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From Russia, With What?

Beyond defence, Delhi-Moscow relations are subject to each nation’s diverging
strategic interests

Indrani.Bagchi

The very fact that Russian President
Vladimir Putin arrived in India for an in-
person summit was the most important
takeaway from his six hours in New Delhi
on Monday. Putin hasn’t stepped out of
Russia during the pandemic, except to
meet Joe Biden in Geneva. But Putin’s
visits here have been getting shorter, not
longer. What's the story?

The summit produced a truckload of 28
agreements and a 99-point joint
statement, enough to bury the most
determined sceptic. A 10-year
militarytechnical cooperation is a
rollover of the one being signed since
1994. India will be manufacturing the AK
203 assault rifle here and S-400
deliveries have started. Fossil fuel imports from Russia, including coking coal for India’s steel industry,
investments by Vostok Oil have been renewed and broadened. Connectivity, the most important being
the Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime Corridor, was discussed, not yet actioned. The two sides flogged the
INSTC and Chabahar Port for the nth time, a corridor that is yet to hear the trundle of container trucks.

The overwhelming number of government bodies and PSUs involved in these bilateral agreements told
their own story. The India-Russia relationship remains primarily a state-led one with only a few old-
economy private players rattling around.

There is zero connect on the new-economy front - no fintech, no renewable energy, no telecom, none of
the sectors that define India today. India offered 13 sectors under PLI to Russian companies, but as
Dmitri Trenin of Carnegie observed, “With America and China - despite the bad political relationship
with the latter - India, a fast-rising economy, trades to the tune of $100 billion each, while commerce
with Russia still languishes around a mere $10 billion.”

Much more significant was what was left out.
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First, the reciprocal logistics agreement, RELOS, has been “put off ”, which makes sense. India cannot
possibly have logistics sharing pacts with the Quad countries and Russia simultaneously; they’re not
compatible.

Second, the brewing crisis in Ukraine was not referred to publicly by India, though foreign secretary
Harsh Shringla told journalists the Russian side briefed Indians on the military situation there.
Interestingly, the Putin-Modi summit came a day before a virtual summit between Putin and Biden on
Ukraine.

India did not raise the Belarus-Poland border crisis, which is a growing embarrassment for Russia.
Europeans accuse Russia of creating a migrant crisis, and Putin’s policy has few takers within either
Russia or Belarus.

India’s sensitivity to Russian sensitivities was not reciprocated. Using intemperate language, the Russian
foreign minister used the India platform to lash out at the US, Australia, Quad and Indo-Pacific etc. There
is declining appreciation in the Russian system about India’s security interests, or its economic and
foreign policy stakes. Indians have gone the extra length to explain - and their view is that if Russia does
not agree, they can keep quiet, out of respect for India.

So why did Putin come here?

The S-400 is a big deal for Russia. Not merely in defence and economic terms. Moscow uses it to keep
India by its side and thumb its nose at America. Notice Lavrov’s words in India about S-400 - “We
witnessed attempts on the part of the United States to undermine this cooperation and make India obey
American orders.”

India has already clarified its position to the US, so it did not need Russia’s endorsement here. Russia was
doing some egregious bit of surrogate advertising for China, by trashing the Quad and Indo-Pacific. What
Russians don’t get is every time they do this, they lose one more supporter in the Indian establishment.

Third, Putin is not particularly welcome in many parts of the world today, beyond China. Not Europe, US
or Japan or Australia. India, in fact, is the most welcoming to Russia among America’s close partners
anywhere in the world.

Having supported Taliban so they could get the US out of Afghanistan, Russia faces the same dilemma as
Iran and China - how do they handle an evidently terrorist organisation in charge of a state? Taliban’s
victory has shaken Central Asian states, whose greatest enemy is radical Islam. They see their primary
benefactor, Russia, hobnobbing with jihadis. It was not for nothing that all their NSAs showed up for the
Delhi Regional Security Dialogue. It was also not a coincidence that Russia’s own NSA, Nikolai Patrushev,
came here twice.

As Taliban took Kabul, Russia became part of a new axis with Pakistan, China, Iran and Turkey,
presenting a serious security challenge to India.

