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Who Is Reforming ?

No political party is. And millions will not be economically empowered as a result
TOI Editorials

Congress’s chintan shivir’s push for a policy “reset” after 30 years of liberalisation is part of a worrying
trend of political parties refusing to step on the pedal and speed up the next set of urgently needed
economic reforms. Every party takes credit for economic growth and resultant job creation and systemic
improvements post-1991, a set of changes that have so far pulled millions out of poverty. But initial
reforms have lost their impact and India needs greater liberalisation. Instead, political discourse is
largely on welfarism, freebies and caste politics in the name of social justice.

Economic inequality is certainly a big problem but a focus only on redistribution will merely subdivide
the existing pie. What parties are talking today won’t improve productivity, foster competitive markets or
generate new jobs. And these ‘progressive’ policies may even take pernicious turns: Indira Gandhi’s desi-
socialistic “Garibi Hatao” slogan facilitated protectionism and rent-seeking, not poverty alleviation. Even
BJP, today enjoying the kind of political dominance Congress had three decades ago, is a hesitant
reformer. It lost its mojo after Rahul Gandhi's “suit boot ki sarkar” jibe on key land acquisition
amendments. And it lost it again after anti-farm reform protests by a vocal minority of farmers.

The perception that economic reforms are deeply unpopular stems from this fear of vested interests. But
as every country has seen, being scared of small, vocal groups means a vast majority is denied better
prospects. The current political timidity also extends to whetting voter appetite for bad policies like
freebies. And these spends actually hurt citizens when cash-strapped exchequers cut corners in
expenditure for schools, hospitals and other public works that improve human capital. Take Rajasthan’s
return to defined pension benefit for government employees, setting off copycats in other states. Recall
that states overcame the resistance to contributory pensions after defined benefits began proving
unviable. No less self-injurious are domicile and caste quotas in the private sector.

The political consensus that allowed GST to come into being is needed again. All-party deliberations to
ensure states, in tandem with Gol, pursue reforms in land, labour and agriculture laws are crucial.
Without reformed land and labour markets, manufacturing will remain stuck in a few PLI projects. It
won’t power a consistent 8% growth, which India needs for about 10 years if it is to come close to the
China miracle. It's doable if the backslide into populism is arrested right now.
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freawsiiaar #r afa
T

Fe WHR & 3w AR Fgfagererd (SSivhd) & YHar H Th efc JfAgEar & IRy ARd § g
arer A AT &l deprer goTa | Ak fom| SShuwdr & 50 fAvia & fov gog@ asig g8 a5 & qu &
THI Wi GIET T Gt fhar SIr & U1 Gsil Td 3w Hehedied &R0 &1 #Hee e g1 I8 =0 38
THT o I/ R S 3 AR H AGH AT &G § geT g3 ¥ o aoi § wael wiad gs 2
T Fellhl H o 39S & 3MEM & ST & o AT 81 50 T Peho T & o 3GHAUT o SwROT $1 g
R A NG F AT 9 § FIR Jghel A HT Tgd 957 cdiesh AR foraiaen &1 aRaw SRt & g Hrea
# 50 a¥ 3T TF 40 yfdud § 30 T A g3 B

3THIFAT Hed A H &Y I H Tga Aol ITUR W 7.8 BIFAT &1 5| SHA WIeT HIAdT H 3GHA
IRTET @I I8 off @a & T 316 ant & 5§ 3Tudd s o Seivwdr & v &t wenfaa fRar &l
WHN & FAGANY & NI Wihlesl faaror off gerar a1| dfe ARgs fAd ~geTard qadaT #eg ¥ 3w
off suforw framEr o off 39 3erer FATder & S99 SR TS| J&T SRUT § f6 TSR 195 oG e
& GNfd Tlie a7 & giie il &7 off Fu¥ w7 W 8| IE e T SToAadl & 3gAE d 50 BT A gl
JEXETel, HRA & U1 FIedlewl HI TATCd HIR § IR TWHR o Adolfad [AaR0T Jullell H drdel T 3dc
SerRY dgaX fRam g1 g 3R a1 FT T 3R AS 2020 & TR & FUT gl

