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Partly Equal

Good call by BCCI. Women'’s cricket needs more
TOI Editorials

BCCI's decision to implement pay parity in match fees for India’s women cricketers is both fair and
congruent with economic logic. It's timed well, too - women’s cricket is witnessing a boost in popularity
after a string of creditable performances in recent years. That even Bollywood is trying to cash in with
biopics on players such as Mithali Raj and Jhulan Goswami is perhaps the best proof.

True, men cricketers still earn higher annual retainer fees and a far greater share of media revenue. But
market imperatives can’t be completely ignored. After all, sports in the electronic and digital media age is
driven by consumer demand and revenue streams. And if the men’s game is more popular or operates on
different parameters than the women'’s version, returns get automatically skewed in favour of the former.
But tennis boldly instituted equal pay in the Grand Slams despite men and women players spending
vastly different game times on court.

The point is inadequate financial incentives discourage girls and women from taking up sports in the first
place, pushing them into stereotypical gendered roles in society. Sport is a tool for empowering girls and
women. There can be no dispute that pay parity ought to be the ultimate goal. Players, administrators and
organisers need to work together to get there, like American women's soccer did earlier this year. BCCI’s

move is a step in the right direction. More needs to be done - an IPL-like tournament for women will help
immensely.

The Economic Tives
Well Bowled, BCCI, Pay Parity Is a Start

Step to reshape consumer preferences

ET Editorials
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India’s cricket board has joined its counterpart in New Zealand to
chip away at gender bias in sport by equalising international match
fees for male and female players. This is a landmark decision for
popularising cricket among women, although men will continue to
earn far more because of a super dense calendar of matches at
various levels in all formats of the game. The other half of the
earnings disparity will, of course, persist till advertising budgets do
not stretch to support a bigger itinerary for women’s cricket. Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has set the ball rolling on
reshaping consumer preferences by equalising playing fees. It also
takes a shot at addressing the discrimination in opportunity that
worsens at the lower levels of the pyramid. Despite these handicaps,
Indian women have put up a remarkable performance in cricket at
the international level.

The board joins administrators of other sports in the country, such as hockey, table tennis and
badminton, apart from the Olympics disciplines that have narrowed gender disparity. The job is easier in
other sports where audiences are smaller. Left to themselves, market forces tend to exacerbate the bias
in earnings, and stronger affirmative action is called for in cricket, which draws an overwhelming share
of sports advertising in the country. Grand Slam tennis is broadening the global audience for skill in the
women’s game as opposed to endurance for men. Viewership of cricket in Indiaplayed by men and
women could evolve on similar lines.

The decision by the richest cricket governing body in the world will carry weight among international
administrators of the game, but it is unlikely to become the norm among playing nations that are dealing
with varying degrees of interest. Cricket has undergone several transformations to keep the spectator
glued to the TV/phone screen. There is a compelling argument among less affluent cricket boards to
conserve the purse for segments of the game that draw the most interest, all of which happen to involve
men.

QAH AfgeT fFdhe & o TUad A Fe@r &
B LICE D)
F5 aW ¥ faeg-ded W AR ARG e F U gacar S W E| S § o gl # apel

ST 3R SloR A ST &1 Uh TRE-YUT FATST & FSThdl o1 Wl H 3T 3T FAST T Gl clieneh
a1 aRomA &1 0@ A fhdhe @ A deur Sl @1 Afger iR qew e HAw o dr s
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AT AR T TATAAT ¢of H Tk 93T heH gl 3737 I ARt & A giad ar & AfhaT 39 W&o, T
3R AT iy cHawer #F gEY WAl F AFE FH R @A F AT a1 W FEAC 38 FHA
TR W W ar a5 fasme iy 3mar 3meel| fha 3Tl FHAAT a9 Aesl S9 Srae-ger off afgar
e 1 38 saIed @ 3eAe @ oW, w7 9¥W e @ d@d §1 9 fee dAT & gt qur @
sl T GoodleT 8 Sl § oAfehed 3T Wedf@Al o1 g Y J87 g1 Ioar F AR afger &7
AR faSTT IcehT Wedr$ §1 3R FHecl, difewsr, de-fafdsr, dfaw 3R Ssffica afed sms et A
HRNT ARt 3NfAfe ueeh o Fehl § aF Fao TRV fhae & ufdr & FT g Yon-#1a? HE Ig el
$T drehd FT AT ar AGI?

