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Bitter, Not Better

Sugar joins wheat in the list of restricted farm exports. Even in inflationary times, an
unwise move

TOI Editorials

Sugar this week joined wheat on Gol’s list of
farm commodities facing an export
clampdown. It's been placed in the restricted
category. There’s also a cap on the volume of
sugar that can be exported in the current
cycle. Gol’s overarching aim of checking food
prices has everyone’s support. However,
resorting to blunt instrument measures such
as export bans is unwise - because of the
collateral damage.

There are three consequences of export bans.
One, it undermines the larger policy objective
of allowing greater play for market forces in
agriculture to give farmers more options. For
example, the ban has led to disputes between
firms exporting wheat and the agricultural
chain. A trust deficit between farmers and other stakeholders will make it harder to reform agriculture.
Two, export bans are an implicit tax on farmers as they amount to a cap on income. They make it harder
to garner support from farmers for reform. Three, export bans when global food prices are rising
undermine India’s credibility.

Reports indicate that India is reluctant to participate in the UN’s World Food Programme for grains if it
means acceding to a binding pact. It's unwise to quibble over conditions when there’s a food crisis facing
many emerging countries. Is there an alternative to export bans? Yes, fiscal policy can be used to top up
support prices and enhance Gol procurement. The third advance estimate showed that wheat output in
2021-22 will be 106. 4 million tonnes, a mere 3% lower than last year. This estimated drop can be offset
by fiscal policy that will help farmers, raise India’s global standing and aid the cause of agricultural
reforms. As for attendant fiscal costs, it’s far less distortionary than disallowing producers to respond to
price signals.
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US Exceptionalism Triggering Self-Harm

ET Editorials

For all its ubiquity and dynamism, the
United States of America can seem a
strikingly strange country to the rest of
the world, India included. Its Supreme
Court is reportedly contemplating
allowing individual states to make the
termination of a pregnancy a criminal
offence, while its legislators and
citizenry refuse to get rattled — or at
least rattled enough — to make the
procurement of firearms by the
ordinary citizen far harder than it is.
Along with Joe Biden, the rest of the
world was once again jolted by the
death of 21 persons — 19 children
aged between 7 and 10, and two adults
— in a school in Texas at the
semiautomatic-toting hands of a 18-
year-old on Tuesday. This episode comes less than a fortnight since the last massshooting in Buffalo, New
York, killing 10 at a grocery store, making it the 199th mass shooting in the US in 2022, so far.

Tellingly, a 2021 Gallup poll shows that only a little more than half (52%) of Americans want sales of
firearms to be stricter, a proportion that’s down from 68% in 2018. The issue of gun control is clearly
partisan — Republicans are less likely to call for stricter laws than Democrats by a margin of 67
percentage points — pointing to the limits of political relativism. The argument for easy access to assault
weapons and other firearms that has been trotted out as ‘tradition’ by the National Rifle Association and
beyond is the right to protect oneself and loved ones. Clearly, this purpose continues to backfire.

For a country that has built a threat perception based on real and potential external attacks, the US is
staggeringly blasé about attacks to its own citizenry from within. In Texas this week, the world was yet
again reminded of American exceptionalism as self-harm.
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Unending tragedy

The U.S. must impose a ban on assault weapons, and expand checks for gun ownership
Editorial

The U.S. once again faced the grim consequences of its unwillingness to tackle gun violence at its source
when a man shot dead at least 19 children and two adults, including a teacher, at an elementary school in
Uvalde, Texas. The shooting marks the worst such attack in the U.S. since the Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School attack in 2018, when a former student of the school in Parkland, Florida, opened fire, killing
17 people and wounding 17 others. A similar major shooting that led to outrage yet saw no permanent
reform in guns laws occurred at Sandy Hook elementary school in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012, in
which 20 first graders and six school employees perished. The Uvalde tragedy has also shaken the nation
for it comes scarcely 10 days after a shooting at a supermarket store in Buffalo, New York, which officials
described as a racist hate crime, claiming 10 lives. Overall, there have been at least 26 school shootings in
2022 alone and at least 118 incidents since 2018, according to reports that have tracked this statistic
over the past four years. Last year witnessed 34 school shootings, the highest number during this period;
there were 24 incidents each in 2019 and 2018 and 10 in 2020. Addressing the nation after the Uvalde
attack, U.S. President Joe Biden made an urgent plea for common-sense gun control reform, saying,
“When in God’s name are we going to stand up to the gun lobby?... I am sick and tired of it. We have to
act... these kinds of mass shootings rarely happen elsewhere in the world... It’s time to turn this pain into
action.”

