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NREG For Cities

A national urban job guarantee is needed. Efficiently designed, it won'’t stress the
budget

TOI Editorials

Shortly after a report from the Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council (PMEAC) that recommended the rollout of
an urban employment guarantee programme, Rajasthan
launched its own version of the scheme. India is not new to
statelevel urban jobs programmes as Kerala launched one
over a decade ago. The advent of the pandemic built up
cross-party support for it and a few other states followed
suit. At the Union level, this idea gained momentum last
P year when the parliamentary standing committee on labour
\ recommended it. Besides Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
Himachal Pradesh have a shorter experience in the area.

There’s a case for Gol to join in for two key reasons. In

India, CMIE jobs data shows that monthly unemployment

— has fluctuated between 6. 56% and 11. 84% over a year,

with urban employment exceeding rural in 10 of those

months. At India’s stage of development, this is relatively

high, particularly in urban centres. Second, state-level initiatives are geographically limited and also at a

nascent stage. It is difficult to gauge how useful they are for workers from UP, Bihar, Rajasthan and West

Bengal - states that were destinations for more than 60% of the 11. 4 million returning migrant workers

during the first lockdown. As in the case of Gol’s health insurance scheme that was synchronised with

similar state-level initiatives, it's possible to design an overarching national urban employment guarantee
programme.

That leaves two key questions, on cost and design. One estimate by researchers at Azim Premji University
showed that 100 days of guaranteed work for 20 million workers with wages fixed at Rs 300 a day, and
the overall wage bill capped at 50% of the total outlay, would cost Gol Rs 1 lakh crore. For perspective,
the latest Gol annual budgetis pegged at Rs 39. 4 lakh crore. Gol’'s existing urban employment schemes
can be subsumed into an urban job guarantee scheme to control costs. As for design, it's prudent to take
an intermediate step such as ‘Duet’ (decentralised urban employment and training) proposed by
economist Jean Dreze. It envisages using public institutions initially to introduce the scheme. Instead of
going all out, it will allow Gol a chance to observe its working in smaller settings as urban governance
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capacity across India is uneven. But it's worth sorting out these details because an urban employment
guarantee plan can help those most hit by recent economic shocks.
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Absolution

India needs a law to make compensation for unlawful arrest a statutory right
Editorial

Shoddy investigation is one thing, but a malicious and motivated probe is quite another. The probe
conducted by former Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) official Sameer Wankhede into a purported tip-off
about consumption of drugs on board a cruise ship, in October 2021, seems to fall in the latter category.
The raid on the vessel resulted in seizure of narcotic substances and the arrest of several people,
including Aryan Khan, son of Bollywood star Shah Rukh Khan. Even though nothing was seized from Mr.
Khan, the agency made sensational claims in court about his being part of an international drug
trafficking network and, quite strangely, cited messages purportedly exchanged on WhatsApp as
‘evidence’. By the time he obtained bail weeks later, the case had all the makings of a witch-hunt. A
special investigation team from Delhi, which took over the case after allegations of extortion surfaced
against Mr. Wankhede, has now cited lapses in the initial investigation and the lack of prosecutable
evidence, and absolved Mr. Khan and five others and excluded them from the charge sheet filed recently.
The lapses include failure to video-graph the search of the ship, not conducting a medical examination to
prove consumption, and examining Mr. Khan’s phone and reading messages on it without any legal basis.

It is good that the agency made amends for the mischief done by the initial set of investigators by
applying the standard of ‘proof beyond reasonable doubt’ while presenting its final report. At the same
time, the NCB has to re-examine its priorities. It is an elite agency in the fight against international
trafficking in narcotic and psychotropic substances. Its primary focus ought to be on trans-national
smuggling networks, while the job of pursuing drug peddlers and raiding rave parties must be left to the
local police. While strict disciplinary action is warranted if any officer is found involved in ‘fixing’
someone, it is also time that the Government came out with a legal framework for compensating those
jailed without proof. The country does not have a law on the grant of compensation to those maliciously
prosecuted. However, constitutional courts do exercise their vast powers sometimes to award monetary
recompense; the remedy of a civil suit is also available in law, but it is time-consuming. The Law
Commission of India has recommended enactment of a law to make compensation in such cases an
enforceable right. Currently, Section 358 of the Cr.P.C. provides for a paltry fine to be imposed on a
person on whose complaint a person is arrested without sufficient grounds. Such provisions should be
expanded to cover just compensation by the state for unnecessary arrests. It is a sobering thought to note
that even people with celebrity status and vast resources are not insulated from the misuse of police
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powers, even while recognising that it is still possible to vindicate one’s innocence and force the
establishment to adopt a course correction.

