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More Minnus, Draupadis

Every tribal success story is a reminder how much govts need to do for genuine
Adivasi empowerment.

That Minnu Mani, a 23-year-old from the Kurichiya tribe in
Kerala, secured a contract in the Women’s Premier League
auction is both heart-warming and a reminder. Minnu’s
success is a rare story for India’s tribal communities. Sports
has discovered some talent among tribals and politics has
embraced a few. But data tells the real story. The recently
released Tribal Development Report 2022 by Bharat Rural
Livelihoods Foundation provides damning statistics. They are
8. 6% of the population, and they fare considerably worse
than others when it comes to access to sanitation, drinking
water, education and proper nutrition.

The report also says that tribal communities have been
pushed farther away from alluvial plains and fertile river
basins over the decades, which has had a direct impact on
their livelihood. Of the 257 Scheduled Tribe districts in the
country, 230 or 90% are in either forested or hilly or dry areas. And past policies like the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980 illogically pitted the imperatives of environment protection against the needs of
Adivasi communities.

While that approach has been modified and today Adivasis are seen as important stakeholders in forest
conservation, on-ground contestations continue. Last year’s amendments to the Forest Conservation
Rules have been protested by tribal communities on the ground that they undermine the rights of tribes
and forest dwellers over forest resources as envisioned in the Forest Rights Act, 2009. Adivasi activists
say the changes make it easier for businesses to divert forest land and make obtaining clearances by
commercial entities easier. If true, these provisions have serious implications for tribal welfare.

It’s also true that there has been increasing political courting of tribal communities in recent years. From
expanding ST status to new communities to the Adivasi vote becoming a sought-after electoral
commodity to India getting its first tribal President in Droupadi Murmu, tribals have emerged as a
serious political bloc. But their genuine empowerment will lie in creating opportunities. We need
thousands more Minnu Manis and Droupadi Murmus.
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Women’s IPL, Valued, Virtuous Cycle

Water seeks its own level, goes the old adage. The truth is that
for anything of value to get its due, systems and mechanisms
must be in place. The case of Monday’s Women’s Premier
League (WPL) auction is a classic case of value being made not
‘automatically’ but by effort. This applies not just to the rising
talent of the cricketers who have been snapped up for good
money to play in a new cricket tournament, but also to those
who see WPL take a hold on this spectator sports nation. The
very fact that three established (men’s IPL) franchises —
Mumbai Indians, Delhi Capitals and Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) — and two new ones — Gujarat Giants
(established Pro Kabaddi League side) and UP Warriorz — put
their money in the ring for WPL 2023 shows how demand can
— and should — be built up on the back of supply.

Numbers, especially when connected to money, matter. They

provide the most objective version of value yet known. Which is why, even as X50 lakh was the highest
base price, the very first bid had India’s superb opener Smriti Mandhana have Mumbai Indians and RCB
locked in a bidding war, which the latter won after picking up Mandhana for 3. 4 crore. Dependable
money was spent on dependable players — 3. 2 crore on Australia’s Ashleigh Gardner and England’s
Natalie Sciver by Gujarat Giants and Mumbai Indians respectively. UP Warriorz and Delhi Capitals got
Deepti Sharma and Jemimah Rodrigues for X2. 2 crore each.

Like in any value-based enterprise, investments are key — in players, in infrastructure, in marketing to
garner more interest, in the actual quality of show. The five WPL franchise owners are looking for
returns. The inaugural auction has set up a valuable, virtuous cycle that should see the pool of teams

expand in the future.
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A 3mEer T RUIE & AR QA & SIS dhol (e TRIETOT HEUW) F cogdc HT T Th
gfderd @ o s\ 81 Afd 39T T A § F A gar 39 fred &1 qiRieior #A a1 @ 8, S seaei
H SR &l e [T AR A Thellehl deel QT &, 3Hh HAES HEYT & HEAYF Yo 3TH el
g A8t X IT ¢ &1 o & e A Few & v gu # Tweidr Rem F-ealdy e fr
QST s 3, Beaar 3R aftfree Frisr affra werar & 2fFer gTaw awsidy fr IR & 9y
e Tl Hehl| Teh HTSEIHTS L] W WHR S 1.32 o TYT T FIA §| Teh 3T Tehlel aTell T
IR W | TH YA IEAAA HEAT AT Aol RAE & IR U F FI AWGT dlaa AEH § T8
HRIFT Soffray T ST & Ram o1 W §, 389 391 INR-daeiren &7 Hr Awiar 7 T o | g1 A
g ¢ T @@ gfaar 39 da1 &1 gAer o Y W § AfheT 38 &7 # 7, G 3¢ IR-ura @
e & Srelr §1 3mSISEr A g F AT s Jarst @ ASS SN dgg wIr Gfadnel olieT ¥ IR v
gl T MMSISE BT HT IR AT FI Y8 W TWHR & e 30 I F9AT I gidr &l 37T faFadad
e A Aifow aRadsd 1 S § e I ol gar e A GgFd dehelil & 3TwT AT 91g|
SER Tg &P & 3ot Y Folg W 3R 3% Fgor 7 & gftietor i FR@Er g 3R 3T & Wt &
3o¢ IR HY| AT F o 9 3uRTAT & fAT SET g