So, there are growing divergences. India is outgrowing the relationship. So is Russia. But India continues
to believe that holding Russia close has some pluses - it keeps Russia on a more sensible path on issues
like Afghanistan, and to the extent possible, India provides that wedge preventing Russia from falling
wholesale into the Chinese basket.
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The India-Russia relationship is not what was - because it can’t and shouldn’t be.

r Y A 1 ] 1 r AT
Iie Economic TivEs
Enough of Tweaking, Review AFSPA

ET Editorials

The brutal and utterly pointless
killing of eight Indian citizens in
Nagaland on Saturday by members
of the Indian armed forces —
leading to the subsequent deaths of
seven more, including a jawan — is
an urgent pointer to what happens
when intent by law does not
translate into action on the ground.
In 2016, the Supreme Court ruled
that the armed forces cannot, under
Section 6 of the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA),
1958, be immune to the use of force

‘even to the extent of causing death’.

And, yet, as Justice Madan Lokur noted in 2021, more than three years after directing the CBI to
investigate 1,528 alleged ‘encounter Kkillings’ by the army and police in Manipur during 2000-12, ‘Nothing
has happened.” This de facto lack of accountability has led to what happened in Nagaland. It is time to
stop vacillating and review AFSPA. AFSPA’s intent has been to bring order to ‘disturbed’ areas defined by
the Disturbed Areas (Special Courts) Act, 1976, a law modelled on the Armed Forces (Special Powers)
Ordinance, 1942, brought about by the British to tackle the Quit India movement. The legal protection
offered by AFSPA to do ‘whatever is required’, however, has led, on too many occasions, to forces being
trigger-happy without consequence. Why was a contingent of miners in a vehicle believed to be armed
and dangerous? Why were they not first searched?

These questions won’t be asked with any seriousness because AFSPA allows them to be brushed under
the carpet. Which is why instead of engaging in any more confabulations on how to make AFSPA safe,
review AFSPA once and for all. It does not strengthen the state, but as a law trotted out as an excuse, it
weakens it, at a terrible cost to its own innocent citizens, and to its legitimacy.
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A robust friendship

India and Russia have to navigate a complex geopolitical landscape while deepening
ties

Editorial

Russian President Vladimir Putin has concluded a short summit meeting with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi, highlighting the “all-weather” partnership between the two countries despite trying
global circumstances. Not only does the President’s visit come as the world faces the grim prospect of the
Omicron variant of the COVID-19 pandemic, but it also follows years of growing proximity between New
Delhi and Washington, a potential irritant to Moscow. Simultaneously, the China factor has been steadily
pulling the India-Russia bilateral tango in all the wrong directions. While Russia relies on cordial ties with
China to stabilise its interests in an unstable Afghanistan post the U.S.’s exit, New Delhi and Beijing have
scarcely seen eye-to-eye on border tensions and geo-political rivalry across the Asia region.
Notwithstanding these reasons for possible strategic dissonance, India and Russia reaffirmed the
strength of their abiding deep, multi-decade ties, building further confidence in each other through
substantive defence agreements. Moscow has agreed on a 10-year military-technical plan that includes
technology transfer to India. And trade received a fillip through an agreement for India to produce more
than 600,000 Kalashnikov assault rifles. For India’s part, despite resistance from Washington through its
Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, New Delhi will proceed with purchasing the S-
400 missile defence system from Moscow.

The challenges facing Mr. Modi and Mr. Putin in terms of maintaining this momentum in bilateral
exchanges are multidimensional. First, and most imminently, the pandemic has periodically crippled the
growth of both economies and the threats to public health remain despite considerable progress with
vaccinations. Second, Russia-U.S. ties are showing signs of fraying yet again, this time over U.S. President
Joe Biden’s intention, reportedly, to warn Mr. Putin that Russia will face “economy-jarring sanctions” if it
seeks to occupy Ukraine, a fear that has grown in the U.S. as Russian troops massed near the Ukraine
border. India has so far held firm to its mantra of ‘strategic autonomy’ in a multipolar world, but South
Block will have to work hard to manage the tightrope act between Moscow and Washington. Third, India
and China have forged an uneasy truce across their Himalayan border in the aftermath of the Galwan
valley exchange in 2020, yet there are numerous potential flashpoints that could send ties into a spiral
again, including China’s historically provocative actions in the South China Sea and its thinly veiled
insecurity about India joining the Quad for Indo-Pacific security. Moscow has adroitly managed to remain
friends with both its mega-neighbours, but it will require a robust focus on confidence-boosting
cooperative initiatives if India and Russia are to safely navigate the complex geopolitical landscape that
they occupy.
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3. dguaT afes, ( ARAT fader Ny aRwg F 3rexer )

