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A loophole in democracy

Only if the Samajwadi Party-led coalition wins by a large margin can it be assured of
government formation

Shaikh Mujibur Rehman, [Teaches at Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi and is the author
of the forthcoming book, Shikwa-e- Hind: The Political Future of Indian Muslims ]

It is clear that the fierce electoral battle for Uttar Pradesh is mainly between the Akhilesh Yadav-led
gathbandhan (coalition) and the Yogi Adityanath-led Bharatiya Janata Party (B]P), even if it appears multi-
cornered on paper. The failure of unity among supposedly secular parties against the BJP once again
demonstrates not just their half-hearted commitment to secularism but also their self-centredness as they
continue to give more importance to their political future than to India’s secular polity. Without doubt, this
failure of opposition unity has given a huge advantage to the BJP.

The key difference between the 2017 election and the ongoing one is that neither the BJP nor the
Samajwadi Party (SP) enjoys uniform advantage in all the regions of U.P. as the BJP did in 2017. The election
is thus highly competitive. In western U.P., particularly in Muzaffarnagar, the SP-Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
coalition enjoys a great advantage. The new-found bonhomie between the Muslims and ]ats, established
during the farmers’ movement, could severely dent the BJP’s fortunes in the region. There is limited
evidence of reconciliation on the ground between the farmers and the BJP even after the farm bills were
withdrawn.

A strategy that could backfire

Through my fieldwork I have learnt that Muslim voters in Muzaffarnagar and elsewhere in U.P. are going
to employ the strategy that those in West Bengal and Delhi did, which was to vote for the candidate who
could defeat the BJP. But given that the electoral competition is intense, the decision of the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen, and Congress to field Muslim candidates in Muslim-
dominated constituencies is likely to benefit the BJP also.In 2017, there were 14 seats out of the 85 Muslim-
dominated seats (with a Muslim population of 25% to 50%) which went to the BJP owing to the same
reason. There are 145 Assembly constituencies where the Muslim population is greater than the State
average. In 2017, the BSP had fielded the highest number of Muslim candidates among all the parties (99),
including in Faizabad, the seat of the Ram Mandir issue. The BSP has repeated its 2017 strategy now by
fielding Muslim candidates in many seats across the State. This strategy along with the vote-splitting
capacity of the Congress and AIMIM could help the BJP.

In a recent interview to ANI, the Prime Minister dismissed any anti-incumbency wave. He might have said
this to keep his party’s candidates motivated and the cadres in high spirits. The truth is that no other
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politician or party in today’s India understands the importance of the U.P. election and its impact on New
Delhi better than the seasoned campaigner, Narendra Modi, whose move to Varanasi from his Gujarat
bastion was clearly determined by the reasoning that U.P. matters the most for his party to win the general
election. It is expected that he and his party will leave no stone unturned to retain U.P. Anti-incumbency
exists in different degrees in various regions and this is distinctly different from the anti-BJP sentiment in
Rajasthan or Madhya Pradesh in 2018. The key difference is that anti-incumbency in U.P. in most regions
is against Lucknow as well as New Delhi, which was not the case in M.P. or Rajasthan in 2018. That is why
the BJP, despite losing the elections in those two States in 2018, saw a clean victory in the same places in
2019. However, it is too early to say how long the farmers' anger against the Modi government will last.
Reconciliation could happen before 2024, but that also depends on how the B]P responds after the results.

Changing ground rules

One fundamental way that Mr. Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have changed ground rules in Indian
elections is that the BJP’s defeat in an election does not imply that the B]JP cannot form the government.
Karnataka and M.P. are examples of places where the party lost but is running the government. Only if the
margin is massive can a defeated BJP be kept out of power, as was the case in West Bengal or New Delhi.
While it is hard to predict who will be the winner, a victory with such a massive margin does not look likely
for Mr. Yadav. If he wants such a victory, he has to upgrade his campaign in various domains. This limitation
might deny him another term or it could, at best, give him a short-term opportunity.

