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Restore India’s heritage of a shared peoplehood

The spewing of hatred, in a new and menacing dimension now, is belittling the

Constitution and betraying the people

Gopalkrishna Gandhi is a former administrator, diplomat and Governor

show whether his fears were groundless.’

Prognoses, right or wrong

The Gladstonian Liberal, John Morley (1838-1923),
opposed imperialism and supported Irish Home
Rule. But he had a dim view of India’s aspirations for
freedom. ‘There is, I know,” wrote Morley, ‘a school
of thought who say that we might wisely walk out of
India and that Indians can manage their own affairs
better than we can. Anyone who pictures for himself
the anarchy, the bloody chaos that would follow,
might shrink from that sinister decision.’
Disapproving of reformist enlargements to Indian
franchise and representation, he rebuked the
‘reformers’ with searing words : ‘When across the
dark distances you hear the sullen roar and scream
of carnage and confusion, your hearts will reproach
you with what you have done.’

Quoting these two observations of Morley’s in an
essay on the man, Winston S. Churchill wrote (in his
Great Contemporaries), ominously : ‘Only time can

Today as we approach the 75th anniversary of India’s freedom, we may ask if time has disproved those

grim prognoses contained in Morley’s keywords.

[s there ‘anarchy’ in India?

Absolutely not. Ours may be called by observers a turbulent democracy. True, some of our leaders often
forget the laws, forget that there is such a thing as the Constitution of India. And many politicians speak
with hatred in their minds and poison on their tongues with impunity. That does not make India a lawless

desert.
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[s there ‘bloody chaos’?

Of course not. Yes, there are moments of mayhem, hours of bedlam, days of havoc. Our legislatures know
pandemonium. Our government offices know disarray. But bloody chaos? No way! Our chaotic moments
can be bad, they are not bloody.

Is there ‘confusion’?

Yes, there is. It is something new. And it has been deliberately sown, assiduously nurtured. It is about
what our national identity is, what we as a people are in our core beings. India has been, through the ages,
about three ‘C’'s — caste, creed and country. The first is a matter of kinship, the second about worship, the
third about citizenship. The first two are about high sentiment, the third about a high ideal. Leaders of
India’s renaissance did not want the first two to engulf the third. They wanted the first to become
irrelevant, the second to become a private matter, the third to engage us. Today, caste and, more to the
point, religion, are engulfing the country. The Hindu-Muslim divide is at its sharpest ever since
Independence.

And do we hear the ‘sullen roar and scream of carnage’?

One has to be where, in W.B. Yeats’ words, ‘the blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and...the ceremony of
innocence is drowned’ to hear that roar and scream. If these two fearsome sounds had been heard for the
first and last time when India was partitioned, one might have let the horrible trauma recede in our
collective memories. But no, just as it had happened many times before India became independent, and
happened at the hour of freedom, it has happened afterwards again and over again. When did it happen
last ? One can say ‘yesterday’. One can say ‘yesterday’ every day, knowing that the ‘yesterday’ can spew
into ‘today’, any day.

Diminishing India

The Hindu-Muslim divides growing to a new and menacing proportion diminishes our country, debases
its greatness, destroys its heritage of a shared Peoplehood.

Riots have invariably started over flimsy incidents, like fires generally are, but Hindu-Muslim riots have
got quickly co-opted by other entities, with the help of mercenaries to serve sinister purposes. ‘Entities’ is
a euphemism ; we know who those are. They belong to both denominations.

Who started the disturbances on Ram Navami day? We are unlikely to ever know. Who gained, we will
and already do know — nameless, faceless, soulless manipulators. Who lost, who suffered, is tragically
known as well — Hindu and Muslim innocents. But more, beyond those innocents, who bleeds? Our
country, its cohesion, its coherence, its conscience.

Social media spread the news of early incidents with the speed of light. District authorities in Madhya
Pradesh, according to reports, had houses of some of those implicated in the rioting demolished. They
acted surgically. Who came under the ‘blade’? Destroyers of public property being made to pay for that
destruction is sound, but is it sound to make the wives and children of the accused also pay by being
rendered roofless?

