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May All Mothers Live

Improvements in maternal mortality still have a long way to go. Assessing Covid
impact is crucial

TOI Editorials

Improving maternal health is a multi-
sectoral endeavour - encompassing
better access to inputs ranging from
education and nutrition to contraceptives
and institutional delivery. So the welcome
decrease in India’s maternal mortality
ratio from 122 to 103 (maternal deaths
per lakh live births) between 2015-17 and
2017-19, shown by SRS data, is actually
the fruit of multiple interventions.
Likewise, further improvements will also
need sustained effort along all relevant
vectors. India’s SDG target is to bring its
MMR below 70 by 2030, which it can well
meet in advance. Beyond this it should
take inspiration from countries that have
already brought their MMR down to
single digits - like Belarus, Poland and the
UK.

~ Large disparities in states’ performances

need to be understood and addressed.
/ Kerala’s MMR improved from 42 to 30,
suggesting it kept pushing up standards from an already high level. UP continues to have among the
highest MMRs in the country at 167, but it has delivered a dramatic 49 points improvement from 216. By
contrast, Bengal’s performance worsened from 94 to 109. Stateor region-wise solutions will vary. One
may need to focus on increasing marriage age and another, on increasing antenatal care visits. The Centre
too needs to assess different schemes objectively and increase investment or undertake reform where
needed. An issue that needs disentangling is why the distribution of iron and folic acid supplements has
not reduced severe anaemia, as envisioned.

The most immediate nationwide need is to take stock of how the pandemic has hurt reproductive care
services, to ensure that hard-won gains are not seriously reversed. Institutional deliveries, a core factor
in improving MMR, took a hit. As did women’s access to Asha workers and their health counselling. The
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list goes on. The important question is whether all such services are now back on track, as Covid deaths
drop back to the level of the pandemic’s initial weeks. India has seen health interventions improve health
outcomes. But it can do much better.

ﬂ-""-'l“f Pt A
o =0 IR
el iu" -

THE HINDU

Date:15-03-22

A new deal

Any delay in the Iran deal will deepen the security crisis in West Asia and inflate
global oil and gas prices

Editorial

The Vienna talks aimed at reviving the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), also known as the
Iran nuclear deal, have hit a wall after Russia sought sanctions exemptions for its future trade and
defence ties with Iran. European negotiators say “a good deal” is on the table. But Russia, which has been
slapped with a barrage of sanctions by the United States and its allies over the Ukraine invasion, seeks
written guarantees that those curbs would not “in any way harm” its ties with Iran. The nuclear deal,
reached in 2015, started unravelling in 2018 as the Trump administration unilaterally pulled the U.S. out
of the agreement despite international certification that Iran was fully compliant with its terms. After the
U.S.’s withdrawal, Iran started enriching uranium to a higher purity and installing advanced centrifuges
at its nuclear plants. Now, nuclear experts believe Iran is just months away from having enough high
purity uranium to make a nuclear bomb, though the Iranian leadership has repeatedly claimed that it has
no plan to make one. Western officials say the growing nuclear capability of Iran demands urgent steps to
conclude the deal and curb its nuclear programme. Removing sanctions on Iran and letting Iran’s oil
enter the global market could also ease oil and gas prices, which shot up after the Russian attack on
Ukraine.

The West’s push to conclude the deal gives Russia added leverage in the negotiations, at a time when
relations between Moscow and western capitals are at their lowest point since the end of the Cold War.
The U.S. and Europe are reportedly looking for alternatives to revive the deal without Russia. But it
would not be easy. Russia, an original signatory of the JCPOA, is a member of the joint commission that
supervises Iran’s compliance. Under the agreement, Russia is also required to take control of Iran’s
excess enriched uranium and work with Tehran to turn its Fordow nuclear plant into a research facility.
In theory, the deal can be revived if other signatories take up Russia’s responsibilities. But it is not clear
whether Iran and China would be ready to go ahead without Russia. While the Iranians have publicly said
they would not allow any “external factors” to impact their national interests, Tehran is unlikely to ignore
the sensitivity of Russia, an ally, and reach an agreement with the U.S., whose exit scuttled the original
deal. This leaves the future of the nuclear deal in Russian hands. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the
West’s response to it have already sent commodity prices soaring and shaken the global economy, which
is yet to come out of the COVID-19 shock. A further delay or a total collapse of the Iran deal would not
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only deepen the security crisis in West Asia but also add pressure on global oil and gas prices. The
signatories should not hold the Iran deal to ransom. They should continue to push for a collective
agreement that could curb Iran’s nuclear programme and take the country into the global economic
mainstream.