Whatever be the outcome, the idea that a defeated party can grab power by backdoor machination,
neutralise electoral results and silence the voice of people is a threat to the idea of electoral democracy.
The sooner India fixes this loophole, the better it is for democracy.
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¥ weldt it # 3 dFe F 7 s
HYTEhrr

qHe & U RUIC & Hafosh fGerd a¥ vATHTAS dFeX &7 g7 il A @ &7 SIS Y dR W g @I
AR &Y gl e & ok # 25 FiAd FHAT S| ST § 12 FUS SR 3o Tl $H Aol sl T
Tufd SUSIT &7 987 FROT Fail| HARIM H TS T 11.6 IS AR o FA AR oifched &I RIS Hl gl
Ao ATl 39 IIotedl & FHIHA ATged dTall Sl GG ATd-eI-ATdl §6elT JoRIR The Hl Hohd gl FHAWT W ol
# TS AT & Hepeol 25 FiaRrd $T FHeldl Hehe H1 3R FeT Fehcl &1 38 doic # THATHN X fhaEi §
ISt @lie & fow Ui off Mod @t & aoc & 3.92 wfderd & Heee 3.84 yfderd &1 78 g1 ¥ W

2



www.dafeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (15-02-22)

IR AR ggar 3aRER g Fife @re gfersy Y 1.40 I@ aXIs & g AT 1.05 o F:As 1 T3 §,
St oo et &l # @98 7 g1 I8 a9 § o9 929 I6R & @ig T AT HEA T @ &l 6 Th
3R AT F FIH o ATl @ Fsfey a dler & IgT tATEd | Tle & gofc A FAT FY srdegaear | 3R
dIST STolel aTell §1 WG & Hloled & HG H &1 e arell TR 7 off &wely &y a1 8, @l 3} a1fiw \fgensit
H & S aTel FeTeleT Arotell- forad 30 gk IS &. §i¢ ol O- off NS I @ @cH T &) 15| arerd
ey, HIY 3R AT AW AR S 3T H g gicl &1 Tst & g1y F 9§ S o Ferer s
Th Tl & T TR R Fied Far & ary 589 ff &I 7 ™|

=il FeAtdl HT JTHAT

HUGhIT
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R & 54 3R Wl 0 9T II6Er 9T T S el AT, 98 SHTAT AT o, Fhifh gId ¥ T ugd
g Ffdeftd &Y fqU v &, Afhed 9 A dgo X T & 37 a0 A| Y dl HufAT $H e HT Sl 3T
1 T Fehell § SATAT HRA FIHR Y Heleh Gall B1aM| el TF o sharel & I FI&T & TIT GeRT §, dfoh
3H @ $T UGS AT SIRAT Fold § of $© HRAGT T STET YR H HH I &1 HRA 3 T e 18
& el v gfaeftd & ger g1 el U9 & e R #T el SRars & d1G T§ FeeAl Hide ¢ (o el
T Agd W HIS WH 3G YS9T| SHA 3¢l FAdl HT ST bl & g8 AT [ag & da 3if3ge &ar
YT U g1 3Hh N HZIST WY AT Ieod A §U a0 foad Aersel & facer 7l o ST o ar ¢oh
gl foh areafaes fAasor @ @ SRy aIfaer @1 Hel HROT AT garT fAf@d Fasilal &1 et Hie &
Imeeforars fader # & WY @IF HaTeaTdl FFAold H 3e6ia Ig Fead & o HIS Hepra w7g1 fhar for s1@
1S F97 S fAf@a wfdeetansit # aar garar 8, a9 W &g e & faw Rar der e 2