Gandhi’s fast
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In 1924, terrible Hindu-Muslim riots scarred the Muslim-majority district of Kohat, in the North-West
Frontier Province. Gandhi went on a 21-day fast in Delhi by way of penance. Emerging from it, greatly
weakened, he said in a feeble voice to those gathered around him: ‘We ought to be able to live together.
The Hindus must be able to offer their worship in perfect freedom in their temples, and so should
Mussalmans be able to say their azan and prayer with equal freedom in their mosques. If we cannot
ensure this elemental freedom of worship, then neither Hinduism nor Islam have any meaning.’

‘There is no point citing Gandhi today; he is ancient history’, I can hear the dejected reader say and my
first instinct would be to say ‘I know.” But there are many, many of them wielding great influence, who
would demur. The stand on secularism taken by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, M.K. Stalin, in recent
policy pronouncements, citing Gandhi and Bhagat Singh, has been exemplary. The statements of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) in its just concluded conclaves in Kannur, have been salutary. These
complement the traditionally strong positions on secularism taken by the Indian National Congress and
many other political parties across the country. Very significant has been the statement of the former
Chief Minister of Karnataka, B.S. Yediyurappa on the Ram Navami violence: ‘It is our desire that both
Hindus and Muslims should live like children of the same mother.’

Courts must step in

It is time now for the courts of the land to take a stand, with the National Human Rights Commission and
the National Commission for Minorities as their thought-partners to uphold the Preamble and Article 25
of our Constitution. In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court of India held that
secularism is one of the basic features of the Constitution. To weaken the freedom of conscience is to
weaken a fundamental freedom. The spewing of hatred by inflammatory words and any abetting of those
by elements in power belittle the Constitution and betray the people of India. It cannot be permitted.
Communalism inverts our citizenship, perverts our humanity, subverts our Constitution.

Very recently, as many as 100 Muslim residents of Dalvana, a village in Gujarat’s Vadgam taluka were
invited to offer Maghrib Namaz and break their fast during the Ramzan month on the premises of its Vir
Maharaj Mandir, a 1,200-year-old temple. ‘When the heart is hard and parched up, come upon me with a
shower of mercy..." wrote Tagore.

In the prevailing aridity, Gujarat has shown that grace has not been lost.

We do not have to disprove Morley and Churchill. We have to prove ourselves to the conscience of our
Republic.
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A window for inter-State collaboration, to breathe easy

The Aam Aadmi Party has the ideal opportunity to resolve the air quality issue in
Delhi and Punjab

Tanushree Ganguly is Programme Lead at the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW),
an independent not-for-profit policy research institution

Over the last few years, the Delhi and Punjab governments have been at the receiving end of scathing
criticism on the issue of air pollution. But the annual inter-State blame games have only served as a
distraction even as residents in the two States continue to breathe polluted air. Now, with the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) governing both Delhi and Punjab, collaboration for clean air should be the mantra for both
State governments.

While Delhi dominates the discourse on air pollution in India, Punjab is home to nine of the 132 most
polluted cities in the country identified by the Central Pollution Control Board. In 2019, Delhi and Punjab
together faced economic losses estimated to be approximately X18,000 crore due to worsening air
pollution. Therefore, by collaborating for clean air, both States can ensure improvements in citizen well-
being and labour productivity.

What needs to be done
So, how can the two States collaborate?

First, those in charge of the two States must talk. Setting aside their disagreements on the contribution of
stubble burning to Delhi’s air pollution, the States should arrive at a common understanding of sources
polluting the region. This would result in solutions that are amenable to both governments.

Second, create platforms for knowledge exchange. A common knowledge centre should be set up to
facilitate cross-learning on possible solutions to developmental challenges in both States. Such a centre
would especially benefit Punjab given the host of measures that the Delhi government has already taken
to improve air quality in Delhi. For instance, Delhi has 40 continuous air quality monitoring stations. On
the other hand, Punjab has only eight continuous monitoring stations while source assessment studies
for eight of its nine non-attainment cities are under way. Information on air quality levels and source
assessment studies are critical in developing long-term strategies for pollution mitigation.

