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Policing And Politics

Unless states give up political interference and invest in modernisation, cops won't
change

TOI Editorials

Prime Minister Narendra Modji’s strong pitch for police reforms during his Gujarat tour is workable only
if state governments join his call for change. Policing is a state subject, limiting the Centre’s ability to
force reforms. In a telling remark, Modi said: “Even now, the perception about police is that one should
stay away from them. ” The incentive for reform is missing because state governments often rely on
police to do extracurricular jobs, including setting the course of politically sensitive cases.

Political control is primarily achieved through dictating postings and transfers, which put extraneous
pressures on officers. The Supreme Court’s 2006 guidelines for police reform in the Prakash Singh
judgment are gathering cobwebs. There’s been no credible attempt to implement them. But there are
now political costs in failing popular expectations on law and order. R]D in Bihar and SP in UP remain
scarred by perceptions of greater lawlessness during their stints in office. Yogi Adityanath’s free hand to
police to act against lawbreakers without being hampered by local party bigwigs, despite some
allegations, worked electorally in his favour.

Besides not meeting bare minimum yardsticks like functional autonomy for cops, netas are also depriving
policing of qualitative improvements. Sexual offences, which need better forensics and sensitive handling
of witnesses, have abysmally low conviction rates. Women suffer as a result. Rising cybercrimes demand
that police must simultaneously upgrade both tech and physical interface to ease reporting of these
crimes. The Status of Policing in India Report 2019 reveals that 44% cops work over 12 hours a day; one
in two don’t get a weekly off day. Meanwhile, around 5. 3 lakh sanctioned posts (20%) lie vacant
nationally. Such tough working conditions aren’t amenable to fostering a humane or well-trained police
force. Unless politics changes, policing may not get the kind of reforms the PM spoke of.

Thae Econovic 'TIMES N

A Licence to Treat India’s Health Sector
ET Editorials

Gol’s decision to stay on course with administering an examination — the National Exit Test (NExT) —
for obtaining a licence to practise medicine is welcome. Tens of thousands go to Russia, China, Ukraine
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(90% of the 20,000-odd Indian students in this war-wracked country were studying medicine),
Kyrgyzstan, the Philippines, etc, every year to pursue a degree in medicine. Within India, a sizeable
number receive their medical education in private and public institutions. Ensuring that all medical
graduates meet a minimum threshold of competence before being allowed to practise is essential to
ensure a robust healthcare system.

The idea of a licence to practise for all medical graduates, irrespective of where they received their
training, is a robust and fair way to ensure threshold quality. Requiring even domestically trained
medical students to take the exam creates a level playing field. The first examination will be held in 2023.
The decision to have a trial run in 2022 makes eminent sense, as it will help iron out any hitches that
could arise ahead of the rollout in 2023. This system will also help identify institutions that are below par
and be an invaluable tool for the medical education commission to suggest measures and put out
advisories for students. It could well spark a race to improve quality of education.

Healthcare, as the pandemic made doubly clear, has been a neglected sector. India had to mend and build
its fragile system on the run. Personnel is the most critical part of this system. Ensuring this system is
staffed with enough hands possessing at least a basic level of competence and training is the first step
towards sprucing up India’s health infrastructure. The licence system could ensure that in a fair,
competent fashion.

- -y
Sl .
i T LY

THE HINDU

Date:14-03-22

The mandates, voter messages, political takeaways

A welfare-plus-development combination has struck a chord with voters, who now
back the ‘change-makers’

Vinay Sahasrabuddhe is Member, Rajya Sabha, and a former National Vice-President of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (B]P).

Mandates always have a message and it depends upon how the recipients read the same. This is true with
the recent round of Assembly elections. In India, electoral verdicts have always underscored the fact that
continuity and change always go together, and this round of elections is no exception. Voters have
continued with the change-makers and sought to change those who wanted to continue with the status
quo.

Voters speak
There are four lucid aspects from the clear and loud message from the voters. First, the Uttar Pradesh

results in particular have shown that voters have graduated and risen above caste and community
considerations and voted resoundingly in favour of a welfare-plus-development combination. From the
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V.P. Singh era onwards, the political discourse has been dominated by political engineering effected
through smart social coalitions or social engineering. Now, democratic polity has been taken to a
different level and the effective management of aspirations has replaced social engineering. People prefer
a party that delivers on the ground than parties that ask for votes in the name of caste and community.
Also remarkable is the fact that the decimation of the Bahujan Samaj Party in the State is indicative of the
fact that Scheduled Castes have refused to be bracketed with a single community-based party.

