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Agri Self-Goal

R&D underpins India’s food security. That’s why GM needs decisive intervention
TOI Editorials

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday launched 35 new crop varieties developed to possess traits that
make them nutrient-rich or resilient to climate change. They have been developed by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), an umbrella body that oversees more than 100 research institutions. R&D
geared to boost productivity in Indian agriculture is a key element of the overall farm policy and receives
significant public funding.

From around the early stage of the Green Revolution, ICAR has developed 5,334 improved field crop
varieties, an important contributor to the development of food security. Since then technology hasn’t been
static. The most important development was the advent of genetically modified (GM) crops in mid-1990s.
India was an early adopter of GM crops when the regulatory body, Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee (GEAC), cleared the cultivation of Bt cotton in 2002. However, subsequently GM crop
technology has run into two obstacles. Opposition to the technology itself, which is often rooted in fear
mongering. And the diffidence of governments, both Gol and states. But this hasn’t either kept GM out of
the food market in India or prevented the spread of other GM crops.

India is the world’s largest importer of soybean oil, about 3.3 million tonnes a year. As GM dominates
soybean cultivation, that’s where the oil imports come from. Beleaguered farmers are also no longer willing
to wait for regulatory clearance and there are media reports of illegal cultivation of Bt brinjal in Haryana.
This is highly troublesome as GM crops need regulatory supervision. Another victim of GM hesitancy is
Indian science. ICAR and other institutions have funded research in GM and delivered. Applications for Bt
brinjal and Bt mustard, developed by Delhi University, have been stuck in sarkari files for years. GM can
massively benefit India. Gol should act.
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Recent data on child malnutrition underscore the value of good school meals
Editorial

The approval of the PM POSHAN scheme by the Cabinet

Committee on Economic Affairs until 2025-26 comes at a

critical time when real income declines and the economic

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic have affected the ability of

families to ensure good nutrition. The findings in Phase I of

the NFHS-5 for 22 States and Union Territories in December

2020 were shocking: childhood stunting rose in 13 States,

there was high prevalence of anaemia among children and

women, and wasting was a serious concern in 12 States. The

( & o% slippage over the previous survey period exposes the

worsening scourge of malnutrition, threatening to deprive

| millions of children of a fully productive adult life. It will take

u a serious effort to address this hidden crisis, backed by strong

budgetary commitment. The centrally supported hot meal

programme in Government and Government-aided schools,

covering 11.8 crore children, will be supplemented with

nutritional elements in identified aspirational districts and areas with high anaemia. The scheme, which is

proposed to be extended to pre-primary children, provides for social audit, creation of school nutritional

gardens to source fresh produce, involvement of farmer-producer organisations as providers, and lays

emphasis on local food traditions. While these are positive features, momentum towards eradicating

malnutrition hinges crucially on annual budgetary outlays and proof of POSHAN’s working will lie in
measurable outcomes.

Support for the PM POSHAN, which the Government says has been approved over the five-year period at
X1,30,794 crore, including 31,733 crore from States and UTs, must remain elastic. While some child
growth metrics such as stunting require a longer window to measure, problems such as anaemia and low
weight lend themselves to speedy amelioration. The Government must demonstrate that Saksham
Anganwadi-Mission POSHAN 2.0, which amalgamates the POSHAN Abhiyan and schemes covering
anganwadis, créches and adolescent girls, is fiscally stronger than its erstwhile component parts. There
must be a meaningful increase in the current Budget estimate over the combined past outlay for the
subsumed individual schemes. On nutritional planning, the renewed plan should introduce a greater
diversity of diets that compensates for micronutrient and protein deficiency. Strong supplementation of
nutrition at school, in the community, and at childcare centres is critical at a time when criticism of food
inflation has met with a tone-deaf response, and pandemic-induced income declines have depressed
essential consumption. The lower offtake of foodgrains for the noon meal scheme during the pandemic
over the previous year and patchy food distribution mechanisms in many States should set alarm bells
ringing. The future of a generation of Indians is at stake.
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F41S & WY JTHT Al 3maTgH

Y &t gq ( AEF a5 edl ud reoray RUT $133a F WEIAF eqqd FAHH & Aus
)

