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Apart From Apathy

Urban voting is low in part because politicians don’t have too many deliverables for
middle classes

TOI Editorials

The EC didn’t mince words. “Urban (voter) apathy continues unabated from Shimla to Surat,” it said on
Saturday. In Shimla, the turnout was more than 10 percentage points lower than Himachal’'s state
average of 75. 6%. The trend held in the first phase of Gujarat polls where the urban turnout was lower
than the surrounding rural areas. The urban turnout in the first phase in Gujarat was also lower than the
same in 2017. In Delhi’s local polls, better-off classes largely stayed away.

The trend is not new. In the first three decades of elections, the relative participation of urban voters was
greater. The gap between urban and rural turnout has widened since the 1980s. “Urban apathy” isn’t
irrelevant - urban India contributes to 60% of GDP and a very high proportion of taxes. As this paper has
argued, improvement in urban governance has been hindered by the political executive holding back on
the transfer of power to urban bodies envisaged three decades ago in the Constitution’s 74th amendment.

There are certain unique factors about India’s urban governance that are relevant to voter turnout.
Political scientists have used surveys and election data to study the plausible reasons for the lower
turnout in urban areas. The common thread running through some of the studies is that rural turnout is
positively influenced by a more pronounced emphasis on group mobilisation and a greater need for the
intervention of politicians to compensate for state failure. The second aspect is relevant even within
urban centres. For example, in Delhi’s 2020 assembly election the turnout in New Delhi, the seat of the
government, was 52. 15%, almost 20 percentage points lower than some constituencies with large slum
clusters. Poorer urban Indians still need politicians to improve some services. Better-off classes, who can
insulate themselves somewhat from civic non-governance, don’t have a lot of incentive.

That the urban-rural vote divide is not decreasing even in national polls - where supposedly ‘big’ issues
familiar to middle classes are debated - tells us that it’s not apathy or not just apathy that keeps better off
city Indians from voting. There’s nothing wrong in electoral politics focussing on the rural areas, and
more so on lower-income rural poor. But the disconnect between city middleclassesand elections is still
something politicians should think about.
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Faith and freedom

Freedom of religion is protected when state keeps away from matters of faith
Editorial

Protracted litigation in the name of combating forcible religious conversion is taking up valuable time of
courts. The Supreme Court is hearing a purported Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking action to curb
deceitful religious conversion in the country. Not wanting to be left behind, the Gujarat government is
seeking the removal of a stay on a provision in its anti-conversion law that requires prior permission
from the District Magistrate for any conversion done “directly or indirectly”. The Gujarat High Court had
correctly stayed Section 5 of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion Act, 2003 (amended in 2021 to include
‘conversion by marriage’), while also staying the operation of other provisions that sought to cover inter-
faith marriages as instances of illegal conversion. The High Court had noted that the prior permission
requirement would force someone to disclose one’s religious belief or any change of faith, contrary to
Supreme Court rulings that say marriage and faith involve an individual’s choice. In a strange claim,
Gujarat argues that the stay on Section 5 is affecting even genuine inter-faith marriages that involve no
fraud or coercion, as those who usually solemnise such marriages are unable to do so. This is based on a
claim that the prior permission requirement obviates the need to question the genuine nature of the
conversion, if any, consequent upon an inter-religious marriage.

No one would buy the claim that the provision enables voluntary conversion. Freedom of religion is
protected only when no questions are raised and no suspicion entertained based on the mere fact that an
inter-faith marriage has taken place. Common sense would suggest that forcing someone to disclose an
intent to change one’s faith violates freedom of conscience and the right to privacy. Also, when a separate
appeal against the High Court’s interim orders staying the provisions is pending before the Supreme
Court, there was no need for the State government’s petition seeking to revive the prior permission
requirement as part of the ongoing hearing on the PIL against religious conversions. On the larger issue,
the observations of a Supreme Court Bench headed by Justice M.R. Shah to the effect that religious
conversion through “allurement” or charity work is a serious problem indicate an eagerness to goad the
Government into coming up with anti-conversion measures on a national scale. It is questionable
whether courts should entertain exaggerated allegations of rampant fraudulent conversions across the
country, instead of leaving it to States to identify the extent of the problem, if any, and adopt steps to
protect religious freedom and communal harmony.
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aﬁa w Date:06-12-22
s Tel o &F al AIfdal W 34T gem
HUIehT