Date:30-05-22

gferar Y g R@rar 5391 sRa

AT o, (dEF FEOT EAEA § )

TUAHAT Teq HIGT & oAqged H Tl AR o g A A 36 a¥ QW A T §1 38 3@ & # av
AR & TAH0T B A & FT A 2@AT gl AT HRA F 3T T WTd, @A, GHY AR JeAfAsRar H
HIT JFd #RA | Ig gUe & b oo 36 anl # 58 #RA &1 IURRIET WA &1 wF A S
fohar g1 50 SR ¢ & THET Ffds Hehe AR Heish arenmv 3R gAaar 3, dfhad AT St & Ferel
Aqgcd H U o AT ¥ Iofehl AHAT T 3N AT HRA & FAT T I AT ST @ Flids AGARY
o o gfar AR qgiulmﬁ?yﬁﬁaﬁaﬂmaﬂmW$ﬁFmﬁwﬁﬁaﬁmm€r
AR &1 AT & Tl Ig AGTART GARY HITaEAT &l 3 GoTfad gl F TS| ST gfrar & a3-a13
e HITAS & FHET Heol Toh b &, dF AT S o "HcATAIR HARXA' T 3HTear ch{él'g“tfwucﬁo‘mﬁ??lﬁ
Hohed TS &l ar 39er & off 398X & Scol ST bl 2

ITATAIT R BT FTUROT & ST &N & T AR FAATH H 3 HT FAR §IM, Tgl $05 et
U 1 o U5 & 3MAd Yeohol o dcqaedn # 78 ST Gebal &l HIH [HAT| TWHR & oo JATEl
&1 aRUTH § & s Fhe & dase ARAT HTeTae AT gfarar & Hah doll ¥ g1 arell IeqaedT &l
BS &l R 3ol T FIW 51 IcqITA {1 TS A6 T3 oA H AR 2015 FH @ 1429 FIH R
o7, FET 3 633 U W gl HRA AT HT geaee AU ool AT g1 A S & AJed # cAfAeRar
T g W Toidl AR faea 1 31 FAgrafdFd afar & fGem & s & 3 2

AU ASTA F ACIH F FAIST ISt F dF T Gelall Ieg o7 & HIAT & AT FHT gU Ay S
o Ig wehe Toham foh 3oTehl TR FATARM Tdehrd & ATSST &l ool 3 dgal aToll gl HIGT AT ol HeldA T
T TT-Tah [ahrd’ & Taeqelt va aaaaAaRY A F SR 3P §gal aTel gl ST 36527 oA F
A IfFd dF WER AT JSTANT FT 9 qgwd\ gu 3% Sflad TR S I 36T gl 3ooddl,
AETH T ALY WHPR o IS 7 oF {F 3w Teardior fFar, sfed 3¢ TFAT § SN &7 3T e
F 6o o TIE fRar &1 ATATT NS WERT # o g7y i, AfFaT 39 Faeags & afa A
TIHR T fAAYAT WY 81 3T ASTA3NT A fomdy AT A S 9o @it & fav garar Sar g1 s 3
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guf H TAAFIAT & 9 gl IR IRE IR TWo3 WHER A RAURE (Fedglesx) do1 AR rdcgaear &
ATTURT 4§ 3|

A ST & rEeT H USET FIET 1 3 IS A AN Bl dhare & Ui Ig THR SARY STold
ﬁmmﬁ@mwlﬁélmmmwmwwﬁﬁme had fAeT-97cqaT ah &Y
heedl @ i FET @1 Sl afesh afoieel Terse 3R T TIgs G@RT TR # 3oAh W A gHEa
ﬂﬁgm%mm%lwmﬁﬂéﬁr%ﬁqﬂ@rﬂdq@é—‘»emwl?r?rarq'?ﬂlmwﬁé#
Y IR QAT 3 Golol S AT a7 foh R Aol & A INer-aree, BT Fall g1 73 8, Afehed 319 7
Selt &1 gefl 3rcaryfaieh JETUAT Td 3RO F ol @l o T SRR HIMAR HH T W@ &1 3T T H
arg HAT AT &I Ahel SHET A TS sk AT AT W1 & o TH-400 e gaass A@TSe 6T Jorrel
CRT T e FoAhY oIl 1 Feht & T&T Tl o v fagel f@eiar arel iR & 2019 # 10 g9k #4is
TUY & T& 3curel &1 faaTta frar 3R 2025 dF sHHr &g 35 §IR IS ¥UY FA HT gl Ig IOd
SHIfAT Hora gam, i A WHR & AT TG FRaw TeRfa 7, Ieefed # v §1 gAR WER
S HIS FASNAT AET H Hehll|

