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Administering Change

Gol periodically gets rid of dodgy bureaucrats. That's good. But systemic reforms are
needed.

TOI Editorials

The forced retirement of 10 senior department of telecom officials, some with doubtful integrity, is high-
visibility action, signalling the right message of intolerance to corruption. Since 2014, Gol has retired
around 400 officers for lack of integrity or non-performance. Most were Group A and Group B officers.
Telecom and Railways minister Ashwini Vaishnaw had approved similar disciplinary action on 40
Railways officers earlier. But with nearly 90,000 Group A and 2. 9 lakh Group B employees in position in
central services according to the Seventh Pay Commission, such episodic disciplinary action will not solve
a systemic problem.

Too many mid-career and senior officers have integrity and/or performance deficits and Gol must find
ways to identify and offload them following due process alongside recruiting meritorious replacements.
Everyone enters the system young and there are equal opportunities to progress ahead. But the assured
promotion system irrespective of performance, too many departments performing no significant
functions, and the corrupt nexuses that form over a long career being close to netas and moneyed
interests, all combine to ruin many officers. This is where the National Programme for Civil Services
Capacity Building, approved in April 2021, aiming to reshape post-recruitment training mechanisms and
Gol’s HR policies, is important.

Mid-career appraisals to weed out inept officers will have to proceed concurrently with greater public
service recruitment. Lateral hiring hasn’t taken off with recruits struggling for acceptance and direction.
Only 4% of India’s workforce comprise public servants. Compare this to 22. 5% in the UK, 13. 5% in the
US and 28% in China. State governments must also reform public employment policies. After all,
combined employment of states is much more than Gol and state bureaucracy’s interface with the
ordinary citizen is much larger. Centre and states, with their 444 central PSUs and 1,136 state PSUs,
should also pursue disinvestment more vigorously, and use part of the proceeds to reform
administration. An efficient bureaucracy is key to India’s economic acceleration.
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India’s push for millets and the UN’s recognition of its importance have implications beyond agriculture
and food security. Higher nutrition value apart, millets are food crops most suitable for a warming planet.
As a major producer, India must use the year-long attention to create new markets, mainstream
production, and create pathways for farmers to increase their earnings.

In 2021, India with the support of 72 countries piloted the proposal in the UN to declare 2023 as the
International Year of Millets. This recognition will raise the profile of bajra, drawing on its high
nutritional value and low-environmental footprints. Millets require much less water and fertilisers. They
are drought-resistant and can grow in temperatures as high as 46°C. Their nutritional value, and that
they are grown in 130 countries including India, the US, China, Argentina, Nigeria and Sudan, gives it an
edge over other grains especially with supply disruptions due to Covid and the war in Ukraine. As a major
producer, with 41% of global production, India should be able to leverage the increased interest among
foreign buyers. Despite steady growth in production, in 2021-22, production was at 15. 92 million metric
tonnes, a 27% increase over the previous year, only 1% of harvested millets were exported.

Gol and agriculture agencies need to work with farmers or farm producer organisations to tap this
emerging market. India must focus its efforts on introducing standards, increased R&D for improving
strains of millets and use. This will help increase export potential. Millets also provide an avenue for
collaborative action. India’s proposal for G20 to set up the International Millet Initiative for Research and
Awareness is a good move.
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A welcome move

The Centre’s taking up the burden for free food grain distribution in 2023 will provide
relief to States.

Editorial
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The Government has decided not to extend the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana,
(PMGKY), a scheme that ran between April
2020 to December 2022 (except for a short
period in between), and provided additional
allocation of food grains, i.e., rice or wheat from
the central pool at five kilograms a month free
of cost to beneficiaries under the National Food
Security Act (NFSA). PMGKY absorbed the
shock of the pandemic for the extreme poor and
also brought in political dividends for the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party in many States that had
elections this year, including Uttar Pradesh in
particular. While discontinuing the scheme, the
Government has said that it will bear the
expenses of food grains under the NFSA for
2023 and ensure free ration under the Act for
the estimated 81.35 crore beneficiaries for that year. In other words, ration card holders can now avail 5
kg of wheat or rice per month for free rather than at a subsidised rate, while Antyodaya Anna Yojana
cardholders will receive 35 kg of free food grains. As the estimated number of 81.35 crore beneficiaries is
still based on Census 2011 numbers and Public Distribution System entitlements have been limited to
ration card holders and quotas framed by the Union Government, some States have gone on to expand
benefits to others through the NFSA and other schemes. By taking on the burden of the expenditure for
this distribution, the Union government, which has estimated an additional amount of X2 lakh crore for
the scheme, has provided limited but welcome relief in monetary terms for States.

