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Stop. Cancel Your Hill Holiday

Do Mother Nature this favour. Too much tourism has stripped the beauty from our
mountain towns

Chetan Bhagat

As a writer, people often tell me, ‘You should go to
the hills and write.” There is this romanticised
notion of writing out of cozy cottages in pretty hill
stations. It does sound lovely, except for one
thing. There are no pretty hill stations in India
anymore.

Instead, what you will have are trafficjam-filled
hilly roads that lead to a town centre lined with
haphazardly parked cars. The sidewalks in the hill
town, if indeed there are any, will be covered in
empty chips and biscuit packets.

The shops, choc-a-bloc, with ugly tin roofs and grotesque neon signs, will sell everything from chole
bhature and children’s toys to fake pashmina shawls and digestive churan. There will be video game
arcades and snooker rooms, hawkers vending Maggi noodles and cheap China-made Bluetooth
earphones. Hotels will compete in the ugliest look possible. There will be open exposed bulbs and India’s
favourite ugly light accessory - tubelights.

Unless you want to write about abject misery or on how to wreck a place that was once beautiful, Indian
hill stations are no place to write or do anything creative.

Instagram lies: Forget creativity, Indian hill stations are frankly no place to visit. Sure, there are
enterprising Instagram influencers, who manage to make a beautiful frame with their phones,
highlighting the snowcapped peak at a distance and hiding the Kurkure and Lays’ packets strewn on the
floor.

They put these pictures on Instagram, along with captions that sound nice but mean nothing, such as
‘wanderlust is my spirit animal’ or ‘my soul belongs to the hills.” These same pictures pop up in your feed.
You get excited, pack your family and drive off to the hills, hoping to ‘nourish your soul’ for a few days.
Instead, your soul gets a traffic jam after three hours and a garbage-filled town after six.

Seriously, don’t go. You will do our mountains and Mother Nature a favour if you don’t go to India’s most
famous hilltowns. They are not a pleasant experience anyway.
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Joshimath'’s sinking tells the truer tale: More importantly, the damage to these towns has now reached
serious levels. It is no longer just about aesthetics, grotesque shops and dirty streets. These towns are
simply dying. They just can’t take the onslaught of the city-dwellers from the plains anymore.

Joshimath, a temple town in Uttarakhand, is literally caving in and people who live there must be
evacuated. Unchecked construction, lack of concern for the environment and floods of people from the
plains coming in non-stop have led to such degradation. Other towns may follow. For the sake of our
beautiful hills, STOP!

We need to stop ruining our hill stations. They are India’s pride, its key to ecological balance. They are
considered holy. How can we let such destruction happen?

Learn ecologically sustainable tourism: Sure, I get it that tourism keeps the economies of these towns
alive. Hotels, shops, travel agencies, cars - they allbring in money. But at what cost? Should we let people
cut all our trees in all our forests then? Or let people hunt tigers? If those things are not allowed, how can
we allow entire mountain towns and ranges to be destroyed?

One also understands the need for Indians to take vacations, especially in the hot summer months. Rising
per-capita incomes (which are a good thing) have meant more people can travel to these hill stations.
However, these hill towns are not meant to take in double, triple, tentimes the number of tourists over
the next few years. Many were built during British times. They are not at all designed to accommodate
millions of tourists zipping around in their own cars.

So when Indians take breaks and travel and contribute to the economy, the same ten or twenty towns
cannot suffice. We must meet this rising need with more nice hill stations. If the British could do it with
far inferior technology a century ago, why can’t we do it now? We need at least fifty new hill towns with
excellent infrastructure in the coming decades to share the tourist load.

However, each of these new towns must have limits - on construction, unoccupied land spaces, number
of visitors and all the other controls required to make the tourism ecologically sustainable. Right now,
water and garbage disposal are a major problem in our hill towns. These need to be planned beforehand,
rather than create a town left to rot.

Learn from Bhutan: With far less resources, our little friendly neighbour has done an excellent job of
preserving the environment. Do Bhutanese people not need jobs or money? Then how are they keeping
their greed in check and putting the environment first? Maybe we have a lot to learn from our neighbour.