TUAHAT & AT TR W ol < A1 Fee fohar €1 g, favg qed W 9Rd & aila &1 o @1 o &
fohar §1 Sodyg Hehe W g &1 g @@= & a1 #ifds & favey #Rd & «s H favg & fov fAare
AT &, 3eaie 929 oo 9T HRA &7 gfaser & Seram gl ga=aEar o9 frdy off eor ar 3Rgs 79 w
ST &, df 3ofdh dadedl # HRd I FHCY AREpides fRET $T NP e giar g1 $qd dg fava &r
AR & 9fd Th a3 T &d &1 39 9Rd fhdl #AeRFd & AHEA g Nar qufed & 3r9=m &#d
TIATAYdh T@T g1 AT S B Ggard Usg Aigd faed & w$ HA 3N S FFATAT X g g1 T§ o
faeq & #RA &1 docht giasar &1 & Al gl o 36 anf # #Rd 1 Hge TEpfd IR RO
UASUIOT fohar T/ g1 YA & SOl @ RAT G&hfd i dffgs @EAeT st fRer g1 e @
ITRTSET AT AT STHT Teh 3STE0T B

Ife Ay S eerfed & €3 3R &3 favia 9 § o 58 T W@ SR 3¢ 9id ST #T I3OUR favaE
gl 3T 3 Adcd W FAdT 1 0@T fIead § & ol 3aa Aol & wa3 3mer soe 7 ofer S gl
TIT8 AN TRATT &1 3eard gl, I AicHS SISl H 3T g, Atesdl 1 Ao g a1 #Ifds & SRIe
AThSI3 T ©IYOT, 3T T AFGAT H ALY S & HEdld W JAAdT of o g ¥ TWPR HT gIrer fhar
g8 3o Uid ol & favre faeara &1 €1 gRifar g1 Al $R Ush W8 AT 39 FHrdehlel & TS a¥ g
Y TEN &, 59 S ITSMET T 3T AglcHd HT @1 &1 T 1S a¥ 397 25 ast & foIw er v 3mer o S
T -G TAR %t arel &1 AT [eard § & gerea= A & 5o 376 ANt A AT HRA T S At
IMURTACT IR T §, 38 W 32 &7 Afed H aTell Teh HaTH, TAFA 3N AR 9T TR ol |
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ardy Fie
FarAr

AT AETT WeT & 9 AT Wil TSR Fardeh FAAT07 Q0 A Tl o demr aiffd a2
feam| 319 T & Hard 3o o¢r § foh 3R fg Adde @ 3 3R 386 @il & TREaR fhar m=m)
FT dEAd H TadIET & 3UPRT Alceh TSIy W U ol & FADAG U HaT TG Sl dlgd A, AT SeAhl
mgmﬁ?mlqaumﬁa“rﬁrsvnmﬁrﬁdiuﬁm“uwﬁ:m%ﬁ:gmmﬂtaﬁuﬁmgé%“la
HAIFAIAT FAT Shael AFIRGT H ReTAGRT b AT § a1 39 @R ggef 3 &1 TS qrer v ol
W Tl I ool H T o 31T Faftd AghAl & @y e & oAl i oA 3¢ gaer e O &
Jgl Aceh gerdf &1 AaeT & W@ &1 39H 3T T & ol El 3o 37 el & ORFar far a=r an)
398 HAGRISE WHR H FHAT a9 Aforsd FT grdre o a1l §arr 71 & 39 e9a 99 #Alcad ey uiv v
¥ IR I A AT TN MR AdE HQ*#%WWWW?W%W%
Rems At @rer AT ATl 3AFT Hgal AT fF e A T 3T AR 3% A FF IREIR fomar = g,
3oTch UTH SIg HAGeh Iard =igh 2|