AT T 3T T Fad ART & =IgT, Sfed 3T A &2AT & Wl AhAS 3R FTAHATRRT IGJT YA
§U%‘|sﬂé?mwaﬁaﬁ@%é&ﬁﬁﬁ%mﬁﬁmﬁwwﬁmwﬁawmﬁ
o9 §3T B, T WIRREATA Y R & el HigY H e AT X T &1 FE &b ¢ 6 %R wAd
3ARET, 3meferar AR SrareT Y $afieRY el HeroeT Fars e Y IMHABAT BT FAT Al F I G3 &,
AfFeT 3T glhdl T HeT A AT § FHIH Tods Tl 6] g1 3T TS AT H ATART W e
T & AT F& 3T FedA 3o gH 50 FF H HRA F 39 TR R F& AARFT gam@ o1 F:3 gl
SH AAS # Fad Ugoll 1A el W IS HAIRAT A Fel &l AT glan| eI g & el dar &
el 3137 3R 36 38 Fes AU & d1g HRd H AR F W F3 FeA 300 U, TEg 9T W s
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foeRar e g, Afdher 3l oo 3nafera aRome g1 A &1 AT had I8 g o el et @ I
HH glel & ATH gl of @I dfedh Ig T § oh IR grer 9g 7T g1 oI & g dad B@ae & o dRd
#r 30 ufa & Aeee & T :FX FaT & gref|
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AT ARG fedT & v a8y g9
HAAT A AR, ( AF AR FEdva R afedd aegea & Rad wafdve §)

g4 3N T ARETH FATS H Ig FaTel IS gHl T
BT IR0 & a1 9grs? 0¥ Hard & g5 g THS H
Hee YAl T dollceh & HAHT 3T & HTEH Afgen3it
F &F HT odel, dfesh 3TN S H 308 U6 H @A IR
39T TSTeiliaeh AT Tehel HT &1 dgaX & foh 3sT g
HEICHT I & 5 HYUA T TROT K & FiEere Afgansit
I U& I T[T F TuEA ART| .. IR IMET JTEET Uh
WS 9UT T dolg & @ 99 el @t ¢ o g Hofr off
Tada 3R AT gl Y ThieT HFH F Thd &2'(FTS 3
fag amel-fdter FAR B1Y, gso Hear 140)

v

FeAresw & 339 oo 7 3u9 feeme faae & i 3k

ARTSET AT &I &7 o forar g1 39 gar-faver & +3

RE & de W o ] &1 Boe & Ry & arar Fir 3R
¥ TG dF Fel off W@ & [ RBoma-ga 3nfe ggetenr Afaw ARGt & Afos sfter § ik Regeat
Tholl JfABHA Ugelel T Fheal ATH ARG W HcAER g1 T Uil & o Ig ART S §a 8 ] & T
fRSTe 18l ar Jers i ABRISE H W G AR 310, ot for@r ar, gger Roea-fhe fhdme|

SH OR faarg 7 A ofef IV & gHe HA H FA1 §7 ARG &1 3=l ggal Bueh =migv 3 s fow
fRTa-geT dgeten @IfRT, 30 a¥E @ W R e gr & Aot & fa 7 g2 avda # s0 Agcaql
2T W I faaR 8T AU AT, oifehe] §AR foleRel ddsh of el [URERT Sl 9dT Sdme fgole &l 93dg
F FVFR T A5 AT 378 AT FS AT 39 9 o eareT A8t I i Roa &) <arsq &1 AT Sl
q 3l €1 faURYURT & Jele ST HRETH FATST HT IFRE I T &
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o aRure Il Reie-geh & ds Ugadcas AR 1 T W@ ¢, 38 A3’ & HaRT & &9 &
TR el & GHTAYUT 3N FT AL g1 Tohll| o1 Shaol 38 GOl Fiasl & & =g 81 g7 J5 o &@
% & b Ig 31harg thellg ST W & 76 #RA & RBolla-geh 0 II6Er o@Tel Sl hIfRAM T 7 WET &1 I§ FHar
O STE drehl $T 3R A oY fohar ST @7 8, Sidih eals A6 & foh Shdol Solall @gl ST @1 & 7oh Topel o1
ST 36 @IS g, 96 |l SF-BE3l W o] gl § 3R 381 diefel | I el AMT| 3PN heficen
oE3T & AT Bela e & SR § al 59 2019 # el ¥ Tshlel WA & 30 Hd 3¢ &t
R GEU # O F Sfadfie R, a9 ag ag e Fi @ @ A4 SR § B sefew B ag 5@
e & ReT F1 FET 31T F ARTH FAT W JoA & W@ &