gar & fav EweArad: Forar oRA

Date:15-02-23

BE B A IR IR WRAT A 30 fAARERT $FT § g0 favaw § @ favg AATET & @gFd T A
SO sFRIGAl WG FT FEW T NS A ¥ v A BT g1 gl H Se-Arer @ aifar 3 A det
goelr R & o ersel # IHeT ot Hera g 9Tl OF fauf el H gferdr & S Gl A Wed T FUE
I # Aerere g AT ¥ dwe # ar oer @1 deee o Sgd 93T g §, W S es 3der @
dfedr AR ARET 29 gU, 3H HaRThdT el AR M & haer qera <2r & caRcd T Jerdr Ferae
YT &Y U] G T 91T Fgr § TR U@ &R Hr g F oRd & AW vHEar ¥ A g1 gemn B A,
S @I W HEH T H Flad A ARAY A T AR A Jihd & AT e A e3elr et et
# & 201 g FAT 3R 170 Rfrcar #3 3aR| Fad 3RS, SoRIA 3R BT o & Jag &7 &+
R ¥ 310 FAT A9, stafs Rfhcar gl & Ae # 9Rd MY W w1l S8 d stenfas g $r ard &
ar oRd, iR 3R AIRTT @ 4,600 e gY §, Sl S 93 Hee R UR™H TRIAT & AT HI
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W & F| 38 Fracle HRA o S dlee # Tgd TTHA ST 1S, TR 30l A v 3R
A A Y NfSdl w1 SHfAd Ahrel, 80 T TARTRIfAH, Hoiqd IR AT Gor &1 9IR=g Aelml 4R &
MR e o 9T fohely g, Is@aar a1 qoeifde gl & agdd Figadd & fIUR # 9eR awd
gU o dhael gIfad Sedr, sfes THRT 1 o ferer S

I o a9 & SN HRA o qEY 3T # ufed e & Aves A S carar fewrg g, 39 favg o wwwEr
1 2022 # IS I & TEd HANA o FE-ohe! Jo¥l & IRTAS el F € @8l v dopdiaeT 25,000
HRAET AT 18 3w ST & 147 ARSI FRIAIT STeR fAhren| 350 ggel 2015 H IHA Je&r & R
HRA & ‘IR TE” & I Fel 4,640 HRAT AFTRAT AR 41 ot & 960 ARzt i gefera sort
o dgarml 2011 A A geur & INMAF R 7 HRAT A% gaARAT F RI 15,000 #RA™
ARIRT Fr de gFAT H & TR TaeU o | TS ¢ H off Fe-SI9 FIS HUST IS §, de-d¥ AR
HeheArdsd §I YRUT Feh U T Aed A A 3Heael @1 &l 2004 # e #AGEER &1 oAl & T#g
R o el H TORRAT IAG, HATSGIT H IR hREeX’ AR SSATAAT #A TR IR T 31
TeITehY TFeehTel & TGt 3T+ FETRAT 1 IRT Tl ST 9o 2015 & AUrer # 30 T & Tg-
A el & My & HRA A A A F AIA § REH Jar A AR 43,000 ARG H Ao
A Fas| T8 FROT § 5 B #AgAPR 87 § ARG T Ted H 98 Yo g Hd arel &2
Tt gred &, FAifSh 3M9eT § AT g Agcayul @idT| A= THg 7@, afd 3 & 3% ggad &

AR T 0 3uefe 3R gfaser # AR =7 ol & ol aredel 3R 3mder & fAges & qd
IRET Ta 3T T 3EH AN g1 & F S« off IS 3muer 3 & o e & gl 3T e O,
fAqurar 3R 3cpse Aar HIg F UG UG Ul FH GRIACR Hloldl &) ST 36q97d Td &&Tcl & af W
HAWSET H9er3it # AN VT §of 30T HGGIR &2 & HbE Teh HeHA I 8Id ol oIy e &
HRAT T I JITalogy o7 8 AT AT Yald ad &l gleliieh AN Jadl & oiiadl 390 & &
g AT I I 33l AW §, oAfche fohadl o moer & F Fef aroie dr Uehofedr 3N AT & HIA
N gl

AGAT Feradar 3R 3M9er Ted & Heed # 9RA safav o ol 2 & v &, FifF gdar 3muenit &
ARRS-Hed FHA-IT & AU 1 HA 3T o9 fhar g1 TSET Ter Areed dof A6 TASIIIRTS 7
giod 3R Elfs oo FER BT 3R TUENT TR UG ARTRST & HY dAToide Fallehy FeTal gEciard
I &1 I3 H @t A Y AT T FT AT AN Seel GEATT T ST §, el AT r TTT
AR FE el T Sfear Al AR Fr &1 vk AfFARIET ehehdifIen g gl §U HRA & Aersi ¥
fATes & foT 0@T 3 TS IR T Gl g1 AT T I AT Hehel H gfAdT & HeealR & &
A 9 AT §, Afehed 3T AIMEY TR & HRUT IHAN GHIT AR & HHEo! FA g

TRTSERT 3MUE3 & Ted el el & A W ART & MY 9T | FT U HRUT T Yral Al ol
BAN Tslellfceh aAcd T FHA o §1 fohdll qlerst & S & dfSal A qwmet, 3o¢ 31MaeTeh a&qUu Hegal
IR §H FAT [HIM? 39 9T & 3aX ATFEC IR AR IFARTSET FTTAd H gAR ¢ T Sfd & fear &
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fAfgd &1 gureeEsSr @ & a3 @RAr w1 EHHT Hegr quqla%’mldagtfﬁ?m%ﬁ@r
39ekt # =S dRgw ARE e fue &1 #ier Rerar g1 3muer gfafkar & a@Rs omr o &
IR TRET G A g A OHRA T Il f A ARG F A%y @ UART g, o 3uar A ARG
TRCHITT & TG el X 38k AT A0 TR & Ned dada F1 3w fAedr g1 tF 3gR AT afdd &
N R HRA 3T T HHhA W g, 98 Uh Tdl Agrerfhd o 10T 1 81 g s A et T @R Al
& YR R & RA 397 earefier Rl i @ T T g
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