T % Tegafd e R it 50 gord IR 3T, Ig 30« 319 3 97 919 &1 UH O T§ PRIAT AGEARY
& &R &l gaw, 3ARE & Oy SR oo & avf @ 9Ra 1 afdsear sed Feaa g 75 &1 e,
Tehel o WY T T IEY oA1d TA1 G & =T, el & WY AR F eAic-faare 3nh 1962 F 9 TIH
ST ST WX 8, offehel &H-2IeT HEY el HieIsS g1 91T g1 3o HATaRIEl & Sraslg celliadAR il #T Ig
HIRT-ITT ARRATSET Toefad & gddeTsh & fov 3y dAgca w@dr B

A T A gfae B I8 HRA AT Ie-fARYETAT & UsheH 3 g Ie-fRvetar & R A g SR gHSw
ST or {6 3R 3R Afegd du & @y dEd g & 2w HAW gl s W IEn  gE
FAERITFA-IET F SR T gl §AI0 W | R, BE 3R FaNEATTT S 2t & A3 78S, ATMER, ARl
A FE I A1 e, AfeT ol 20-25 a9 # IHARTIT Wskhfad & o/ # Afdis IRad= g3m &l s
TS Igel Glell AGIIfad et ¥ 37T @l aed &, 3o I[C-RUET Fgl ST AT ofdhed 3@ ST T5C Gl
FERITFAAl ¥ fAehear ol @ U6 8, 30¢ 6H JC-AUeT T &g Hehd ¢l ST # 30¢ ACH-UASS
T SITE A §H Hecl-Uass Y g Fhd ol

TE-ANEY gl 1 I FE AT § % 9N 36 I 3@ ¢ F AMAS goA e gl MNa-Yeyu & AW H
JEaTSl 3Tetehel AT 8 o781 g1 Y o 3R & geid §PR 3R afRas REr & e gades asel &
Test @S fh § 3R T T AT o T &N Feel & TRT A9H A S3 gU 1 AR A Tsdu A1
TarasT Hrel, Jel, el I aRAT Yo H R A &1 SHAT ART-SY TS A T Al dRE & ISTeA AT
HIToel AT §| a8 ARG & The- Fars’ # o aiffier § 3 &7 T DA & AUS FehT Haroe
9¢ WeTT g1 38 # FHel Y SeiE wH-greey H AfT Fedr g

sfaT gfder & 3@ WRa-arn f FHer o ar AR a & § 3 a & D 1 g7, w6 [y 7 w4l
qRT & Tg T Fg &A1 F 3@ANFT A8 I8ar a7 F 9IRT &7 ¥ t9-400 W3R B3Hhg RAred @i
IANFT & 38 IfAeY F HRA o 78T AT AR ST & AT 381 3T IET & GRIT & & AT Teh ARG
gasiar o e §, f9as ded gl &2 A o8 oI & ot SI1eT UH-203 TIHel §a0a| TH-400 TR
f5he feeH &1 d\d 5.4 [fowa sier § 3R 39 3o gal # & ¥ ORA ag@a & gafsoid
AT & A &IN| ASWHell & FHATOT T HRA 5100 RIS TIT T HIM
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T faeer #N oradia 3R wiEsh gifs Aise] A R & @ HA Uiy &g 3N fady wA Srmee @ o
der Fag faarl oeld & a1 Hed 33U Udh IR 1 3N qET IAREH Fars @ e
HBIMTAEAH & Falel T A 3R qfaat & 39l Afaat i @At 7 by gAeTar w81 St & Aansit o
aIfoeTe AET & GaEATARY d9 FT FASST fRaT, 3dedle & Tl &1 #ART fT 3R 3w SFoIar
HAce I ST W SR AT 3HnfaEdeT & ATHS H ARG fT AIfd FIAT JhT Ixd W g1 3@ 3k
H HT DI FRAEAT F FEAA Tl & FO d FO BEH FOT AN I & el AR & Ui qoed
HBAGAT o Hd H 3R 1 AE g1 FH YIAT-AHT & SR AR Bl dl HBaeA HAHG & aR H HS
YT TEel Y& L TRl UT|

