MF www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (23-September-22)

(ﬁ Q _,. A% ,".
: f'o_‘u. J&!v’l“, ty':c“g £

TSI i LS Y .

THE TIMES OF INDIA Date:23-09-22

Tread Lightly

Communication law should be smart. Promoting innovation should be a key objective.
TOI Editorials

Gol has put out a draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, inviting comments. When drawing up the final bill,
Gol should note some legitimate concerns. Telcos have for years wanted the same regulations to apply to
them and apps that provide communications services. There’s some merit in this. But it’s also true that
telcos’ services are based on the use of spectrum, a key national resource that’s auctioned (or allocated),
whereas apps ride on the internet. So exact equivalence is hard to establish. More important, if OTT
services are asked to obtain licences just as telcos have to, India’s attraction as a global digital hub, the
tempo for domestic innovation, creative interfaces with the global ecosystem, all of this will suffer. That’s
not what a major digital player with big ambitions should be looking at. As for regulating these apps,
there are enough laws to deal with them. Licensing is undesirable not because these apps deserve special
treatment but because letting an internet ecosystem flourish is in India’s economic interest.

Indeed, another proposal in the draft - changing the name and scope of the universal service obligation
fund - is a more progressive idea in this context. The draft says this fund will also be used to spur
investment in R&D. If used wisely, this can be the public trigger for private innovations in
communications technology. India still hasn’t created an app or a technology in this space that’s a world-
beater. If Gol can choose talent wisely and fund the incubation period relatively generously, chances will
improve. And if there are Indian apps that compete with (largely) American apps, competition will keep
everyone on their toes.

Unsurprisingly, the draft says state agencies will have wide powers to intercept messages for national
security and other broadly defined reasons. Does this mean encrypted messaging services, whether or
not they are licensed, agreeing to formally providing a backdoor to Gol? How will that pan out? And will

these interception requirements be different from those in other laws? These are critical questions. But
the most critical is what happens to privacy, what are the guardrails for protecting it?

Date:23-09-22

Decolonisation? Yes. Let’s Reform Our Police

A stong PM who starts the change in BJP states can deliver this, 16 years after SC's
landmark judgement.

Gurcharan Das
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The police is often in the news, and more than often for the wrong reasons. Our periodic outrage revives
the debate on police reform. But we forget that yesterday, September 22, was the 16th anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s judgment on far-reaching reforms of the police.

That historic judgment held the potential of transforming a ruler’s police into a people’s police. States
were directed to comply with seven binding directives towards systemic reform. But since then, nothing
has changed on the ground.

Instead of engaging in a blame game, let’s look ahead. India’s police is a glaring remnant, founded by our
colonial masters in 1861 to perpetuate their rule. Instead of acquiring a new ethos after Independence,
the police has morphed into political instrument. No CM will give up control of a powerful weapon under
his/her thumb.

By any measure, I am a privileged person. Why then am I afraid to go near my police station? If I am
scared, imagine how the aam admi feels. It is not an image problem either, to be fixed with good PR. It is
rooted in a deep lack of trust. The ordinary person believes the police serves the powerful, not the
citizens. A woman especially doesn’t feel safe. A survey by the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies found that less than 25% of Indians trust the police.

The sipahi remains synonymous with the weekly shakedown of the ‘hafta’. The head constable who
comes to verify yourpassport considers ‘chai pani’ his due. In an amazing moment of frankness, an ASI
confesses that his illicit earnings are a rightful return on investment since he paid a huge bribe to get his
job. Even a woman in khaki extracts her pound of flesh in dowry cases. No wonder, one merely shrugs at
a headline about senior officers of various police forces amassing hundreds of crores of rupees.

The history of our police is littered with horrors - Kerala CID’s torture camps and Bihar’s Bhagalpur
blindings, to name just two gruesome examples. Outraged periodically, umpteen commissions are set up.
All recommend the same reforms that SC brought together in its seven directives.

The bottom line is to change the equation between the police and the executive. All have underlined
issues of corruption, brutality, high-handedness, non-registration of FIRs, long duty hours, under-staffing
and inadequate training. All have sought to insulate the police from politicians viaa transparent system of
postings, transfers and security of tenure; separate the functions of investigation from law and order; and
check abuse of police power via a complaints authority.

Frustrated by the lack of action by states, Niti Aayog even suggested shifting police from the ‘State List’'to
the ‘Concurrent List’ in the Constitution. Most states, of course, cried ‘foul’.