s Date:29-10-22

SST9TH YT ST

UG

ST HFE GATdl 3oHTE H el ST ¢ [ Ardoiioten HAl & &A1 diel A1 AR Fa1 g sl =@1igv]
Ao $6 &% § 39 63 A TG q Sy R FAUR Sllel F1 GI6 dT 3 §, do8 0 S H
are-d 3 S B, TS wAfeed de-ae &1 @are o oo o Sirar 1 U@ SuEl B dY e e
galea ~a e o @Y ARmeel el i 3R T3t & 396 dieditae Jdier I fgars o a3,
TSTie safaT fhdll e&, Sifd, ee & o 3R gfduel w el sgfedqera feeaforar wa @ aRker
d8 A T 3% W $IS Fefeh HNarg g g Ul IR 3 ARG A3 1 FATSEE! qél &
AT JHTSTH WI & AHS T FT T [AA| STH T FI 9SHS 3R ABIA HIVOT S 6T Tolg § el =R
feam aran| 37¢ Ued g9R FUU AT FHAT IR AT AT e HT T FAS IS g1 THY FHATSERT TIE
TSTeiideh ohs 3R MA@ & HiaST W FA7 I 9SaN, dg 3791 ol g, HIN Hgedqul Ig & o 0
e q TSAAN3I o TTTIoTeish R Tellehcliiaeh ST T 3HA I HT AR =il B

STl # gfdeded! 9N herel FIell, 3T HIAAT Dl TTHA ol IR AW TR AT ITeld gl AT ST
gfesh fauel ol & o Jg 3M9em & Sl § fo I Tamer & ad N, hae IR FHes F 3ERd
Tt & @A 3EreT 3610 AR 38T Y T JATer gl &1 el 9T & &Y g Sar #7 9faeR
fohar S @har &, aar & AfFAt 1 A FAr S dwar g, sfed JE dihdiFed dUH @ &1 IR F6
TSToAlcIeh Gof AT o6 g fob Tar 9&7 a1 39« gfagelt & e o [Sdell Hgdr AT FT SEAATS el
fSdaT @ 3T A3 W AFAIT §H H3T, 3daT 8T IeTohl SR F¢3| agqaﬁragamwﬁ
g¢ g gl 3 o Hhaol fuadl, sfcw TaT UaT & AT 1 SIaT gAY F T H Y TE-UG H M,
HSHS AR AT Bl dTel T G FoR T &l T § Headedd HRX T Hi aEEr R oy
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FHAHOT g fhT S o@ €, a9 @ TF Hol fT Sre- 3 IS 1 S AdIHT A ST W RS A &
T TE S Bl oH G o o 34 i F o A% g8 & Safent § @ae afFaera deg feoaforar i
oY, dfedh TUHAHAT & W&ew 3 8T 391

HIE @ gAld TR & FAG U Sl arel Al 3R 3mufdsieiss sO= & W $3 FRarg wa H
AR fAaTeeT 3T &l §, HIR g8 TG 9= el # Aol ST WEell g1 3R O 9] o ol Herear
fFaT ST 8, df 98 oid AT dP eTaddl H el IgdT 3R ’dd: I3 grfad 8iar &l ST FT oIdiel §
fF TAAAN T JATA FadT AT ¢l oo Gl Fala ~aareay 3 0 996 & Qo Tad: TA Ja
FRAS o A W g & WA HeRIEACHD HRATS Il HT I T d« & 30 &=t ¢ 6 31«
TSTAT A SISTed T S TH FIeA HT RN WV AT ITTH TN A1 Al T & AR w1 T&o Fen
g1 FIR TSR & NN F AT H Fa a4 §U & [ 0 Iselar & g H g, A FA1 396 [Werw ol
Fefl T I FRAS g arwed
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HATAGT FT A
S

FARTSET TR W fhehe & ST 516 91 YT 8, 38H 38 dOR 3R FAS & g 4 o v 358 T
& AR W W ST B FIN § Y AT & T g 9w 3R AfRen fhee fenfsal & dra & mEe W
I et | gTelfeh ofd AT @ g HaATe 3SMAT Sl @7 AT foh 50 Wl & @1 o Fehleol AGT3
FH AEIdET 8T ST FT IMYR AT 8! FAT 3TF NS ARA3N FT FF Feh 3ohel HT AT Tl IdT Toldl
§? FT 37 Qo I UcgeT HASHIT #1gT ¢? 35U Taldl HI HIg 3fad STara Jgr g Tohar a1 fh sa fgem
A ey 3R Afgen WAl & &iT g7 TR R [ oA & AU ST HeH 30T SU| 3 HRAT fhehe
shelel SIS o TholgTel Yoeh & HTHS H IR H TeA A & [T Teh 93 HheH HT GIvom HT g i &
3N F TRAR & Hgl 7 fh g7 30l eqafea fehdisng afgen hehedt & fAv da gAETar & Afd
AW FT T 8 TRV AR Al Bhehedt, il & faw At w1 B gAE gel, #ith g7 ARAT e A
AT FATAAT & AT JIT A G W F B