f3foee ek o off 3R 31iehs @WEY o gf o o o =Nfaal | o1 Tehell, o7 & NIk fashra v arfer AR
U STel S U # S a1 & @ér R oar e &1 g1 =1 a¥ #7 g@l A (Sers-fAdeR) &
e 3ihs 56 1 A1 3R SFAIT A &1 30F R RAfAATT (FAegheaian) & e @ fod a¥ &
gl FTT & HPE 4.3% TE § Sl H HI 4.6% T¢I g1 TgT TR § Aok 99 & 36[AR TWoel 17
A 7 Fed A f wlhe F FAR e g5 &1 0N A R F gefr R FH o wwh §2 39 uE
3oc HN H GhrE & &1 of| FGF HIY HATGRT HT gl TS TEEIAC HiehsT adral § o 58 fA#Adr #
TUH, GER U T TdelgeT #1 3cUlest TS Aol & S @lel & Hehleol HF RN 3T favageig ad o
& FEd © T 3 AT SIRY U AT 3R T AT W o g T HA The H BHEel a5 TS| HY JeFeX
dr el 9HE IR-BEeT i §- gueleT @ ST | URN, Tell, & % aF A 6N e ¥ g¥ W
3R 93T, fSHAT golg A A - AR ST & H 10| R oFd aRE & FROT IJg A e &7
e W &7 & far #1 3ihsT HA §¢ Hehdl §? ST AT, AT & AR HRT # R R # 3iad
U a1 e g T ASIEAT T IUItAT g1 T FANT IR WET T el arel 37 G # g W gl gy
I ST TR RAT haT ST vl 82 37T 8 S & Wiey @Ud & 11 Aol QWA 37TehsT & Arferar oe
gl

Date:06-12-22

T 7 s a7 3R We-31T & 9¢d @d & AR

HIEET Y, ( AP HRAT Torea Qar AfAHRT )

3



ME 5 www.afeias.com | 4

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (06-Dec-22)

oo 7w AFA-td & Thedrgasd Jaqur JdRer-faaes & &7 #
HRT &I U F31 FAEIE A og HX dF 6, do-ghe T Jel Ig
Uhe Ugell AT 3ARerdes &, 08 @@ g & & &7 & ganr
f3omsst fonam 3R g=rar = g1 39 AeRerer Rfyd & $r ase @
dfea foraT T o1l fawA-TH T AF AHENOT [AEHH ARETS & A
R fohar I gl

THORE AHG T T-39 a8 [{ea-tg &1 dea Far o1, g8
Yo Ryd &1 304 Uhe & ¥l sa & v ffr [
doheiter &I 39dT fRar AR 38R ATFHR{T T & v FHee
BrgeR gged fRaTl A 33U Iy dieaifardr i Aol 7 s g
Udhe H HeH-80 ST FT cHTH UT| olied & dIg Te & fAslel # Uhe gzl & 89.5 favelldeT g Tell
I AT

TR TS 8T T TTAT &1 3T §AR A Sl ARETATAT I aTell HI AR & o @ar forar AR T
FATATST H &H cATAIR F:T| HF dPTd A T9F RAT G F I §, 39hT v Faer 60 ¥ s
HI &1 ofchel FTAF-ZHIAAT T 10 3R SloR T & Asied AT @I ar, S foh gfam & 440 3R SloR &
ISTET FT Aol &l gfaerd g1 330 d T9F AFex & Feh a7 Hr Fgnfar sad sa & geaR & &9 &
& 2 2020 F #ARA WHR o T JaeX H ol & & fov @ Gam 3 urer e & aga s
HFEITEl T Yohe 3R VCABCH el &1 AT & & 75| Wgde HFufaar haor Uskhe IR Aeorsed &
8T 9T Thcht off, sfed 3¢ diea o X Tohct il a8 AT & dga swRT off 3@ A Feafaai Fr e
BATIEST & 3uer & Al &Il Bl &F & died 3R 30w wE-afafaftt & HeRer we 3R
390 AT & U 3BT AATaT TIT JARG U3 3ARZAAA HeX AT 5A-TIF T T F 318 &1

fashA-tH & dica & U A TE-IAARGT & Uh A0 SR HT Y3 H AT &1 37 8T H YA & gegen!
T TEIT 9¢ W gl 68 W U-IgH AT dgar g, 30 Jhe 3R 3% Ueh ST gy g, der 57 AT ar
STHIAT T T P IR § AT TIF ¥ 9Ied 31T &1 399197 Afdes afafafat # s aedr §1 ¥ 99 &
8T H FTIC-HT FeFed SRM-TRA @ Il AlS[eal gl T @I g1 2020 & a1 § 37d b 101 FE-31
WSTELeT a7 goh g1 At & off feeraedy fewms o @ € 3R gfam &1 g 931 Feufrgr diveaay 3R
31T TR & &9 & IR T AR T o1 31T gl &1 THH 3AhT BrIeT Ig & fF TR 3egH
& deTd wA gl dRgw wfaeaut & v aRd 3cafAdt & 3ol derd wF wA [@er g3 AR Ay &
Jgeiaer Ashe Tl gsaT| T & &9 & AT S QA afafafer g @ 8 3 gAR & & asi & fav
ST 3EATT WIidd & Hehell

