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Critiquing Hamid Ansari’s Civic Nationalism Thesis

That India abounds in plurality does not mean there’s no thread of cultural continuity
Najmul Hoda, [ The writer is an IPS officer.]

India is being taken over by a “new and imaginary practice of cultural nationalism” as against the
“wellestablished principle of civic nationalism, which seeks to present electoral majority in the guise of a
religious majority, and monopolise political power”. Thus spake Hamid Ansari, Vice-president of India for
two consecutive terms (2007-17), in an online address to a Special Congressional Briefing on Protecting
India’s Pluralist Constitution, organised by the Indian American Muslim Council (IAMC).

It would be pertinent to ask whether having been the occupant of the country’s second highest office -
ceremonially higher than Prime Minister’s - Ansari should have participated in a programme organised by
an outfit with pronounced ideological angularity.

But let’s concentrate on critiquing the discourse from which narratives such as Ansari’s emerge.
Is nationalism cultural or civic?

So, is Indian nationalism, in its nature, cultural or civic? Has the nation been created by the Constitution, or
the nation adopted, enacted and gave itself the Constitution? In other words, is the emotional charge of
nationalism a result of the euphoria created by a consensus over liberal values likeliberty, equality and
fraternity, or did the nation resolve to live by these ideals in its corporate life? To predicate nationhood on
civic rather than cultural values is putting the cart before the horse.

To say that India’s nationalism is not cultural is to deny the very nationhood of India, and regard it as little
more than a geographical expression. The British did so, but with the express purpose of belying India’s
national reawakening. Today, India’s cultural nationalism is negated in order to remove the nation from
the nation state, and leave the state as a bare political entity without any national and culturalbase

Coexistence of contradictory ideas
That India abounds in plurality of languages, social customs and religious practices does not mean that the
thread of cultural continuity has not been running through these diversities from the Himalayas to the

oceans, and from the Indus Valley Civilisation to the India today.

The question is why some people find it so difficult to recognise the inherent cultural unity of India through
its apparent diversity? Beside the imperative of motivated narrative, is it because the coexistence of not
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only divergent but seemingly contradictory ideas on life and religious practices in India, is beyond the ken
of monotheistic thinking?

This coexistence is most vividly present in the vibrant multiplicity of ways in which the divine is
apprehended and approached, pithily summarised in the Upanishadic wisdom, ‘Ekam Sat Vipra Bahuda
Vadanti’ (the truth is one, but the wise call it by different names).

There is a deeper reason for negating the cultural nationalism of India. Muslim conquerors premised their
entitlement to rule on the dyad of religious and racial superiority. The two were mutually reinforcing.

Any mingling with the local culture was seen as contamination that would not only debilitate conquerors’
powers but also compromise the purity of Islam. Thus, even Indian converts to Islam were expected to
renounce their ancestral culture if they wanted to be truly religious.

Binary between belief & belonging

This leads to the important question: Would Muslims still be uncomfortable with India’s cultural
nationalism and see it as Hindu nationalism had they identified with India’s culture beyond the courtly
superficiality of Ganga Jamuni tehzeeb?

India deserves to be viewed in its own paradigm, and not through any exogenous theological prism. The
insistence on civic nationalism, instead of cultural, is a reflection of the concept of Darul Ahad (abode of
covenant) or Darul Aman (abode of peace) - a country where Muslims live in peace, with full civic rights,
according to a covenant. It's however forgotten that such an existence has to be necessarily apolitical, with
no group-claim on political power.

It was Sir Syed Ahmad Khan who, working within the framework of two mutually antagonistic religious
groups, postulated an inevitable electoral majority for the religious majority since, in his view, a voter
would necessarily vote on religiously partisan lines. Thus began the demand for special rights for the
religio-electoral minority which, in tur n, created a religio-electoral majority.

For Muslims to be fully at home in India, they would have to abandon the self-created binary between belief
and belonging. The fetishisation of identity, phobia of assimilation and drift into self-alienation have to end

for their cultural roots in the land to revive. If not, they shall continue to have a problem with everything
from Bharat Mata and Vande Mataram to the lighting of lamps and breaking of coconuts.