Date:15-03-22

Fragmenting world order, untied nations

The impact of the Ukraine war on global interconnectedness is a cause for worry in
the post-World War order

Suhasini Haidar

Nearly three weeks into the Russian war on
Ukraine, the cost to India is still to be
counted. While some are focusing on how
India’s refusal to criticise Russia’s actions,
and the string of abstentions at the United
Nations, would affect its relations with the
West and its Quad partners (the United
States, Australia and Japan), others are
watching the economic costs that the
unprecedented sanctions of the U.S. and the
European Union will have on Indian trade,
energy and defence purchases. However,
the outcome that should worry New Delhi
and other like-minded countries the most,
apart from the devastating consequences
for the Ukrainian nation, is the impact the
Ukraine crisis is having on the global world
order, which is fragmenting in every
respect of global interconnectedness — in
terms of international cooperation,
security, military use, economic order, and
even cultural ties.

The UN and Security Council

To begin with, the global order has broken down and events in Ukraine have exposed the United Nations
and the Security Council for their complete ineffectiveness. Russia’s actions in Ukraine may, in terms of
refusing to seek an international mandate, seem no different from the war by the United States in Iraq in
2003, Israel’s bombing of Lebanon in 2006 and the Saudi-coalition’s attacks of Yemen in 2015.
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But Ukraine is in fact a bigger blow to the post-World War order than any other. The direct missile strikes
and bombing of Ukrainian cities every day, exacting both military and civilian casualties, and the creation
of millions of refugees, run counter to every line of the UN Charter preamble, i.e. “to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war...”, “to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another
as good neighbours”, as well as Articles 1 and 2 of the ‘Purposes and Principles’ of the United Nations

(Chapter 1).

The fact that Russian President Vladimir Putin broadcast his decision to “launch military operations” on
Ukraine at the same time the Russian envoy to the United Nations was presiding over a UN Security
Council discussion on the Ukraine crisis, speaks volumes for the respect the P-5 member felt for the
proceedings. A vote of the international commons, or the UN General Assembly (UNGA), that decried
Moscow’s actions, was brushed off in a way that was even easier than when the U.S. did when it lost the
UNGA vote in 2017 over its decision to move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem.

Meanwhile, in their responses, other P-5 members such as the United States, the United Kingdom and
France did not seek to strengthen the global order either, imposing sanctions unilaterally rather than
attempting to bring them to the UN. Clearly, Russia would have vetoed any punitive measures, but that
should not have stopped the attempt. Nor are the surge in weapons transfers to Ukraine a vote of
confidence in the UN’s power to effect a truce.

Whither nuclear safeguards

The next point is Russian recklessness with regard to nuclear safety in a country that has suffered the
worst impacts of poor safety and planning following the 1986 Chernobyl disaster (when Ukraine was
part of the Soviet Union), which is a challenge to the global nuclear order. Russian military’s moves to
target areas near Chernobyl and shell buildings near the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant ( also
Europe’s largest), show an alarming nonchalance towards safeguards in place over several decades, after
the U.S.’s detonation of atomic bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 led to the establishment of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 1956. The world must also consider the cost to the
nuclear non-proliferation regime’s credibility: Ukraine and Libya that willingly gave up nuclear
programmes have been invaded, while regimes such as Iran and North Korea can defy the global order
because they have held on to their nuclear deterrents.

There are also the covenants agreed upon during the global war on terrorism, which have been degraded,
with the use of non-state actors in the Ukraine crisis. For years, pro-Russia armed militia operated in the
Donbas regions, challenging the writ of the government in Kyiv. With the arrival of Russian troops, the
Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelensky, has invited all foreign fighters who are volunteering to support
his forces to the country. This seeks to mirror the “International Brigades” in the Spanish Civil War of the
1930s, comprising foreign volunteers from about 50 countries against forces of Spanish military ruler
Francisco Franco.