ST doh 3ARET ‘Fars’ FT gard &, & fagy df F 3T A 6T 06 39 W gqaT S fRam| 3egie
oo & & IC aa I IR TadT| GEY Asal H AT fAGY HA A 5H Hod W e fadw
N & T A TR BT 398 T F Re-oRid &7 & AR aa i HIRer i o7 W@ SR gAR
T #7 ToerafiE o g9 76 | 3w 9 @ A for S sl god A 3w AR,
§AR U1 H YR AAeor, gt &1 fawar 3R 2020 H aiEEt @ gAN I @A wofeer
3R T ITHABAT & FROT Fg AT 3c9e=1 g5 g1 Iy T fager 77 o AR v efor didhr @
HRART 6T 7 & ARG & dT oIS arel diel T T @i &l

39 HRA-IT & eI alt &R & o1 28 FASA gV &1 Rd 3R T & g gforen @wgila 3R @i
oo 78 gudl @ g W &1 Magey & e # wfereder a1 3mRer i el sre-eeT aer Ferar af
H e Wwar Of Jefh oRd df &9 & F98 997 9 RS TIGR @ ¢l 39 ff a@Akes @l 7 [_fgerar
3 S % Sase AR & oI 60 TR 3T-e 6T & 7T & & 81 39 HRA 3R &, el o geoT
e T & b T Foll, AGI-AgX AT, Tie, T, HIal-3cGah, Sglol-iaAmor e =7 J afea agamr
|

2020 # HRA-®H WIR 9.31 faferger sier Tl Siafh DNA-F0 SAUR 3HF 8 AT & SFrel gl Sefaly
2021 & ST 2021 T Ig 5.23 faforet SieR @71 WRA- IR o S I Trer 81 Tg b & o &
39l gRAAR 99 AT 3T 39 § o HcTd eEA & dase Yide 8% 6 6 % v g #Rd &5 "
3T AfrT A 3R gfae F AT o1 fF IR AR ge & T 7 R st Rl et F Fer @
fF I 3mTer 4-5 AT 7 39T saR 30 Wfema 3 g 50 Sfoma srder a& See fr Fifrer HEE
Ig AAA T FhA gEN SEfeh HRA @ TH Toh -3 HT Yol-AET ForoT gl ST,  Tiehedle,
IHIMTAEATT 3R AL TRIAT & gray ToraT & TT-A6T 3R doas § colificasdie deh STol-HATT & 3Teled
A & folT &7 AR AR H ITacR e 3R M@ FHeaiiiad T HERT ofel g AR THR ¢ ol JoF
AR TSI TS @ Th gF A TR GfEror AR 7ed R & Fedror & ARt @i dadr 81 31 Usel A
el 375l GTehfcieh HUCT ol Clgel AT FRUST AT USRI T Folol HRA IR §F AR T Tohd &
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Redt & AT
HUTGhIT

T Isgufd cenfedR gfaer r arem Ra JmEm & &l Al & Rl Reat 1 3R Al @l g1 gfder &
Y gl & TEHAT AR T o 30 3R YT AR FHSEIAT § HAThId I $H Hellpld H &,
SR, 3T G 837 H TEANT &l o F5 eH FASdl W gEareR U 7| grefifh ARA T8l & &4
¥ TH-400 fAESS Juel @lg AR Th-203 USHe &l & U oS8 Iod & ghT g, R giaal & 56
T 3 F aN B AT H WA gU N 0ENTT TT fr g, S fR agd Agea (ol g1 gTelifh ¥ & @y
AR & & 6T TS AT AL §, 95 T § I 3 & IUHOT FASAT 3T T ¢ grelifeh fiT & Fo awf
A 3R, B 3R s ¥ o Fo W HiS g AT aoip ¥ & § 3uHOn & @l F4 g a5 &, |
39 fAEEe gomel e 3R AHcATYfAed TShel ORI & & a0 T Jdd Ao ST & e e @ gt
Rl & o &t Hlal & AF # dga’ Red o1 A0 | grefifeh AR Y& F caa qeArar I T Ar 6
HRA fAASe guTell & ¥ 7 @G, IR ART o 3TH ¢ald el AT dg HAS JoTell Sfedl HARA
ggece arel gl

