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Power Of Giving

Fund-starved sectors like science, health, education, rural development need generous
HNIs

TOI Editorial

The immense possibilities for philanthropy are highlighted by the Rs 425 crore donation from the
families of IT firm Mindtree’s co-founders Subroto Bagchi and NS Parthasarathy to Indian Institute of
Science. 1ISc, which last year broke into the top 100 band in Times Higher Education’s Reputation
Ranking of global universities, will set up medical facilities focussed on cutting-edge clinical research and
innovation. Philanthropy in India is growing but the fund flows are too miniscule despite the country
boasting many high net-worth individuals (HNIs).

Domestic HNIs funding local causes could help offset the squeeze applied by FCRA restrictions to global
non-profit contributions to India and the pandemic’s severe blow to those in lower income brackets. The
number of Indian billionaires rose to an estimated 142 in 2021, with only the US and China ahead. But a
Harvard Kennedy School study of nearly 1. 6 lakh foundations across 22 major countries revealed that
97% of foundation assets totalling $1. 5 trillion are concentrated in the US and Europe. Not only are
Indian foundations’ ranking abysmally low, their spend rate (expenditure versus assets) was a low 3%
against 9% in the US and 37% in Spain.

The India Philanthropy Report 2021 by Bain and Dasra notes philanthropic funding in 2020 rose 23% to
Rs 64,000 crore. While foreign contributions, CSR and retail donations have stagnated at 80% of inflows,
family philanthropy accounted for most of this increase. An Edelweiss study predicting 4 lakh Indian HNI
families by 2025 with assets totalling Rs 360 lakh crore against 1. 5 lakh families with Rs 140 lakh crore
assets in 2018, reveals high growth potential for family philanthropy. Mindtree founders are like other
generous tech HNIs. The tech sector accounted for 26% of family philanthropy despite boasting only 9%
of HNI families. With India’s public spending in areas like science and technology, health and education
abysmally low in proportion to GDP compared to other countries, philanthropy can help bridge the gap.
Will our HNIs step up?
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The importance of caste data

Data will help us determine who needs and does not need affirmative action and the
effectiveness of such a measure

Pallvi Hooda is a Delhi-based advocate

Last month, the Supreme Court upheld the 27% quota for Other Backward Classes (OBC) in the All-India
Quota seats for the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test and reiterated that reservations for backward
classes were not an exception but an extension of the principle of equality under Article 15(1) of the
Constitution. The judgment highlighted how open competitive exams give the illusion of providing equal
opportunity in ignorance of the widespread inequalities in educational facilities, the freedom to pursue
such education, and societal prejudices. The Court pointed out how such disparities are not limited to the
issue of access to good education or financial constraints alone, but also to the psychological and social
effects of inherited cultural capital (communication skills, books, accent, academic accomplishments,
social networks, etc.), which ensures the unconscious training of upper-caste children for high-grade
performance. The Constituent Assembly held a similar philosophy while introducing constitutional
provisions which enable the government to make special provisions for the uplift of the “lower castes”.

However, despite the underlying good intentions, positive discrimination has been a controversial topic.
Many oppose affirmative actions like reservation; they believe that such provisions only perpetuate caste
differences and they call for a “casteless society”. As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud pointed out, “castelessness”
is a privilege that only the upper caste can afford because their caste privilege has already translated into
social, political and economic capital. On the other hand, individuals who belong to the lower castes must
retain their caste identity in order to claim the benefits of measures such as reservation, which recognise
historic harm.

Promises without justifiable data

But even for those who are conscious of these issues, it is hard to blindly trust the state’s motivations
because of the caste and class politics ruling our country today. Political parties often promise
reservation for communities on being brought to power without any credible data collection exercises to
justify the decision. Not long ago, the Supreme Court struck down the reservation for the Maratha
community in Maharashtra in excess of 50%, which was the limit set in the Indra Sawhney case, while
observing that “when more people aspire for backwardness instead of forwardness, the country itself
stagnates which situation is not in accord with constitutional objectives”.