While the expenditure numbers on food distribution and subsidy provisions seem fiscally expensive, the
schemes have provided distress relief to the most needy, helped the Government control its food buffer
stocks better, and also reduced wastage of procured food grains at a time when procurement figures for
rice and wheat by the Food Corporation of India remain high. The PDS and the PMGKY have not only
enabled basic food security but have also acted as income transfers for the poor by allowing them to buy
other commodities that they could not have afforded if not for the benefits. There is, of course, the
question of whether targeted distribution, including the identification of priority households and the
“poorest of the poor”, has really helped the benefits reaching the deserving with concerns about
diversion of foodgrains. But as rights activists have argued, the more robust solution could be a
universalisation of the PDS, which has already worked well in a few States such as Tamil Nadu, as the
scheme would be availed by anyone in need instead of a flawed targeting system.
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& FAUTHN Tod HT FFARY gt & foF 38 @15 o aAeie o@r o Aiv| 3redd df & Aeie & 9d
S o HIg THT HH gl ANV, T a8 Ga 30 IR 30 IRER & RO T Fh| FIR T
ey Frufa emae fanel off qor & =781 €1 sufAT S oo g 319a $ieTel & 9aY &Y U # 3ETH §, 350
ST 3Ty el T fIFAeRT TR&RT W 31T Al g1 38T giffica &1 faalg aal & #Aede @ 7Rd &
USET Wied & Hieled o] FhdT a1dm AT| 37 EhR S Hifaeriaeh sregar § o ag fhedr & @ de &
el &1 38 36aRT # i & T @Wieg &t Aofell & ded g8 IR safed 1 g1 Al arel foholl 31eret
39y T STl @ 81 3(cAd N IRaRT & HAeT A & dgd 9fd 9Rar 3| el s
3UESE AT ST ¥l Wledles FRET Folell & g dMael, g IR A 3ersT & fow sharer i, ar 3R
T FAC 9IS fhell TR STl AT @I 8, Siafeh 3icded Motell H 3feflsl Hwd AT ST &1 PRI Hrel
A e A JUFHA TG FHoAT0T ASTAT & T 31 Aol ATt & HTARFT Irer fohell 7ATsT HFA 3Tclets
AT Y& FoRAT T, ST AT =N & F&cd U 30 FElel Tedl & & 2

3} dg WEHR A FUEAHA TG FoA10T Dfell HT 3T 7 Tl F TSET Tieg ot At 3R 3icdiea
ST & dgd A arel 31Tl & fadRor & 31afr v arer 3R o1 & &1 39 3lsl & AU spordrer =fgr
AT TS| Il HF TRAT ST ERIN THR HT el ¢ o Hld Al s A9 o@ el & 59
ASTAT T o1 AT 3R 37 W FAT & I@ FT FUT & T@I 309N, [T TWHR g FEf| Fedes
$AY IS T TG AEA A EI3HA, PRIAT & g Al & Teld Igd TR AT SRISHIR g 7T 3R Fgelf
1 HH-UYT 5 @ AT W F ggd ol § I i F&A A ey g1 3% WHA & aFd & HISiA P
Hehe YeT & 1| 3o STl IETTAT TRHPR T A Hilcd &1 FIN Fg Farer T o o1 g3 ¢ o5
$H TNE Sceil JS1 EEN I TWHR Hd b HFA IR 3Tele] H & Heholl ¢l o qer dr 3w @
It e Hrd & T W R @ 3R & [Aers Jeardy o A9urgea ot 3uelets Fe Hr A 8,
3 A Tl 364 TS &

o S Al @ FMAR AR faed @AY Fahih A IRIGH--Ube A @8 @1 g1 30 e
HEE & YA W EH AT T FE@ 37 U T o W §1 56 e Hioler AR diwor Heehr gatforar
ST Feall ST @I 81 3cdieel & A H 3 Wos | &1 SAIT Weg FRET A1 da fiar Fmefmids gl
faAwer EMAR g ¢ W@ € % 39 @HEr @ 9R 9 1 JE A § 6 g gy A we A #IR
$H ge] T THeIT Hided ol g5 1 TR 3N @A & Ioftd H FHeel ofchl &, Wi el Fofoh IRV
TSt FT HEAHS Gleed Fel @ AT T XA §, FIN ghIhd TET § T & AT I FHEAT 96 W ¢
Selch FHTUT & foIU T USiiifde sToneliad $I ST gl
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Aleloeq HATHT