36T dlet & 3romar FeT 3N AUR & &a4F F HRa & TGl & g @ off 9 & 9 wone & ® Red
9ga Fgcaqyl &1 A7 3R IARE W aRa f AIRAT Foar sRHG T g FR| ¥ AR HRT Tgd
Wel A7 § 3R X ¢ aod # &F ARA & A AT 8, S & qfded & @Y Hellehld & Tord TUHAAT
A Jeo@ & fhar T fFg Re FIfas & TAT & o AR A &1l A 3R 3ARST Graraer Afaar
W Telel dTel 42T &1 AU 306 &F & Y HRA HI S Fal Teohdl WG ¢| FaraATidess & Jider & 56
AT W G Al A HT AR oIl §S AN SHHA IoTe el T Wi AL, g Tge o &l grenifh de
AR ®F F F9Y gH §, T M 3 A H el & §IF Jelredelt Feit @elr 81 o R 7 et wen-
T # U5 TG a1 ST Aed| R AT & @Y A W ARG F S deaqel Red ®d §, 389 o 7%
TG AT HRA I AR A&l ST TR

o $o At 7 3ARFT & Ty AR & G TG §U &, FS AFCH H FARGT A dRd H doll & sl
FIIIEIT W AT 8 FAT §, AR TF & TT 396 doaqul Red & 1 §, Ao ag 7 aear e
R 39 | A R o8 & T & 1T T9Y FaC I | I8 I8l ¢ & AR, For AR aaARs Aat
H AT 30 W AW @ AN AR A 3HA I§ GG o A A U g @ 37 Hicellideh gid Well gl
T ¥ Red #AGgd A f T safav off off & ywanfaeds # 38 3oeh 3ufEufa samw w@eh g1
el A REaRaE At & off gad gl ffeeh, F0ifw ag o shonfaears # 3we Y5 =T g Rl
T & AY Fg adl Tgad Ucg A o #RA &1 [T Ay Fel| o @6 aRa & v, afeh &6 &
fow off gfder &1 I8 amm emererde A glef|
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gfdel A ©F 8¢ & fAU ool MU IR HRA-& HT el FI AR FAofqd R AT gt At F A
wm,mﬁﬁwzwmﬁgu%ﬂmuﬁwsﬂﬁmwﬁ%lwmmgﬁﬂﬁm
HT S Trehe, AR TGN EIT S IAAT TN JeTah alg AEr o o aelt H Qe e AR
faea Alser @gr 3R e qEy i dea Fgg it g Hr aE Hl QAT Geif A @ FgAeT g aiel AR
Jeret &1 FASAT fRar 3 20 @@ e Ao f Yfd & fAT o v Wi w1 wHSar fRAr g1 e
FEART e & a6 Yfde BT Tg A q@El faSw AT g1 ®F @ § W TE-400 TAASE & Yol
INYFT @ ARAT el T 3MEYfAeh Tellad S G # Ueh 3HgH heH Al S T &1 glefifeh 36 9 3ARA
fdett T JAT HSU T 81 oAfche] HRA I SHDI WAlg wAgT il AT Fhifeh R Ueh HWY & &1 el
oRll o AT Th-203 Ughel ool H1 ot thaom fhar g1 Md ey & R HRA H Aifadd du
RIS AT ST AT| 37 UfgTeh Heet Fr 379 39 o = g3 ¢ grelifsh WiAdd §9 & e & o
HRA &1 ARG & Ty A HRAT 91 8, 30 fogrs & 9fdad 1 R RT IlIFIcAs: T § FIhr 36H gl
HRT-FH HIUT T AT fAehl 3Tehol SENS ST W § 3 J1d & oI Td HE @ & & & & O &
Y 3N AR HT ARG & A A RA HT S HUT W FAT I S| YA & SR A 3T ARy
QAT IR TR T AT §| FereTHA Ay F el o el & 9gd AN @ Th gEX & FHAT A §| gwd
& Ty el ST & T SHIAR AT 8ld T g Jea@ed § & 0Rd 3R O & <ig q&y & a7
q AR @ I @ g1 Dol & AR Afddl & o @RS ot Dt @ e & fAv 9Ra & ary
AT BT &1 SHIAU IR RMT & Haroel Fars TAFAIRET SRl &1 o FAolqe fohar o @1 81 e 3R &
& FATIIT T dF ARAT 98T H gorael ool Wehl ©, bl gfdeT & o e o oy fonelr o R a1
AT e dh gy FY AT &1 BeleTe g39 H arct @ gl AT # @l mieel o I sunr & foam @
for gferar # =m¢ foiaer off 3aR Fera 3T alet qelt T ANt &l et arel 2

