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Haldwani’s Lesson

Abrupt eviction is no answer to encroachment.
TOI Editorials

Rapidly changing fortunes of the 4,000-plus families in
Haldwani, Uttarakhand, hold a lesson for governments.
After the Uttarakhand high court directed Railways,
which claimed the land, and the state to use the
paramilitary forces to evict families, the Supreme Court
on Thursday stayed the order. The underlying issues
have a long history of jurisprudence, with the SC’s
landmark 1985 judgment in the Olga Tellis case
providing guidelines. In that case, while SC said that
encroachment cannot be automatically legalised, the
right to livelihood imposes checks against arbitrariness
in evictions.

Livelihood lies at the heart of encroachments or slums.
Census 2011 said 13. 7 million urban households were
in slums, with as many as 41. 3% households in Greater
Mumbai in that category. Slum dwellers are intrinsic to
the economic life of urban areas. To illustrate, 70. 2% of
slum households are owned, a percentage point higher than urban average. It's a proxy indicator of two
aspects. Slum dwellers have livelihoods and aspirations like the middle class. Also, some government
bodies formally recognise claims and provide paperwork. Given this context, the core question is why are
there slums when their residents are integral to the urban economic landscape?

The answer to that lies in the failure of urban planning and governance, especially the master plans that
become irrelevant soon after they are accepted. Urban planners and the attendant governance
framework are out of sync with the speed with which urban economies evolve. One of the symptoms of
this failure is slums. As India’s jurisprudence has spelt out, occupation doesn’t mean ownership.
However, the livelihood factor comes into play here mainly because of state failure in providing pathways
to a better life in cities, which are India’s growth engines.
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Herstory Of War

Peace has a better chance with women in charge.
TOI Editorials

India has sent an all-women platoon of peacekeepers to Abyei, Sudan, the second such deployment after
its trailblazing female peacekeeping police unit to Liberia in 2007, which the then Liberian president,
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, lauded as an inspiration and a prompt for recruiting more women in the Liberian
police. After the Indian women peacekeeping force left, Liberian women made up 17% of the country’s
security sector, up from 6% before their arrival. Scholarship has established that when women make
decisions, the risks of war and conflict reduce. But women'’s role in conflict resolution and stability is only
lately being acknowledged and boosted. And there’s a long way to go.

As of 2020, out of 95,000 UN peacekeepers, women made up only 4. 8% of military contingents and 10.
9% of police units. A Swedish study found that civil society groups including women’s organisations
make a peace agreement about 64% less likely to fail. And when women participate in peace processes,
the agreement is 35% more likely to last at least 15 years.

Women face the worst brunt of war, in terms of sexual violence and abuse as well as displacement. To see
fellow women in authority can encourage women to reclaim public life without fear. The same lesson
holds for India at home. Women will be safer if there are many more women in all ranks in various
government branches, including police.
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Who Tunnels Through A Sinking Town?

Despite decades of studies warning of Joshimath's geological stress, authorities went
ahead with power and road projects.

Anjal Prakash, [ The writer is Research Director at Bharti Institute of Public Policy at ISB. He
contributes to IPCC reports and had led research on glaciated rivers in Hindu-Kush Himalayan
region. |

Residents of Joshimath are protesting because their homes, roads and agricultural fields developed
enormous and sudden fractures over the past few days. Water is gushing out of fields while houses are
developing cracks. This, prima facie, shows that the town is under tremendous stress, and a portion of it
may sink.

Joshimath,or Jyotirmath, is a temple town and a municipality in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district. The math
or monastery is one of the four cardinal institutions founded by Adi Shankaracharya in the four corners
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of India. The cantonment at Joshimath is one of the closest to the China border; thus, the town has both
religious and strategic significance.