The EcoNnovic ' TIvES

Time for India to Set Up a Fiscal Council

Will make budgetary process transparent

ET Editorials
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Gol is expected to chart a fiscal glide path in Tuesday’s budget announcement. The pandemic makes
forecasts of growth and fiscal variables challenging. So, it is the right time to create a fiscal council that will
provide independent forecasts on macro-variables such as GDP growth and tax buoyancy, oversee
compliance with debt targets and indicate a path of return. The assessment will help Gol evaluate
macroeconomic conditions better and articulate the reason for where the fiscal deficit should be, keeping
investors and bond markets informed. Successive finance commissions, and the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Review Committee recommended the creation of a fiscal council, in line with
global practice. It will also bring transparency in the budget process.

About 50 countries have fiscal councils. A January IMF research paper, ‘Fiscal Rules and Fiscal Councils:
Recent Trends and Performance During the Covid-19 Pandemic’ (bit. ly/3KXuQVC), lauds their role in
providing oversight that includes monitoring the use of the so-called ‘escape clauses’ that validates any
breach in fiscal deficit. Almost all countries with deficit rules exceeded the limits, by an average of 4% of
GDP in 2020. Debt deviations reached unprecedented levels. But countries with a good track record on
fiscal rules responded more aggressively during the crisis.

India’s fiscal rules, adopted from July 2004, targeted a fiscal deficit of 3% of GDP. Gross fiscal deficit touched
6% of GDP in 2008-09, after the stimulus packages during the global financial crisis. Growth contracted
after the pandemic, and the revised fiscal deficit widened to 9. 8% of GDP in 2020-21. The economy is
forecast to grow by 9. 2% in 202122, and the budgeted fiscal deficit is lower at 6. 8% of GDP. Some analysts
worry that an abrupt fiscal consolidation may stifle recovery. But Gol cannot totally overlook the FRBM
targets. A fiscal council, comprising of professionals experienced in public finance, to keep tabs on public
debt will help bring government finances to a better shape.

SR
THE HINDU

Date:31-01-22

Limits of power

SC serves a reminder that the House should work within constitutional parameters
Editorial

In ruling that the one-year suspension imposed last year by the Maharashtra Assembly on 12 BJP
legislators was illegal and irrational, the Supreme Court has set the limits of the legislature’s power to deal
with disorderly conduct in the House. It has laid down a significant principle that the effect of disciplinary
action cannot traverse beyond the session in which the cause arose. Citing precedents from rulings of the
Privy Council and the Supreme Court, the Court has sought to read the power of the House to suspend a
member as essentially defensive or ‘self-protective’ so that disorderly conduct does not overwhelm its
proceedings, but it should not assume a punitive character. Therefore, the suspension beyond the duration
of the session was illegal. It was deemed irrational because the need to exercise the power was limited to
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restoring order in the House; logically, it was not needed beyond the day, or in case of repeated disorderly
conduct, to the session so that scheduled business could be completed. It has termed the one-year
suspension as a punitive action worse than expulsion. Its reasoning is that if a member is expelled by a
resolution of the House, the Election Commission is bound to hold a by-election within six months and the
member could seek re-election. On the contrary, the year-long suspension will mean that the constituency
remains unrepresented, while there would be no vacancy to be filled through a by-election.

The State government argued vehemently that there was no limit to the action that the House could take
for maintaining order and the Court could not examine the proportionality of the action. Rule 53 of the
Assembly allowed the Speaker to adopt a graded approach to disorderly conduct; naming members after
which they should withdraw from the House for the day, and, in the case of the conduct being repeated, for
the rest of the session. However, the Government insisted that the suspension was imposed under the
inherent power of the Assembly to ensure orderly functioning. Even then, the Court ruled, in the absence
of a rule enabling such a power, the House had to adopt a graded approach and that the same-session limit
could not be breached. Referring to the bar under Article 212 of the Constitution on the judiciary examining
the regularity of the procedure adopted by the House, the three-judge Bench ruled that the present action
was illegal and irrational, and not a mere irregularity of procedure. The ruling is yet another reminder to
legislative bodies that their functioning is subject to constitutional parameters. In an era when the
government side accuses the Opposition of being obstructionist, and the Opposition alleges that it is being
silenced, it is gratifying that the higher judiciary grapples with questions related to the limits of the power
exercised by the majority in the legislature.

