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To Make Hay While Solar Energy Shines

ET Editorials

The International Solar Alliance (ISA), at its 5th assembly in New Delhi that ends today, has decided to set
up mechanisms to increase investments in solar energy, particularly in parts of the world where
investments have been low. This is an important step. Solar energy has seen exponential growth over the
last few years, driven primarily by falling prices. Solar and storage, making it a round-the-clock electricity
source, is projected to be the cheapest energy option by 2030 in most parts of the world. But investment
required to take advantage of this trend flows disproportionately to China and OECD countries. Countries
in Africa, where the growth in energy demand and solar potential is the highest, received only 5% of the
$200 billion of global investment flows in 2021.

The payment mechanism that the ISA approved will translate as support for projects by reducing lenders’
apprehensions as it will serve as a payment guarantee. At the same time, the alliance is stepping in with
capacity-building to not just deliver on projects, but also build the manufacturing centres required for
deeper penetration. The assembly’s decision will make it possible for countries to develop their solar
energy capacity avoiding carbon-intensive options while creating jobs.

The ISA was conceived by India as a way to increase energy access in countries that despite having high
solar power potential were suffering from energy poverty. Seven years after India and France announced
its creation, the now 110-memberstrong ISA is moving ahead to make possible delivery on this founding

promise. In doing so, it is testimony to global collaboration needed to ensure that poor developing
countries can also grow and develop in a climate-constrained world.
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Unlearn, Then Relearn

Suresh Prabhu & Shobhit MathurPrabhu is former Cabinet minister, Gol, and Mathur is vice-
chancellor, Rishihood University, Haryana

Higher education in India is facing a moment of reckoning. It needs to reinvent itself to survive and
thrive. A few trends are well in place:

» Increased gap between present curriculum and industry needs and future skills.
» Increased middle-class aspiration for quality and inaccessible education of global standards.

» Lowered importance of formal degrees due to changing job and industry needs.
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» A growing disconnect between societal issues and learning outcomes.

These trends have amplified during the pandemic, making the sector ripe for disruption. By its very
nature, academia seeks stability and is not designed to pivot frequently. But, this time, innovation is a
survival need.

In India, teaching is usually not the profession of choice for the best talent. This is exacerbated by a poor
research environment, and regulatory and funding constraints. Good talent migrates abroad for better
research and career opportunities. Consequently, it is difficult to find a motivated high-quality faculty.

On the operational front, university work culture is status-quoist and universities are not seen as
aspirational places of work for younger staff. As a result, the best talent find exciting opportunities
elsewhere. This makes it difficult to develop a disruptive cutting-edge culture within universities.

School education in India is in a poor shape, the educational outcomes far lagging global standards.
Consequently, the incoming supply of talent into universities is overwhelmingly not of good quality.
Universities that intend to provide exceptional outcomes have to put in a lot of hard work upfront to get
the student prepared for higher education. This includes improvement in basic numerical and analytical
skills, communication skills that include professional writing, critical thinking and a research aptitude. At
18, it is sometimes too late to imbibe these basic skills. As a way out, most universities limit themselves to
making the student good enough for a job, not an exceptional human being.

Society has also come to terms with this reality. For those who decide to pursue higher education, the
primary expectation from universities is a degree, good placement and low fees. As a result, universities
have moulded themselves for giving degrees and placements at low costs. This limits the universities’
vision, with all efforts directed towards this limited goal. The larger purpose of higher education to build
character in students, produce quality research and play arole in creating social impact are not given
importance. This creates a vicious cycle where each university tries to outbid the other by being ‘good-
enough’ for the market at a nominal cost.

Universities spend a lot of capital upfront. This includes physical infrastructure and hiring good faculty.
Student fees is the revenue stream that materialises slowly in later years. The high upfront costs result in
operational losses due to which there is limited appetite to investin research, quality infrastructure or
good faculty. There is a race among universities to scale and increase student intake to meet their costs.
There is hardly any appetite to take risks and to rethink education beyond degrees and placements. The
entire mind space of the leadership is consumed by immediate balance-sheet concerns.

Private universities are funded by philanthropists. Philanthropy in India has not matured enough for
long-term strategic investments. It is primarily still directed to meet the basic needs of society —
providing K12 education, meeting health facilities, providing humanitarian relief, etc. Universities need
patient capital to establish themselves, especially if they intend to provide high-quality education and
produce quality research.

The best institutions globally have been funded through patient private capital and they have, in turn,
contributed to the nation’s growth. Universities here need to attract such capital for their long-term
sustenance. This also allows the university to be governed by a board of founders, and not by one founder
or family.
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These challenges can be overcome. Otherwise, we will not be able to create the number of quality
institutions India needs. We need an alternative model that provides high-quality education and yet is
affordable, is rooted in the Indian context and yet is global in its outlook, is multidisciplinary in shaping
the student and yet specialised for industry needs. These seeming contradictions have to be broken and
synthesised.