gH 3R GrER AfeH AT H Bolla-gh & AHS & Farel S=1 & giar? I HaloT & g8 Tg THS A
Ace HI o EI3A A Head ARASN & & &1 161, fod 3HH M5 H 3¢ 96 # @ 3R 370l
Totehfaes Afear deat &1 g1 WY T ded #Agcaqut el I8 § 6 St & Afgen sfer i ard wa §
3R 3o el & ST & R W &, TN 30¢ adad F ARord esfHat AR Afgensit & fdt & =ar g2

Ig Ile IG=T AieT o Tigediell HiEerH ATt & HURRT HT ¢TSI TG a7 UerhT 38 foeT ofam 2,
5@ o emgar=il Jeneor & 3T Sf3ar HiEdH deTel off S & gard H qolig el FhR o A HIE &
el @ gole fear UT| HEoH Gheel o7 SIS I WHN-HAUTAh Haroel w7g1, dfesh Hgol Uh IR TART
HITSeT B QATEeTell HAHT H FNA HIE & hael T TS Rg Telel I, 3T HREAH Higoll3i & HHRT HT
ST HHGR TSI AR ARG SE FHROT Al dolleh AT HUTT & PRI aad A 70 Aol § 3fUF 7 F7G o9
AT 58 PAMT A TedA A & aie 8 AREera Al @1 3l ofr 37 qogersit v A3t S Hrege
AR e A &1 50 THeT H AT seora o el gy B a1 €1 g Fis e & IRT dae gunt
¥ gAN R gl & HORRT $ W@ g1 el T FHerH H AHATSD GURT H1 AATen FIA g, TE
AIETH HATS HT Acfca UTfFS FaAIAT HT S F HGA ARG & SR T golel HA H ofan §34T%"I
¥ off 7w AR’ S g3 ¢

HBEE HT &1 Jg ¢ & S oot e @ Jiees Afgemsit & JfUaRt & Shsat geor Hur @ § 9 Haf off
o1 AT & arediash FAEAB T Ueh Tl dlelell THG g1 | T Tg A6 AT Fa4T? TEgearir
gl & AT g 3Tl HTTerd A3 dhr aredfass THREABN & FAYUE & IR H e Mgy, o o 39 W
fEoma et 3R 3% g F Sq e H MAY FE AT Rocrgrer Tgr g W1 ¥ g AS WA @few
SIS T HEAH AfGA SIIH &of T AR Sl ol a8 deh JETH FATST Hll oy cReehr FgT Y aream|

I §H FHEIBN & g8 & aR A fAaR e & o & ads §dsT 3a &1 a1 ar 93 gdiaTd o Fifswss &
a1 O e fordll fieera & @l HACrl 1 FAT ANRS Higdl & SRR # o/l S0 U Afgell & dk W
ST oot § foF R & @ AfRensit & 3R & WA w0 & v a6 aniE w@fdr & e
Hrel T R @fad g Fhar g1 9% I8 Eiedr aaifAE aeiie @Rt W) osmaRa gef, safar wsfh
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Y 3T FHYA AT TMEU| SHA & 37 AN Y alcATied ol ST HeveTl &, ST ARESH FATST & A3t
F 9§ H @ 3R 3T ¢RATT H gt fr sAT @S fir FifAw F W@ B
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sfagr@ & T & Igar AT FAgcarhieU FFR ALdash
gROTAT & 3eifehd Wl &1 AT AR & S S 3797
wafotE sfage &t gt & Fifel & siafas ik
et A@sd H HAR HET TBd 8, S IEHT
g AREWRAT &I derd g1 3dh aig Y 3o User Hr
AFTHT HTATTATT F T FS gTAST A AT HIfAA
SR SN &1 389 faeg «nifd & fav 931 @err @sr &
I gl