However, the role of foreign fighters has taken on a more sinister meaning after 2001 and al Qaeda, when
western recruits joined the Islamic State to fight Syrian President Assad’s forces. British Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss’s recent statement that she would “absolutely support” British veterans and
volunteers joining the Ukraine war against Russia has since been reversed by the British Foreign Office,
and it is hoped that other countries around the world, including India, make firm efforts towards
preventing such “non-state actors” from joining a foreign war.
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Economic actions

Economic sanctions by the U.S,, the U.K. and the European Union (EU) also point to a fragmentation of the
global financial order. While analysts have pointed out that the sanctions announced so far do not include
some of Russia’s biggest banks such as Sberbank and Gazprombank and energy agencies (in order to
avoid the disruption of oil and gas from Russia), the intent to cut Russia out of all monetary and financial
systems remains. From the eviction of Russia from SWIFT payments, to the cancellation of Mastercard,
Visa, American Express and Paypal, to the sanctioning of specific Russian businesses and oligarchs and
pressure on Western businesses (McDonalds, Coca-Cola, Pepsi, etc.) operating in Russia to shut down, the
arbitrary and unilateral nature of western sanctions rub against the international financial order set up
under the World Trade Organization (that replaced the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, or
GATT).

The obvious fallout of this “economic cancel culture” will, without doubt, be a reaction — a pushback
from Russia and an exploration of alternative trading arrangements with countries such as China, India
and much of the Eastern Hemisphere which continue to trade with Moscow. For the S-400 missile
defence deal, for example, New Delhi used a rupee-rouble mechanism and banks that were immunised
from the U.S.s CAATSA sanctions (or Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act) for
advance payments. Russian banks will now use the Chinese “UnionPay” for online transactions.
Gradually, the world may see a “non-dollar” system emerge which would run banking, fintech and credit
systems separately from the “dollar world”.

Isolation by culture

Finally, there is the western objective, to “isolate” Russia, socially and culturally, that rails against the
global liberal order. While several governments including the U.S., the UK. and Germany have
persistently said that their quarrel is not with Russian citizens but with their leadership, it is clear that
most of their actions will hurt the average Russian citizen. The EU’s ban of all Russian-owned, Russian-
controlled or Russian-registered planes from EU airspace, and Aeroflot’s cancellation of international
routes, will ensure that travel to and from Russia is severely curtailed. Some of this isolation of its citizens
will work to the favour of an increasingly authoritarian Kremlin. Mr. Putin’s response to the banning of
Russian channels in Europe and its allies has been to use the western media ban as a pretext to ban
opposition-friendly Russian channels as well. The “isolation” extends to art and music: in the past two
weeks the Munich Philharmonic fired its chief conductor and New York’s Metropolitan Opera let a
Russian soprano, Anna Netrebko, go because they would not criticise the war. The Bolshoi Ballet’s
performances in London and Madrid were similarly cancelled.

The perils of this comprehensive boycott of Russia are not without historical precedent. Speaking to his
Parliament this week, Mr. Zelensky invoked British Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s “Fight to the End”
speech, delivered at the House of Commons in June 1940, to speak about Ukraine’s commitment to fight
Russia. European onlookers would do well to also remember Churchill’s other famous speech, “The
Sinews of Peace”, delivered in the United States in 1946, when he first referred to the “Iron curtain
coming down” between Soviet Russia and Western Europe. “The safety of the world requires a new unity
in Europe, from which no nation should be permanently outcast,” Churchill had warned, although his
words went in vain and the world suffered the consequences of the Cold War for the next four decades.