Uod $o e Re-urid &9 & Ja T gorad R did g1 Fars 3R 3ThE S TS 58 goladl & g
& @1 i Be-gend & FA faur arel eiehdif¥en it T ggsnfarar 3R afshadr arem tar &7 &, e
3eeed fale e gld el T Fo 3HA olar & ot 0 ol & 3of aledl Heroedt & TEr 3r9eme oy orah
§'§‘5‘I 58 oI 3 @ 3fEdca # T 30hE o 39T Fo dienll a1 HA fhar g1 smeefoar, e 3k
IANGT & 3T AT TS I o] TeleTT HI o1 W & 5 9 3@ 30T 3necfoar 39 2 uwga I &
FaIs & &g §, aF O 39 AT Taraa T a1 3maeTshdr M? IfE fyeT 7 & Ty o= ar a Fa18 Fr
TR R ST FehdT ATl St ST 37 T3t 9X 3TehE &7 JTTeler 3R SHA Fd1S & UG HThad i aTd
W® & 9 Her e gl

T8 Ugell a1 dr Jer o Re-uend &7 7 der & dgdl gaers 3R 3THr Fle & v SRy @RS gamat &
S 3el S AT § o 38 v & 3t Hotool Wiha @ Fh| 0 A Iy AR Fa15 & FAKR &7
O HTelel H g FHEIT L1 glell AMGU| §H ST HITGaA T Hel Tehid N FHSIAT §aN| STgT FdIS Ueh SATIh
faEaR 3R Ay arelm Hered §, d@l e fajey §9 ¥ AR AP &1 HA| oo oferar ¢ &
3ARFT A Tg STocaToll H HIhH & o H faRl & Fiecd 91T, 3¢ IHARFN TcRAT H Tog 81 Tt
EUY

ST, NHIMATAT T 39T JfAHT FI TG & §1 IARST & IR H JaT URUT §odT 6@ Fr oA & ag
3T e ARIGRT H off 31eR & SIS bl &1 W & 50 YROT H drssd 3R 39 @il &F s ar s
& T & 3ARFT A 3HF A Foheual F Sl @ FRR FAT| AT AT AFAHTe=T TS o gl
arasfg 3meeforr & ARET ¥ W] yasfoaar fAoe o7 W &1 @& fow 3mRe a wiw 9 quer arh
& HUT glel I TRarg 1 FAET HT| I FRIAT HleT & & AT 1 AT F Herad ool W g1 34
afa & 389 3R § hdT o FAST HT 3TaeTear Al AR o 8 38 oRrer 7 & Jgr §eur AT §
fr ag e it @ AstuR & € ogem agt Ireefor @ e A Tose Hew & AT § T ag s &
Fs A H 30 W R &, Afhad 39Hr 3heARar F Fds deed JAgT HEN| AT F FTHH IS
AEFAEN Tdohod o Yool Ueh TISC W AHTEAIR Tham g1 3R sifdeie & aic & foea off fe-venra & &
AT R @ Fishaem de & aarlt & o) a9 o I i U RieT e AR A@isler g1 0 F 3ehd WA
3R Tarenfas @fdat & ggsnfarar &1 v 91 77 & g
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ferely ol foram r gfafhar fAfRaa &Y &1 3merd & e & off 7€ g3 5w ity AR meeforar & @y
Y& IR F T gt T B A 9gd ded dR G@T| Hael H & 7T, Thed AT T FF 8 Ig A9ER
TN HRA H & Teh qaeh o FaTel 33T o ARG ST Tehelieh A & & & fT IR &8, ag 3meeforan
P &l S T & Tl dh 91d g3 o 3Ty & HRdcd ¥ Fars gk R Tell e W A9 aread
A IR €1 §H Ig el SfeleT e o 3mEeiorar 3R S S gl & @y AR F1 ggel F & graT
&I o] HASHAT §1 Y HARST arT IMECTAAT FI 3TNFA Tehellch EATARUT H Hlg ITYT Agi| STdfh HRA
1 ARSI T VAT HIS IR LT &1 TEIA: ITehE TR AT Sl & S 3Hh THIE W T higd Hiel
TET| TE ST AR T 36k oa @ et F feriarerrar 82 NfSar 1 e g3m & o smeeforam S
& arferd off 38eh Qo v hael Y f¥aTel SoTe i1 &TAdT @ &1 HRA & AaRY & ¢ ar 9
X o1d §eIl) arell U F1S Y U 3T% fow 3uaeh & & smeeh|