No thumbs up for dynasties

The second important message is that the days of dynastic demigods are over. Voters have rejected
dynasties one after the other, from the Badals to the Yadavs to the Banerjees, and, above all, the Gandhis.
The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, had all along on the campaign trail cautioned voters about
Parivarvadi parties, and they seem to have paid heed to his appeal. In an aspirational democracy, people
have realised that supporting the leaders of dynastic parties is like endorsing birth-based discrimination,
something that our Constitution-makers had rejected lock, stock and barrel. Parties where the leadership
is reserved for families have no glorious future any more, and the sooner dynasts listen to this message,
the better it is for their survival. Let us hope that parties such as the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK),
the Shiv Sena, the Rashtriya Janata Dal (R]D), the All India Trinamool Congress (TMC) and the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) pay heed to this message seriously. Make no mistake, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
is not, per se, a dynastic party although it is being run on the same lines almost single-handedly.
Nonetheless, the victory in Punjab is also a clear rejection of a traditional alternative that has been a
dynastic party.

Focus on performance

The third message is about the politics of performance. Parties that ensure that their government
delivers in governance, ably convert anti-incumbency into pro-incumbency. The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has proved this several times in Gujarat, in 2019 in Maharashtra, in 2020 in Bihar, in 2021 in
Assam, and now in Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur and Goa. The BJP’s victory in all these rounds of
elections was not simply thanks to a weak Opposition. In fact, the Opposition in U.P., Goa, Uttarakhand, or
earlier in Gujarat or Maharashtra cannot be described to be weak at all. And yet, if people have
unequivocally shown their preference for the BJP in these elections, it is a clear indication of pro-
incumbency. Curiously, anti-incumbency had become the rule, a kind of status quo; now, this rule clearly
stands changed. The fact that the BJP has increased its vote share in most States also underscores what
the Prime Minister has described as ‘an endorsement of the BJP’s pro-poor, pro-active governance’.

The leader does matter

Lastly, the verdicts in 2022 also underscore that national leadership always matters no matter how small
or big a State is. There have been many times in the past where political pundits have said that verdicts in
national elections mirror aggregation of State politics. Today, the verdicts in 2022 remind us that State
verdicts too reflect national aspirations. These elections happened under the shadow of COVID-19. Also,
when voting rounds had actually begun, the shadow of the Ukraine crisis was looming large as thousands
of Indian students were stranded there. Whether it was the novel coronavirus pandemic or Ukraine, the
way the Government faced these challenges seems to have gone down well with the people across the
country. This also is indicative of the fact that people all over India believe that the nation needs Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership for many more years. The State verdicts reflect this feeling.

3



&
AFV www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (14-March-22)

These election results are also important for democracy. As mentioned in the latest Pew Research Center
survey report on satisfaction with democracy, ‘the global pandemic has, if anything, intensified perceived
political and social divisions. Across the 17 advanced economies we surveyed in 2021, a median of 61%
say that their country is more divided than before the outbreak’. And in India, in the first major elections
held after three waves of COVID-19, people from diverse regions and far-off States seem to be speaking in
one voice. Clearly, the Prime Minister has emerged as a unifier par excellence, across States, castes and
communities. Having mastered the art of implementation, he has established that liberal democracy can
go hand in hand with efficient state craft, making democracy deliver. All said and done, the 2022 verdicts
are as much about credit going to the Prime Minister as they are about the B]JP’s periodically galvanised
organisation and its ideology-driven cadres.
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A3 & FAFAHIOT AT g AT F=her

Ffawr ar

Mg A F gE FREFA H AT JFT QO
gl & WY & 59 Al T IR Afgerr feaqw &
dId Sl 9 Teh 3arEr ORI 3R ok
3mr 9E W AA & 99T gg ¥l 39 e &
ARe E-gEY IEHAD ATE B FA g5
dfesh T Ugel & TR FT 3T a5 g1 T of,
afpa Afa & T 7 S@r v ar gger Hir
AISTATT T ST ATAT F I I I Hharde o
W N TH WHR o qaad TWHRI HT Jolell &
) AR & Fearr ¥ T FH Fo = L