IJg ARAIT fohae & sfagg & e 371 3R IFRIcHS FeH §, 5|<4i|'3hﬂwqu Ugo @ ST IIeT AT| g
39t 39 A fAfT cgaedr O f & R W T & e ¥ Wil arel elfsdl & i o & AuRor &
NPT I SYITAT F YR Afgeln 3R 2V &1 &l Th Y Wy i o ke 79 & v dgg @
¥UT, Thicaad & oIt ©g o@ 3R &-20 FaseT #Ag & o i @ 90 | & dk W Fed gl
IR ARG Afger ohhexr & fow I8y U ¢ve #Ag & IR @ 3R Tefgadr a1 &-20 & #FgsT U o@
YT AT| SRIF 319 AT Hfgell o] gl & dlg Had Afger & & f@enfsat & st gov @onfzat &
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TR B [Hel, MR g cgaeyr Mhegrer % i #w & A & S19] gIeT| FIeller 3eJaer sy ARr 31
o ugel @ UIRA A & Faries & Aol SRy &, Bra # Ig FAEAr 3l gew 3R Afgen fhehe
Eonfsat & & srall T cTaEAT Y AE] T HT AR TE LI HeHA &

g FHST AR ¢ o Afger et & Ui Ao & NS &1 gofg TEH Aedla T Ig a1 IHAR
T Tl Well 3R gfAar s A W 81 T ool Tg & S § o Afgen fohhe & gelenl & deam df% wa
gicl 8, AT SHHT 3R 3eTeh AgaAdlel W 87 g5l g1 olfehel STq Ueh Wl &1 Hegar erar gey 3R Afger
Fenfzal & for v & &, O 30 AT fFhe & IAST F AT T Hr TFAedr Fadr 82
Rod o Al & SR Afger fhhedl & 3 vediad & g HAel # o adar @ifad & § 3R Al
dA R Al B Roraed 57 Tl F 9E §| 31T, R Tl AT AR IAT 3T ST AR 3mSRt
& 3@ W AR § & 39 fhasr Rar @ forar Srar g1 319 3PR #al J B SReX R HT g T I8
g dr 35elg § % B0 TR W W & HHEe SIS H AR F gh A ST IR W AR HIS
ST AT TTAHCIA &bl AT TR T81 ThAT S|

MW= |
HeEI¢1l
Afgar fhdedt fr dea-ded

HUTGHIT
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AT fohehe ahglel SIS (SAIEN3S) o1 I AT Afaeri@es Aen Seen, s 39 Afger [@enisal w1 gew
fohehext & F@E € A B g Al A FARTar S gite § Fgeafdar (27 3FesR) #ARAT Wol & v
IR IR §e1 15 &1 G T@eisal & sxex Afgen [@onfsat &1 #dw &g & arer #Rd =gsiiels fhhe
a8 & 1 fava &1 gEU SIS I AT | AR H el @ g2AT AR & el et 39 Baer F ardsyg el
agaaaawg’lm%ﬁr%l 3, HAge fohehel 1 5 S HT HeATST Bl & oh IN & Fehel 3 faw
T F1H FF IAST g &1 MRS & FHeisy 7 o ARRer RalRal & v FiFa 78 89 §1 e
T A FEY dF AT W BT &1 &7, AR fohbe & 39 a¥ & 3ShNTT &7 3RS T SeAdh 38 Hl
96T H HECIR BeT| S8 HCATa,aIS i AN GIAUI3T & el & TAE el giol| HFoHA, HiFeq &
fow siftemfee ®2f3d 3R T g Sl 81 3MadR W o5t & Fohael asfhal & fav dfFeq B
AT 12:2 giar g1 e’ g,asfhal & fau o Pufd 396 o & T/ 3R 3 R @ wAR &
HYaN| Thehe oIS & 30 e @ gAY Well T I TS FareAiaeh &1 g1 Heholl € q@R Wl H o @A
arell @Y s Fg B & dreg & fhhe AT R® 0| 580 AfRaa dlv ©W fedhe & 3remar 34
ol & gfdememel RIS 3 @ ferehal, sigi &Tel & aul H 3oTohl Gelel e @1 g1 3eevT & dRk W
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AR A Afgon Renfsai-nlieta, rdr. [y, @ sgdra,#Res a6y 3 7 39 AfFdera vedielt & an
W W & FAS Yeld | T3 o HAA & daole dEELTS o1 Afger AR q29 vl & @ &I
HAT TG @A Wl GEH Afgell fhdhe & AT a1 G0 1 g, Wl & wdqar off 38 R & S
T 91T FY T @ bl §,9Rd H W &1 98 ARSI 9T T, T gehT TdeT g asf & i | & |
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AT T Fold HAUT