Live
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HUIGhIT

HRA-&H 21d1 Aol fRIEy doa & fow Tsgufd senfeadR gfder &1 ool e Tuse wdr & fo Arenr
faamg 2 e T w1 IEfATT 1w avufd A HRa W G & TR @ g3 A A wer @, 3@ A
o 9ra gerehl T AT WY aF fRar g1 9 31ed, 1971 F doohlelled URAT JYHAET Sfexr el g
Qi Aar forifas Ssfeia o g@hr sig @ O 3R Tg Aiel-aI-Arel J&al gl 75| TgT oo foh Afaaa
Y & fauea & aig o ST gfaar ThydT g3, 3§ aN & ol a3 el 3R A & 3maeh Redt fr 97w
BT A Ts & AR AT Gl F SRR WHRT A I THE SAEERSG Tl H QU ad gU 3R
qufed # AT Recll A geAd §U Toh-g@y T HIG=A37 1 gAM T @

TOH Pls SR 8T o USe e 7 3ARS, WA I5gafd S1dTes ¢u & dide AR 36T Afaar &
HRUT dfRgeh FAT W arfRieresT T 3mem Afor 92, ar a&l I &1 931a deT| TR 1T & 3 awmde
cRIt shr TR ITeReT e, Fifeh difier & faearardr sitanfos-3nie Hfadt & ¥ How 3 AU Terr
HAEGH e ofdl| Ieldlel 81T H gHA el GEAEH @ deck & ol WM 8, Fgad USE H FEAHAEIG
IS FErdl P TR-IR 38 6T ol gU S q@ml AR 5 T Al W T A Yol AR FT TTY
feam| siae § B 3fa & favqy w0 3R 99 & d9ub 7 3aTEhd A9k 96 & daeg A
EAR &% H A & @ST @ &1 §F IAar § & o ot e oy & 308 9 a8 &

A OF G A T Isgafd B AT F eRE 28 TGN W gU AR o Al aRft F Aol Fay A
FEAT e &l WEST T &7 F alar g2 & Red & AT &7 &l 36 91d & I AT ¢ fF vH-400
fAaTSe GuTel & Hid H A ARG, DA, Jhf wfgd F$ gl 1 AgRh v St gt A Agea A el
glelifeh, difelaTel & HAFHT A &H YOI # #H H RSR @M 3HR 0@ 90 6 g§ drfcidiel TWHR P
AIAT o7 &I IR daT §, olfched IId HRA o 319l RIAIT 3Tk ATHT I@T, dl AR o A9elT HTTeT
AMfa ox vt fFam| 3 =t e @ Fge & v & AT § F arfee EHA TE Al WER aifsa
FY IR el R & TS St F Adawa & AT H Ak Hr gfdeeydr @ FRAR #F arfeeaei
Fdh F A F AT IHINATAT R TF T gald IRER ANET & Thal &1 AT AR dfcheciar
fﬁﬂaﬁﬁﬁﬁqaagﬁaﬁwnmmm HATHT H §H AR & AT H IR M| dfed diT & arg Rear
# S gerw H gy e H AT & el Agcaqul &l S e, dRaed Hul W I Hged H T A
IS el & T &7 &I gAR AT I SIA &1 R gfaar &1 v faerer 3R gfdfSsd eerds o & e,
991 Irdeyaedr o 8, 5H HIS SIOR FEl H Hehel|
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