The entire region, from Chamoli to Joshimath, has been familiar with disasters for the past few decades.
The glacial avalanche known as the Chamoli disaster led to flash floods in the Rishiganga and Dhaulganga
rivers in February 2021. The two rivers are tributaries of the Ganga. The disaster killed around 200
people, including workers trapped in the Tapovan Vishnugad hydropower plant’s tunnel on the
Dhaulganga river. Then, in July 2021, during heavy rainfall, a portion of the mountain sank in Dhandharia
near Joshimath.

In a research article documenting 23 disastrous events in 2021 itself in Uttarakhand, Sushil Khanduri of
Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority showed that heavy downpour, cloudburst, rock fall,
debris flow, avalanche, flood/ flash floods occurred in many locations of the state. These disasters took
308 lives, while 61 people went missing and 105 were injured. Around 1,048 farm animals were lost,
5,729 houses were fully damaged, and 18. 5 hectares of agriculture fields were washed away. The
research explains that these disasters mostly relate to meteorological regime changes, unusual
rainfallpatterns, and indiscriminate human actions in high-risk areas.

In 1964, the government had appointed MC Mishra, then collector of Garhwal, to find out why Joshimath
was sinking. His 18-member committee report explained that Joshimath is situated in an old landslide
zone and could sink if rampant development is unchecked. It recommended that substantial construction
should be prohibited in the vicinity of Joshimath.

Since then, numerous hydroelectric projects including the Vishnugad hydel project have been approved
in areas such as Joshimath and Tapovan, despite the region’s geological and environmental sensitivity.
The road and tunnel constructions in a fragile mountain ecosystem are creating havoc and leading to the
present-day crisis in Joshimath.

Residents and activists working in the Himalayan region question how the Vishnugad project was
sanctioned. The survey was done by a private agency that failed to take cognisance of prevailing fragile
geological conditions where tunnellingcould disturb the local ecology leading to huge changes in the
mountain system.

In May 2010, two researchers from Garhwal University and Disaster Mitigation Management Centre, MPS
Bisht and Piyoosh Rautela, wrote a commentary in the journal Current Science highlighting these risks
that the town is facing.

They reported that the government should not have overburdened the town through the tunnel
alignment which was part of the hydropower project.

The tunnelling process punctures the water-bearing strata and causes harm in water gushing out and
flooding the area.
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e Inability to understand the ecology and geology of the area before implementing large scale
infrastructure projects such as hydropower projects and road constructions are acts of negligence by
authorities.
And climate change makes it worse
The Himalayan mountains are one of the youngest mountains of the world and therefore they are fragile
and unstable. Small changes in the weather and climate pattern affect the mountain system strongly. IPCC
reports have been making these observations for the past couple of years, first in the special report on

oceans and cryosphere published in 2019 and then in the 6th Assessment Report released in 2022.

e Due to global warming, the region has been experiencing extreme weather events as recorded in 2021-
22. The number of extreme rainfall events that have hit Uttarakhand was unprecedented.

e Forest area is also decreasing due to rampant felling and increased infrastructure development.

e Climate change has become a force multiplier, when things were already precarious.

Will Joshimath sink is a question whose answer may lie in the future but whatever happened till now is
totally our creation. Due to this, a place which has cultural relevance for millions of Hindus and Buddhist
in India may no longer be there, thanks to the mismanagement of environment and natural resources.
However, not everything is lost, and we must save whatever still exists. That will require a transformative

change in both our thinking and the patterns of growth that we envisage without paying attention to the
immediate environment.
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goedlel o d1G 3uX1@s & ArRfiAs AEl AT SR
T A T I 39T 3R T W@r &1 AT i @
T o9 gArer ool &1 Siefies e g ik @R
& HHAT HT T §, THA Il HA Tolal T offdd
F U IR 3P ToId T & GIPhed & HROT Al
& 3TT @l & v fdaer g g3 @r 81 9fe =T
H @V Usa &1 {af@er 3T g ar s W@ g, safaw

o FAT 25 gAX T W a1 el & arfet
“ D H Rar 3R geed Tet o W F osEH s

1’? 3mereRT g foh e arel At A Rufa 3R ek gl
A8 JAT 39 HIW &5 H 3T 3% o9 I 3aAd ERT