Using proven solutions

Third, collaborate to execute proven solutions. The two States could co-design solutions that would
improve air quality. They could jointly institutionalise a task force comprising experts from State-run
institutions to pilot these solutions and assess their impact. This would ensure wider acceptance of the
proposed solution, which has not been the case in the past. For instance, the PUSA bio-decomposer
(developed by the Indian Agricultural Research Institute), touted as a solution to stubble burning by the
Delhi government, has received mixed reviews from farmers. Further, the decomposer only makes sense
for early maturing varieties of paddy, as even with the decomposer, stubble would take between 25 to 30
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days to decompose. Therefore, it is of little use in high burn districts such as Sangrur, Punjab, where late-
maturing paddy varieties are dominant.

Market for diversified crops

Fourth, create a market for diversified crop products. The persistence of stubble burning in Punjab and
its contribution to toxic winter pollution in Delhi cannot be denied. Shifting away from the ‘paddy-wheat
cycle’ through crop diversification is a sure shot solution to stubble burning. But, the lack of an assured
market for agricultural products, other than wheat and paddy, has acted as a deterrent. For years now,
the AAP government has toyed with the idea of introducing ‘Aam Aadmi kitchens’ in Delhi. These
community Kitchens could potentially incorporate crops other than wheat and paddy in meals offered.
Scaling up such kitchens in the two States could signal demand and an assured market for diversified
crop products.

Finally, both State governments should assert the need for extending inter-State cooperation to other
States in the Indo-Gangetic plains in different inter-State forums. One such forum is the Northern Zonal
Council which has representation from Chandigarh, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. Both Delhi and Punjab must use this platform to highlight the need for
coordination with neighbouring States to alleviate the pollution crisis.

AAP has an opportunity to showcase political leadership towards air quality improvement in Delhi and
Punjab. However, while collaborative solutions exist, everything cannot be achieved this winter. This
year, both State governments should focus on identifying clear metrics that they will use to evaluate their

performance in the coming years. With a collaborative plan of action, we can be optimistic about cleaner
air in the years to come.
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ST, FACITe H3HY, ( JE@F THMITAH FFITIE NF Adoric Fedier vs Rud, 38Rk & e § )

Bl A GUEAAN Reg FE A IJARS Iegufa S S1gS § o9 FG gU Fel T I favg AR derea
AT & A #RA QU giAar &I Wiehlesl U T Hehell g1 3oTh 30 HYUA &1 Aer 31 § fob 9k &
qTT AT # Wieleol g1 U H Wiehlewl THIAT & HROT & Gl o fe@rs & wr 81 ugell, WHR &
HET Wiehleol HHA & FROT o A% s FEAN &1 go/6 @ T T Ahs3a H1 AR A IRIST F
ST S T, Sfesh g8 FHT gfAar B Joer 7 2w A A o hA Bl q@l, TE-Yohel ey & A
AR o AT Tegle SRl F fd & FAegaor Mg AT #1 epaqd Alewr o= grat 7 o foram g
Sea@elg § o & A g afed Gregrel & s 3curest &1 IReed fe@rs & @1 ¥l Tg 3 e 3R
3rfegaeyr & AT 987 WeRT &1 I §| Wed HAT & Wiedlewl 3cdlead  Gal I AW & 4R,
wHS IY 2021-22 H & H ol WleIleol el RS 31.60 Fg ol W g el T 3efAl g, i
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ﬁaﬁwaﬁﬁm.mmaﬁmmlsﬂaﬁﬁéwmmﬂ.w IS T @ AT A g,
St o Mo a¥ 10.95 &3 e @ a7l fad af 2021-22 & R Al &1 Fol cdead 12.79 g ol
R srgarfaa 81 @ & 396 A fdogel 3cdieet 3.71 #03 &T 1 @bl &, S foh o @ & 3.59
FNE T T ST g