¢fdd JIPRUT

TSET P& & fow =ar @

fer FaR A, ( dEF FERT E RefoF bt F Faqy wels Awel ¥ faedws §)
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dia el Fg WHR o 35 Yege Ao, aF AR
3I3e, & STEENA 3Hh3c, of Jadse 3R T
HEGF BT N Sollh A F e IR F F
qifehedlel @ HAfeld gl dTel o doTol HRA faRiel
Hoil @aX 3R 3afdstes AT & JaRoT H o6 |
3180 o el Ugel & TUTHHA FReq AIET & Hlithel
I TURAT TeHARREAT @RI Uk S & FS °E
aE & ILIE W Wifoeds! dedl GaRT Tl T
ay¥ ggol 3Tal 3T Ush UlidHcs dIfsar Ae 3|
39H g AT A & @ arel T Adr & Hifthel
® Th G R b 3 & bl ST g S
TUIAFHAT & FIfthel T A1 37| R A S fg@sr arer 39 tfanes aRa W #is gaem X & &1 &9
RPEAT A Th FAT W RIS IR SEAfAS T N AR HlSaAl aRT Fmf-d &l Sl drell e
#A=g3req &1 AU & T@T 1 Feval § TIEH I 30 AT AT TRl §AT HT ITH S & AT-AT Tl
ST T 81 309 o iR fawy I & fb Ra & JU=HE 1 GIET H A A STelel drell g & -7 I8
dIfSAT Teh a¥ ok Jggd T UST HA TET? AN FgR FI&T Toifadi Aol §i b o1 el W@i? 300 o
%Wﬁﬁaﬁﬁw%wa@mq&q\q T T IRINMAEATT U dTfeldleT & sl Hl bl Teh
getaT & @1 UT| 38 3d & o 747 & AATdr-fAdeusd shanfaeder & el W@ Har 1 781 @ @
g, FifF 3R CEr R arar & gege 30 Afsar A Befie ax doml weet I ¥ 6 S gege ve qzareHAs
FATIR RAIE & o Sclail F&cl & Tohcl & 38 HRA o TUFHA T gHA HT ALl e dsAT Th
el deh hdl 39 AT W dof @A [GaT?

X3Sl Fg 99T ¢ B HAAGN IR HRA A R AR &I HT HT IS 3eholl 3cTeX0T gl &1 300 F&
et Tgel & HeHRY Hel T SEA-AGT THHR IR g [ & oIS AT JATCAfhAl EaRT ST F AR STl I
EHET & TS| S Ioglel SAW Ueh edic & AETH ¥ 39T AY Yehe fhar o & [T &1 Iooeed ada
gU Zfdex gaRT 391 3h3e & fAafed T far mam) sren Rt & ganr anafeat & e W gah &
fa%eer 3marsl 3oMT YU $hellell $& 8 Hehell 87 IE 6! fded § Toreal difoldlel AAci3il & dHAA 3rhi3e
TJod @A foU &1 o & guris il & Fifthel & AT g $r wifder i a8 36 G gewe Az w
T ol difsaAT o arRel fohar T o Ed gRaT Awdl B Hidee Ffafa aeh @ded # I8 Haen od
fe@rar @ f& ar @@ dAfdAat A A7 golt @ Ferer ar S| woifars @1 A g @ o@mar ST Hevel
¢ T 38 3 3T SN & fmmn S dw & e & qE €1 v § & 9w 4w F e
thellel 3 ISl &1 3TEAT Xl T HITSTLT T GEAT UT| SHAT TS el & TIT TSR GaRT HTeleA-Bleled
# ug faefea oy i o)

S # 58 AIfEA I aRRS e dd S T IfREdre 9w AT, W F G & el a getee
AfEar Arget W 99 W g I § T FA qReT weifat # 5 Sexeie Afzar Hufadt & caika dgae

5



www.dafeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (31-01-22)

oTEt ffer o1 @1 &1 fonelt 99 FIefeT-caaedr & Hene dr Fufd & a1 Y frdr gew oieh fRufa & @& 3R
T dal H 3ol ol arell WA Holf @R & s el do Scdele HISAT W JHIRA 8ld BT fawe
oRfEAfT A FoF & Fohar Bl