¥ AR GO TUT R of Sl G99 | 3esT
BT foh AT TRl AGAT, AT BT H XN IS FT AT IRET & g ATl AT F o A
g3l gg 9 T Sid ST-HEH olleT SRS 1 ae HT IER I §'U<-|sqoi W 3RS & fav g gul
areleh Ersiia & A aar Sefis T 3M8est @R T THAT T T &, 3T Th HRUT 3o A=l S
eTedr o €, St Sgd ueer & s off|

mﬁgwaﬁgaﬂmm%mW%&Wﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂsamw%ﬁwwzﬁﬁareﬁ%
FE HIH g GgS [HAT ST AT A1 FH 2 & gEURUIHA ST U5 Fehdl §| HH A FH I A Tg
FAREd & a1 e WiV fh 39 RN & TS F ehelel AT AT, et Told Sheles & Sl
O4H W ¥ 30 Uge] W AW e faar e wifge 6 wE Sl gwe @1 wRor e 9@ 3k
sfAaford fator ar et 82 78 3reer g3 & Usw wR o welt for it W Ak o &, AfheT 7
€T & b gad &t oY fashra 1 AT A | TATTT 98 § 6 9ady &7 7 fAerd St S A6 dore
& Ugel el 1 Hagerelor sfersfia fRufay &1 wdicq sregaest 7 fhar aran afe gddr et F wenfaa
AR T 3l i ST A dF & WA FT FIHAT 37T 3iieh UGTSY ScAlehl ! 8 T 95 bl &, SHET
SfHS T FIT U I@T &1 S o g1, ThcleTar wenfadl & Ugd ¢ & faRed ot aRAsEmst & ary-
Y IR 1A IRAISTT & 87 $Emsiia 98 ol f[aedR & 3readqel fhan Sier §a g $r AT g1 Sieids & S
T & T ¢, 3T S & 3T Ydg Solleht i o Frawrel g S =gy, Fifh 5 wRoT & 38 e
& T @A AT g3 T FROT 3T o @ Fh &1 FE M LA W F 3T gddT &= A o st
e & w1 Bl
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R SNSa HT AT TATT

3. Th AT, ( dGF Aodiias AWTH Td HeX BR & TEsl 3% AHIE Us gfafesy & Adas
)

od Y I qF FEAT A o 3Hh A ofeh TavT H YHPHAB IUGRT HT SR Toral gl A THR o
i o 1 g a¥ T g FEAT W T 39GR GAT| 98 A1 FrR - AAS-HIHA & ACTA § 420 &1 & Helol
TERTA- 3T 3N fds T G A 'TSE T Tehal IR WA & FAtMioleh Hehod &l & STl Tg
TIHA Feh feq favafdcarer, armo AR 3E3mEd, Ao & YU AR #RT WER & Heed @
IR # QR T Al TeAT| TAAAT HE A FHHN 3eTIEl A §U 'TH HRA 453~ AR F &g
ITod e H &l HAGleT TR Sl FAT T 3R fHPT 1 J@ifehet fomam|

AR fafaerdr o1 Sg3marA Taw faeg 1 ARRT AT &1 3T FA H TS 35 ¢ fF HRT A vehar
FT 3R FO &2 TR a1 Jore ARl MRt F g7 W araa frar fageh sfagrgert & s fafgerar
F faretaedl dod S R I AR afds wepfadl & gy @ wfeud fAeuid wfawmfea frar, afea
ST dF FA-Gias Go¥ & dAcAS TAOT g1 Aol HAll ¥ed gy &R & AR & qsgane -
"Ioitd, T8, ORI, FXST, alids 3chel 9. A 'Gfds’ osq & TARSTH & & H qA9T fhar, genfa
gad & § A A& R F o MY % JE F g F GRE FA W AR arA HR F7SH A AT
Y A & Tehal & I H ORI T wA AT 09, P, AL, AAGGTER], deoldlrard, AHrey
3N 31eieh H TUT TSN T IR Hdooll 1. JLHSUE 3R 1. TISH 37sqel ol 37 3T faedrt
3R- AR H WA 0T 7§ ¢l IR e T9@H o dary ST WORT & 36T del H FHE T,
Sad S T Thdr-37EGsdr Jer El