Bhutan charges foreigners a fee to be in their country. Maybe we can have a hill-town charge, which can
be used to keep the town in good condition. Bhutan also does not allow ugly hoardings. There needs to be
standardisation in every hill town - think of the uniform signage at Johri Bazaar in Jaipur. Similarly, if we
ban plastic bags, we should ban anything sold in plastic packets too. Yes, chips and biscuits, I am talking
about you. They aren’t good for health anyway.

The Joshimath developments should serve as a wakeup call for all of us. Wrecking nature for a few rupees
isn’t worth it. It's dumb business anyway. If a town is destroyed, you can never earn from it again. Hill-
station tourism needs to be sustainable. And our hill towns need to be beautiful. Maybe that’s when
writers will go there to write, after all.
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Physical Fitness for Our Spiritual Places
ET Editorials

Apilgrimage is literally a spiritual journey made to a sacral place. Over the past few weeks, the sinking of
Joshimath in Uttarakhand, one of the four peeths established by Adi Shankaracharya, has dominated the
news, for the wrong reasons. It has highlighted an unfortunate case of devotion leading to destruction. It’s
time to rethink the idea of tirth yatras in the age of climate change.

Indiscriminate constructions to accommodate an increasing and unchecked number of pilgrims, all-
weather motorways that make it possible to drive up to temple doors and endless helicopter service have
made what should be a sober, joyous enterprise fraught with danger, discomfort and damage. If
pilgrimages are, indeed, about introspection, faith and devotion, it now happens at warp speed — with
consequences. There is a reason why many of these sacred places were established in places difficult to
access. By making such journeys as easy as weekend getaways, both nature and humans pay the price. It
is not that pilgrimages should be arduous treks. Where possible, efforts must be made to make the
journey easier. But this must not come at the cost of spiritual and planetary solace. There is no harm in
restricting the flow of human traffic to these sites. In fact, it would make the experience less banal, and
make tirth sthaans more aesthetic destinations worthy of the spiritual and temporal oases they are
meant to be.

When one enters a Gothic cathedral or an ancient temple, the place should not be inimical towards
devotion. Pilgrimages, spiritual as they may be, cannot disregard the world’s physicality. Limits of access
to the number of pilgrims, entry of motorised and airborne vehicles, and seasonal closures are options
that need to be adopted to protect sacred places, and the planet they exist in.
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Bound supremacy

Parliamentary sovereignty isn’t undone by the basic structure doctrine

Editorial
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It is fairly well-known that parliamentary legislation is subject to two limitations under the Constitution
of India. One is by judicial review, or the power of constitutional courts to review legislation for possible
violation of any fundamental right. Another is that no amendment to the Constitution should have the
effect of destroying any of its basic features. While the first limitation is set out in Article 13, under which
laws inconsistent with or in derogation of fundamental rights are void, the second limitation is based on
the ‘basic structure’ doctrine evolved by the Supreme Court. Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s remarks
questioning the basic structure doctrine propounded in the landmark Kesavananda Bharati case (1973)
does not reflect the correct position of law. In his view, the basic structure doctrine has usurped
parliamentary sovereignty and goes against the democratic imperative that the elected legislature should
reign supreme. His particular concern seems justified: that the Supreme Court prevented the National
Judicial Appointments Commission, a body to appoint judges to the superior courts in the country, from
coming into existence by striking down the relevant amendment to the Constitution and a parliamentary
law to give effect to it. But it is difficult not to see his attack on the basic structure doctrine as part of the
current dispensation’s tirade against the judiciary and its grievance that it does not have enough say in
the appointment of judges.

