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Gig work’s inevitable & indispensable. But social security for such workers is essential

TOI Editorials

‘ The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to take up
a PIL seeking social security benefits for gig and
platform workers. The case is likely to have a far-
reaching effect on India’s labour market. It will
also be closely followed globally as Indian gig
workers face issues similar to those faced by their
counterparts in rich countries. The Code on Social
Security, 2020, for the first time gave a legal
identity to the term gig worker, described as a
work arrangement outside the traditional
employer-employee relationship. It said gig
workers were entitled to a social security fund.

Social security is the touchstone for the
dissonance between gig workers and others. For
instance, many countries classified gig work as
“essential” during the first wave of Covid-induced
lockdowns. Yet, they were often cut out of benefits extended to other frontline workers. ILO in a 2021
report surveyed around 12,000 gig workers globally. On the positive side, gig work expanded
opportunities for people otherwise excluded in traditional work areas. The flip side is the irregularity of
work and lack of social protection. The current PIL has a global context that’s been framed by three
developments in economies with a higher standard of protection.

In 2020, California in a ballot allowed platforms to classify gig workers as independent contractors which
meant that they were kept out of obligatory benefits. The tide seems to have turned in 2021. The UK’s
Supreme Court ruled that Uber must treat its drivers as workers and not self-employed. And last week,
the EU drafted a bill that presumes at least some of the bloc’s gig workers are employees and not
contractors. It can potentially cover up to 10% of the 28 million workers. India already has a distressingly
large informal workforce. Gig workers shouldn’t swell those ranks.

Almost 15 months after the social security code was passed by Parliament, implementation has been
delayed as the accompanying notifications are not in place. The PIL gives Gol and states an opportunity to
realise the spirit of the law that unambiguously states gig workers need protection. The law accepts that
governments have to contribute to a social security fund but also provides for an employer’s
contribution. It’s possible to frame rules in a way that finds the balance between the flexibility of the gig
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economy and getting platforms to make a contribution to the fund. This stage needs careful legal drafting
to close loopholes and ensure workers have a cushion.

. TRy,

THE HINDU

Date:15-12-21

Pain from prices

More fuel tax cuts are needed to prevent inflation from hurting the recovery
Editorial

The latest inflation data, both retail and wholesale, point to accelerating price gains that could potentially
undermine the fragile economic recovery by pushing up costs and depleting consumers’ purchasing
power. November’s Consumer Price Index (CPI) shows year-on-year inflation at the retail level quickened
to a three-month high of 4.91%, from 4.48% in October. Even on a sequential basis, last month’s CPI
reveals prices are estimated to have risen 0.73% from October with as many as 10 of the 12 constituents
of the food and beverages category witnessing month-on-month inflation. Food was in fact a major driver
of the quickening in price gains on an annual basis. Vegetable prices surged from October, logging 7.4%
month-on-month inflation. Also, the Union government’s belated and marginal reduction in excise duty
on petrol and diesel, which was followed by cuts in local value added taxes by many States, barely slowed
the pace of inflation in the transport and communication category: the rate eased 88 basis points from
10.90% in October, to 10.02% in November. Clothing and footwear, housing, health, education and
recreation were among the other key product and service categories that contributed to the sequential
trend in price gains underlining the fact that inflation excluding food and fuel, otherwise known as core
inflation, remains disconcertingly sticky and elevated at around 6%.

Nor does the data on wholesale prices provide any reason for cheer, with provisional inflation based on
the wholesale price index racing to a record 14.2% in November, from October’s 12.5%. The fuel and
power sub index surged 39.8% year-on-year, and all three major groups comprising the WPI posted
sequential accelerations as well. Persistently high and climbing wholesale prices of basic metals,
chemicals and chemical products, and textiles among manufactured products have the potential to feed
through down-the-line to retail prices and add to inflationary pressure for consumers. While
manufacturers in some sectors may opt to absorb rising input costs, at least in the short term till demand
gets more entrenched, the signs including from automobile makers are far from reassuring. The tariff
increases announced by telecom service providers last month are also expected to feed through into
retail inflation in December and international semiconductor shortages and logistics bottlenecks are
roiling the outlook for prices of electronics and other products reliant on global supply chains. With the
rupee continuing to weaken against the U.S. dollar, policymakers also face the challenge of contending
with imported inflation including the landed cost of crude oil shipments. The onus is clearly on the Centre
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to deepen the fuel tax cuts and address other supply-side issues to prevent inflation from hurting the
recovery.

Date:15-12-21

Needed: repeal of AFSPA, not regret

There have been scores of civilian killings in the Northeast since the AFSPA came into
force

Udayon Misra, [A writer, professor and former National Fellow of Indian Institute of Advanced
Study, Shimla ]

The demand for the repeal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act of 1958 (AFSPA) is gathering
momentum throughout the Northeast. Massive rallies are being held against the law in Nagaland. The
Chief Minister and his Cabinet have backed the demand and Meghalaya’s Chief Minister has also joined in.
In Assam, large rallies are being held by student organisations against the Act.