New Delhi needs to ponder
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The events over the past two weeks, set in motion by Russia’s declaration of war on Ukraine, have no
doubt reversed many of the ideas of 1945 and 1990, fragmenting the international order established with
the UN, ushering in an era of deglobalisation and bringing down another Iron Curtain. India’s
abstentionist responses and its desire not to be critical of any of the actions taken by the big powers
might keep Indians safe in the short term. But in the long term, it is only those nations that move
proactively to uphold, strengthen and reinvent the global order that will make the world a safer place,
even as this war that promises few winners rages on.
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AR g ST T 8 SATwaT| Ao @ T et fad a¥ 2022-23 & soic # yedlad 4T & AC
gt & arg-ary 93 AT dicaga 8 anTe gt doic givoT & ¢Xr & fAdTd A T 997 REdenT W@
are Tt 3R 3mequer & A A o Sl gefrl &ust ik aRure, TdsT, gwafded 3R sole@ed S
&t & foraTe 7 ot ST gem| AT ATPT HAhA F YR & ARIT H HeAr 3MTER| soic # v @t wrEl
AT gt T awor fr a5 §, T A Y 3Marengr 3R 3 & @l 3R aerg # =t soe #
IR ERT 3R Il o AT Yoo AT Helel aTel IMWOT & AT W Yoob H HeAl BT 75 g1 389 o0 &
el aTell FE& ITHWOT W A odet 3N 9Ra # 0& AT &1 Dicdes o] #ust AR a#7sT 3cumar
& T SicdgT & T f9w, g 5 3cumel, Oy JehR & T@g AR UhfSir aed & - S Yooh-
HqFa X fGar arm B1 368 o9 T &1 Srar Ao

STgT 3culced @ SN Ncdmesd Aolell (NTAIMZ) H Fhedcd! F AT § IR fhU S dTed Fed AT &
faer TR & wh, o MAPE 3cureth @ At off ST @dem) g & 3red ot gar 3T, AeTsd
AT I IMUIRT §| AR o AR ART JHAA & dgd Adex 2020 ¥ dicg e a&r & v
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fNTAINS ATAT A FOT & G S TIT & Ncd@Al & 1T HET 9S-I g1 39 Aol & degd U T
faffeet dicargal & U & 3cules WA F AT $& Sed Al H TR 3cdal & HUR W AR
HT|

ot sere A faffieer qaf & | Hord AR @Asia H qffwr 3EH & Gl 81 aRdes ¢ & sq @
18 WRE{l &I HRA 3R T 3N IHARIT (JUS) o UHET W g Ul 36 FHSNT T FHIT MidH
e FHESar (Aran) 77 @ @ ¥ 59 R @esid § AR 3R gus & €9 FRER g a7
QI Sgl Y Hl 3R STeR U Sl T o1& @ a1am g, S 3l 9 W6 3RS SToR §1 36 §AY qUs
HRA T AT TEH 37 AR AEER § 3N 3RS & a1g gau 937 @aTd &g g1 36 F#sild & dgd
Qell qer 6 Wl A5 § faffieer &t B EIRE avg3t #1 e AFd AR RITA Yok W wgT A
AT S| HRA JUS T HYST, TV, carsal, FAhcHT 3TN, THS & 3cUIG, I, FEARIed g Yelda
& HHA, HAN Tood, Gholol, W aET S A 3Herel, HDell, BT IR qleoan, =g, A 3R T
e, Foffaaner 3R A, T S 3cure AeiRa Ramgdl ) 89 57 @ ag gus oRd @ 9
TR 371G, O o JFed & WY FAOT ¥ 3 FS 4 A Rawd am 7w a9 o wewaqer § 6 osw
THET ¥ Us & SR A 379 forell off 9RAT gar 3cuie &1 3Tdesl e & oed feail # g Yoob W
foshr & sotreid er STeal| dar a7 3R BfSee R & AT o el Gt A AT Fasfiar g3m &1 39
qus & a1g faffest i & & & o W ThAT ardi3 § ARG & ardihRT # ST T A, S-HAY,
sl duer 3R gaaRer S A5 9 & FRIER AGEl S SO H @7 S gem| 'y g, fRaer 3R
gIY 3culel ¥ FETd Heal @ T LA A Qe g

35dIg &1 Sl TIRT F Pl e @ o grolld & dra dfa dee & forw Sgr @9 i sifRer Fecaqet
gal, gl seell g3 dRah AR g FRIGR H TS H JUs & T KAT I ThAT dRaH AR H
delet &1 f&Rm # el &1 qeA” Arfad gl Jqus & 916 AT Jecforn, foed, FersT, afaror anhie, @R,
SoRIAd, HRA WIS & IRwe iR AN Fa & A1y &t ThHET 1 Meregdes 3ifad &9 fear s Feham|
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