3T 91dl & JAoG ¢ WU I dad @UE TR F Ader § dfed I8 HAWSET TR W AR H
TISST PY SJehdlel TEATCIN | FUAAA o §Tel & H T gfar &r 3meaed fhar ar & 6T Ag dhe &
THY HAeSIR AT I | SSNUhe! & Jereas & fhv arg &t & FhR fear &1 $IRd gfaar & g@kr s
asT?’lﬁscqqun%&T&mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ%%,%,%,m,@%@ﬁwﬁﬁ
oot & NS g1 AR FN 0T A g Famr g 6 2022-23 & R HRA F A AT v g
T @ A T Sdih T BT HT FAT 4 U5 &7 3R dedlsT qur Heeiorar &1 @ @ 5 s
Tl 4 38 @l

eI, HRd & FASR g Adds gl & drasfe f@aTd w gfdey ARgs @ey gram W I 3w
ST | ARG & IE g X O IMRAPIST HT g T HT 9 fhar 771 § & Ig gfdaer g Re o]
8T & 3ol off Qex 3% Hise & IUR W AT frar Siver qar 3+ a2 & fFda SRy e forereh
e et Hath SRl & Told 3aTehl TR 3y Hian| foafie gfdeer @ v 3 1 gemidd |
ST AT FA g & O T f gared B § AT 9 Hrad 30 B § O FEa W gfaEy o
SHFIT%Immﬁmmﬁ@?ﬁﬁlﬂﬁ@rﬁmﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ'@m*uaﬁrqﬂddﬂm
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Aed W 3ER HRUAR ST SIa8 T G A1igv] SR 3mUiRd 3u o Alg § ehr Aeg @ qur A
ey GLaT FARHT 1 S Fehcdl &1 W g@ H &1 § fh TWhR o e R 3UT 39111
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fGoel & s goTh # A YhaR &
gU 87 Afehis & UF SN T T
¥ SU9 F SdomAT Y AT @l & gl
58 95 o 9w @ o ¢ Row 3o
ast & gu WF TAH ged & de ol
EANY 3T el A8 81 3T FeaT
AT 31T o &€ ol I SITIRATET SR &,
AN & TR W M 3R WER & TR W
T S & AdeT FAT-GAT W 0 T3
A & ¥ H FHA AGT @ gl
Hght # gU HIeTehis & FROT S 8N @
gl, saer @ A% § & 3R sARG &
A1 & SdolA gld dl @Mt &l el o
STt ST [ S & 9ar e § SARA
H 93 I 3R X [Ahe & v % v & Tear s I ar, g o sge oler AR el safow
39T STl WX W97 STET AAgT folehel WIT| &S oIl ol e X Sl qalad Sl HIRAA F STEA g7 | v =Agr
fAehel 91T F 39T T FUet IR YU F ge W A V| IRAd § o Tg e o IR AT gART A
g3, 3A WA AR I3 §a i FUl I W M| TG g 3@l & AT AR gy oo
HH o BT AT SART HT U FAfoleT I & STHT MG o AUT| I m I § fF gear & god & ¥ s
ST Uil T Th Soeh H AT gl 3T |

g RS o U aR Y 3¢l HaTel &l AHA of AT & ST 0 & a9 gleq & §I¢ 360 W} &1 Afehed
fageaT 75 ¢ T Moo gl @ fhdl @ IS dash ¢ dan| @t IR-aR O ged #4241 gid 82 are fomar
ST aifgv o @ Arer et GHER 2019 #H ool T U TS HIT & W7 A ddreld el & Hid g
S Y| Tar AT T gt Rl 99T & Teh gleed & 30T o FIE o9 offel foldT a1l ARG & 1S T
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IERAT & SId UH Ggell &al alel a3 31f3sfeis o g1 S gl Sfid g¥ ©ear &1 gian gl Rufé o amehr § =
386 dlc 9 FT W & W dlle 3 g1 360 o JE o1 & & 0 gredl & FHROT T ol ST Harel
s gid g, 3R Sae 3R FATU Tl & ol TPR 306 BIBdl H Ghd L Gl dgck THSTAT &l
T FH Th IR ATl AR S ool & Gk H 3Tl g, 39 I dide we & fov s&dare fohar
ST TET, g8 AT Sodr @7, e ot a1, JAfha 3T & T91d & IS T J81 A? 39 SART & HAlfos
IR FYAT & TaTed & I APANFT FHET T vANT ofr FET o