But let’s also recognise the country remains afloat, thanks to thousands of excellent policemen and
policewomen and officers in the country. There are plenty of tales of heroism. In the end, however, low
morale, bad training and cynicism define the average cop’s life. So where does one go from here?
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The answer is clear. It has to begin from the top. Only a strong PM can do it. As it happens, there is a
powerful and popular PM today who is determined to wipe out the mental servitude imposed by the
British Raj.

Packaged properly, there are clearly votes in transforming a colonial ruler’s police to a free people’s
police.

The PM could begin by testing the reform in several BJP-governed states, by providing the inducement
of a financial grant for police modernisation.

Meanwhile, top police officers can make a genuine beginning by revamping training - beginning with
the 85% constabulary. Present training facilities are a scandal, accenting the ‘force’ side of the job rather
than teaching policing with consent and cooperation with the community.

As a start, treat people courteously at the police station. Word of mouth spreads quickly in a
neighbourhood. As the reforms unfold, police officers will get empowered. Some will even stand up to
wrongful orders of the executive. They will resist the temptation to use provisions of ‘sedition’ from the
colonial statute book against citizens who merely exercise their right to dissent.

After 75 years, the citizens of a proud nation, with the world’s fastest growing economy, deserve a
professional police they can respect and trust. They want a police service, not a police force.

The EcoNomic TivEes —
Why the UN Security Council Needs India

ET Editorials

The 77th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) could, if followed through, be a turning point for
India and its place in the world, as well as for the world body itself. It can position India as the voice of
priorities and as the honest broker. Providing the opening for this is Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Though not present in New York, Modi made an appearance in French President Emmanuel Macron'’s
UNGA address as an articulation of what the world needs now.

Modi’s words to Vladimir Putin at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Samarkand
stressed that the world does not need wars, and this requires all sovereign nations to work together as
equals. Macron’s open admission that Modi had got it right is not as much an endorsement as it is a
recognition of the special skill that India brings to the global table. India’s claim for a permanent seat at
the UN Security Council (UNSC) has found support again from countries that have, for nearly a decade,
been supporting the demand. That is good news, as it makes it clear that India’s position on issues is
respected even when it diverges. But India’s transformation is a work-in-progress. New Delhimust shed
its image as an ambivalent player incapable of taking a long or broad view. That can happen through a
serious engagement on the challenges confronting all sovereign states.
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India’s engagements at the 77th UNGA must reflect its ability to engage the world to come together to
tackle crucial challenges that confront the world. It is by pursuing this approach, alongside traditional
engagements, that India can demonstrate what it brings to the UNSC as it assumes its presidency in
December. In doing so, it will also show what it can — and should — bring as a permanent member.

Date:23-09-22

For internal democracy

Editorial

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has rejected the idea of a ‘permanent president’ for a party, while
taking issue with the Yuvajana Shramika Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP), which rules Andhra Pradesh.
The party reportedly elected Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy as its president for life in July 2022.
The ECI says such a step is inherently anti-democratic. The YSRCP’s response to the ECI’s letters sent
earlier, that it will conduct an “internal enquiry”, borders on the absurd. There is merit in the ECI's view
and its insistence on internal democracy, as no individual should be elected leader for life. Any party that
participates in a democratic process, and wants to govern and legislate, should include formal and
periodic election of office-bearers as part of the way it functions as an association. Indian political parties
are of myriad kinds — some, such as the Bharatiya Janata Party or the Communist parties, are structured,
cadre-based organisations that function towards an ideological goal or a principle; others, such as the
Congress, are more loosely structured collections of individuals with even different strands of opinion
but functioning within an association that has core ideals; some others still reflect social or regional
cleavages and so on.

Increasingly, the fragmentation of India’s polity into a federalised, multi-party system has also given way
to domination by “charismatic” individuals or their families, mainly because of the nature of support that
these parties enjoy or due to their financing structures which necessitates centralised control by a single
coterie or a family. This is why several political parties today do not insist on thoroughgoing internal
elections to secure their leadership; and even if they do conduct polls, they lack sufficient contestation
and are done to reaffirm the dominance of the high command. In some cases, with electoral politics being
a zero-sum game, political parties are loath to allow internal contest, fearing that this could foster
disunity, as opposed to nomination and consensus-building on leadership. The ECI has periodically used
guidelines issued for registration of parties under Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act,
1951 to remind parties to conduct elections and to ensure that their leadership is renewed, changed or
re-elected every five years. But the commission does not have any statutory power to enforce internal
democracy in parties or to mandate elections. The lack of such substantive power only leads to parties
carrying out the ECI’s edicts in a mechanical manner. However, with dynasticism and a lack of internal
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democracy becoming a matter of public debate, perhaps public pressure would finally bear upon parties
to do the right thing.