The idea that the basic structure doctrine undermines parliamentary sovereignty is simply wrong.
Parliament is sovereign in its domain, but it is still bound by the limitations imposed by the Constitution.
Mr. Dhankhar seems to have a problem with any sort of limitation on Parliament’s jurisdiction to amend
the Constitution. Surely, he could not have forgotten that the basic structure doctrine had helped save the
Constitution from being undermined through the misuse of parliamentary majority. The main purpose of
the doctrine is to ensure that some fundamental features of the Constitution are not legislated out of
existence. It has been invoked to strike down amendments only in a few cases, but many others have
survived basic structure challenges. Parliamentary majority is transient, but essential features of the
Constitution such as the rule of law, parliamentary form of government, separation of powers, the idea of
equality, and free and fair elections ought to be perennially protected from legislative excess. It may be
open to a new Constituent Assembly to come up with another constitution that changes these
fundamental concepts, but a legislature formed under the current Constitution cannot be allowed to
change its core identity.
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AaTehr
3Ad: JE I T ey g & AT & @Y R wrer A 3RS SR IR FH FHhAT &l ATl 3RS
91 3 & & Aid 9§ Ra-dT & T 135 3RS SR F S gfa9eliT FRISR g3, 38H gl DA § &

el AT 118 3R ST’ @M, dgT HART T 3R & 38 fhar Ser arer AdTa 17 3RS 3ToR as & &g
TETl Ig Ugel 9N g, 3 AT & 1Y ART &7 U grel dF 3T STeR & s &I IR &7 AT Ig
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safav faAy &ar & v §, F2ife o A% 3o gfsar AR IncAfAeR oiRd ifdarT & s1g o gam g
drer 3 § o saehr aiga Telvem e gt foR I qiAr ifRae e W ' A AGT 3a% 9T @ §7 4
& WY g T ST g T 3cuiee @ ST WicHTge ANSfell Tl NTe3is ThiA difed IRomTA Faf o8 &
o1 & 8?7 Pl T e HRAT Rl 1 e GgTE K @y WA WIS G IUAC T R, W @
guagmawﬁaﬁ,yﬁaﬁ%%aﬁﬁmmmqtﬁﬁwmﬁml

AT ST8T THR &I Ig ¢W@eAT gH b el § SR ©IeT d¢ar F41 7 @1 §, d6 36areT Sferd @ o
Yg GHSTT g1 foh 58 €1 & U Ush a7 g& doh gl [SFAeR &1 AR 3T SoTd 1 el a&g3il W
I TR &7 T & AT FR FE gl TFsEr #fea § fF oa Re @elar segor & @9 &
YIcd T YAl &1 1S, 3 Re ey &1 A Gy AL &7 S Fehel! 3R I o O AT S 9o & 3Ah
ger el 3cural W O3el AIRAT HA F TrRd g1 3T @ fh #ARA 3eAefd 39 et & e
3OS0 I VAT Rl H s TeTH &1 Thd §, TI9 dohelle I IUANT et & TTT 3T 3cUIEehdl ol 3R
Y & 39 Scurel T IOEdr GURA R IFARFT €T G| A HRA H aedd A ARfAT oor Sl §
dr TR 3R STET el Scurel XA ®A wEn gel, ot qElr 3R faed 9ok # 3Ee 3oyl 4
gfaeacdar off el gl sua 15 3MfRcy g1 & 9T seahmfa & a&qu o D & #Hamd, g o
H AT ST T 1 T§ & 3§ TF U HT car3il & 39ARET gl aTell shedl AT ATl TUIAE AR H
& R gar o1, dfhed @R-8R g DT F g P 3R AR AR wAT 3T 3T FE A FHA A9
3T Rufa I8 & 6 gART AT 3T O Tiens W A9 g1 I8 §HST T § 6 Foar A AT @
31U, AifeheT SHT His 7 8T fF IR ATer 87 a&r & 30
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Yhfd & Werars &1 aRkonA

fasra #ifa, ( o@® aRvs TR R WX FR RBATRT TR FSie 68 wWieie & Ia#lT § )

%
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3RS & TACN e 1 AMAS g@e FROT & @R 7 §| F@l o, aferdi 3R FsH A QW gz 3R
3hF Told 3TN GEAd H B aEil o G S & & @i gl 3037 d& 600 ¥ SR B FHT d5 JaY
Il IN TS & HRUT IR G T o1 goh § 3R 39 E W@ ool &l Gald T /W EAEATTRT
fohar S et Bl 1976ﬁaﬂaﬁmﬁmmwa§m§mm|mmam%ﬁwﬂ
2021 # Igr &1 Glelerem 78 A BACAA & FROT il Siel & AT Heol d Tgl HT SAclidegd I
U g ddE g AT ATl 38 gHear #H 35 FAT AR AT & AR ShefHAs & WU &k gk HOHRT

