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Defining Democracy

Biden’s summit is a good context for democracies to remind themselves what the
system means

TOI Editorials

The most notable commentary on the expansive ‘Summit for Democracy’ hosted by President Joe Biden
last week came from a country that emphatically did not get room in it and that was also its raison d’etre.
China claimed it does a better job of reflecting “the people’s will” and attacked the US dismissal of “forms
of democracy” different from its own as itself undemocratic. Once these would have been jaw-dropping
fringe claims. That we debate them somberly today underlines both how dramatically the Chinese
Communist Party has broken democracy’s sway over economic progress, and why Biden calls the
renewal of democracy “the defining challenge of our time”.

Of course the 100-plus countries that participated in his effort to build a wide-ranging alliance against
autocracies, were by no means an even or predictable mix. Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka for example
didn’t get an invite while Pakistan did - and stayed away. Questions about such selection are no less
perturbing than how the US recently left Afghan democracy’s forces crushed under Taliban’s brute
wheels. If this year has seen democracy in painful retreat from Afghanistan to Hong Kong and Myanmar,
this has not been “the people’s will” but helplessness of forces for good.

If democracy proved to be the most powerful political idea of the 20th century it was because of how
countless people stood up for it. Demos, the people, must be alert to what it means. Its outward
appearance through elections must be undergirded by individual liberties, freedom of expression,
spirited civil society, checks and balances of power, transparency and accountability of government,
independent institutions, rule of law ... the list is long and complex. Team Democracy is thus always a mix
of hope and self-criticism. The summit emphasised it continues to be the most wide form of government.
But democracies must also always be alive to what democracy really means.
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Freedom and power: On Biden's Summit for Democracy
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Elected leaders must keep their promises of freedom and equality for their people
Editorial

Since his election campaign last year, U.S. President Joseph Biden had promised to hold a “Summit for
Democracy” in order to highlight the worrying trends around the world of growing authoritarianism, and
to bolster democratic institutions that appear to be faltering. While the concerns are genuine, and Mr.
Biden'’s successful delivery of his promise last week, with a summit that saw 110 nations invited must be
credited, it has also thrown up troubling questions. The State Department’s decision to “arbitrarily place”
restrictions on the invitee list, has led to a controversy. In South Asia, the inclusion of Pakistan, along with
India and Nepal, but the exclusion of Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri Lanka raises serious doubts on the
criteria applied. And, if the “quality of democracy” and the importance of human rights were the criteria,
then the question is which country is qualified to make that value-based judgment? Expectedly, the
Summit was roundly criticised for the most notable exclusions: Russia and China. In a joint editorial, the
Russian and Chinese Ambassadors to the U.S. claimed their own states are democratic in practice, and
criticised the U.S.’s experiments in regime change and “democratic transformations” in Iraq, Libya and
Afghanistan. That the summit was organised in a year when newest democratic entrants, Afghanistan and
Myanmar, reverted to autocratic regimes that rule by the power of the gun casts doubts on the efficacy of
the international system in enforcing democracy through external interventions.

Apart from a more inclusive guest list, as a result, the summit would have done better to begin with a
globally accepted definition for democracy, and a common understanding of the challenges. The Biden
administration committed to announcing specific targets on helping free media, ensuring free and fair
elections, and the participation of women, and listed authoritarianism, corruption and human rights
violations as key challenges. Prime Minister Narendra Modi referred to the principles of “inclusion,
transparency, human dignity, responsive grievance redressal and decentralisation of power” as key to
Indian democracy. Many accused big tech companies and social media of “digital authoritarianism”, and
some spoke of the devastating impact of COVID-19, climate change and rising economic inequality as
major stumbling blocks. Few, however, were willing to concede the shortcomings in their own
democracies, however, especially the rise in hyper-nationalism, xenophobia and majoritarianism that
saps the very essence of representational, pluralistic and inclusive governance today. Democracy, like
charity, begins at home, and rather than making international pledges at summit-level conferences,
elected leaders must keep their promises of freedom and equality for the people or “demos” that make up
their nations.
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The dream of being a chip hub

Many factors need to come together for India to make a mark in the niche chip
industry

Appaji Reddem

2



&/

ME www.afeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (13-Dec-21)

India is aiming to manufacture silicon
semiconductor chips. It has intensified efforts to set
up a semiconductor fabrication plant with the help
of Taiwan, the market leader, for which the
government is investing over $7.5 billion. The Tata
Group is in talks with three States — Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Karnataka — to invest over $300
million to set up a semiconductor manufacturing
facility.