Need for a credible exercise
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Against this backdrop, it can be said that the faith of our citizens cannot be restored until credible
exercises of data collection are undertaken regarding caste. Even though data concerning the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes have been included in the Census, there is no similar data on OBCs. The
Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) conducted in 2011 has been called “faulty” and “unreliable”.
Even the Mandal Commission’s recommendations were criticised as being based merely on the “personal
knowledge” of the members of the commission and sample surveys. In the Indra Sawhney case, the
Supreme Court held that the States must conclude the “backwardness” of a particular class of people only
after proper assessment and objective evaluation. It held that such a conclusion must be subject to
periodic review by a permanent body of experts. The National Commission for Backward Classes Act,
1993, provides under Section 11 that the Central government may every 10 years revise lists with a view
to exclude those classes which have ceased to be backward and include new backward classes. This
exercise has not been done to date. Last year, many calls were made for the inclusion of caste data
(including that of the OBCs) in the 2021 Census, and the matter reached the Supreme Court. However, the
government took the stand that the 2011 SECC was “flawed” and is “not usable”. Since the Census could
not be undertaken in 2021 due to the pandemigc, it is set to take place in 2022.

Caste data will enable independent research not only into the question of who does and does not need
affirmative action but also into the effectiveness of this measure. As long as reservation results from
violent agitations and political pressures, attempts at any affirmative action will always be under the
shadow of caste and class politics. Impartial data and subsequent research might save the bona fide
attempts of the uplift of the most backward classes from the shadow of caste and class politics and be
informative to people on both sides of the spectrum - for and against reservation. It is not reservation
that creates the current divide in our society but the misuse or the perceived misuse of reservation.

Date:16-02-22

Local elections, national issues

The campaign to the urban body polls in Tamil Nadu has been unusual in many ways
D. Suresh Kumar

An outsider watching electioneering by top politicians in
Tamil Nadu might perhaps mistake the State to be the sixth
one going to the polls this round. For, such is the pitch of
the campaign in the southern State where elections to
urban local bodies are being held after a decade. There are
no star candidates, as Mayors of Corporations and
Chairpersons of Municipalities will be elected indirectly by
the victorious councillors. Following the collapse of the
AIADMK alliance, the ruling DMK-led camp is pitted
against an array of national, regional and fringe parties.

Tamil Nadu

Two issues stand out in these elections. First, unusually for
civic elections, leaders of major parties have been
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conducting daily campaigns. DMK president and Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has been addressing party
cadres of each district via video conferencing, which is simultaneously telecast at multiple locations.
AIADMK coordinator O. Panneerselvam and co-coordinator Edappadi K. Palaniswami have been
functioning like a double barrel gun, with each hitting the ground in a different region every day. This is
in contrast to last year’s Assembly polls, when much of the campaign burden was shouldered by Mr.
Palaniswami, while the coordinator was largely confined to his native Theni region. The BJP’s State
president, K. Annamalai, who took the bold gamble to go it alone hoping to improve the party’s vote
share, has been firing salvos at the DMK. Usually, top leaders issue statements and undertake
campaigning in major cities in the last leg, while the candidates sweat it out in the wards. Second, the
focus of the campaign is on larger issues rather than smaller ones. Mr. Stalin has been attacking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the BJP-led government at the Centre, while also questioning former Chief
Minister Palaniswami for the “lack of development” and “poor law and order situation” during the
erstwhile AIADMK regime in the State. “Already, GST has taken away the States’ revenue. Now, the Union
government is planning to usurp the funds raised by the States through [one nation] registration, which
is one of the most important avenues for revenue generation. Are they attempting to take over and seize
the States’ finances? How will the States run their governments,” he has asked during campaigns before
addressing micro-level district issues that are more relevant to the polls.

A split in anti-establishment votes usually benefits the ruling party. But the DMK is taking no chances as it
faced some criticism for last year’s flooding in Chennai and elsewhere; for not cushioning the impact of
the floods through cash aids for affected people; and for allegedly providing poor quality ingredients in
the Pongal festival hamper supplied to sections of rice ration card holders.

Mr. Palaniswami has also been going beyond normal election commentary. He is predicting an election to
the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly in 2024, two years ahead of the scheduled term, under the ‘one
nation, one poll’ idea mooted by Mr. Modi. Besides, he has been warning citizens about a West Bengal-
type ‘proroguing’ of the Assembly by the Governor, notwithstanding the latter clarifying that the action
was taken at the request of the elected government.