F 7l Neg Bg AN F AgaoF Faet & & o1 @ 9w geae @, [t s’ At &
awhel fhaTeaae 3R fhamal & aRe# & Wiedle 3curest a¥-yfday Rers Farg =il gu fewms & er &1
SEH FS o AF AT ¢ qu F wey ewd FEA 9 @ FOERT &7 g W & W@ 8 g &
HAWSET HGT HIV (HSUATH) & Ueh HF TF # Hgl A7 ¢ & WHR & TUHHA IRT ool 3Hewl
ArSTell (NUASHHTaTS) & g HFd Wehlowd HIAhH o olehs3el & THIET T I&l T AN HT HH Hlel &
3gA iR AHTS §1 Ao § & SR FEER qE § & d1g A WEN A AT 2020 F dEt
HFA WA el & ToIv divAshiehuars T qesnd & 1| sHe dgd el &l 3Hh WHAT HiC & 37T
il safeba diar fhell A% T2 f&ar Srar €1 3t 2020 ¥ oY S0 Wil AR ddh BHR SHR 2.60 G
RIS T T A FhT &1 30 Aol 3 @ AR s 80 oI5 &i T Hod H AU & F THR T 80
g IS 9T 1 HTARFT SIsT AWM 56 JhR Tied FI&T & ST gfAar H Fod T57 Tsfell W THR
0 O fAdeR d& 3.40 o IS IIY @I HX I T a1d ¢ o Th TSE, Teh AT FIS ThHIA &
ded 15 Y afFa 2 & R A1 & 3T AT FT TH o ThaT gl I FRIAT el H TWHR F 0
Hhel A g ey af o1 & g3 I 3R T g5 s A

HIfas-19 &1 U3l & T AR o dfRgd T W Ml TWRaHAG G HI Tedlesd 1 AJYfd H 36A
AP S B A7 hanieearel 3R Aelenr 974G &1 T§ o Tose fG@ms & T ¢ & ®6 3R et gewr
& AT S TRAHG Gl ¥ HRA & NG Fed 3T Tledlewtl HI HIT §¢ IS ¢ &F 3R Fohel Ao
dRaeh N Igft & HAT v WU REY F1 AT Fd €, AT geg & Told 341 M F I A AR
I T TS FI WG H 24 B F g ARG F A AT H AT g g3m gl Al qw o & &
3heRT, afRee TRIAT 3R EfEor qdt ORI & TR Gur U SR & fiT oIk & g B AT AR
T Fl W A TH IR Ghel BT IURUTT HT RIS HRA HIHT e o A TN §l FH AT ARA &
THATT U &, [0S a S8 A1 A AT A SR G| A IUSASUAT & AT R FN FoT =M R
A HT IR FA T o wmeT o TR Bl 3R yewr, Yol gREAOm AR FEF gewr 3nfe SemaR
A Se 1 T A W@ Bl IAASET SR H G H AT B SOR A Hehr s g1 @ A
fordiceh framil @ el THd Hed (THTEd) H Joar # 39 g W 9g Tle ) § TWhR v
W GG FA T YR e A 3cure H o IS Al e B Heraem g7 g1 oA Py 7 A 3k e
I WATHYE dTulcdeh BHel &1 GA1 &, 5 9 3cureen! & Taeer sl HiAd e T g1 Ig His ol
a1 e § % oRd @ fadiw a¥ 2021-22 & @ew @ o 3% 75 @ e § A3fAF A F ;T @ g
¢l Ig o a¥ 2022-23 & g & 3fdw & RS TR A g Tehl B
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gA 371G Y T ool Hohe & AT U A Wihleol TIYAT & HRUT NUANHTATS & dgd 36 Aol 310er @
AdeY deh 80 IS IR AN T HET A WM & A 3¢ HeINs & A (A9 a1y & #Rd glaar &
faawei 3 fodficer gor & &9 & 3o g3 fewrs <

Live
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AaY J AU AW qET YT FA A FaC

AT FaAR, Faufa 3R FR RFawe

FoT AR HRAT A H AT FAG ATl T AH TS HFAA B A G 2025-26 dH
Soi T IgATT & B, o 3§ W 5,911 s 0T WY A H A o wE §1 Ak T§ e ST
IS 8, SAfT 30 @Y & 3,700 FI5 T9Y e gl HN, Sidich 2,211 #3 I9F S A [Seer’y
Tt ST grel| AT ST W@ §, 3TY aradl @ Wcdgs @oem 3R 3 31 gardy §9 & 3mweh SeaeiRar
1 fAdgeT T Fehal|