Date:23-09-22

Should the ECI insist on inner-party elections?

S.Y. Quraishi is a former Chief Election Commissioner of India; Rahul Verma, a political analyst, is
a fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi.

The Congress is set for elections for the post of
party president. Since 1998, barring her son Rahul
Gandhi’s two-year term in the interim, Sonia
Gandhi has been party president. This has revived
the debate on whether internal elections should be
mandated for all political parties. In a conversation
moderated by Sobhana K. Nair, S.Y. Quraishi and
Rahul Verma discuss the current situation and
what can be done. Edited excerpts:

Is there any legal ground on which elections can
be mandated within political parties?

S.Y. Quraishi: Actually, as far as | remember, there
is no law. In [the 1990s], when T.N. Seshan was at
, the helm at the Election Commission of India (ECI),
by an executive order pohtlcal parties were ordered to conduct organisational elections. And because
Seshan was a much respected and feared person, political parties complied with it. Since then, elections
are held periodically in every recognised party. If they are not able to hold an election for any reason,
they seek condonation [for the] delay, which is liberally granted. And the ECI generally has been very soft
on this. The ECI does not question the result or the procedure the parties followed. The ECI expects
political parties to abide by their constitution, a copy of which is also submitted to the commission when
the parties are registered. It is not for the commission to step in or criticise if anyone is elected
unopposed.

Rahul Verma: Let me make two points. First, on the legal ground, because there is a great paradox here.
India, it seems, is a party-led democracy or democracy based on political parties. But the phrase “political
party” [was] nowhere mentioned or described in our Constitution. The definition of a political party for
the first time enters through the anti-defection law in 1985. All rules and regulations apply more to
candidates than to political parties in India. The courts have made an observation that nothing in Article
324 of the Constitution, or Section 29(A) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 tells us that the
ECI can actually regulate internal structures, organisations or elections of the party. Which is why parties,
on the left or right, have not been conducting internal elections as you want them to conduct them. In this
sense, most political parties in India have become similar, where internal structures and organisations do
not follow their own constitutional norms.
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Citing the recent internal elections of the Conservative Party in the U.K., many have claimed that
leadership polls within a party diminish its status among the voters because the contestants end
up criticising their own party’s policies.

When we see the U.S. election, for instance, the selection of the candidate to be the
presidential nominee is done via debate, in which the contenders condemn and criticise each other. For
instance, Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton contested and called each other names, but then Mr. Obama
won [as President in 2008], and Ms. Clinton was appointed Secretary of State. I don’t know how they get
over the bad blood created during the campaign. It could be counter-productive. Theoretically democracy
is ideal, but could it in the long term weaken the party? These debates could come to haunt the successful
candidate. We saw something similar in the U.K. Democracy should be at every level, and political parties
are an essential pillar of democracy. And yet, therein lies the contradiction because every election is
divisive. In a contrary scenario, if a party follows a single leader, who they worship and stand united
behind, it can lead to a high command culture where only the favourite of the said leader gets promoted
over the actually popular leaders. We need to establish a balance between both these options.

Any system that you bring in will always come with some positive and negative
externalities — there is no perfect rule, there is no perfect law. As Mr. Quraishi also pointed out, in
internal elections, like the U.S. primaries, you are going to have these contests between leaders, and there
will be some mudslinging and differences of opinion. But at the end of the day, you have to understand
what political parties are. Political parties don’t have to be homogeneous in terms of both ideas and
leadership. Political parties are aggregations of interests, right? So there are going to be differences
within. Having these internal elections, meetings and contests of ideas is important. Second, and as you
rightly pointed out, internal elections are key for upward mobility. And that is why what we are
witnessing today in India — and South Asia — is problematic for democracy, where all political parties
are centralised. They are family-controlled parties, and dynastic politics has become a norm. You won’t
be able to name more than three or four political parties which have survived 30 years in Indian politics
and are today not controlled by a political family, where you can only rise up the ranks in the system
depending on the relationship you share with the first family of that party. High command culture is a
symptom of the problem which we are witnessing today.

Would state funding of elections bring in more democracy and accountability within political
parties?

Well, actually, that’s a totally different question and debate. I am against state funding for
elections, but instead the government must consider state funding of political parties. Currently, they
have to beg, borrow and steal to run their outfits. They take money from the corporates and, of course,
there are no free lunches. One very objective criteria of this funding could be the votes they get; for
example, the state can pay them Rs.100 for each vote polled in their favour. The formula I suggest is
completely objective: receive money as per the number of votes polled for you. It is very workable.
Unfortunately, political parties seem to like the present confusion, so nobody is talking about it.