The two Dravidian parties have also been attacking each other on NEET, from which the State is seeking
exemption, and unfulfilled poll promises.

DMK general secretary Duraimurugan, a veteran of electoral battles since 1971, sees nothing unusual
about placing national issues before a local electorate. Instead, he says, doing so will create political
awareness on larger issues and bring about a “change in the outlook” of the people. In 2011, the AIADMK
under Jayalalithaa created a record sweeping the urban civic polls. Whether the DMK will replicate this
success will be known next week.
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HITfaT gerr & FAd
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HUTGHhIT

qdl JUT H ACT Fohe & Gl & ool FTER & ST gfdr s & SR & HTERAT HT AR g1 T8
TR 3R 38+ 9 JUT & AW SORE A O TREe d@a w1 Aol sad wrard ol € & & Uh
SeRel @ gl foh Fehet HN AAT @ Fo AAH g SN0, SR A dot & aroel of f1l &7 3R 30&
cferor gl (s ell Wfaad dg &1 Fexg o1 AR 3 ofr e Feplas &7 & &0 & 31 831 R) &
I T Fea @, HAEHITT & HROT Tg T WA AR TIRT A gleid IR TEr g 15| &6 3R Feho
& T IAd F FROT AR H ATEURAT Fadich 20 HEET a7 3R FedE & AR H R 7 AT Hradr
&1 RRrae 3|

SharRA $UeT 38 Hehe &I dotgl A & 3 Teh § 3N Heve &I IWR & 5§ W US| &H Wiehfcish I T asT
s 8, @edk w ag gl qU9 1 A @G0T o & & A 3 57 9w AE B b ag
I Yl 9 3O AT T SEAATST U ST AT HEAT & AT TG S & ared wdr gl g
T, Fehol T TYHAT T & Fel & TAT qore AR Tehole AT Tl H AH @11 ST & 0 TiHoR
IOl ool A Fohel T ASTUTAT SId T GRT fhAT FTgT 3egiet FATH T o AT et sRAART T foehr
T drer gt fohar| el Isgufd THUSr Hshl o ®F T oAlchid Irar H Afhed TF & IsgUld cellelia
gﬁa%mﬁ%ﬁaﬁ%mﬁwaﬁwwﬁ:aﬂémﬁg@yaﬂaﬁlsva‘mamﬁa:rﬁ
o 7 e TAIcHSR AP gl A | 3T dR-GR ST o Jeo glell g § AT 38 g & 3=
gaaE @Iell X EATI $H a1d o Tohel Pl ARIST ATl €T &of aTell a0 I8 & 6 da & Afeor o
HANHT TsgUid ST 58T & 39 dG 1 AL Fg1 foham fh IR & Pebol W AT T ¢ ol &4 34
@ JUT o STl dTell s FEIH 2 UISTASe el 3HTecded # Agr 3MUel| HT Ails FTEH IRASTA HT dcfed
Ulest & Ugol ofdHel diFeR Slol dlel 3ifae dARMe 3HAhe IREE AT & U g IR 3¢ & HI THRT
ol ST AT & a5 & i enfAer frar = §)

W dRGP d6IR TE A § 6 b A & & Thaly ot R 3mepAvT 1 gfafshar A9 favg de 3@ehr
fader 3R PR gga @ anfad FEM ewor F AT 9§ Fave Acad & IRT g aed IHR 8P
EEICROT & 3elT-Uol &1 Fohcll &1 TR adides ell Ig & o &, ST gfarar & Sfhared uer 3merRa
3cuTel A AWAT 3R Ae e H fIF HEdr REAR @ar §, a8 o dRaew guer 3mqfd si@en & we
FhaT &l I THT G o AGERTT 1 g 3R 99| P el 7 HIAT 100 STer Ifd el Hi 3R 9
W g S 2014 & dI¢ T 3Tddd TR &, gl &A1 AT & 3fAF &7 T gl Fr R & &6 ITg
Hee 95 STel Ui el deh S| AT Tgel 8 A & 38 § 3R [&aeg TR W dof & K oA & ©
g1 Il el AT 38 TR W W@ o AR FAgrehifad 3Mem BIECT deh 96 Fehell &1 HRA S 3T |
R gt & #gams 3R el Ig Tose gl wifer 6w afe 3mrHur aar § O favg rdeyawERm &
ST FST HIHAT ThTAl G| Hhe HT TTelel & Hcailich JAH HBl glel TMRT IR & Aged garr i
1 HAET DI &1 o 3§ AR HAT el &1 AT
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R o THAR & O T T @A arel 54 3R
M Fiasa ToH B g R Fear @ 3 Avdl W)
gfaafed #Y G2l ga% Ay g Iprer IR T o gl
TCH & Tof TR & HEURY §9 ¥ geT o &1 ey
T off R SRR & HeH G IR TG
SARIRAT ST T ToH AT ®7 & 37 faUed gor
3 o TR FY e @ | G N@PT FAoRT oY
3oT 54 TCH H Yfaeafad el Tadl 3AaReA g Iy
fohar| 96 FATOT & ST UCH @ QU T FIET H R
G & 3y ¥ 39 a1ad Awier $r o