ThdTT E3MT AT JMfoAch dT HIcA@Ah Hepaene IRu & TR 2009 & 2012 & &7 6 ol 7 128
AT T $FGel A el g5
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SRfiEs &1 A & Y aArar g1 s3ifads @ &1 3796 Ay 9fdadr & $RUT & 39 A9R I 39T
A SRlFs AT s9% 3remar ar Afar eieleem 3R 3reder dur ar 3uAfeal HHART 3R aherar T
fERT SiRfies Aehead gy, gass AT 3R THIZI & AT AHYT & b iiel & fav Ae
CaR ST g1 38 HRUT Y AIel oGl #7ehcll, JaaRIfgal 3R eNceprelle Tl 9AA & fav sikfias & geg
ISt &1 YhT gl THeh 3ol W—WWWWW@WW%W%%W
HRAT T 1 Afafafat &1 ggor @ FET 310w afeh g o7 T B

glelifeh, SiRNAS 3rehell TAT U 18T & ST [ & UHel 3R $FWelel T AT gl Wl 8 oTead & ol
3O G2l b o oI IR ol fohellAley od RATeT &7 & Ut geav gidl Il g, oifched I8 off
T & & elAs S 93 AR Agcaqul e A 54 99 AW WA F geaR UEd Sl Sgd $7Tae
3R ™iar &1 vy g1 safav g &7 a1d 787 6 s IR gear W s R 3R gwew ol
it e@sr &1 e Wr &1 JfRar &1 3ed Ig W & guaES FRtey Y 39 3muer W afha &
T ST o U Al WX 3ER EIdT §, U5 PR AT T2, ASTAlded gof 3R 3aTeh T, feTeledshiy
Tt 3R ST TRART & @97 I9a-310= e & 9fAfhar & 3R AT W= # ¢ gU &1 v aof & o
58 QU geaT HT fAey ¥ & T iehfdeh 3T9er acl @1 § 3R 30el SFAell & gooll s T6d w
& T U U A ARG &1 FS Tokiiae aiear 3R 3% Adr off 37 37TE T AIA-31T ISEiaen
el dobat o Hish 1 TE el A FEd &1 W Hihl W HIAGT B Rg 39T I ar Foveait 3R
faQIw=it & off Siehies 3R 3TREs & AR & 75 81 90 & F© o e [FATAAT H7 AgT Heaar A
A g0 E 3R To W o €, S 3 U T Teld & 3N Se & U IR @ i afafafEt )
H@rwﬁﬁﬁ%w@w%ﬁmmm@wﬁ%maﬁwﬁwm@g@%lw
IS 38 U 3T9eT &l Sl R TR & fdegd 3cdiced 3UshA TAAU & f8X ®isal W 3HAwET &
CHT groldd # 3avTeh &1 Sl & o 5@ 3muer & | wenfad ugel3i W aieiRar & faur fohar e, arfe
SH HHET FT HIS GWMAT &l fAdhrem ST Gl