31T &7 "3 & A el I 8Teld d8¢ RidTelsis g1 HAGIR & dgc ©ell 3MEer aTel Solieh g1 fastelr
& aRl & ochd e o HH a1d g1 Rl same 7 & 98 dear # 0 sARA § Sl R o e
YhR & 3T 3R HR ol @ g1 I & AGH A WBRFSIER N HYeThd ST Todd &1 STene H
§Y 39T BT g1 T H T § fh faotelr & gler arer giedr & Udhel & qATCd dalaed &l 0¥ glear a
ST § Al ANl & WY WER A Tg GARYT T gET TR gX SARC I GIET 3T gl 3R
3T fQomer & 3=mafa yaAoHT & e w8 w15 afafafr gad § 3R sghr g F FEEe @7
TR BT & Al SHeRT Tgell W of dg! & o WX gEehT et Flaad el 1 fSden B

Date:16-05-22
R &7 g H et
STgceTer $sTY

fafe#ior &7 & ot 3 Rulet & wvgl I § foh 3R HRA &1 38 &1 & gialar &1 a37 &g oo g al
sad fou HAiog geAlfadt &1 welifds daee Aees @ SR 3o geml sad fav o oenfaat
ST IS IS § UG, GA H AF 3o 33T, WcAAR ARA ATHI AR Icued & dagy dicdg
(NTA3NME) ST AT ol @ erar &1l qall, @i § fdeah 3ege, sufadl iR gelt 1 #Rd # o
T, R 1 HFegaEdr # AT ARG S B Rt W SR wil, $RA & HFd AuR FFEsiiar
(ThdIT) 3R 1S FI&T HAlG A Tl & A 3AT-HRIGN HT doll H Felel AR grerar Ig o e
e e fher 3T &1 FHAE qar H AH H qUET AR T FR FERIA F 3cde F A 39T
FATAT|

Sea@eld ¢ % 50 @AY R & #Rd & & 3cdial $ AT 96 W gl IcAIR #Rd A &
fafaATor & ded didra &3 S grAfAewar & @ ds ¥ derr o @ 81 i 3l o qer # gar, Aersd,
fRfercar 3uer, arget 3R fosrell 3uaor 3cAeT S8 & 3T 3T AT @ Imafdd Fed At W AR
g1 W A O & Fed Al & [dhed TR % & fU Uod 3¢ Al 7 THR o 3cdieal & 3T Hicargs
(NTANTS) AISTAT & TEd ARE 3¢ I HAT &l o HUS FAT e & WY Nedread FlafRad e &
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39 3 & FT 3cUlch A & Fed Al & [dhed gl A bl g1 1 &1 NTANS Aofall § Herel g
ast & & H gt H FH IR SR Tlell oaTHeT ATl oG A5 TUT FHod hi a3l T 3cdieaT gl

ik A & Fol AT H & FAG IR 3TN & AT W A @ gier g1 safav 3 H & aF 7
AR 3R AT #F To= & T dS & F1F I @ &1 39 TS 7 3o § & BT J9e g
21 39TEd, 2020 @ oA A IS 2022 dF TR FAR W FAC S del Nl d gH gH@ @l
3UOl T G SIRY @ gl g8 eAdl, PRIAT H GANTIT & dT HRA I &al 3T 3cdlesT Fal
gfaar & & |t @ Sarer o A garsdr AT FY @M &l W A HRA F gfAdr & AT AR 93 gar Scure
&g & ¥ H A @ I @I B

Ig a1 o Ageaqul § f HIfas-19 1 o O & 9fd a1 dRgew Arreeh & FRoT qAe el Sufa
A AT T 39T FRIGR FAeT foram 4l 3R, Vo o 7d @ AT 7 W F SR & AAS 961 § &3
JHefw eERT H 3cUlesT 39 U5 T g1 el A Ig AUar HRA & ol 93 WG & §T H AHA S gl
ot @ e foleveld fafaaton, foder 3R oafa & #le #RA 1 3N 3m o6 81 ece A 2020 # g%
fFT AR HRT AHTT & &g SA & 3NN H doit & Fele H Al fFem g1 W F Ig AT o
w1 ¥ % oRd Ao & did & g dhdl g1 9RT # gfAdr § §aAvs Juiadr atd S oeld &
3cdG §ATC AT Fohdl AR AT 3emer S 3w foshr i, 399 sdcuaer # 3d0 & e
VSR Gord gherl