Sool@elld § o TSET I FIeT ITAAET A Ggell IR AT 2018 H SHilT ANASS o HoY fohar a1l d«
U 2022-23 deh Tl T 1 FE M5 M| FIR 3 JAT XAt H AT Sl A SR 3TAAAT Y
qEd U W 3 Sglt T haen fHAT I §| 5H HHA F AT AGAE e P EAR AoiA3t &
afe Sereeh hteTl 3R AT & ER A URET §, dlfeh HIFd IS¢ E@RT g 17 Rz [@epra oeg gifler
T ST @ | o1 faehre st 7 nfAe §, Tl 37ee, deci Hdalfaer Ty, 3fRa aior, 3redT R,
ATh-THTS, TG oI $I 3USASHAT 3| ToT THRT T Acg T e 37 oAl A JIAUAT & AT&hdH
SEAATT ¥ BIAd el Agal &1 F VH 18T §, S amdl & FeUFaraor 3R Jraivr eer & meiiaenr
3T N & T off &l &

$H A & g 3T rSlA13i & gsarel it &1 Sl 8§, S Wod Fo ant & dfad dohi &1 gl &
T & &1 718 §| FUHAFAAT Sooadl AT, AT, Tl iotel, TUHHA Siod-tel ATeTall, FUHEAT Siide
ST ST ToTer, TeTeTaaT Rt §1AT Arofelr AR AT Sty Sl Aretansit & gk # hisde o 3R
SeTehl o[ el H Heg el hl [GFAGRT USERT IMH Fiel ATHAT & FEl W gr g1 e o ¢ o Ao
2020 # $-amH TS VA dled fHAT AT 3R $-aH T w9 Y ARy FRU arC) i e gurydar # gl
gl AF-wrat fI FASRRT Selele W 3TAsT @A oFil g, ST AT TR G FIH-FrT H ST
ARG S &1 oA & 31l A9 Dol AT T Sd & WERY A3t & gfed 3oy dwsy o
SR o g1 O A, gg a1 T U e B dRlied 2.7 9@ GuNdl @ FRA qA & v 5w
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T & A Fers S| dard wseufd ThS 3reqel FellA FET A A, WarsEA I oA
ST W TRAT| I, IrAoT & F el SR 3awWR Yer FE|

gTerfeh, Y ST fI hadr 38 W AR adr § F 30 fFae sAmerY ¥ ST W 3aR’T S 2
T ATH TR AT & dgd 92k 117 afeld el i garey IeT aedm i goed A H &l
HEl IS B, Afhel SHN Fo Follicdl § Sog YR UET AT &l G a7 ARDol dl g aMal F Ao
$eT T IgT FARTT T IR AHAT & 3 A FY PSS FAT g1 Afh $H AHAA
fefSreelientor &Y T rm §, SHfaT 3o aMal W faRIY €A1 3o T SR &, T8 & U< 39 81 $egex
O FareT 9RRT 78 &1 TFHR FT Tg Fgal Tl ¢ b Bioeaor & Foersr & Fel Saer IReRiar 3
g 3R Ga-¢fer e geuEr @ gugal & gl gt Aea-ert & IREN g Sy &, 9fhd a9 de
T SaEAT & 3EH fERl & 3ciale STEIATT &l dgal IiRAGTOT g7 AT STWam, d« deh diHTeT &
URETRIAT HaEll TXHR BT HAT G G & Fehal| HaTa g, o YOI H TURNG ardt 57 HA H iy
ST HeheTl &, o8 TUENT TR R ASEIR 6T Folol o & Feharr|

g% 3TEl, ITH THT & TEEAT, Ui, Sa-giafaradr (faenf¥er & deean) ¥ off oA afpaar i 3+
M| Iar & Ty Rl T qed & MR THT AdT| 3HH T T Ace H IR ael| 34 RE,
gH SNuAy, Il fSren aRAST JeuT SHS w8 ASlqd S g, Fife 36 AT F dwd g
arel HHA-FBIS A HREAT # SFFAT 38 W) g1 AR 8, I§ Aol o @6 Age swsal & 3edd a1 #
AR §, dfesh ‘T TTY, TIHT I, T [ApT’ F AR T H Thar g
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