39 AH H FREAIR Fel dlel Tadie! & JATHRT THR d@s & S0 9 Fard 3610 U] ofaie Afclsd o
3HA Ioleh HAATAANIN & HId Hidoiioieh fohv &, A ol THOT 9F & IJUR G AT dred &1 o
3R 27| R Ig o IR o9 & aei@s & AEe@ Wiel @ A WA Read & aAPh O 3R $o A 39
gger o & IS M| spol W SHAN A S oT MAS A, A FS STl AT o A IR R ey faged
Gol ¥ FdMT 3T 39 oRE 30 ATHe S @rar Il &1 off fGar aar ar) 39 PREART 7 dger i Ager
demell S oEl ANl =i 3§ A A GEeER @rll & e FRTAR 4, sHfav 3@ S 3nfe & fow
3o FF Te g3 3R HT 9 Th Adlel W GG IS &l FIR IE A 3 o IeTaRd ¢ ooy
RN & T WU & Har Agew derdt Hr i W UF o9 FT RIAT Fgl doh §eT TehdT g

FAR U # Alce vardf & dedt gud AR FRHar @1 vy §1 Rod $o @6l 7 e Joid & §eldme]
¥ goRl forel sTefier waref A QA9 g ST g ¥ S T T S TR, 3HA FS T AEF F AGw
gery & g9 A N AN F GX HARAET TR W F3 8 ¢ TS & g Ieehl e ah gl g
qid| BIC-AIE AHCA H Wl T Gohg F G A Alshgar IR diendll FrfdaT I Wl &1 AT gera
g Tea & Ald & ag o S8 We AfhT gl 384 dlsqwagﬁﬂﬁaﬂ?ﬁaﬁﬁ%nﬁmmwm
By $© gl o7l Tadel shael Beqe alih ¥ $o il W Rl w7 & g 7 "M geraf & sed
FRITR N Vol H Bl el g1 Fhdll 38 39 F3 H disad H HIRNA & Tee, Fa@s IRT A
gerd g # %ot 3R garsit & Siel Fele Y @M § WA Wit A @ 3§ E o T T g
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galea ~a T &7 AFT ghy I e fear = g
g1 T JMCRM qTamal gROMAT alell §1 dRAGR T 39
e H 3eadd o FgT & & AT ahyg F off A=
& @ ot @ wReR ¥R 9w @ dueE 3w W
B e aRul G & gedw cafFd @ ARue &
e 21 & dgd WEARISS Shael &7 SR g
(= £S5 Jleasrefl o Frefed & ded TAET F&T A ghar &1 TE
L e s o e A S degR A 9 F w9 A
S e SRRl Faer & & %1l Wil & Sfaw @ g ww
arell I§ U et %haen g1 giHA F1E ¥ fogea
s Ia o faffiea fear-Adet & RwRer $r &, e wer = § & o9 off Rl Jegmery W omar ary
ST § o e dasiEal #F TRear a1 gz ar e A7 fRar srer ke, FifE dfes A s
3L g § 3R el ALTTAT Tl IRIA &1 3feTeld o AT 1 off g0 aN & Gl 3@ A=A
I @gl &1 O 3R Y & SR Aiasnfddl dr TEdR JemiAid o #a @ Gerd & 18 g1 gferd el @l
Al F T EAR @ 9 I AR MVOT F FY Y 91T FEY TS g1 ST A ¥ [ g &
ITTq 142 & T8 AP T FEAATS HA §U TR T &1 F fAERr a9 e o] I 79 a0 g THR
WWH@TW%Iﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ%qw‘iaﬁéwaﬁaqmdﬁmﬁﬁﬂwmﬁgﬁﬁﬁ
Sl & A RAT AR FEAE T Al T Ao B ad wEl| HeTold & AR IR HIS
Yo gt YT Sl gl &1 Gral A &, dl Ig GfSe el o [T odieior fomar S el 81 &gl ST
Thcl & Toh Ig 3MMC dg¢ Gl 3RN W dTell §l Teh IEYTA & HAdlash R A 11 & & F:a T
arse TRAT §, 3N 28 oM@ ARG JFH T & d W &HH Rl ¢ T @, TR, Tgellel AT FHA
ST AT 37AY SAUR o HROT Yg HIH Aol Bl HASIGY &1 3 R AMBAT 3R gfrd o1 g Rishotr el
AT IRET TUT ST Y FATS T T 3T SIRAT &1 JT Fo FT ACITT &4 T T8 3T SIS I aArsedl
SISl TR § 3T Sop o 379y 9 7 3 g 1 SIRAT AT Srwam|
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