SISl qdT JUT M Gohel Hehe IS Teh Gl Aol TEe
FAIs & Hr 39 Vdgiae Jgdll & Tead g, o
& qegufa gfasr et off [fufa & s=e 3R s=me
W & AT T¢ Thfeqd Aok 3 @ ¢ HIAAS T Aol AT HT Teh Ao AT| YD &, Toled
3R Tehet Al 376t gt AU T Tog @ o 81 3T T TST IT-316097 81 Fohel FHT IgATT H 391
glel I Icd g, g6 & 3R Soled HY-AY T 7o ITd &l Pohel W GaTT el & TIT &F o dolred H
3et Al & @Y AT 3N fatades gRAR SAT #X fAT §1 §F Jehel &I hdol Teh 30T U & &9
ﬁﬂﬁm%,a's'wagmﬁaqomgamdl g WA FI&T & v o & & AU Iehet HaTfte Ageaqor
¢l AT dg 38 gHeaides 3N g WENfT &1 g8 & dR W SMeT S@ar g1 Jehol &F HT qiRealr diar
W gl g favd Jeur & aRIeT Sid qiRwHr ST A dcehrellel WATT F 9 g fhar o1, a8 Pehel & Follh
¥ & 3T AT @ AT A Pohet T WA IRAH F U oAt 3R qF F & F @Y e gl

e f gerept & #LT 3R qdf T H Tshfaen Fafd 7 o9 seoma gu 81 580 TARS gfdegefadr o
oSl & &1 81 30 &7 # gfear 1 a3t AfFaai & i $-Tsfellicieh Hepleell @A W g1 Pohel IRTHAT 3T
Y el R T AT el T SAMAR HIAA H @ g1 1991 7 Wfdad §9 & WG & &G Gohel
Teh TqT U & &I H 3INT A1| 38R Hlafereh S5/@ AT & &1 5§ ARG T @ T AFaRel U AT
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ST 81 38l Ush wROT Ig 8 § fo rfqeniara @faga @ & f&epier WA &g Johod A & F| s@few
g o dhdel & & AU 3GH a1 @1, dfech JUAT &M dr Aok ot 387 W =il W 2002 & ST Gghel A
oATeT #H AAS glel T RTINS FIhaT Y& A T Tl fhar o & Iegdid il I g ANER N7 |
GihT TolE hofiel T Al ¢ o qRa#AT qeif & MU=y A & FRoT JAfaad T &1 fFee g3m
gideT sholtel & JfSRT T & 3R 37 HRT & geon iR Qe 71Rka dtersr Hr gver R @S o gl
AT 3ogled Gghel T HASR HA & AT 38 T &7 RAAT A 2014 & &7 & Ao fo7r a1) 9o &
59 FeH HI dRGH TR T FIT AT g5 M| 38 916 §F & W ey Fame v & AR aRaA7 & @y
$8S IoENg I 3R ao Aol A1l HIAAS AT aedIdeT HT del@ng GHE ANdfaw 373t § 3R Fg7 &
dicil @ HiSEI ToAd @1 HROT &7 IS 8| 56 AT Jghol T HAT TR &F & QI &9 §| T87 g 7@ &
grelTd &% fe@ W &1 ®7 &1 3 § & At 32 Tohed &1 oemar gRART 7 3mqf e @ & 3R 3@Rer
Sl gAY & 9T & TeIg Y HSHT IET &1 T TBaT & o ey & A7 1997 & ugel I aig AT W
dle ST 3 AR ToateT qd H 3T 39 WAt &1 3R AEIR o X 3R qdf 9 7 3196l Ao afafafe=
§¢ I S| ST AT F G o ATel @l diels 3R aifeces arif Tedlferan, siafaar 3R forgsnfarar & 3=
AT aTIE Fellell graf|