HqaFeR 23, 2022 #HT geg 3iier AT SEege 3
Afwa A (), Redl & IHTARY 77 78 o7
qdr Fell foh SAER ofF & Hgel el § AJST A
Rare 787 e Wi R [feer dex, 3= e &
i NAE I3 o9l T &S wisa 7@ ol W &
A dh3T fAEcH & RER & & 93g fHar ar
HGH T3 W & T o g9 ¥ el v W
39 gHel H T 4 aIg FALSI T BTer Iy gl
H A & | ghE A TEH F 200 I3 9 H
ORIy hr Aer Y| 3@ fobee wid A $ITcAleT Fe
F Fgl ATl grenfe gfem o e @ mwr @
IR fonar|

gA BfSee o & ® W €l e¥eie @ Shar Imare

g1 9T g1 Agel AT U fFeeh W gl gfaar gifer
Tl 3T 1S off AT AT 2T WSSEH § T F ORI A6 I ThdT, dAfdhed A IAIT o g1 o |
gl IS o gAR IfFded Shael A dTehgiich a Tohel g1 9T $© U doh @A & STl ST HebeTl &
gfeher, afdier, gfecdr, g =, 99 &1 o 3MH a1 g TS §I dF His A AR AJIW § ol WA
THA o, HISS HISH g SETE §| HFN WY AT HRh WY T & AAT L1 8, Ig TSET FRaT
O 37 Heer o oo 147 §1 AigeR ORTEN Fandt 1 ST RN H SR I & o F AT IR FA
HI ST &1 g T & AeyH @ FAS # fA9e YeT Xl &1 TAHNRST 2020 & RAE & AR 1A
af 50 goIR & ol 3 TSR HIA F ¥ HRA # IASeE VI WS IRY AN R H FHET w7e0
g, T §Y O%M T FHEAT gl Bsiel P I SATEIAAA HT 2021 # FeToic HEH RUIE & HfaR
AIFST FHIgH & HROT 7 fQae o1 JohaneT g3m, st 2019 & RANE e 0 Fehdlred & w17 T ¢

fafeer Sro@re 3 ¢Fg WS i & U agsl & Facaid JIHEN FI 3adsd eRee f&ar B
STollel & HAAW STATY o A FH 37 A1 IR T a0 soaeiae e J g-W Far &1 3nfds &
¥ IRA TR ard HcBit o Iefoas qaregia @il @ TRAe fHar| AgeR IR TSI GI&T
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e aliel @ wnfaa war 8, fowd d@arfed 3wy 3R gt a5e USA A AW ATH uIed e
3R et & T 39ems FHT 3ucey wE, I, 3ednt AR wer dr e R @ e e,
St H@en3tt # ST FX Ageaqol & FN G &A1 GAT | BREIRA & Aideiern AR AN &F &
& TsgeardY Sidr YHFAITT oo 3T 821 6 a1g Fr TardeprelsT BIvom, T 3R TIs¢ 3EEI0r & R
H 3 de Hs ST Yieaed Tae el ¢l HRd WHER o oo Heaifahr el sfafaaa, 2008 &
AT WEIRET 3o 1 TG TColll & & A F ot & v afaa fmar g, e wamver 2004 # g
g1 2018 & 3MeT UIeFAT TFE HI T IR fhar arar 3R 2020 & 38 ded #H 92T har m| oifes &
o e o foram arr o1| 319 go: 'BfSieel adietel ST Wieaer foer, 2022' Y 3T Siefal & FHAd & fow
Solerclioteh 3R FaeTr WA Farerd 1 dearge 9T STl AT g1 AT 37Rrer A1 %is A el & foT
I T U I fIHET F Ageaqol ST H WA WA F AT A SERA AT (dRSF Td s1ed) H
SR 8, ofehet s@d &S el g § o AISaN &l & AFel # AR favg & forae argere & oot
& WY TT &l $HF F3 HROT §| TG G O WSREIH H FEeH GASA & qe; o 57 He H g &
hH dolc AT | GO, TR WY & aR & o df o6l i qgfaa gasr g, 3R & & s@a v sam9s
TAIR-JAR & fohar o @ gl

FAR WHRT TTSold HASIR g Fifch &) g7 J9 Bice shiaTed Td WHRT gfasareT 39 Bfoee
SIEH A AT el & [T ~geiad IR @ A ¢, T ) W/ecas 3R IRicer @eea Hr suger
A & foIU gl / IR sdE [ HFd 39T WO, ) AN @R A verasi / 3wedt 3R
ITAITRATIT & AT T&HUT @ A FRAT 761 S8 §, T) &7 39 e A FASar fFe = & s 7
FA @ w4 Ffad §1 A 3oy @ F57 & v 3R 99 vd WEHER A A seorrfFd i ST g,
Y & Al f3foicer gdeTer srer Wieaee The off ST §, el §H WIse N & ofsel & fav IR @
qIda U9 S G AIgaN gHA Udhel H HETH il
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A ATl HT YeER F FTHEY g B R