ANDHRA PRADESH Meanwhile, there are several techies working in
silicon fab and chip-making companies across the
globe, notably IIT alumni from Andhra Pradesh,
who want to revive the five-year old initiative of
bringing the industry to A.P.,, according to a
Mumbai-based venture capitalist. With the Centre
moving fast in the direction, the Telugu NRIs see an opportunity in becoming a part of the initiative. At a
recent meeting in Visakhapatnam, a Telugu NRI association mentioned that the chip-making industry will

be the new focus in development.

The idea of setting up a fab and related industries in A.P. dates back to 2014, when NASSCOM wanted to
promote a National Technology Corridor along coastal A.P. stretching through the Visakhapatnam,
Rajahmundry and Vijayawada region. Given the abundance of water, sand (raw material for making
silicon ingots), road, rail, ports and airport connectivity, the industry body wanted to push and promote
the design and manufacturing of electronic chips. Besides, several techies from the region, who are
working in chip making industries across the world, want to be part of the fab and chip ecosystem,
according to NASSCOM. A team led by the then NASSCOM vice-president, Rajiv Vaishnav, went on an
intensive tour meeting stakeholders and exploring possibilities to push the idea and promote niche
design and electronic chip manufacturing.

While welcoming such moves by the government and technology experts, local players in the segment
say that chip making itself will not be enough. Other aspects such as designing and Intellectual Property
are required to make a mark.

An alumnus of IIT-Madras and the CEO of the Andhra Pradesh-based Efftronics, D. Ramakrishna, says,
“There are several IIT alumnus virtual groups collaborating to make chip-making a reality in India but it’s
a long road ahead. Designing is what brings value to the chips. If the Intellectual Property lies with the
foreign entity, we end up manufacturing the basic material which does not serve the purpose. Rather, we
need an ecosystem to promote SoCs (System on a Chip) which makes more sense.” There are several
firms in India which are now making SoCs, which is a good sign.

The bigger challenge and immediate need for the Indian government is to connect related industries in
India to create the ecosystem, industry players say. National capability needs to be enhanced, according
to B. Gopi, CTO of the Visakhapatnam-based embedded systems design firm, Sankhya Technologies. “Ours
is one among several firms connected to the fab and semiconductor industry. The government should
help promote the supply and value chains. Nothing is impossible if things are moved in the right
direction. It’s the industry of a high value addition,” he says.
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The initiative is an uphill task as many factors need to come together for India to make a mark in the
niche chip making and designing industry. Also, upcoming firms should be able to sustain themselves in
the market when subsidies from the government are withdrawn. The ground is ready. It's a matter of
time before these firms become part of the global ecosystem.
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A T "Ee-Ug ol X AT T dfdheT 916 # SEHT A EXY gl GRS Y T ar| wle
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PIS ATl ATl Tgol Slelohid 3eH JNisdl of ¥ Uieaar fordr off| ofthaT 31sT off I8 Tater 7 @G 9 &
a9 @sT &, sSfed AT 3R N e & 1 &1 ‘Tos SosFafady RO el [@Rg 3@dEear RaE &
Hlidsh, R 37 et 7 Teh 8, gl 3idien fawaar ar IRl de@ S7rer &1 g g1 F8i & 10 yioerd
3HRT & HIATAT HHATS S N Fel HAS &1 57 BT BEAT &1 g o A% IR & woh Hrady @m0
&1 22 yfaerd FAE W FfAS §, Safd T H 3medr e Ager 13 gfaud A W AR BT B
3oT sl &l AR g TAST & T Ig T T g foh 3R 3T #ALT #H 42,000 39T AT g, ar
g ¢ &7 80 HIHET MEET 3 =i g1 3R, 72,000 T A& FAG arer dF 10 FEy & st &7 £