fahH-TH & ae & S 316 3N N WeATsed & dled T gl ¢ I I @l 9Ra 3R gfaar & s
8T & TART AT AT §| MHST & AN ST AT Hr HET H 4550 FIeI-RAFT Heomsew g1 e
cH a5t # HA F FH 50 goR IR WCeSey dled U ST Thd &1 SHHT Tg Ao ¢ b gl T et
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Tsh U ¥R gISd ANiad gl o @7 §1 TLEHRR H FaReTEl & HRUT Hidel el Hl ] ol
RIAE SIa$ 78 &1 TEREE §7 & TF GETR] Tt F A W@T 8, kT Tg-vaaTene dR gReA
H gEY OId # IHG F G IAT W qAdaR B ST g Hehdl gl 3N de T9d daet A fAs &
Fr Fgfar had SEU F TCARR & FT & & A 2020 HF #ART WHR o T JFeX Hl oy &7 &
forw @ler fgar| gg ganit & fav ve 797 36w Bl

s Date:06-12-22
g T Hehod

R IET

g 9 St & WeA AR Sf-20 H OIFEAGTAT e F IIG ARG H FHA Tgell JoF Y g Tl g
S Oy Ut & R REAT of W El W A U F quY TGN R O Fiel & @ o gl a7 g
ugell doh A @Tel ¥R gl arell ot IR R REy FFATT & Hog T @ 9w ¢ @l weeg i A
NI & Hehe @ I & [T FATG cTaedT &1 3R I 61 & Hehed ol §l 5o dohl H AL
® @ aRgw fawr, aAfger fem, aR, ssermRr, nfds-fade, JeeR, aepfd, R, Rem e
fawat @ enfier famam T §1 51 fawat W e aw Ao & MR )RR wees & e afFafad
@ HAA BHS W IEAT S GHIM| Ggell Joh H TR A amr o SR Fge & dre g
IR Fhe &F AR T IR I &l 80 R dRad 70T A gef¥ g5 &, Aohd &I FHAR g, HAurHIfa 9
IR VPR & et 38 &1 59 U @ IR g & fAT A0 G&ed & AT 319 T HT ITWI &1 39
HfoeT N 7 57 Hoheu & T@IaS & Jgad Fr 37 Sl B

Sf-20 &1 HERd "R & Aeen safav o Fgeaqet & & e e & da aA & s8hr %
TR 30T &@ & §1 T & & 93 3 o o120 FWaroe F § 3R 9% @ g & ar foers
Jmerer @ gfafaftcd ar g1 gfaar & gari eSS, e Brae dftas SR 3R e B
qéT Si-20 &2ff & U gl [ATcE 3dd &TAdEe ¢¥ PR fAd #R FE HY ar 3w e T 3T
ST HH AG AT ST Fobdl| HIR TH-shel Jof IR WA dr tHOhRaEr Afdal & Tod IIR-
aforey et sarat & a1er 3cue gs &1 @ed Riar 1 ard & & faeg & 3mqfed Qfaen aifda gs &1 e
T T ARG &1 I BFar § 3R a8 AR T TaE W 37 1 Far @T §, ST JATH 2 & 35
¢ fr 9Ra 3R IRar § 9 Y, A Gl F @I SHA il R RRIA SR I BT AR Ta
Y XU YA FIAT T@T &1 SN-20 F IETETAT e F aIC 9RA T Ig ey 3R s S & B ag
3Tk faehre T TG A 317 aTell AR P gT el HT JAH A
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Tgoll 95 H ARG & WA o R & ST fF 39er F a8 # dgola T fGem & daa & 36 ddhe 4
STedl 3aXT S Fehell g1 SM-20 ST & AR WER AMIR-aA0eT & Red At gial, o Famsides & R
e AP X WA IHH FHRIcAT IR TS| 3T ARG ge o HEIS, RIS, @Ry
glawmsi, e, el S T8 YT F e Ao S gHlfadr FT @HAT FOIET £l 39 fGur H 9w
Aol Jel 3T Fha §, o9 gogaT fagel fAder 3R FATa & agar e Sh-20 gef & a aredd
38 fum A g AdiSl g1l e a1 Al A€ HEN ST Fercll SM-20 F Hexg At & @wad IR
3G T a e AT ART & UIH g, AU 39 [OFAGR! &l dg TEEg o2lf & Iy e &
fITHCE T dgaK 398X & ¥9 H dGol TohdT gl