Universities need to go back to the drawing board and start from the very purpose of education. Indian
philosophers have articulated these ideas for centuries. It is time to revisit those ideas and apply them to
contemporary higher education needs. Ones who base themselves on sound and timeless fundamentals
have a better shot of seeing through this crisis and thriving.
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ARG Tegaf FFEAT IRT S FEAEN G2 B G UHBT & W § Hifeh g8 IgiAgH ScuresT WA
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3, 30 HAT ARd A o e fRUfa § a1 AT Har FIW A ST I are 3fE et s Rmor
frar &, 399 tF A% 3ieAfee wifa fr a9 T GEd T 9T g ¥ Ig aId ST FE OIS F,
Fifh Voo el AR o R 3 aRTafaat & off w3 uafrr gfda i §1 o0 a2 3yafsy ar
Ig & & o9 GN 3 U e [ a0 1 AT Y I &, HAGIS @ HIS 3T A4t &1 FEer dearea
+eT 8 T@T| HET ol Secl S W@ & 3R SHAT Heraoll el dlell 3T sAifcrar faver g7 € 8, aa o
HRA o A9 e fah &3 & I1d B & AU §10 3@ R J9d oo E G &3 gred
T TTel G & T A P faed FF gAchd F QA §1 8 IHeal, ARG H IR & 6 3HAT I Tored
g AT 9gd TheT W@ § AR TR HROT Teh 4 Teh A A 3FH Hifddl Aofedl A6 Seadr v
G FUS FATC & IRAS 8T F IR Fdh USel dId #Aglal F 1.40 oM@ HUS F FR T FT gl Tled
& A HT 3T Thdl H RIS TR R FTd dol H RAAT H HAT & dldog ART @ fel AT H
T ggdhr HFAAE A g7 gel, dfewd sTE YT gl dlel ot W 3ThiTHS ol HL ooy 8 39ar
Gl $RT g1 AL & giel HUTAT & ehdlel Sl FRUTS el I HIRAA HT | ST 38 30 Goled H
FeIar Fr Rufa AR 3mar &1

a8 HRA Ygell W Hifd & AT oMoy vsimal & FATT & Sl & dlaoje g HiY Hifd Y& g0
qrET| A A gele @ R A @ qEfeR TA Al AR I WHR H A ¢ R F 8T A oo 3§ S
PN hael T & 390 FW T 9gd o7 g3 &1 PV A IMYRARAT & W@ &l Icafed waet H
I AT Aree @ s 3N FEFRAT ke F goeiiad avet ¥ FR off 3@ 37 R W @ =
o gl HRAT A FAS FT Hohe oI FACT g1 TR &1 & & AT H LT F YE HA adlell R
TsheH 3T, SOOR AR Far &9 # afaler 7o 31 @1 § 3R 56l SR $Ra & gfaar # §e9d oo
g HGT atar &2 7 39l SO IS B
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IR 31 A 3I-38T a1l & Jras[g AR @1 iegaedr & By e 7g o1 wad| ggen g ar 7@
¢ b derh AR 9T S8 HRARASl Jar IETE §, ofthel 3ol UM HH QI g1 3¢ HH ool drell sAfcd o
SRIR AT 8T 81 W, S S &1 gash A & FHiia g1, 38 3fa Al e Sw| Jgi ar sl &
SHTE el AR Rl &1 v ARl §a1 fear r §1 39 91a W 39 fomar o w1 § % aRa € vear
THT ¢ § S & a8 SiAdT H RIFA 30 YaeT X @1 gl [Adexw # Ig A AT giedr o,
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aer, o= R off e &, 30T Al wH § FA o ARt do e Hpuel H qHAT B 3R
HAWTSET HeT IV o T Heg &A1 o 2026 o ARaeh et #A IR a1 S SToR HT hdAled |
FEY T QA deanm| 39 oy Rufa & sRa a1 faeg & ol e wifa gefr o O 582 aRa sae
Acd LM al Ha?

HRA A A e &1 fauarfd 9dr @ & % 399 ATy &9- da1 &7 § 3cuea gifed iR Tsred yifed
YES W A B W BI Tl R TH h GHS & a1g St Il YeT §S &, SHH WHA A H AR 380
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&gl @ Sean 3R W FAfFd & WA §¢ 81 AW & a6 3e@@es wifa grefr off o H3? A aeelr ar a7
37T T AT a2 Ao o & get 8, 39 Aot ) feer of 3§ govar &, fha 5@ g Rufa =&
¢ & 39 38 Rie faogar & Tsegg A dlear g 39a 32T 1 3R, 3HF FHAT 3GA F &R
3R ¢ & JEHOT eI B R_EATT & T S W TeHRT Hgleld H FgIaT § G A Th A5
HIAMNCTAT &1 TheeT YaT lel &I 3R] PR AT TeaA UeT gr STl & ar 2026 T dfRdger 3ol # TR
G FAS SR AT ST Jhdllel HARSET ol IV o B fohar § 3R oRa &1 fasma &3 & Reoid & &
AT B & e 6.5 Brag X eI &, 389 R g d gA a9 fAsheld|

3 EAR TS TEAT ARG, HfAew e & IRad 3R aRada & o seara & & g1 s
Shifcl &7 #ART 3R R GaRT favF T aAcfcd A I °IVUT HAlSoTolh &1 Hehcll &, oifehel T8 3= EIVOM3it
I g AT A g ST, FHAT AR 3 ERAGHT AT Fef &, dof a1 T
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