FrEar R gl & 7 &1 g I oo TS A UH UT T T AT W@ 3 0 & ALIA § Roo
IO TRl § $O HAATNSS ded IHeudeds FTHAGE F I dell $& A3t & T g3 W 3ol
3T Al ST W@ A1 Tg WA I & GI&T Toifdi gl A 38 3R 8 GO g & ot HAT
Wa’a’fﬂTmﬂlﬁSTtIT-lTuoﬂ%qga&q¢%qﬂ%m3ﬁaﬁﬁ3nmaﬂrﬁaﬁmﬁ?,ﬂﬂ33ﬂ?m
Y ot Sc¥aic ATSAT TolehH W &S aut A AfFT &1 §ImAT 1 W 598 & dc Uit o eifaa off swrar
I, W F3 W Ut AR Fogg 36l off whioha &1 ol sl @ 9ferd & ool 918 A # HRars 1 37 AR
¥ gt W g A3t @I Reer s are 31 dedl A Al PRwaR 8 fhar arn? ast @ afha g
Uail, Fepgl A Ahrsell @ SR Fr gfod 9@ Ft A2

gANT o TaifaEt 1 fafeergelie srdel, fores @gl-arela & SWa Hle[-cqaedT qaT0 {W@el W SR fear
STl AT, 319 38 ol Hifd & o & 7R Gl 3ea1e 3R facay A o/ & Fandll §, S8 FATS &1
HRETS & ARG 3R A2eIwor #ar 1 qiod Rl & @asen ghen & 58 o & seteie Afdar w
dLATCHS &7 § TEY fIAL T Flefel-cqae AT & fIT GeRT AT ST FE ST Fhell &1 o & Tha Bl HRATS
Feh HAGTATT ATHGIT I IHI-GWHI FhAT ST FehcTT &1 AT STGEAT F ol[F] el dlell TS THAT I T arHgdT
A O yanfaa a8 g oIfRe fS9s I8 9ge ¥ AR Ior Sdr § & §RAT 3cuaEds & qg&{sqeh‘i
GaRT T3 g &1 W werafAe g 3R sexeie Afzar Sufaat f SeemE AqdARar 9 3RS &
¥ H gehe & Fhll & 3R F& WAT deh gl o ool g
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I&T T FRIER
FoeErT

el 1 SeAtd gureifaeh gof A U o1 diaT gl & dc #Rd 319 glodr & a3 A @aidas
oRit 7 ATffeT g1 91aT| 6T T & & # 9 #T Tg IUliey AHCT 61 ol glelith U S g & &
AT, 3UH0T, §RAAR 3R el @ ad ar ggel & &Y & @1 8, W fAASe de= &1 Fler ggell )
§3rr’s‘|ﬁ%ﬁtﬁvé:mugmugmtmﬁmﬁaaﬁmaﬁa?rﬁanﬁmaww%lu‘s’sﬂﬁvaﬁ
Hecaqul g Fifch A HT T &1F & AR Follel & TIT o $T a5 # IWEHR o HF q9 Al hael
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frr § 3R IRt T TeT 3useot & 2y FH & AT I A% 37 sf3ar W SR foIr §1 feidiw & @y
g3 g TAATger Hler gAfav ol gH HT S T ¥ Flih g CRIAS &7 o R & T&T Hel A feeraredy
fwr @ &1 usdls, faaaam 3R SR S g o Ra & AR Tlea &1 Hhd & I &1 3 oLl
N IHA TRT WA § g1 FHAT AT YAl T AT A STl SoTehl Holgll 81 915 81 SR &, #RA &
T T8 g 3R AEEd S gER & FRIER e & AT 937 STeR IFe gl