Ffoer doret, (e 3R AfFAr vl swerar )

I T g H AR FoAdT Iiel I THR 3T & 3R g AGT S & TUHAAAT § §, a9 T TR H 8
&eH Md, I IR TRE & HedoT & i FANT @ gl hae g€ @ & Guesa d1 arAi@edr &
TEH IW @ B o6l (R & Hedor HR 3eTehl HHGA HI SEET Fel & 36T T F IRAdThRT
AT & HT| g4l feor & Bie 3R R fhamEr & gerfeddeator &1 feem & vah 3R FeA :5o|<3|§'(f:so-sio3|

6



.‘/ \g py
AFV www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (26-Dec-22)

39 fAEH, I AR 36T A Serar o7 T &1ST 36/T ¢l fAded A Agcd oA & AT 2018 &1 3egiay
'HieT 3l oy AT Far arl Iy &, A1 3T @ & & qwur fAva 3if@aer & off enfAae fFam
TUTTHAT g AGT & 31U TAET & T W & T IS¢ ATl 2023 1 'HaWsET fAcieqw a¥ & &7 &
HAT T &l fAeH &1 & el A qgae & I & F9d HF G o F o T IR ranar H
ERIT| I 3T THER dgalel 3R AT d1 H IUF &7 F AHGR @y grem|

Al 3T Wiedr & gAR AAfAT Hiee &1 ffFdm W® ©1 grenfsh, 203 TE H drae AR G A el oadr
o SThT APAIAT HT HH FT AT AT, Afehed 3T A 37T doil F A9l T gl a7 @ &1 TTT TUTHAT
& Ao # Poey FOf@a s O afde @ &1 2023 & Peled a¥ i ugareT & T g & ded 20
fRHe 1 WEHER & "l & U wF o & e o R ar, S A e @ 9 e A @
Rear A IS Aeey a¥ F I8 9 fFar & § F aRa Y reaetar & ¢ & g arel -20 fir
Yot F AT & cdore off WY S| TEEAEAT 30 ‘AT Y a1 FEIHA H Al 3T & g et 7
SRSl dGId & oI SA-3Meeld Tl HI TR-IR 9Td I &1 IR H 9 P Al AgAT 37ar
TSETETeT 3T §, O TUEAT H FIfAT WwW § F 378 R T arel chotait § Foleq T I choleT oY
iAol 8f1 T§ AT ST el TET B

fAclcH @reg grem &1 Tite & o Hohr Ageaqel &1 Q¥ gferdr & Sorarg qIRace & HROT Y@ H FAEIT
AR TG T &1 [oTel & T off ol @ oy FRar o @7 81 00 #, a8 a7y i A § 5 @ wa
F go@r A, S OvE det ¥ R @ 3N O S uel A mua o Fw @ A &, el &
3R ATFT ot Sl @1 A Aot NG IR Arae W AT AT FA F # 8 T g1 A gereTE
& WIpfdeh Wl &I deldr &7 & AT & o HeeaRk ey giel, Fifh o wact # Hg wF o9 g,
S a@ Al @ SleARrehl @l o ®H giar &1 30 g & hamel $r Scures-eerd it #ar gl

AocH W ©3H gId §, Fifeh goidl AeRed, Bsad iR GV ded HUEThd ST 3ifte AET & gid &
U A, S H IS Fs AYA & AJeNl IR T 35 A FANNT qedt F AT I IS A FRIGHS
AIfSe BTl 3R 3T Gag H YR Aelcd ¥ ad §, of &g ARG & a9 Fhd gl 58 daad 4
HICTAT, UTeeT T HHEAT, Hloeciol IR AYAG Fath v A Il &1 T doie & foh ST IHeTlail T UTell
# S SN AR g1 I §1 HRA & 2021-22 # 38 o a¥ &1 Jofell H SRl 3cules # 27 iderd
T el aor FS Bl ARaw Scuesd H orenr 41 gfawrd B efHAlAd fEdelr & WY #Ra g #
JToRT & 30T Icdlgahl H & T gl THR & TN F Al Al o 39NN g8 AR wdd a6 &
BT SEAATT & HIY SH WG WHA HT 3HEH 3T delled H FAag AN SIS & 3 i H g Al
ST @ e F 3OS U H JI FT dAIfeU, dlfch AR AR, Ta¥Y ARd, &y A
AR GRAgTel fhaT &1 JUT WHR & T
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