SN Al HIHA 7 dhao I 3R AR FEpiddl a¥a 3o U9 GfEI0T HRA 1 SIS T Siord T g1 30el
i IfFeATg F Raw F HGR R Ry FRl AE 1 Fhed ad & WA Fg7 e § & affet &
U Saetehlel H Ueh aR Href- IMET el HfAard g1 1597 Aaredl H TfAGAS & AEh WRhA IisaT o
R - @relt & g 1 ey Al gofarar, 5w wel & arv foos &1 Tumer #F 1g| dffeeng & Heh,
fRra-aprelt, At-aprelt 3nfe enfies worer et - affe SEr@ & @rew §1 gl aRor 7 3w & H U Y-
dffees a6 8, [9ad affiar & Fgrerid goeAvd AR o anf @ o HeTTST A b &l AT & A1y
cTeToT HR aTfdat 1 Jg o FHSTT g o a1 & 3eyd Hiek Iiq FIIATT @ o SHeAl Teh HRUT Jg AT
fF 3T URT & JFN o ST THId3 & Jgi SIS IGT|

el TSl HITHH Shaol Teh YR g1 VAT o g 6 Ig &ffOeh 3c@a gl I@ U] 8 [T 3w aRd
& ol T PTG TR TA HI B, S §H A, o, Heels, HADIGH IS H F &S SfaIoT R
AT @A gl 3R 38 S AT Y e glam| ST 1968 F FFIWT e aar ar Gy s ivart
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& G 3 3 & Jrear Tk Y ARAT A (FATT: SFAI0T ARAT #1wn) 1 fsweq fe=r o,
Afpet IR & TEhd AT, FAIh o A STE0T HRAT $IT & fReTsh 3uelets I, o & 50 W FIS €A1
fear | sod SRS Harg # gy gz, foEd ARA ey yeufa, fSwd dae ¥ @eafa sk
TEATT ¥ FATUET &1 FEpia O, FATC g 75| AT 30 & Falg & g4 AT 3R T & et gl
gl

Tg TareTiash § R Frel Iffe AR FY Ao TvA & o T A Sgdl A o R sad gunee
A T IR fErl & UE- AfFeErs, e, e, 3UTeR 3R Heled H HGIT & fAU Tstelicn
ST TR AR T §, gE AR g I HY HRA ST I F [P ot HT UR Fa T IE &
JqEIT H HIS dT, Tolelde e I7 TWHR FaAr 8 T F 9IRT NS T H1H Al § dl 3ThT TUGAT dhr
ST TIfET, el & IE 3o kNias A FEA A | A Tgel oA AW A UH SgR ISkATAA H
7 7 3R § AR S F ufd 3 FHST doct &1 A SHA U FAT §? ARG SHEA AT Faw AR S
Ao df sHH &1 go7 ? Sl YR el Affel TIHA & IS 32 &I a1 Ao TEpiaal & AeleT 3R Fesma
g, 30U U HT Uhdl UF IGSAT d¢ 3R AT HI 3THT e Hel df 3TH FT THAEAT § ? A & fow
S 8 TH M, 3H A 3T o fReET & |