IS HIY =AQ, AT ST 3iehst H YT SET6 S@HT GA & Fhd ¢, o1 O 580 T & BEAGR oo Hehod &
o N N-TE & Fea7 T Tolg FAT §27 9 3T 9IRT F 9T, 37 gad ¢ & JaF 3HHAT 10 ey
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AR & 91 aleld 3R FAS & HAT 3T BEAT AT ASET & &1 T Afaar AR @t are fr Agaa &
Ig REAT gca 80 & &rrh H 35 ¥ 40 ey & i 3maml fhad 37 I fr R gard § & I8
3iehgT O Sget 57 BIEET & FW ST gH &1 UM & AHS A a6 s 3R o At €1 g f Fel
U & Toh e BEar % T Bredl 3ERT & 9 SAT 81 g g, SAaih 10 Ui e & o e
64 GIEEr TUR &1 = A1 el T F 9 Fo T BT TR §1 AT IR, A W TH F T A
66,000 ¥TY & ITEIE H IHA I &1 TgT g A FA NS R 9w Al HT IRAR g3, A T a4
IAT g1 ST, Fifeh Ig RUIE wraeprol aierar 1 g1 [@ered gl

g U e TAT &1 PRIGT H AT FAS W o 931 ¥ AR wufr W oo qft gferar A ol iy A
e &1 T 38 TRmae & 3mear REar 3R get 3R 3mer e &t F REY war g1 e, REe HA
& oA @ 7 g8 ¥ 3R qul WX FHeA W FA IR IS Gl W ST @S ugn & I@AGAA RaAe
& A, s fHFAGR! qTT §T ¥ 0T F GRor-qd TRIAT W A §, 3R 36 o gew Samer aRd
| 5 3 & F ART F el fr A F e oo TRae IS §| ged Ig & & TF 2020 & 3Michsr
# ¥ R ARA #1 FET Felerehy S@m e, o G@dr & fo aehy gforar & &y & 3melr 3nerdr & swarg
H ol W Tl g8 ¥ RA A S FRrEe 3 R, 3 #1 IR ¥ 6 o gferar & A iy el smerdy
1 TS o AR PR g3 Rl &

ST &, 3R 3R 3R & @ & 3R e 3R 91 nfie e RO & oww 3 v el &
g & d1g & 3aNET 3R e gur @ Afaat @ SEAer A €1 3dw ween ¢ % Sier v &
T IR T B A S AR T I FREr g, A AR e w3
IS Tgd FH G| FH Fole F IS TeA gl o gF, o< IR §¢ W &

SHHT FHREC Hd g1 Feohll &2 ST Ial ol TES A ey R AR ey Taeey giauw @, asf 9
39T IRNET F ST I FICaT ATID ol Uld gl Afhe] TP folT THRT & 918 sToriFd o g amfee
3R Aar o) 50 RUIE A v R T @ 3 § R Nod g0 avf & &8 3w o 3R g e, Afes
3Tl TXAN INT gidr S| 3R o & al THRI & 1T HIe-Hie @il &r g, Il ary auia s
Tl & &1 PRIAT Hehe o T§ oRIo], 3N ST &N, ST FIHRT & 39l Hebel ERe] 3cUIG (SHSIdN) &1 10 &
20 wfaerd d& For 3R 31 foar Ig For off 3egla el &7 & o e gt & 3ni a6 WaR
F g i o § 3R 9 @ o W E AP Al F 3R Aeres Yo F R@e HE I8 W 3T
@ g el W 8, 987 SAET et T 5o WXhRT & Ty H vl IAT I§ ST, Fgell ARl &7

FATS H TS AR IR W & N & & T AT Hr BRI F1 3wst o 39T & T g
glefifeh, gTel &1 7 HRA T Il A AR Hr BFEAGRT G &M 3HihsT IR g1 HIR HAS & AHAS A
Afgem3it & grar % 18 wfderd BEar & oerar g1 grenifsh, 1990 & 10 BrEdl & HPed 58 A W AR
H $o GUR g3 &, Al gferan & A ¥ gH % 3RS 2 A & 9ER @ U §, SfEl Tg 3wt IS
8 15 gfaerd 81 e &I Sls a1t TRIAT &1 3ad o 21 gfderd g, Siafeh gfaar &1 3ferst 35 yfaerd|
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3ARAT RAE giaar & Sa-A= IJFE AaR R aXd &1 380 o) R & gedaar fodr &, Ager
fastar 3rderEl AT aefell 3R TR qWell | 3T el § fob ORI & Aifadl o w3 R-aued
W oI FET A, 3R 3 Afaat o & 37 Jorene o1 fGIr &1 I8 RUiE e IR iR 9% adr § &
38 GURA & AT a3 Aifderd deara 1 S gl S 39 o1 $T & fb 5@ RO & eas 4§ ver
ST, 8A foU 91T Ferdl W 3HA Fel & ald AT SMT| Ig HI Sedl HA1 &Y gl 3T Ggel
gfarar & 3nfde 3R g@dl dred o T B T & Ul & gl Higd & ST o 3HY HebEer Hell &
3EHT g A1
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