I completely agree with Mr. Quraishi. There has been always a conversation on internal
regulation of political parties. In fact, the 1999 Law Commission Report strongly recommended that we
should have some mechanism for it, and Mr. Quraishi as the CEC in 2011 also submitted a draft on this to
the Union Law Ministry. But it was neither accepted, nor did it generate a debate inside or outside
Parliament. Obviously, political parties prefer the present situation which is akin to the foxes guarding
the house. The formula of how to go about state funding is debatable, but we do have to start thinking
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about some model of state funding of political parties. I think going forward the ECI will have to come
with some innovative ways on how to regulate political parties.

The ECI does insist on organisational elections, but only gently. The parties do conduct
elections, even if you consider them sham elections, but they do go through the ritual. Also an election can
happen only if there are two or more candidates in the fray. Getting elected unopposed is also a valid
election. It is not just within the political parties, we have seen in panchayat elections and sometimes
even in Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections that candidates have got elected unopposed. As I keep
saying, the people are the final arbitrators. If voters think that the organisational elections were only an
exercise in tokenism, then they should throw out such leaders.

[ don’t think we need a law. I think we need a new interpretation and some bold moves
from the ECI re-interpreting the existing laws, as happened in the 1990s. I slightly disagree with Mr.
Quraishi. You can’t leave everything to the people’s choice. The reason is, as a voter, I'm basically
choosing the best among the worst options. And that’s why the ECI has to imagine its role as a regulator
of these political parties. And in some ways they have to try out milder options. As Mr. Quraishi pointed
out, they are required to hold organisational elections regularly. The parties are required to inform the
ECI about changes in their office-bearers and addresses. They are required to submit a document of
expenditure incurred during elections and in the non-election period. But there is no cost attached to
non-compliance. At the same time, I think threats to de-register [a party] are bad. We'll have to find some
middle ground.

aﬁa W Date:23-09-22
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dUhAE & dR dTEs HAHdE & IS §, df 38 Fest 7 & Gh Holl$ §, Afehed I§ €A I@aTT gem o
foredr fEfy & womat @ 9IS T @ TS| Rl o werew F Wl Wt Uw o A @ §1 wew o Fo
TH Gl & T GRET TSifedl o #Rars b Y, St @ # Hely qv v ndendie AHRaA Y g,
3 388 S5 fodl o AEel & fordl WSy 7 woh ot off feuraa # & Tgam U9, SEY AT THTdAr @
AT H & SSIHT BN FHE H FNAS Fa A 95} & o gl & g & WY TT A & 916 HNars
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& ST 3R 3feTed & X A & AT @ fey fhar S| deadie & [Warh a8 # Ageaqor & geam
e & gfd faeare 3R wFaA= |

Date:23-09-22

9% Hd dh FEdATT RS FT adr
feffa aRmEr 1, (9@ amsiew arfaerdy )

IS 7 faarel @ g Rl @1 g1 SHAT S @ ol o
SART AT T AAG A HEIS o Faloa ~arared 7 Tg Fghl
FollorR RAIE oM & ¢ & 38 s 0o oo et ffenm, fo=d
el TR e HT g 9T TN g1, A FT i et
S, W IAUHR N B meAd 7 g e A og &
oo AR argw a1 ‘W &1 diar ST 3ufadt & SIdTelr 161
T gl

T gk § W Qe T§ AT oA o HRSRAT qEr
2008-09 & waT & AFHIRT & 34 Al & sgafdd =@«
TR 3R Aehree FOR FA T TS & & w5 feeat & @
arel ardierT fr RS & @&foq &1 o & gof 3mae @%
goel alell &l 6T 81 318 &of ¢ 31 Gl el & 99 gl & TR, S 9RAg dF # e $ifaw
e €1 99 garel, T, steeng, eaeHfd, TeR R R-wEr et @ o3 Aifa-aifa & sha €
3TTSTehel Collel 379 &l ‘Oifdifeshel AllG¥e Hhgeldlall Jdc #d ¢ 3T =M ufsar o =@t Aofr & 3y &
3o AT S et @ W@ €, F s, e 1 WA W-Raw 9% & O 8 § 3 5o o gaes
ge do 37 WA T o 8, S USET Y& & J31 8| A, 31 ¢U H Gof 6 el Had Af3asd
# @y A S5ae 3R 3¢ Y Adoldl & (49T JTdied ael T a1 Y ET &