W AR gad §l & [T el AR @R & v gt HAoias i & 7o) 3nar &1 A #i
Fafed ARSI H § T FHAT GIET 8, T Feh AU 38 ediics AMPR R e AgeR & &g &
Wl &l 38 [T el aeR o 9ERs §7 F 3eH & o &6 AR Ighad @ o1 &1 AR ST, HHAT,
3afer 3R aEa gAlfaal @ fAdes & fAU el Aar & rcarydes s Hr AT HTE §1 SHA 3HH
el gfdedfedr &7 3R DT F &

IiNdee § 6 Aifad 99 & fued & a/g & & Aded § s GUaT 3N doles Bl & 9 v q@
X TR SoTd & [T 3176 REHsR 1991 & U TdT ISE HIGH- HIAAdeY 3TH 3f30se T (T3sud)
T ST TRT T AT, SN ATr gESar e Sar g1 a9 ¥ & Qued F uRvmATawy 3ffaca &
T TAT & AIECH & 3T dAfed Al aars a8 | I8 T AT T § AR, fd, Fofer
fo#ToT, geen 3R gt & @ T S S HH ST ¢ TH HIS AT FAGAT H ohol T 3N 36A
ITET TGT AT| WAfhe] ®F HT AR Johol & &Easld § 39 Fufaar sear o8 &1 3ARSr Tsgufa arsseT o
& @l Adrae &1 § & &7 & A Gghel W gHT AT Y 38 W g YTl T HIHAT AT I9TT| FHealicleh
T ¥ Ig AT o T ¢ F &7 & v geq a31 3« siear I8 & g & F &5 & S gome
AW Il JoTell & e fear S|

Lehol Hehc H TH & WY e & 30T 75 Mk AR AARS TTEAT HT FHTGAN I TGT Hehell ol shed
# Hohe 967 W el PR TF BT ol § & ALY Al § A JUNT T RN faAT T Fohell g1 JANT
Y AT 1 G FEH &7 SN HAFNCR g1 Fehel Hbe & Fgel W UREGH & 3 87 §F W wldaer ofam
Thd 81 W H AT &F &Y 997 31Tk A & TeheTl &1 38 HAcg H Jehioush ATl SaEAT IR T, &
& sl IR FRIERT JfasaEAT FI Fol T IR &F T dof AT TG o weH A g1 1991 & Afaad a9
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& ges 3R dediewor $r Aifd & ag aRas IRFTfaar sgaa & @ @9 F 3nfds gager o 34k 39
T W 96 g &1 75| 56 &1 gora § O Nt &1 &7 § WaAT faadre efenster FATCA g GH B

e T A Focl AR A IARHN IR A A ofie 3G g8 ¥1 T F Hhwo Aed HE 997 yidedar 97
X ARG & FqHA 371 T § 3E0 e & AT assd U9 f AR dw w1 e o9 3R sl
AR & AT & ALY U e e ¢ [SdT 3eT AFIaTE 3R &F F IAG HFA AT @ gl 379
e & TGl AThd @ WFIAIE & Holgd glel I JTRAHT ATST I AT F T g1 IJARG AR e & o=
ST MR Jeor X 3 &F &1 3@ GG Hl Holqd Hcl Ao 31 @1 ¢ S dfRge dt W Aia-&q &r
G Y FfaRfeT war ¥ R &, Tohet A AHT S Joy H S IMIHT T Y &, 38R IRaF I
98¢ Gakellsh g1 Fohel g1 TE AT M Jeu & A & TISC Habhdl § Sl Yged & AT fIARMBRY g7 Fohet
el
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