3 ay &l Todl - Aurerd, B, Fq9els, ASIRA, S, dellr, HET ¥, Sadee AR T &
gl aTel TeATdl & dle a§ 2024 H SRHAT AT glaT| 3eAsh o9t I 9T g fob el qffer dores s
Rl A 1 A a8 of A gud aed F ® 2 A w1 Al Age aeh widw & fav W @ gl ¥
W § & g8 v afedea off Tara & v o &= ® § afFa aeeifas Tt & for 5w
HaSeAlcHS  JolEaall, daiReh YAeuar 3R Aqged GANHOT &N JH@RTSAT gl §, FIT IHA HIS
FAAIAY UNT 8 T8 < T 5?7 el el HIAA A 3 @EH(A & gfds Fepfad & 3N 3T #ARA A
afator R ¥ Ss & o 9 AN WHR o Y F A, a8 TET TR IR 3@sar F qdufas
Hhed I GIod Fel H FHel & A Alfad grem|
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IRET T T89R
S

e facelr favafdearera off IR & 39T IREX @iel Fehal| TaRaTdeATerd Ml 3ENT & SHePT ATl
e Y AT 1 gleliih I§ YA WAl §, W T 3§ A SIAT U ST Hebr gl HS facel
faeaidegrerd sal @ #Rd # 394 IR o & $Toh &, AR FO dehellehl 35Ta1 AR AT Hr
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OIS, Yelal-forerel & dAR-clish & fAaset, ek 3nfe 1 e w3 AR & Told T§ YEA1d ToAdm 31T @
a7 s 39 Afd @ 3T Rem 7 aRd Refiat & v av s@er e gien fReafacare e
IR 7 ogrer fagel favafdearedt & ca dre & fav #Aoll & & Ul @1 gl 3afd Feded &l
mgﬁmmmmwmm|mmmgwmasmﬁsa
farafaezrerdl o Tacaar gl W 588 Jg ghawr & gef % sgd IR R faeanfiat & 3oe & &
T A & el Tavafdeamerdi & uredsmaAl 1 e 1 giaur Ao Seeh| ggd R faeaned sufow sl
faeafacareat & af@ar oo S § 6 I8 & faeafacaret & 4@ drogsA a8 8, o 3998 g1 39
UISTHH HUA S H Y 3qerey gl Fohel| 3HE TATHTIAF & 39U g7 & SR 3R fAsh faeafacarey s
SeTehl Afceae] & W UISThA YE A T T |

AN FgT Uh F31 FAEAT ITE M & T docl 3MMEy & 36Uld # Thel-dhlelol 3R faRafdegrery @i
THR T &AM @ STeT glar a1dr g1 AT W 30fard afc o g & Told T fIw Ioraarqor e
3USY AT Al Tl 3T ¥l O/ F S FEAA H AeArRd AT S ol 56 e AN Fher AR
FrSt H qre A 37 7S, HIR 3aH Ao arelr few Hr fAd goer g1 fHd & gy A ard G& w 78
gl gafeaT o fash Ruetor deue der 3ieraen &1 fawar © &) greifh sga R el Rewor dear 3
fae=l favafaearerdl & 36T UrosA 3R AeffOh ARl S &1 YW A 8, W 36 Uge] W ol
A g @M ST g1 OF 7 fageh faeafacrerat & gAR JgT IREX Goldl, o Tgr & Al fRetor deyrt
WX o 38 gfcreet der gl T 3 favafae@rerdl # sgd @R gfdeare ot i Reor & awR o
a1 g1 SfAeT Jere W S gQ e Uk oele 1 Aerser o Seelt| St ager faceh Reafag@redt A Sm
W 8, I8 39T S H T GohdlT|