SIRT ST JeAOT YE 3T AT THR & R AT SHAT TeTaTT & T & U 08 R #, 39 TASie &
WHER gl 37 Gt giiv e & Warmd aear & JAH A9 o9 & 3R @@ ak @ §9R #3ed #
Tl T -l TAFCH HTacel & Iishdl g8 T & A & g & AT| @i o o faomer & A 3R afea
AT FF IR RS el Th TN a7 IR &F Feld JNT THR H1 Il T g3

IS AT Follol RUIE S VT Faler @S HI &1 gl ar HEAT 1 BT § & e g1 Hd Ig T
HEGH AN 6 g gFd B A IA-HA 3HA A BT T HeoT dJor fodr g7 gWA HIE A ar
SISty 38 TSR &7 dlar a% F§ STel AT ST F & ¥ UHGeld THRT &1 G Gcd g amr g, ad
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3T Eoled o TR o 38Y FTad: dFAT ) &7 ¥R aayg o oRr &1 ey § & 97 @Ry
& HIAGT & Iy FeraR A1 TSAT H gl dlel AR AFG F =1 Tt &1 Al & A a5
HRATS T8l I Fehdll ST do Hg IR TS & TH & ol T TIHRT T R @, TS F 3/ Tad: AT
o & AR & @M AT, W Th dgeend HENF 076 & A7 AR SHH Jser Salt & ol 7 3rerar-
IeldT gof T AR g A A HY| W A, F@enfaw § 6 o oA @ oEn, AN F qeEnias
SEAAT & W@ & 3R 3wl 39l Seld 9w o ol 98 Tedr & fUe S & fov /e & v
glel TIRT, Fifeh SEA IR A H FHT ST I &

sq Y U AT & Fgar fF 37a o 37T ARSI =rer R yawer & caRa ar Fsger g &
T AeI3ng T RE & S@d g1 TsA A S &1 IS R AFell giel 8, T i & Jeds & rrer
AR HEI3S ST & AT A g1 3 SH AR I AR 3ETeld od &, af Hs aR) eleld Tad: AT
I PO HH WS A AT G §] IFE AN g e o 7€ acdr| Tuse § o 3Ae 9w
T e & AF Sgd I Ierd A g &1 FEEr 9 fARAar A AR A AfRed w9 @
SareT g Frufar & g1 Y tar = § % ddiang A ufdar S geee A ge @t war ol § 3R soel
TG & §eTUR HT ST §?

3R &H AN @ &Y, A W3S AR T Ifera- gt 1 gede cardeh e GURT & Heal & ST g3 &
S #A&T FROT ¥ ToT Yo I EG gl g, d67 WIS HT fAheldr & fov ff TFAer &1 I8 & o
T3 #F I-IAR g@eiersh, St AET &9 F Gl GiEf @rT gl &1 IS & aie S Yo 39T §
3R 3 AR aftaredt 7 go wiw W &1 g e Ao 7 e #IE F #3 Agcaqyr Ader o
9, TSt TN o M-3R A F IeUTelal T 3R ST 3oTehl IS WA TR w1gT o] 38 o,
AN3me e $ @gfad i dax gl FIE o o Gar-Ader sl SR e, ¥ deur & srR-yomer
I IHHT FET AT EIHT &1, CAT T oA

5 20 yeor A & AR J Follok RAE oo 8, 385 $o ol MEHT g0 T =T AT HRURE
gfdegeiddr = T B Gfddr A FAdar I ggar & ff, SAfAT Fg S TR ¢ TgT AN NG
A& &7 & G AT| Teh T & Fhiel o &gl b sa9d fodia sh s & fogrem 39 @« rereid #
T A T S GhA g1 Fg A A A A fF G At fr @ ard ApSt b v o ==
e sl &8 oo Fenchl 8, fo=a 37 a3 dial &7 o & W 8, S o & g & v Ageayqor A2
FIT §HA T Sl Rufectsh § 1o T & AORART # Hehad aTel $© Gollel GelHTH a1 Y o ATIHAST A
fra et e & 3R 3@ @i @1 fAHmT fGomer 8?7 3R fhe & ¥ 29 gor @1, o 98 #eAd gem b
ST EX ATcield IS TAT eaR Wieldl AT, {58 3ieX gid & ¥serar d 3oRre & Tl giardn sforhell
off, ST TS T AT glelr arfgu Y| AEBME o Ig AT ek Toh 3o aTddid & el 3TORTeT &7 a1y
aﬁfﬁaﬁr,mmaﬁqu@éﬁ,mw@awmﬁmmaﬂwm,%ﬁa@@

I3 AIRHATOT Hl het H WST FH Tehar A
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