IiRcere & & et & 267 ved ggel &1 yfaeted fhe ST gk 8, [Se¢ qdi clegr@ & cohirg & a1g 2020 #
gfaaftd fhar arar arl 39 sgE Ser, Tade SIS, FYey W HA Ue, [ @aac #A13, Bel e, drar
dIf$Ar vfsey, TAN3HER, TRAIS Thell, FIISh Told, dlecgH FEN, TEEHhIFe 3N ) wfdeer & aner @y
gl FEA BT fh AT & veH g B GRET UF ST & AT RSR THAS WS g | gl F99 § R
@ A T ToF W AR @R A GiAE o9r A1, F & dee A 8 R @ 37 9w gl A & @ R
@ ¥ ARG Helehar &, 3R a8 STa-ded @AT W e it Alaad der T aar &1 q=rdr g aifshedrT
H AE S AR & [GATH SHATET HT HIS Hiehl FET Yehel|

safaT diehd e g Fifh Do Sol-gTd H AT & T g1 AT AR fhell ST & Ged el
T AT ATEAIR g1 XA, oAfehed T gIhcll § ST 16T 31T TET| 39 Ficdd HAYST H QW A A a8
AT AT Ak ST & T 30 d2 & & dc@r X d&dr1 § [ IR 38% 3c9rel &l 937 deiR gl
3FH HoAh TEIET FAAAT ARG H FRER F W §l Fg TF ¢ F R 3R & & s
Hwﬂafrﬁwaﬁrzhawﬁraﬁwrrqu STeT g1 SO9R gre daren ufa g, safev ARwaAr & AT §
fF 9IRa 1 aRe §7 F T o 39 FoRAr & gl &7 Fe a@fiRe R gfaey nfe @
HTH el ToA areAT| A & [WATF 3T FETS SATIR FF Feh HAF alc Fad T & gl
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STIATEl T Ol AT fAehera ?

ey

dep fohdly oft ger & rdegaeyr &1 A fFEAT BT &1 dh Th Ul SETg § STl 3T ST T
BIE-T I A & 3R 9oy & B @ ASaw sa91a g, dfera ¢ & 3w T d& gierat &
AHAS THA 31T | &, 0 & TRT F 3muar 396 a8 & 391 s &) dF 7 Far A @
3 3reTeteh gar el T A FET g9 I

WY, o Fufa dfher gaeem & TR &Y gofg & B &1 U H d& @ &1 e 3k ged
ST HTHCT HHA 3T &1 T§ =Tl g 23 §olR a3 T 9T H1 gl 38 et & v R &
Tl RIIars susy 3R 3THr Tgaelt sus F SFReR sgEr T g1 Ruars susy & 2 &
3TOET-3719T 28 Sl & FRER & A1 W 2012 & 2017 & T Fel 28,842 FUS TUT HT KT
forar ol SR &, ¥E WY HS IS AT &GN A A AL 30 g9l IEH o1 Tg § & 2016
H g Sopr T ART-9HA FOT Taadiw off g a & a=r ar, oifeheT ¢er fr 39 g a37 d& e@rasy
& TQTh ggell RIerad 2019 H gof WIS TS|