Live
feccadra

o .com Date:06-12-22

eatT forarell Y deT 3R AAfa 3mET i 3eqeET

3 1'mﬁma§mmwmmwm
Wﬁm&ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ@rn@aﬁwzﬁ%l
1 o ST T TG FS TSI WERT @RI el Hed F
W T wTd (5T WER gaRT Bt HeE) e
T FAT SHPT dlell 36IeI0T g1 ATl 2022- 2.3 &
| T I & e A 15 93 o e 1 SRl @
TS ¥ Ig Haer g HT HEIETdr arer IE
HATHC I Hidelc FAS GarT FAT J1AT g1 FAT o
PR AT § & e HI 3cUed oRtd 162 9

* - gfd fFdea @l eBEd, $N aFld #ea & 3R
wﬁa@aﬁaﬁrmﬁar@raﬁr% ﬁlehdd&ﬁydlrdlﬁiqﬁmawﬁwmﬁaﬁr
AT 280 TUY 3ThT 1S B, STelfeh QATESIGIYN ol AT FEATA & HATiSeh, Ig oo 301 T9d g1 e Ty
YR W AeAT el aferd AR A AT & AT Iodr fohamaAl T FHEfd F gRedled IR F E ¢ 2
AT FE Aol a1 FE N § T o Hed mler & 3l 3 9g Read § AR T W9 AR F 9
seasr i g o o ¥

| -fn

"PIR el el HIST 1966 H WA & e Iowl & Hed o e & oA ‘B U5 Regenfea gsa
Al THIRUT T |AT TRAT| Ggel Fg THACHD @RI AT FRIT ST AT| R Bioed & decd Ioeat T HAT
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dI AT FAY BF Al A A IWAT USdl AT | Teel 39 AT oA FHed, oo H SHG fhae gt
Aer A, d 38 W fhdar Hed 3ndr, T H gl W 3uHlEdr F R fiad ) oD AT @ 8
3YMFAT Gt SoR A fhd e W Al @l W@ 8, o @ @l 1 Repadl fhcdelt § 3R 90 & @g-
3cUrel oY AT, @S g H @ 81 aTell 3 | d9 Yol & A & AU sEddA 8 arel Ut YelsT
# g U7l oo &5 a5t & THRT WicdseT & il H Tl &I © AT T 20 TS 8ol T AT
g, sAfaT adae are] fad a¥ & vddrer 1 AT A oY Sl i TS g1 3/ 63.45 FWI fd WX &
JeraT 65 9 9fd oiiex R am=m &

aret faarg aifea FRiaa $r AERAT & da g, s HRUT 3 96T WHR AT Hoddh ToT THRT o
T T ¥ FARR A fGAr g1 AT 3T F1 Aer § R A 3eher # AU ogE & v e
A H g W AR Tl 97 gote ¢, TOEH FE The F ek ¥ IR @ | & A Al gud &
HAReEFT AT 7 gl & Tace AR Teal HT Wl & ThaT TG ST W ¢l FRASET T B IR &
smlda?rq&dgtfua—ﬁ F cH H el AT FI ST AT ST TsT THUY Felhd AfaRead & &7 &l
IR g, 5% FrAGel o VAT o el & g QU g

Y FAMAh & IR IR fhamEr Hr fe-Td T AgaAd H1 Adlem § & qRd favg &1 q&d a1 e
3culesh g 3usledl § AR g@y AR @ @iae B 6RA & wld g s fRae iR 50 o FHere-
3PS HolGY SH 36NN § el SN Telld &1 Ig 3T A=Al T Teh o I 39 6T HaAls
T g

WW*W@QF?WW%W@WHHQ?%%I g, offchel $aTcTiel T ol Aol
ATl &l 9T JATAd gl Fgel Bl dl ool HT B 796 BHA' Pgelldl &, olfched AXAdDdT Ig ¢ h
el A ST 7T Ud AgAd BT 3USH W T AT ISl §, 3Tl & dofd 3H 30ell 30T T H{od
I & T @ FAT 95T ¢, gt AelE BiAe F AR, Bd # 9gan aw F 14 T F s Fe
HTTelehl 1 ThaTil T Il Fall S 8, 3TUT 38 I olfeicd HATcled T 15 i HIeller &1 e &
SATST ol T UIGHTA &, oifchel el ATl 3R HERT Hr Fe 8910 & 37 7 FF FT sgagR H 3aRT
&1 ST

7