WHR & 3o A3t f [AFqad G & #Agg & O ff 59 g&asial &l Iqe WIS Feohel & S
haraae & TR W Aol SR & dAfthel SoTehl B3N FaTicrelier ST & &y P& H1 a1$ oAf| 3emweor &
d o A& & gell TR H HATgel UG STel faepd #A1 Asferr anel o A3t & fov & #Alea 3raenrer
3R FwrEEEr gl B ST ¥ S AU & & Wraene Ay s

e Afgen3i AR T FI arel H3T BT BT & F AT YTHNA H T FR—KAN B @3N HI
% 3R wfewdr arelr WS A faaRor Araer o gF B 7| grelifE Fraeaus & TR W gAH YT dga
3 @1 Afhed T IeA ST g gS R ARt A 39 AfAUd dgd & Fx A @1 S @l Tg
ARt & o A T FARN AHIar @ o giar g1 AffeH Afgensit & e dored W afdeer o@rme
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Sl ATl Y Il TPR & 38 gresll 3R gerfaelier am@ATfoie SRl & @ o Fhar o1, 3R 59
BISTERT oSS, &amel 3ToRrer T i & srer I/ r g

3R ARAT 7 Iof HENERY &¥ (VHUATHUINR) & doff ¥ T, AN TWHR & HASTA & aRlel g
AR SV & Jot 32T 3nfde 77 & aren Toldd Sist T F 28 ggeT d& $r fREge ov 3k &Y
ar oeTar g foF AR &1 39 o & 3R & fogrsT & ®aX e Fr 3aTHhdT gl

HRA e g1ffer et & A H 114 d TUT W g 3R Taeeg aur shfad @ & Ao H SHAT TUTT
155 d griele W gl e e 3R A% g F A 9gT F A H ARG T TS TS
HA dlell S A q TH | qEY AUsal H Fgl AT ol 4 A PR Il Sfed of o ol § dd oy ot
Ao @ TR Foey a1 e &9 @ e #RT Afger & Ak o 7E7 gl &1 S 3 aren3it @ gy o
Y AN &, oAb [T Al FeleT 1 HeaaaTr A gielr &1 2187 FET o AR AR I YTINA H 38 ARG
& R FATST & 3cHTEoTash d¥dR & dR W q@T S0 S Rd gfaar & T 9@ AP oefel &I
TaTfger Y@ gl

STfeY § aaree sgaedr 38 fufa & fav qff g & AR 6 81 & & # = 3R srdcgaear # &i-
Y O S ARHAT & AT F 93 Y FIETUT o TRemetereh, Uos iR gfdemsdr efteenior & € 3emR
forar et aote & 9RA ARRET FAeT 7 dRd @ S § 3R FerEd 7@ @ oredhl w@dfaor & gfte
¢ 21 df a& & I cush A o R FATST F o9 § b SR & Hlh & AFHT H qEE @l
arifAeRar giel AfeT HAifeh 378 & B To= arel Heg safad & §9 A @M S gl

SH oNg & W € a9 Ugen e § O Uk FIHPGN Afgell & gT e I HIRAA HAl G5l gl
FTHBST AR W 8 F w1 3R Tear i @ & 39A= a5 3R FRETdT F Agyg a1 3cdisa
HT TTHAT IAT USAT g1 JaTTgeh Tollcehk T R Hr Hoft & fAer 7 FRa A o gled arem gfaRrer off
FHTHT TR2MA H arell § AN 380 Jgg ahT & Faad Rgadicds Farer 1 &aw & sifex gdr §1 a=
¥ 3 fache aTemEt A ST gV, 3H 910 W 6 WHT § R AR AT FI o WHR Afgensit Fr Rufa
I 6 F & [T FIT 3T & R Thl &

a¥ 2011-12 & 33.1 YiRIA & THUATHIIR e 20 Ffderd @ a7 & S gfadr & ded A g
AT §0 & I8 AR ARAT Idegaedn & Yot @ 7 g U faEaRa rfegaear w@a: alie &
AP & IR A gt § 3R IfRER o7 goRt # ol o sard § Sgdhr a9 @ FRIER Serd
-7 & I3 qEet F ¥ A 3R ARem3it F el e F AT AR @ E | FeeRor F AR R 3w
A HAlpl g arell Afgen3i B dlere 3w § oSt HRA @ ool @ dear &7 & 3R e & a9k w
IR3EH H HINT ARG A w9 FEdr sdr fig @ Wifhd R B