TG Ugel AT dlell 910 I ¢ [ oiRi#As 39 RATaT o BEAr g, S &Rdl &I J&d 3T, oifched &l
AT 9dd g1 SETET AR AT Ui FAS Gl Ugel TRl & & faurer Agedal Ra 3R R & 3y
THIE @ 3T RATer 3l off fAefad @ teT § 3R sga el afa @ @ W@ fawea Hrogfsear and o
TET S &1 aledt s & SiffAT fAee TUel W fRAY Seeld §U geTd & FRUT 38 & H {HT Ad § AR
TR Hedl W@l g1 Siehas 0 & th el Td W g1 apne faenfaal & 3ear Siehss epha & ded
3 3Rt ATl Siie-5 # usar g, T SRor a8 spmefiy gHes3i @ 3dehd it RiAR SeAar B
MY 91 TE & o Sefies o1 gfdera aardr & & g8 1967 ey # v faRrer sp@er ¥ der gu A
& W W S g3 &, R FeleT Faeik 3R 3R 71 3maqrd A Afeat AR Aret qur sprd & ggcd
SAURT3T F FROT AT B A A GHS T F 9FA AT § 95 30H §, Afher guieT § cAraRe
TRE ¥ SMHSIS T W gl & HROT o ol TgT HA aled olell of, o FeaA-FeNe Tlelel arall o AR &
ﬁW%WWﬁWﬁ%WW%WmT%quscﬁqu%ﬁﬁﬁT@THTUIWW%
AT refiy SToTRI3i s AT 7 o e v A€ fhAT T $O AT Ug e SElleY, §HGS
arfgs 3R 3l Fr ASROTAT & HROT TgT gl arel ¢fhed ST T Fod & o Sefids ssura g5« @i
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ST &=, O ST AG & FT HISHl o HUAT IR e & T F JHieToled Ao Sitheh T 30T oar
Hshl T & TS Wl T @l a7 foam a1l 3T T8T & W, gled 3R Wele & 5T dof 9 Jgr &1
ST X W &, a9 FF T A gHT & T Tadd 3R e F WA T5F oo W AW Aol 7
S gU §l gHed @ Riwen, g@wmer R Al SR B Raed qell & dfAAEd Sea i ogrerd
SRfiAs & agd e € ¥l SHfAT Siefers &1 gaisaqet srear g8 Rwrar § 6 s & e ds A
AT gl aral, WHAR ¥ RATRY &7 & Fardal, gl F gams 3R Afa-Raant = sg a9 &t
AT TGAT BT foh ERAT W 3T & ST gl Y, oidar 98 3iel dhal &l

MW=
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gierar ERRAT &1 Hhe o W ¢ IR T8 FUfd Fa o
Fell Tgol HIS AT SATAdT| o1 gTolld & EX 3ol d Teh &f
3urg g faffieer Tsel & usdheledr | YUEHA Feq AT @
Ig 3eare fhaem TrARS § 5 RAemeie 2ot & aryr 3mew
aRas, Toeifas 3R o yamasr &Y cggeer & a3 X &
dIUR T ART| S IFATACT g gl 3R 3wt A gefer
gl argd 3% Tdlad T3y RIER TFAdd F Ta=iaEsT Ay
F SR W, U AN 3q@ A dedt HrAdl, FHfds- 19
3Rg® FEANT & T gomET & WI-HY Selary IRadT
3cUeol UThfaeh 3MUei3il & fAdea & o dger 1 e
¢ W & Hfaa Wil 3= Adied & for IRaw cfaror &
U G20 gonfort ve gRfEfedl @ HeiRar & wh & gy &
TG AT S 36T 61 81 STofarg gRaclel & HROT Sclee
IMTErs A o qU gfar F¥d W ¥ g% & AT § F W,
eAraEIRer 3R P> FATU §& S0 St FATS 3R 3fegaeunsi # Jeaa o &6 A & qaH 3RS
&1 e o FUR fohar 3R wET T GART HAY | gFd B S © F §H W, T A A9 AR
fRhs @AY &¢ S FATS AR dcgaeusii # deod o @bl faeq & a5 o &1 Folad A adqr
gelflaal & ues & foau gfafhan, ggeme, qFae 3R gur & dRas Tols W dolel & TWd &l @l
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CRIT &1 HFEIHAT T HFAA, Flefel H AEHA R AGHC! vd farer #1 Afdqel Huerr &= qur dRs
U S oA o fIU T Ueg Al RIS FEAAT H GUR T ST §1 oAl T§ dhgell fehclel]
e ¢ T O dRgs THlfaal & fov g7 #ag SRR FE1 § 3o SRUT Tdlldd @39 &7 & #fasy
Tl 38 g1d W o9 &l 21d T & IRGw gefd AT & o1 ot & 3wl H FHEsIar § & 3R &
Y R FH A ¢ a9 §A dRGH TSI 0T I Tehod ¢1 o G AT TholedT ded HI BRI TR ¢,
ool HEY & FHROT 3cUeel WEH UG Foff Geam wfed Rffiesr aRgs eAlfadl & #Ror 87 daar 3r9eh
fIare amem el & g
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