Yet, it would be unrealistic to hope for meaningful change in the U.S.’s view on the Second Amendment,
which assures citizens of the right to bear arms. Several Presidents, mostly Democrats, have tried and
failed to get even basic gun control laws passed through Congress. Former President Barack Obama, for
example, came away frustrated after Capitol Hill rejected no fewer than 17 attempts by his White House
to bring common-sense gun control to the floor of Congress. While conservative lawmakers seek to score
political points by fiercely defending the constitutional right to bear arms, it is common knowledge now
that at the heart of the U.S. Congress’s refusal to stamp out gun violence in schools and other public
spaces is shadowy lobbying on Capitol Hill by the deep-pocketed and well-networked National Rifle
Association and, along with them, the entire gun manufacturing industry. If Mr. Biden genuinely wishes to
clamp down on this violence, which has ripped into America’s soul for several generations now, he may
have no choice but to follow in Mr. Obama’s steps and use his presidential power of executive actions to
enforce gun control measures. These should, at a minimum, include an assault weapons ban, expanded
background checks for gun ownership and boosted funding for federal enforcement agencies regulating
gun proliferation.
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USITS % HCH & IO FN H HCER F IRT F qE@d FA §U A hael 30 IREAR 1 afesw g@
ARTY §U 3EHT NSAT o SR Fhaml @ a1 Ig & o 580 #N & 9N A v JOF A g7 A F
NS & gU AR § Rpryd Hir N, 5o s1g BT ioRere wrar @ fieh Fglad § Aoel Teel R
T T g1’ I 3R MY HET o I3 A AR T TSI T HIHT g6 deh Ha [hAT ST Thdl gl T TAH
3CTE0T &% Tdl # @ 8, 9 J&l T & TIasG 3eleh A & [Qoh FRas ¥ Feaal 9 W 8
sH 7 7 Y A, e Ras 7 had FseaR dfod TollchR & IR Y A goe F 7 & PFREAR
G & [T A T FE T I R MY @Y 3R w@E FY foram ST A R SRy Rewr T geed @
ST &1 I8 ¥4 § o 30 Uod # 399, AR, §iUN & IR 4 & ggel ARG & el dferedar
arS 1S, TIEd STeldm # 3MhIET T 39H & UY A AT & alegEd & hROT Golld H AT T Teh &3T
91 g8l RISR FoA1| AR o 58 [T THRT T Gol3A &0 fham| ofehet goT AT T 575 arél
H 3aelr BN WY & o0 W FRAS FHT Addd U7 TSR FORAT| 0FT & Fear sIREs § e A,
STel T Afgel 3EUTH ISR H HCRR & AW F PRER R a@m e arer Ret & s
HIATcHS Hee BISH FHTS & ol JoTeilicieh d HIHTTSIh-HERidh TS AR & [T 3fHaeT a3
dr e IE HIW F3T Use-fR g
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HR T g M TRERT AR Fed dof T HIAAN & YR R deeidl Bl &l ST HT F97 HATTh
Bl & Al HRA & Yool 38 TAF 3ol Fl § o« dd HAd HA 3R B @ & F=d do &
At # e dele’l ¥ Afderd FeITaar dect 81 $EE TTef Wi T ETeT §oaT § 3R FHel W &a1d Felll
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9fd ofiex § Siafeh Sofer & v I8 24 *0d gfq ex &1 I8 Tufa Turl =€t 81 s@ehr 3R sl gewr
SRR R I39 {SeTeh I8 g Ao Al 7T &1 IR SR W ERART Huferar o FI=or g
sO% IRUTHETRY Aol Hufadr grer 7 & & v aRaes @iffd & ) AR &1 @ &1 afe g
W WA TE AT A TATT I98 & F T FRER T IR %*mﬁﬁmm&hﬁluﬁﬁwg‘;’ma’f
HRA 8 &7 A A6l a2 S & wEgrd 7€t grom 3R 37 FeTAd H7 ot oy FE el S goldet &
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2020-21 # HET Gollel H $H &9 HT ATelT 4.55 a@ A5 T9T 3o A7 S 2014-15 & 2.6 &A1
ST ATl F FBRar & folv WMER FI dgifodd X FeRar &8 &1 gel 3R 307 dar ¥ 3 arelr
TSTET FGT=TT G| I ! dlfeheh SlTell & e H UCITolTH 3cUlel &l Seger # enfie Far s ar 3¢
$eTYC ShiST T oM THCIENT| THR Teh IToMT Hleel H ol Hehell & ToIGY TIATROT 3fefehel IRASASN T
%3 fRar ST @b gl