oo ad O # HRa & 6T @aa 5  dor & o7 8, 399 aifed & T § 6 39 g7 39 &7 H
AT Fofd T 3T 9 T §1 W &7 A AR Fufdi 3 7 Fao ARy, afes @rgeer, erde
Sorrell, fAarrely 3R =0T yomrel, 3R & 3@ Hehet dTel 3USRUT, SEcRES dTee, GR&T aree, IR deere
el TSR, dET TR YUl S 3eaid gonforar o1 off Fara frar &1 a8 off 7 919 a8 & & 39 a=q
HRT FaX 8 SITGT G2l &l &M 3cU1g o9 8T gl st W I &Y aF Iar gelen & 2014-15 H HRA HT
T FTa T gaR At G arelg I8 YT &1 AT, S 2017-18 H IR golR ©F & Iy &5 FIT FT &l
AT AT 3R 2018-19 H I GH IR FUS FUT I IR & IAT UT| Th ATl H I1T golR I8 F 6T &
g 30T ¥ 3cAIEd 8la PR o 39T T I1d § H §9R 05 FUT IrAlem & @I [T &1 e
@7l ARdes § B TR e fAerser #1 S @ o Aoy & g § 3R S R St & sremar
SE{, ST, F3CT IR, 7Y, 3eolRAT 3R AFFd IR AR S8 o o 50 [Aarse & @lie & feeraed
fear @ B

TE 99 91 & R S RA $T el Tel dF gRART & AT W AT I AT AT, 97 S SIEIR
gRIUR @e 917 T@T &1 T 1 RO § o 31l SR 3mefaiar S ger & oY & @At o @7 & S weh
& 3R diefs o gt X Tl anl gole g St due & AFel 7 o e 3Re, e i St &
g1e AT 3§ IAT §| SHH PIS TE el b TPR PR ¢ FUAT A YicargsT &, @ ATHA TATT
arell 5 Sufeidl YE el W AR W o #ARA ARTd &7 § 997 i &7 Fohell &1 W 30 FRER &
forT sufarl @ afaeqtl o & A1 & 30 AR & Sl & HeFd Al gram|

/WTT=
Co A
HR &1 96 3gfAga

HUTEhT
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AICRAT & Id GHE  CRiheEEdrE, R,
SodfehEdre, afaifhedre 3R JhAfAEdeT o gTel & H 7R
P AT H §U Th FEAG A RIpd A1 27 SFeAad H
gV TS HFEAS H TUAHA Reg HE F Hotalell |
FAGT # R 3R 37 T@eft 2of & o e Tgaer 3R
HFIMATAA H AAGT Fhe § fAuead W @gAfa aeli|
Wﬁ?iﬁﬂ,ﬂ’lﬁrmﬁ—uﬁmﬁqgu Ao A H ¢
g1 e seufa o Gafer & 25 SF9aly & Fe@Ed,
TITATRET, JhATNEN IR Soafheda & A3t & ardr
B A AR F I T F X ACF-TRAT TF TGS
T TEAT A6l gl TSH AR & HBMaedad AR ALT-URAT
qguﬁﬁqlﬁrﬂ-dld 35U g1 CET §IT H AR FAST AET
ﬁmzr-ufﬂma?qgu AT ATEAT &1 TFERAT H R T IR & 9 W@ ST T IEgR 83918
qﬁﬁmﬁMWWWﬁaﬁr%lWWQ@W%qusudqwlsﬂTﬁa%‘ﬁﬁ?
TRIMAEAT 3R T gt FALI-UlRAS &2 FHT @ IR &1 9IRa & fAv IegR §e@ng & [Aaef@d Fa &
981 ARHG 38 el H IR 3R 39t Alggel dev @ g1 IEER & Foldih TIfehedre & sarey 7 o
HieT & Hee A 937 §eWE 9 @ g1 3Ivd AR, AR WET 3R wehia & fags @ Avg-oRmr
1 AT FH 9 §5 ¥l HRT HY TEER ok H I WSl IR FSHN FI SArer 9o F 50 A5 Fer
T FlA HT AT %IWﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂm’haﬁ!”rﬁT&qu{sq*‘i@rwddaﬂ?ﬁﬂaﬁg@%I arer &,
&er &7 feredr e Rufa o ”Rar &1 987 FRUT g1 9Rd IRd 3 ALg TRIAS ¢2lf &l 3T ¢
RITAEATT & ETATT T BIIAST 33Td ?mesﬁmmaﬁﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ
el ugere & AT AT S @ehdr 1 REFY, 2021 & off 9RA A AU #N T & GFEASA H ATare H
ofY| HRA 37 &2AT Fr 3RS 3R dhelieh! TEIAT FX T@T g1 TFAeT H 39el dcd HAddT X HRA o dieT 3R
qIfFEdTa &1 39T dedr AT jar &
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