AR $r T smerRa srdegaear o A R_AATT &g aol 7 germdr sffaer Fem W@ g1 Afas-19 3R
ool Hehe T elfcrdl & ora ool fad a¥ 2021-22 & #RA &1 3culg @A 419.65 3R SeR 3R Aar
fATd 249.24 3RS 3R & VRIS TR W Ggdell 37 10 H Fohd ¢ b 39 9T fdha 3memid
3TegaEdT 1 T dear o W &1 Ao 89Ra & A g6 ® & RAdAr a7« off wah & A
e @ 8

g a1 $f HAgeaqol § o 3R, #Rd, Sue 3R meeforar &1 wieer e Fars ot #Rd & 3eEeT-
FRIGR & JFE # Hld F Je2X dTad & Fhdl ¢l 389 i #Ra &I AAAT &g S &1 997 3R
AR 3T TY-T1Y 39T FRISR & [EAR & AU 9Rd 5F Famare wefa © g @7 8, 359 i
faferaior &1 yog@ & ool &1 HoAAT Yool g9 A AT FHgeaqol A §- WA F Fcd dd AOR
w@ﬁﬁm@yaﬁaé&ﬁéﬁ@mﬁ%ww@ﬁwmﬁm,%aﬁw
A EU G el & WieA fAFEeH (9 IH SIS FARICRT BR Hedl HFERel HAlolioihel US
SRIATTAE HIHTRAA) T TGHE oA 3N FHFd AR FFSAAT (THAT) Y fERr 7 96111 AR o FFFd
3RS AR 3R Ireeforar & @y ThAT HY AR & fear g1 39 qud |, fSee, #eArsn, @rsr wgden
afteg (ST & o &, afator anhier, 3Afier 3R sorea & g thdv & fav gerfaqet ardiv 3
wfasT & Tha ¢ W
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SHH FIS o TT A BF ¥ 2022-23 F FET g9 F ded 3 A wfF &7 () H A5 NFUROT
3R AT TR St @ & @ RFAT &1 9@ &g a6 F garEr @ afaeierdr e g1 a9 & A
&y AT T Fgrar ST T §, AfheT AT HA 8T & I®T WG el ¢ 9wl 0 F 9§ 2022 @
AT & 8 IFAURVT & dgd PR o 3curgent 3R Fidet @ fady gfaurd aor & arq #gr 81 a1 &
Il ST &1 FEAATT Be] T AT R_AAAT & v g wehen| @57 A oo dicar & Aregd @ @A
3R 3cure Yok Ho H glaur gl 3curest Y& i & fv S g7 g i Al o agt Aol g7
ufshar & oAt 1 o AT fohar ST e @R MYfd YEer ¥ ST AUt g¢a @ Scdres
R FA gel 3R AR TEIU ARSI TR 7 AT § FHA PR RN | YT, T, Te<amg Srr
At & dcad d ARAT aRTd ARaF TR T & el T F ded Ay H AT FET F AFEE
¥ AT 3T ‘TofdT US Tof HAS & dgd oAU 3TshAT I TATIASN ' HT Ticared fohdr STTem| ool U8 oo
SIIEAT & e 3N 1 fostel, Tl IR Tk SR g Flaumw fAel 3R e @Y 3cuee Yw
F Ghal|

g o IeawT ¢ & g & fafaATor &1 e Fg a9 & fov & a¥ 2022-23 & gac & S yrau=
FiATEa fhw aw §, 3ot Fhoral qaeh AR Sleq & haeads S&0 g1 I8 off S0 ¢ 7o dor & fBfoiea
Fierel [T 3 o s3ar @ Gefa [ffea A=t 9w Ot O w17 8 /(AT 87 @ aRaw &g
Telel T FHTAIN BT TSR FoT & [0 JTW ¢ [F HcATAIR ARG AT 3HR #7657 3331 o a%a
Sl W SR fam STl gHe JTeTar 3cUle o Held, F@eRl 3cdiel @ durEdr g & fov ey ud
AAER W T o, el AR Wl dt, 3rdeqaedn & fBioedevor fI AR aa e, 3mqfd
HGT T AT HH A= IR AT HT e Hlerer A9gar @ o A= &1 o 5T g