R T gl TSTRNT GURT AT IEGRTRcAT §1 38 Yc¥aT 3R HTcheT gl TE 1 FY gaeumsit Hr
GHIET Tl & GRTehcl ¢ oifeh T SNSIN AT FURT ST Feh| TIHR I JG & H AR <ol &
fIT ST Fr difhe Tt I o 3TaRTFRAT &1 SHb 37Tl 3T HIAAT H gTAeTT et & o sar arfigu|
HAeg fafag=or &1 ger off FQr U1l Hed Ao @ FHE f9ors Fahdl 81 Fel Ao Sgl o 3w
e AMSHT &, T8I THR Al AohiNig 3@ AR aReel Hoa & @y gge s Sifes & are Fevdlr
gl Sl A W AT A GafEUT ARG A golleld glell dMgT difeh dlef Wi # dgera aRafard g
bl
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Live
feccadia

o .com Date:26-05-22

TS et & gy FEied)

6



&
N'-F www.dfeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (26-05-22)

TH FAART, ( e #7:fl, RT WHR )
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FAIS & HS MeArhl o Sel-ggie AT Jeo arell Sid A el hT HIRL T &1 AR FARFT, ST 3R
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EIEGUEEIRUSGIIGH mﬁﬂaﬁaﬁmmaﬂ?qguqlcﬁ FATST & S 81 3 aidfaieh Ss1d & Helrar, 3Taer
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ART 2T RIS & Aged drel Fat & o woEd § oo qdf oRrar Rer wesew, i sl 7
3R T AT @ do% Iea@T §1 Se d Re-Rid w1 ey g, Fars o InfAA i e sfder @
Todl ¥ TR 81 9 3eg WEeRl & |y & Huela #@og &1 BEar §1 3 |l Th-ga &1 difaieces
Aeg 3 &, a8 @ guem & fogel ¥ U dgca’ §H-ad §eicl ¢l ‘UAHITA3NTH 1982 & faw o
3efeh! AIST FTASEHdl Agcaqul g, T8 HETHERT sl HiAUTT &gl ST 8l

FaTs & FHIAGS A @0 & GRomAL, ARFE TGl AR Fe-wia 7 agerd H-Ieenae aRked &
drasle @ f{al @ wae # W R g1 AR SAdfEE e w weet sEdh geqe afafafr aa
STt 8, ofehel I8 30 THE & A1Y 31 g, Fifh Tg dikash shedor H o eg19eh ANTer S gl

ST fh el RIGT @FAee Jdiar § f& H@Ag &1 USiST ool & 3WT &6 g1 Fa18 FAgcaqoul I
dicfaferat & & 7 3T FEdHT FRE AT §, o ATl go qrEaR aiRfeafadr aF # seartsd
AT § AR fEsde dog AT W = AT gl Ig GATaor Rt AtaRagsr aifoar & sgrar &ar g,
gRA grssiele W AT & FHATA T g 3R et & 3R & 9 i dIR FA Hl ohT
SHTERdT YT e g1 w3 giaard) e @ ureell wafFefad w o o Tt vare aeny |

HEHARY T WA §U FAIs & T dFleT HRIERT 1 3 gl Tefas g1 FHA BART Herd gl b
sy Afeter S[era @ g &, o ‘sier derge diée aReT HaHl Sgra #T| a¥ 2004 Hr g & sfder
ﬁé@ﬁg@mﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬂﬁmma@%lmﬁma
HIseR G o awal o off g8 seenlsl & faear fham arr §, St Ageaqot &
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ggt 7| 98 98 AT A dloelsd W &, 3UA a8fhal & BIC FUS Tgada H Fe 6l AT ST AT|
ﬁﬁmmmﬁaﬁﬁé?ﬂguﬁﬁsﬂaﬁmﬁaﬁwaﬂﬁwsdsﬁﬂ¢mquu'\qﬁglﬂﬁﬁ,
3o diNarzad O i a8 a1d Regper arfor § % o8 AT 7 Moz Sliqar v vl wwaeh g, &
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