5 e Afd # v arer T8 o § T S Tpell H Yoo e & AUROT 1 cgrawiRes YAET T TR
SEaT, TS Thell i HAHeA BIF el W o@H g ST Feh| R el 3R faeeh soa Rieor gyt
H 3H AFS A FT T §? Te & AR TgT 3o el FEAA H G s S ¢ B sga av ezt
ST Yehel 3G SAT T T A ¢ b T67 TgT ¥ HFH T W IAUEAYOT 9gl5 & Sl gl 3R 34
THEAT W HI§ F A GAE A0 g, ot fageh faeafacaredt & aRedd & off ezt & 3rma @
STl U5 Hehdl gl 319 AT &7 3 dhaer fAeaAt 1 qrogshd Q@ & &ar 761, 37 SR TR
X 3R R fadel Hor 3foia e &1 Aregw o a1 §1 3@ avE IR fagel Reaficaret @
gfaeaedf ardreroer saem, af 58 feem F SgaR Adiel fr 3FHE 9dT gl
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Uod $o AT @ =Rt 1 T 3R s 3 3T FaTdl Bl dh SaEUNId H W WHR 3R
Uil & T 99 R 7 dadeT 6 o1 W g, 98 P15 ey BAfa a8 §1 gt # sled Jg7 d&
g T o B il f AT & A F FRfEE o ) R 3R ghE # F a9 o
ST Uy sodt &Y a5 gl I or vy &, 9 ) e 3R s & f@d & A5 o
gl [ehrolel T T A1 TRV o1, dAfdhet fasaa Ig & & heigier $© FohRIcHA® Hhel & dlasie 36
TR & g ¥ Rig T A8 @ O W@ & oAl 3EY off et ¥ 3 FRoAT @ o W &1 s
AT W A TG HI T TMATT o 3 et Sas & F MR 3R 3Taaqw ey He a9 ard 96
o FIfafeTe afhar A 9T 399 & Fis TgAfa g9 & Jva | &1 I8 ufhar Amer Y serea 3R
3T STl § el A fogerd, geledia AR dareer & ST B

IRAAS & & TR IR e HIE & & 38 g W Uod ad 9 @ fGur-faaet oo w1 ¢ 3R aet
qell A 30 W F$ Al W 39w F ARt @ 3nee-ver fFar g1 AT § & S Aver @ sardriosnT
& o H wfad e § AR SHHT I HFeAT H gaars A =ailes afafafdl @ warR @w gsbar g,
38F FAM dh Jgdel H AR GAed Ffhaar Al @ W1 s&fh 30 e 7§ Farer 3o T ¢ 6
e i fafdiest 3iererdl W HeheAl & FThder Sigr § 3R ~arrerdl T RiFAAr e & JAd S § 697 W/
S FeH A 301U S| 3eTeldl & STeil & TTell 9T & THIR IJaednd Rufa g & % war {6
38 A 3Td el & S & AR W AgEd w1 8, S e N swerea & wrfateae
B IR T R S § FT FAT G el FA A TG A Fel A & T dh Faarehet K Agied @
AT G Fee T, a9 deh AgFaat 3R @rell gel W Fare 354 | e AT S Aol & fo 3R
S T &Y IeTeIal H T dlgle # =ararefier o1gr §, ar $H% FdT HROT g

0 F gEdT afAfY fr 3R @ cuFd I TS & § F S ATl & TR W e afafafeat
AT JATAIT AT T & AR 3T 39 W T R T WHR 3R MY 37ererd aF veT o v @ | &, a8
g o9 I @ AR & aac[e AT 319 & % FAT AL 9§ 9T W ¢l SAafh ghehd T § F ga
e @fafd fr RAE 7 =arg o @ 3R @ Gu av ol & garer & garr 3 f& 2021 # 39
AT & FITTIIH SaRT & & SFITae AR $r a5 off| Jg T 3eeor iR g1 I8 our 7487 § &
e & Aot R WEAR W fAEel dererdl A HeweAl & IOR AR FA # o AT FAr aee B
fhergrel I ereldl #F Farrelel f AT R @Er gel B FEET F1ogd A F fr Tose
qgeiheAl H S §l A YLFHAR A FHA R F HRAHA G U by WHR o Fgl g 6 =i
fAgfFadl X St @H AAT 8, 3EH drel fhaT ST 3R wfed 93 arfaiorgs dr famiet s sredr &
A & & Swelt| FaéT GfATa & RIar & q1g 39 g WHR & 3@ 4§ 381G &I Sl Tiige 6 garerd
uel fHe Y 38 Heg 1 Ueh 31 gol [oishreidl|
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