WA
HeEld1
A W Sl TWHR

HITGHIT
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AR o e TR W Tl HAAT B HART e
& 39T & AR W A & FAT W Aeohrer g A
gfaey  oem  fear gl eedr, fady SR
FEIAGTOT o e S & FTose fohar &
fh AR Tl qEY & &I W S & HAegeloR
g A Y Al & wWeRdr §1 @8 9g o feTa
foRar S Tohen foaeh fow orex 31w #fde oy fhe
o1 g% g W S Rwde & fAr ;ar & &
qodig S 3IfORIe sl & IaT doldl g o
U 3R Wy Uerer T Fdr HAAH & FROT I
H e AGERT 36 AT & 3TT TR W GG
g Fl NG A G H g g & R AT o
mﬁmﬁﬁwﬁmmgﬁ%lw
#H 3 Fr HAT I @ T §, 3R 30 gfd fren
3mmer 35 9 W o T@T g1 T H I g ar R
g S A Wi H HAAr B JH T §
AT ST| A & & e & HEAE al FRUT [T ST Fhd 81 9gell, $0 R g & 3cleed gea Fl
AT &l dec ITH & NG H wHT A5 glel H TekT & & 3Teholed AT AT & foF 30 IR 3FATAS
A Icdeat 11.13 3 & & el 10.50 FUS o T Tehell §1 IRAes § & 2o & Ag A Freirem a1
10 3 o & 3TEUTE B &1 &, G H &b Ao qAC W & fAw Ag 1 @A Aot aww g1 g@n
RO, TH-Yohel JEY & Told NG T dRFh #A97 9& 8, 3R N IR #AQAT & R #3307 T 9.63
g eof & fAAa # g 81 &0 IR Foher favg A vo@ g fAdiaw 2w €, A et & g gey &
eI AR aReRT IF & T FT FeAdT S T g1 aledl &M A1 Jeor ofar a1 & I dArE gt A
g B FA I3 Fh §l AR AT FT I FIH FI7 Y 3UEH &, Afhed 30 AT AR AT & g
3l HA 3 ¥ ARG # IJelT 1 3T g ahd T8 o ¥ % 39 AR it @ wgeAaA
W?ﬁ?raﬂ“vqﬁcqlqlaﬂaqwimﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬂam%lwﬁaﬁa'm{sﬁ3*T\T<s||q\q|o-u-|<‘=h‘rceuq|
HER s g2l & gl @ WHR A W 33U F& g o Qo F g iy o e & qf @ || g
S A A FT AT Aehel 1 el foham 4T B, S AR B
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oY R ASdd
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S8 @A &1 MR & god T & Tsgufd confecdR 9fde & gfaam &r 0@ Jeur & sferelelr H ashe
fear e sTex fAsherel i1 TE 3ew & A A W & 3R Yoy TH Th W gfAdr ;R F AT A AT
Hohe H ZAIAT ST T & T8 Wl Yiael & olarel W &&dsh & @1 gl Rl doh ey I fhetels 3R
TS & ARl § 30¢ A 39T HeTT Feofld I fAdead el 1 el fhar g1 For 12 Feedt & AT Y&
B3 e IS AT 373 30 HeEdT dTell dge HoTd TS &l gl A T Ighel N AET F TGET Feofed
O Uehel & AT S ST & Geur o3 @1 ¢ 3R gl aet 3 98 e ar 3R @l e oo & &7 &
A 1300 el ofel WAT dicad T hefols & b W TH & gAS & a6 F & Al & AT S5 A
G & Tohd AT @ A racls & s gifoar af & 2 & 76 AEEy T 39 Feqd & geT H o
Alfss e F SAHh, Ad 3R SIS 1949 & el & 6 & THIT T & 5T Te&T ¢l fhaals 3R
TS SEA A AG §U A Afehed 3T F AT o AT A A @ Wt §1 AT N ey F ek A
gfeas 2o & WA 3MHAUT F T & AT FATIT AT AT| FTAfR THT F TTY STAT JHT HH 8 8T
AT oAfehed Pohol U o 3eTeleh S@ FEIUNT A a9q of fear §1 1999 # ugell aR g &egfaiee i U
Rafeere, gy 3k diels & Y arer & geegar ol 911 §FF & dic oy ¢ o ‘Teh & fov @y 3k
o fT T’ quy | 2004 # geInRar, AATAAT, FeErRAr IR FeA@AT o s nfAe g vl 3w
el Ao g9 Aifaad et vEdifaan, ardafaar 3R fogsnfaar @ aer & gy w2010 #F srearfrar iR
el 3R 2017 & Aicaar 8 Al & HeET & ¢ AT IR & & g Redl wF F9@ Sqer °e ad
qgdl S T A AT A 3 @y e foar AR gt gehet A sreemaarfeat B @t fodm e ey
& A AT T Sl § FAR I3 @ & FI feened aArer 1 #Asigeh & 3R s
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