AT &1, Teltell RIS suslt gea 7 ffua 81 g uell & el & AT §dd 3¢ #FAd &
M A A &1 FIH W IR § 38 AN & AT d6 & #@og @ o AR 2 ger i
graurd off 3 R 57 34T &1 3ol wgaeh Ul $ e & qEy daf 7 a9 e sl ®
R 3fe @IS 17| 5T & 8T dhl F 5T 1 & AT aF off 7 N 39 4 F7 sEAATT Fo
giaéler @lica & off ft S| WY § A A FeIT F A W @A YA TF FUA F gE
HYAT P AT IAT| TEIETel, dob UWTEIST FT TE Ygell HIHST I81 &l 3TP gk oY &3 Sfpar
gleTel IHT 3T @ &1 ST Ugd aRd AT o Golld AATel deb ! oH9redT 13 §olR s & 9
g o Aredr & & gR FRT T F GAT RIRAT AT a9 38 AR & dfdr sfagra i qaq
I3 YI@IYEr Hel IAT AT| glellich, §5 Wil USATH H TGS ol T gl grar 3 R & &
g § Fife 9 & 3IVER JaerT a1 FIf-Fr W geT S fF g Ar acs veSie dF &
Y SIS FT ofd &l IR e dlell a1 Ig & 6 For G@ersy w1 90 hrie ffEd WHR &
TaifAca arer g 7 gIar g1 2013-14 & a9 & Fad I Iuf H 3H R & UGS & ATl &
IR ¥ 9T AT GV g3 &l Hale A Ig & o AT SRt A Gi@rey i gea’ sa F4 §g
W g2 Mg gar g & & g D A@eE @ ar 991, et & A i sAaRat @
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I oY 3o H TeTH W &1 Rold o & 91 30 g h URErusy @ el o] GRS
AT Hehd (SSeegTH) YOTell Flofg & afehed SHT o6 fRT AT & AAeT & gam, % gA
SRl BIIGT gl 301 Uld| IREINEYD aer 3foid 9eel & 2019 # &ans Faafdr d v
Joieddd & SIRT IJg fe@rar ar fF SUEay ¢i@rsr & AHd TGN & EaIAcd arel dar H
SITEH & sl T @I HF Yollell a4l 3R 3TTET Scidol 33T H Ioig I gld &l 3oaiel
IaraT T S STEAT AT 986 FH AWATIT FA & IT 3 I 3T FeH el 301d ol Ig & &
T dr § ar@reasy T dedt geaAr3ii #F Ushed & T TSR o A9+ 39 fhu §, Y off
WSSl B Uh Tl & folT 39AcT g1 IRAS & sl FI A aF ATl &L Tl UIETEET &
AHS A 96 & W} &, WY € 3§ HRUT gl alell bl 8 §¢ T &1 3T o & dal & R
s TUTAcT A gl ol T’ o 9 @I g1 T8l 30H e 1 eRanft ey dol & ge @
g SHch 3TArar depi, St o 3iTf3cd, Hise T FEaw IR dF I AIFHS TFAT ARAAE &
W M A UF F37 HaATA gl MBI I FAT dole W & SIE-AI A & HOT i agel JA 3Hcdd
Tl 16 ql&éﬁﬁsﬁ?ﬁaﬁrmwﬁ&qwmwaﬁéﬁﬁ%’aﬁ:@ﬂ?

foreT aRTEUTAAT & =iy 931 A &1 =icTal ael dlel &g ATl doh UIETEEN Hf Wl dd e 3R
AT Ed 9o & fow facer o smer av 3R @affq #gear 3R S vSf@ay & gar Ag7 Iar?
VO H gard 3&4T JIfoET &1 1% &, 3H AT 3 Al & SIeT Il ofied &l 3%lee &ear § ar
& 38 Pl I UHR Tk & SToldl & IR TgT W FHUT GaRT 22,842 HUs T 94 &I 3hrec fohar
AT 3R ddl gaRT 7 Fad 3H WA F AIAT F FHr RN FH 75 e Flag WA H 9
el Gl et AR ARt 1 g #Heg #1715 6 9 94 g Tg g1 Th| FHA H TWg
feEsr arer fBWiee W ST THT T St & ey T ar 36THAT cAfar &, Iy & FuEes
IS AR T Harera w o e &1 gS 3o ¢ & 3@ arel § T 4 g9 @2
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