram §, o faw 19,744 a5 303 & Read &1 gofc # Eiehd fhar g
S e SfFes Td EESiei algel & F Uk AT I H AT HUN| Soel S aEel B Somar & &
foT faq #N garT U g TW@T GEd H TS gl FHS HARFd @R A, RTA $<l, sofees
argall 3R =fsier g e & fou faener faf@sTor 97 eftd w &1 Wicdmss do & fau 3maegs
geleTd a¥3it iR #MT & IR W WA Yok H g & TS T HETT Fofl H GIFA ST T HiAd
®H gl @ 58k TR @l o1 AR fASEm| sEF ggard 3uUl T dEIT & 3R FH A & AT Feic
# U T Hie@faehl W 3R ®lehd fham 14T g1 Seoasa § fh 36T 39l & aeiR & 2030 o
SAITHIT I 3RF STeR 3R 2050 T 31 3RS SToR e HI & I@T 34T gl

gofc H AT & H gRA AT A FgIam G U 3N AT I« H T F3 HAGA B apias A @
Sise & T 10,000 Sa-3o9¢ HHIU e FANI Hel, dehfodeh 3l HR THS IaThT & Hfold
39197 &l §6TdT &ol & [t NTH YUMTA FRIHH, ThT IFIcTIEAT F Feal ¢ & v MR ged AN,
TARIOT Y T & & oI fAEr va 31 eRIgT HRIhA W AT Brehd fohar a3 g1 588 Sa-fafaerr,
e & AT AR I Fold N WcHg A Feuor R AGI0T & AU 15 Al [ g Ay
A=t dr A ®9 @ i & v Tt #t 3niE A & Smwelt| $Eege W% TAS sHfATd US
BRI TAAAT & AR R & 36T Foll & & adl I R A=A & fav 500 & 700 3R TR
F v A3A A 3aTEHar gEfl 3EAE § P goic F v v AfSerg Jeomat @ gaeAe-Aet &3 Hr
EHAIIAT va faeel a9 & Seo @ 3MeTeh TTUAT Holqel glof| Fhol TSR TATaRoT & HY Siiderlel &
TSI W el Sl dlell dsfc g TASC U &l & foh 3 arel THT A R gfadr 1 ded HAgearhiah
37T Fot IREAAT T Afed A & fav AR B, fower At adt @ g S B
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TSR Heh el B AN H WA §U HRT WHR o I 3809 Avea &1 & AR Qb @ g1 3«
WHR A Yold & SARY TSIl ST AT, dEeeel, FAR AR e & Y TR {96 FAslqd Felled
ARSI N TohdTead el &1 haelm fhar g1 s fFra # fdead &1 @1 W Ay o g d& Terd
orgel faoe i AeEr o 81 e, Wi HRT & & @A )W FHsl A5 o wel AE W ger ar el Tef
Tl & 3UhA FAl Bl &l 50 U FHaG & NS 3IHBI VAT 36627 AR Al Tl H STelell, HHAT W
fAaTor w1 & SR gk A gude wET IR S F ST Tt o @ Bl WA Tg Ul A ST F AGT
R TET &l AT F G IATolG §3M 38§16 § 3qH Fieeldl TA T I 1962 T JeH & AT Siherrd AT
Ry 9T gereh A gads FA H WIFT FE &, 38 g0 F TR G F 3 FA fHAT T T
FRUT & fF IRA o 319 Ig aF fhar g1 fF deT & 33 & ot & Fae fgar Jw| 37 R & so/c # o
&aﬁﬁq@ﬁé@ﬁ%mﬁq@mm%mmmmsﬂfﬁrﬁmsra:m-wzriaaﬁva,
HCT & HY a1 Toleh, FAAR & WY HH-J-HA Teh Hgeaqul Toieh R e & =eanag deteng & |
BT & Sellferar de Yo fode & 3emar [@fdha & Tl § 9e7eie dw 69 fhaldlel ofell qur aeres &
ATY o e 260 Theldiey oo Yol Huh & v e3nch @deror & fov qdied ey smdfed & a9 &
HRA S8 AH H o fohdl el TR § ST STl 58 o § SHIRAT S Hebell § b &olc & i g
facer afa fasra Algsr FFam=T o FHoATg N AHT I AR GI&T A Bl AJh & H| Ade HT 8 R
AHS A e fAE sufav off Radr § wife 9e FoAig aF Yo ¢ o #t 3R &1 39 99T §
QAT Fh ¢ HRA H SNQH & STel Tl &1 Tedl el FISHAY Th Igd Fedlk HRA T g Fellel Y
IR F 2T g3 &, TR e & fAv oRd & gge H1 e fRaAr S aifgul de fr faEaRary
AT &l 6RRT aA & AT T§ Vool SIHT FeA g
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