The Centre has tried to convey the impression that the Mon incident of December 4, which claimed the
lives of 14 civilians, was a “mistake” because of intelligence failure. But the Union Home Minister tried to
justify the Army’s action by saying that the firing was resorted to only when the vehicle under question
refused to stop at a signal and tried to flee.

The people of the Tiru and Oting villages of Tizit subdivision of Mon district are used to checks carried
out by the security forces. One of the survivors of the shooting has said that the Army personnel began
firing without any signal whatsoever, in daylight. The FIR filed by the Nagaland Police against the 21 Para
Special Forces involved in the firing states that the security forces did not “make requisition to police
station to provide police guide for the operation” and that they “blankly opened fire at the vehicle without
any provocation”. The Army’s statement that its operation had been carried out on the basis of “credible
intelligence of the likely movement of insurgents” only shows once again how vulnerable the civilian
population is in areas under the AFSPA.

Pattern of civilian Killings

The Mon incident cannot be seen as an exception or a mistake because it fits into a general pattern of
civilian killings that have been taking place ever since the AFSPA was first invoked in the then Naga Hills
district of Assam in 1958. This particular incident came to light only because of the quick intervention of
the villagers. Moreover, it took place when the situation in Nagaland was largely peaceful and the State
was celebrating the annual Hornbill Festival. It would perhaps have been a different picture had these
killings taken place while an Army operation was in progress in the area.

Nagaland has seen numerous cases of civilian killings by the security forces which have gone unpunished
because of the AFSPA. In his book Nagaland and India: The Blood and the Tears, Kaka Iralu documents
the extra-judicial killings and the suffering of the common people under the draconian provisions of the
AFSPA which gives total immunity to the security forces for their actions.
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There have been scores of civilian killings in the region over the last several decades since the AFSPA
came into force. In the long list of the roll call of the dead, some incidents stand out in memory. In 1995,
nine innocent civilians were killed by Central Reserve Police Force personnel in front of the RIMS
hospital in Imphal. In 2000, 10 civilians were gunned down by the 8th Assam Rifles at Malom Leikai
following a blast at Imphal’s Tulihal Airport. It was this incident that triggered the famous 16-year fast by
Irom Sharmila for the repeal of the AFSPA. The Manipur High Court later declared those killed as
innocent and announced compensation for their families. One also cannot forget how in 2004, a group of
women launched a nude protest in front of the Assam Rifles Headquarters at Kangla Fort, Imphal, after
Thangjam Manorama was allegedly tortured, raped and brutally killed by security personnel. This was
followed by several months of continuous protest by the people of Manipur eventually forcing then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh to visit Imphal and assure the people that he “sympathised with the legitimate
aspirations of the people regarding the Act” and would replace it with a “more humane law” which would
“take into account” the legitimate aspirations of the people and national security concerns. Herein lay the
catch. Though Dr. Singh’s assurance was followed by the setting up of the Justice Jeevan Reddy
Committee, which recommended the repeal of the AFSPA, finally, national security concerns made the
Commission’s recommendations infructuous and the AFSPA continued as it was.

In 2016, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of Justices Madan B. Lokur and U.U. Lalit passed a
historic judgment on a plea by hundreds of families in Manipur for a probe by a Special Investigation
Team into 1,528 cases of alleged fake encounters involving the Army and the police between 1979 and
2012. The Court held that “there is no concept of absolute immunity from trial by a criminal court.”

Assam, which has been under the AFSPA since November 1990, has had its own share of killings by the
security forces since the days the United Liberation Front of Asom insurgency began in the early 1990s.
Gunning down young men in “encounters” became so common that Army dispatches on these incidents
appeared to be carbon copies of one another. Such killings have been documented by organisations such
as the Manav Adhikar Suraksha Samiti.

The many who go scot-free

However, at least in one case, because of the dogged perseverance of former legislator and present Assam
Jatiya Parishad leader Jagadish Bhuyan and some activists of the All Assam Students’ Union, the security
personnel involved in the cold-blooded murder in February 1994 of five young men of the Talap area of
Tinsukia district were finally court-martialled. In that incident, nine youths were picked up by the Army
on the suspicion that they were involved in the killing of the general manager of the Assam Frontier Tea
Limited, Rameshwar Singh, at his Talap office. Following a habeas corpus petition at the Gauhati High
Court, the Army handed over five bodies to the Dhola police while freeing the other four. As usual, the
deaths were attributed to an encounter, while the police claimed them as killings. Finally, after the
Gauhati High Court ordered a Central Bureau of Investigation inquiry, which indicted the Army personnel
of murder of the five youths, the Army was forced to order a court martial in July 2018. Seven Army
personnel, including a Major General, were dismissed and sentenced to life imprisonment. This is just one
case where the protective cover given by the AFSPA wasn’t enough to hide the murders committed by the
security forces. However, hundreds of extra-judicial killings under the AFSPA have gone unpunished
throughout the State.

For decades now, the people of the Northeast have been living under the shadow of a draconian law
which makes a travesty of the rights of the citizen guaranteed by the Constitution. The Centre has
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expressed its regret over a botched operation. A mere regret is not enough. What is needed is an
immediate repeal of the AFSPA.
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