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THe Economic 'TiMEes
Quality (of People) Has Value of Its Own

ET Editorials
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The UN’s World Population Prospects 2022 (bit. ly/3yFXQfv)
released this week projects India to become the most
populous country, surpassing China, next year. Its current 1. 4
billion is expected to grow to 1. 67 billion in 2050. The obvious
direction for policymakers would be to address the rate of
growth. While efforts to bring down the total fertility rate
(TFR) to the replacement rate of 2. 1 across India must be
pursued through awareness, attention must be focused on
improving the qualityof India’s population. Else, India’s much-
touted ‘demographic dividend’ can turn into its demographic
curse.

TFR being higher than the replacement rate of 2. 1 (correlated
to maternal and child health improvement) is an issue mostly
in five states. According to the latest National Family Health

Survey (NFHS-5) data, the all-India TFR had declined from 2. 2 in 2015-16 to 2 in 2019-21. There are
divergences among states and rural and urban populations. But the broad direction is towards
population stabilisation. This is, therefore, time to redouble efforts to improve the quality of this
population. It will require augmenting the quality and nature of education, healthcare, addressing issues
of gender equality and access. Serious focus must also be given on environmental well-being, tackling
pollution, climate change and biodiversity loss — factors if unaddressed will undermine the growing
population’s productivity. Improved governance is also a crucial factor to better human quality.

It is time for a broader policy lens. One that is not just concerned with the number of people but also their
quality. Quantity may have a quality of its own. But it would be foolish to push quality behind and simply
— blindly — depend on numerical strength.
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3 ARG & T o H S U THeiRy [etor & ke
T Fohel Tgd o Rt qAioRor fawer der 3@ A1 s
A 308 goT & Soarg iR AleH A Fr A g7 Rew
el 9T 9| d9 g% FSARC 3 0| IFREHR F 349
gel foh 39 FA1 9gId 87 FSARC o Sae fgar- 37l
i 3R dEpd | HfE & qor, H fegrerg Smar § & aar
ﬁ‘ ST 3 g RT? dsAREX # O g ad ar o
AR 1| TIAAr HEAT CvURE AT RAE & ITER oRd A
m q T & Y @ e ReEre g Fa v A
TG SIS AT AT By erse AT @ urd| U v ek
H, 9 Shge e & fov dffge T W Te g5 ol g,
S AT O gRd § 3TRT AT URRAT LIM T IJg ST™ oAe] o &2 T Sy &7 Ush §3T AT
frefor 3R yfretor W W fohar SMU? wee uiw RforeT steRk T sHIAAT T o6l &1 9T IJg & fh =9
ol SISy & e g7 & fFdall 3R ™ ST T &1 PR I AT YsT @ o Sy &7 $is JAdad
STE1 grem, Fifh IFHT et o grdl A f@we Fneew WK Fo e ag 3¢l 3R Far &7 & fav A
3R ¢35 gar fAET o g1 Sidl| 3oodd #Rd & fov RIeTeh &7 AT ggell o gl
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HIF To¢ & 3T 3R WA AHe & TIHET T FTAEET AT & Teh A & Adladh gHANT A
3T a¥ T JHEET & AAC H AT FT AW 987 U ol S| $HG HAGH dle] a§ F R 7R
T JTEET et T JATEET & ST g1 Swal| o9 § Tedeh 2T I STAdEd 1.4 3R & Fo 30w gl
Je3eTel SUMal Hgedqul a1d I8 & o 3PN Gl St & Uotelel aX 3 lameTd dgold s1g) 3r ar Rd
HTSTET T qGaAT SIRY QAN SAafeh el &I HTEIET Ha Blol o219l | SHT AT & Hllideh HeT 2050 oToh R
hr METEr AT 1.7 3R gl SAafeh et 1.3 3IRT| gTelifeh A 3Hiehs $o 37 ARGH IFAG (AT &
AT H I a¥ YHITRId 3ETTT THA) F AT Adl T Afhe] Solehl &2 Aol WIAT B

Teh AT U7 S 96 IEET HT A & SAichig o1 & &G H W1 STl AT| 371 Ig o1 oA bl g1
AT sEh T dotg Ig o § T 319 TE AGT S0 oem § foh STeT e geiy ST & Yidfeftied @
91 & @ HRA F PEIRT H Tg N Tgd TS Rh T AR B gl AeIOR gaTar o 39gFd TR H
el 81 FHEIST 9 W ST ot Fholl NG g i areil & drale 61 g1 Fhell & IoTaar W e o
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fu Sy & seal # I gfaardy wlerer o 787 37 or @ SN B Thel & el A g AIfRT| oo & wagd
3R AT & Fellepl & Fholl TR THAT 91T 3T FAIT & & 1S Toho! H ot ATy T fagrs sl &
arH iAAE AT 3R IS hieret g1 §1 S Tedl TR Al UHS fdehIerg & TR &l gl 36 RE
HT A7 AFT IR TR & T arg & dIR &, 3R g FArhg areT &1 giafaftied adr «g1 fig@dr|

VT FIS A TR T § o fow 3 IRy R w9 a5 w6 § ST 2020 ¥ ST 2021 & @EfE
oA AfFd I & gar gaar § F 38 & # RO Rod a¥ @ FA W@ 3R sHe TR Fad 4.2
gfaierd g1 Seere, ST o g/ ugd o &g g €, MY 3ihs aredfas Rufa g 81 o8 9 dere #
RIS aTel w9, A $T T o Ao dared oot 3R ¥ Hraf Hr 3 aoq dle g et & B
T &1 AT SIS 3T 40 BT § FA g1 S VR JaT HRAT AR & FART ST IR F
gHd § F o

FY &7 7§ I T & TR Al o T deal fB gAAE AT A H SN G dw AFe
SATEETA 16T &7 & JarEt @1 ot 319feTa Aheldl wied o g1 &

30X & gl # Gl A USHIR 3dd & A1Y AT & HeH F97 IEET Tl G2 &1 Sd ¢ dl Ig Th
SE S FHEAT @1 aell § 3R AR ARG $H HIRRTASA F FAFA 3N 567 fAvead & Fewar @
H U3 W ¢ 9 T & gfdr H FEH doff § Fgcl HIEN &1 AT Ioil 7761 JoTd, HRA H TAEIT3A
I HHAT AT BT ¥ FAEAN ol AsR N Jef&r T e qATAW A¢r gl afesh gH ArAToln
HACIIHAT &1 T ATHAT HIAT g gl & A T AR T FABRAT & oo Sail S ST glelid e, 3o¢
T AT ATAT ST Tl &l
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