31, Afarr AT

5o oot R @ e f6foler & o gead W |, fovee
Sclla & S §T THA TS | HETAG N g H eRdrel &
TEeTh STt ATEY T W TS & FgeT T &l I 2Tl Fo T
ggel 3Ue Holl & QMET X WX A dlell 3H &¢r &I AT o
Tl X B OIT AT| U9 W EX TS S5l I el AR T
TS o & 3T AT o o gl

fgR & & goliR & oY ok Aeifoler osdhr 1 S o H
Githetleh AT 87 THA 3 81 ofghl 1 aMd & el gash @
9H GHIT gl & dad 39 Oan,ALAE AR Reder & Fa &
AT &Y STell| AT WicT o aidiar & o Ueh oISehl &l U=l Holl & SHaTandll el ol &l AT el STt
ST TN UST| TTSHT & HIS o ATEN & 5 ATel dlG 3Tel dge1 @l afordl & o f&2m| ailkcersr § o amdr
F ¢ T & o IRART & T dATdT & ToId AR YA gfd F TTY T8 el Teir a5 AY fia oAt
B F AT W A=l e M 3T A Ay aRder 7 T Hr v GF § TR W o W A A
MAT SRAT &1 SI3TA, 3T & AT Sl of ool T F gealv gk IR 3AENT O § & ameroes 3R
aiRae @ra & dti-gurs FRfaal @ §6€ Hard §1 078 & 9y 59 ¥ 3R 38999 geansi @ o
T ST AIfRT 2, 3Tk NSl FT Teall dlhs dohallheg &l B g & I ATl dI¢ 39Ul g &l oIl o
ol & AdIGT oI A &l AU JThIT &I Aciel dX T 7T gl AT Tohdl &l VIT GTATT TAST &I
¥ garch 8§ o Tfearer @ # 9o el el &1 IRdere & & gRAOM 3R IR geA F FT goART A
U geaATT gy W gl 0 F Pt & feal A WER @ OFe U R R & % ahd arehs g
AT HA dTel &1 I3, FFAT Tl & AH glol alell THT HIquT Heard e 3R AT aA/4st &
& ARf 9T garer 3orct &1 FASif ¥ Ay FeY T sTdl F FTY ARGE FIAT, IS heh AT, AT of AT, ITa-
EX @ fAehTer 3T SIf drehd IETST & Sollehl H €1 w1gl ARRI s H g ®d 81 $© AT Ugel s S
HETIR H gT AR AT & Fay aAeAel & Teiach 98 ofd far & R gl & AU g O a1 & aR &
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3P S o o I gl A U & IR AAS H RO faarg &1 Ry T | W ardl o S8 aRgd
arATe & fofer Stenm feam am) 3o ffeler & & A off ate 3m 9% & et welt @ ardr av o A
ASh-oISh o IRARSTAT T RASGRT & AT Y FoRAT AT IS g1 Adioldel ATTASH AT T hgRed
So Ul &I JihsT drhs #ATGE &1 2019 & TSRS 3Hiehst & Hdlideh s Fo aT@l & 0 8 A
3Ty TRferT 1 geaisit #1 I e &8 &1 3R JaRrERA0IRIT AR Y AL geor & 0 aAee
TIH SATET Gof fhU AT & 3Nhs §dd & & ¢ R F 3R fFier H gear # 68 Hiae g {F 3w
veer H & gl 81 a¥ 2014 @ 2016 & o< G H HFAW & AH W AT & 356 HAHIl I FIA olleh
T &Y IS A

CAT & dTell ST & fF Sooid 3R gfdser & 7 W STdl ¥ S o dTe 9gd & A & RAE G
I8 fhT Sl Th AR AT 3R SAERear #1 dedl A% dF 3N gEd AN T4l & Fad¥ Hieded @t
THFRA T AT FT ARG el g1 39T & ITal & AT gREIM & FIA-NAA et drel 3R o &
AFS FaTd § foh AATSIh-aTRaRe &/ & 31T 1 Seelld & A R $© A1 el g1 groigy I gear &
A 3T § R 9 & YU F Tod I Tl  diedl T WRATT GGl o 3T AT o o g1 I
EART THIY FATS 8 daRF Sgxra AR agdl sgera S e v &1 ReR 81 qesT & amar # ar
U AT I T FATST I Yodr &1 o qry Al &1 Acdioicde], Tl geal @lfel 3R qATS et &
ﬁv%w%wa?ﬁgé%“lﬂﬁﬂmﬁﬁ&m Hafew 3fereld garT o el fecaoh & wvgr o g §
f& ‘goold & A W g1 W 51 g3 & Fo o FrAESTrh el § dfesh T T 3N larsh s @ &
IS BAT &1 3T ST T, TTHAT TABN FT WcH FA FT TAT &, o §AR ST W Tl 81" 3IhaF & 3ma
1 AT 1 Ig TFHRTSIT SFAeR A9 & Tl & Sl gear &Y @l Bl
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