5@ Toufd &, SRy Saaelt Aifaal 5@ 9ihar & @b & dR W HH R g1 Al dRAE
3rfcaaEdT 1 EERT 9§ 2017 & §6 ¥ MR FH# & @ & fFad SRl & a8 59 | 9§ 7S g
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3PN TH-Foho! Jor ofel T § 3N ard & =il ofgd e § a9 Hifds-19 AGHANY & g & aR &
U1 N QU HT A ST o6l R TE WAT §G F AR 3R ORI §7 F A3t & v g4 T 7l

fasear Ig & & Afger eFdiaRor i1 Ag A A WHR T al JqE HMdd ggell, Alcaer IR a&] v
AT FT T Jgel AL FAT T ST MM g5 el o 3rdfegaean & AR H AT & &7 goq@ s{fasH
Fems 3R Aot & v rdcaarar & sy s Hr Garaamsit = wa FT =
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Tefiel gerdf & 3cdigeT 3R 3THRT W AF oot
& for g & & g A F3 FeT &AM
gerff fr Te-fah W 7R W & v AcHh
e fATET sgU 81 AR gehiehd I§ § TR 0@
gerdf oY Ak o A gy, feeli-feet ek wud
3R FRIER d¢d 1 | ¢l &ar & a1a § & 319
Tefer gerat f @le-fashr & v sewie &
tged ¥ 39T & W@ gl Qv fya sawrsdy
Targeh 0T SPU AR IPUAH A 3HTelr
o @ &1 afide RO & Jaar § fF 69Ra
3R cfaror R # IReEE awgIt A e
A dTell $eTAAC HTld Gohlell ATA STehele’ & SIRT AT YA o aieliel werdl &t aeandl 8 W1 81 sa&
qrerel #SAT 1 o 3T AT ST T Bl A gopled U Uerdl H AfGHEHSA A & fov e o gaiRd
X &1 RAE 7 vgr 7rm § B qar f e A o oo gardt i S i Sl g1 smsEd A W 3o
gptell 1 RAfEAd #T 3a7hr It ot SR Y §1 T Uk ST d2 B HIR g T o1 & ol gehret
R gfaeyr T & o 373 a6 FIS caragiRe Fed FAT 8T 31T ST T gl

BAR 221 # wifier verdf o 5§ FeX Iuel Yo §e off ¥ T 9gd TR AT Forhl o A RIGR G 39wl
e dlue T @ AT IFEHAT HTl & T A FAT @ 81 Golia A aiehier verdf & gevsg &1 s aediy
et @ B a8 &1 39 3R 3R F@aid I F STt F R ey geret & Jae $heA-ar g 1ar S @r
gl afce F5 SeTE df Y &9 § 0 gt & dad & fov & I-BY arad & S €1 aReifeaw s
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FEl-hEl FS AP HT eR-Uhg I F-HHR A & FRITR W AT &l SART AT 8, T gehrehcd eI
¢ & 50 FRER & A& aldaﬁwqgﬂﬂﬁaﬂmlsﬁwm%ﬁ?ﬁﬂé?mﬁﬁsﬂ
Hhed 9@ih FAor T € foh q@Ey ool & derst fovell T AT A el gerdf # @9 Hom A | ToRIT &
U Fegene R qall S Sl W A AT F gahs 0 AN gard sq gAOr §| o 3N araiferd
f@emr W e &1 FS 3AfAT aR-AR ST e Sl W@ § TR e AHGl H e el AghAl o ol
A AT 97T & F& AT Ggel Golld & Toh 0qdr Ao & HUSHRT 1 Aefel qerdf 1 gar v frar &
T H ddel FHT QS 97 AT A7

Y F HRIGR SEIAT Far &1 fawg § & I8 o @ Fanit & Sl qdig # @M g, dow g &
HIeTaEr W o R I STl @1 &1 FIR WHR 3030 T 30 PRGN W el Hfel H fahel & A
§‘§%I sg% fIU ¢ UoEas sTorled H TWRd &1 #FIR Ja9 & 59 dE e Toedr I 58 FRER
# dfecad 9 S W FREAR fohar 3/, 388 I8 dohd Fedar & & 389 FRIER i 318 Toeta & ot
Ge-ael of W &1 I8 IFsT @ W § & 9 3mufasae el WA arell Ase §¢ i S Thar &, ar
ST ST FRITR Il dlell dGATSCET I §G el H Hell FAT ISTAA g Tohall ¢l
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