ST S9N & I ”RIar @ar @ g o 3d & $ROT Far8 fhaR o9 f&ar ST 3¢ I8 IaAsr aifige
3HE SHET TR SRR & 3o Fa15 SaIe WedeT alell [GediRd 3aURon g1 did oAt Fars aeesaat
dr doh H oot GAld & 43T @ o I5 Tuse R@war g1 36F HTETAT b, Stefarg IRaceT ¥
foaer S N3t o ==t 7 a1g| Fars ARGS Aged & IEHA WG W AT A I ffAar Fom= & fov
gfaeey R@dr €1 S AT TG & AT 98 FAGCA F AGS W g Tl AR & G HRar
S ST F TTY TAHRSFX 3cUIGT H 3ET dgad ol HATGATT dollel T § ar AATA 2 & @Y oIl
AR AS T AT T A8 51 W H I Fars A wARE AR F deq AS dF JAH Fatad
AR &Rt & T 58 Hatoad & Ay HTaiReh &9 § S5 $S 3 EesT g1 S| Jg HROT g & Fars
AT T HYAT g T GG X @I ¢ o R 39 W H9a AT & Rehar waem| I el FIrssT el &
3eleT I, oifthel 3Tl Hel ARG T & § 3N a8 § fed & fawdrard, afsge 3k aemeng @ & s
O T 3R afRas e @l HJfeld e

FAIS & TETT AR ST S T THT FI o HIs TGl Agl glal AMGT| aedd & ol 9 Tl &Y
YR ¥ SR ST T6T T 9Rd & U 3ol & &1 56 €T 9Rd & @I % a8 g a5 eemal @
WE S S W H@gARh fBew W §, 306 Al R A § AR H & GO R arfes AT &
@ & Saer AT AR AT Rar o7 @6, dfow 3@ el off Re & @ i 3meier o gaATeT @
S|
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TSt & HMET HT WRT HRAT TEHfA 7 gHem &
W & afhet 3T g & e gait Afd gAR
ol & 8 geysill W Fgd HAERT Hi TR

. dode b F & e i o e
- o AN SITETR IRART # gy o e Hr 3UeT et
F HA ¥, SE SAE W dger T e
n HHAT &1 FHGY IRAR g & qaolg W &

AA —— aa ==

JEHHAT H Siiaearde e Hr faaw §1 §gT &
AHGT H S €1 3¢ ST AT A JeumAr H
DI AT & &1 gTelifh Ig 37 &1 AT 951 gIer
g, S 3e¢ Rl & 3Ya9d, R 3R e
$r gaftes WA giar gl T g ow =w-
IRER # Tl F Il g [Sieal @ur &ar §, Jeuaedyr A S« 3W W H 38 I@iod aF] & &9 H o@r
ST ST & of SFIT § S 38 B # g dlell &l S 3R 3o7sh HEhR A I &

%%aﬂﬁﬂ@maﬁé&aﬁgﬁagﬁaﬁ%%cgm HAUTHNT HEH 38 H AW AeHH gé Y|
sHfaT a¥ 1982 # favd Taey TG (SsegUdsil) o ‘FEUTaedyT & @ TABY ST AR qd §U HaH
forT Tareey 31T &1 & fham ATl el & &Y gl aTel 3Ty, 398 3R geddgR W o o 3R
geusel & Yid 3ERAT d 3ofehl SWHTSl &I TTFAGRT & 3Telar 3eichl FHEABN & Ui ol & SAereehe
tollel & 3T @ IF TSg o 14 GFHSR 1990 &1 AU o o gT Aol Toh 31eFe} 7 oo giaams &
‘HRASET getrslel fad & &7 # HAIT ST |HIF TSE I $H TeoT o dlG Ueh 37ehceX 1991 &l ggoll
IR I feaw #amr , R SARrsa ot feaw & A @ o Sl S g1 ot & ufa 3% ar |ah
F ged H & Ud, & & TFAT &7 1T gl AT, il oo & BT 38 IFAT F ¥9d i & v
oaier dR W FE G @AREd fham amam 1991 & IFaRSET geue fGaq 1 &3nd & a1g a¥ 1999
Y Ugel aX Gl a¥ & ®q H o HATIT IR ATl TH AV IHAWSET ey Gaw w1 Fy fawy @’ 3\ %
fore ffSeer sforadr w@r srar &, S geelt & Biee gfaar # uga IR e smeferdl &1 mavgshar &
gfse &Il Bl

HRAT FATST H TG IRAR T §ART A IETATT & 1S g1 ofehed 3T & deord IRAAT H oI 3R Tohed
IRER B AR H HYFT IRAR H HTUROT TcA gicl ST @Y &1 T& FHROT § & ofler 30al ot & ¥
g o @ & 3R 78 N eerard), A § AR & afd gl ST W@ &1 Tehe IRaR & d6d dolel &
WﬁWﬁg@?ﬁ@rﬁaﬂaﬁmﬁ%lHﬂ@ﬁg@aﬂwm{sﬁaﬁﬁdq\{%l ST T IR
aRoTH Ig @ 1 fAeT § 6 gopeit & ufd 3wy o dSl & ¢ €1 Ag-HETIRI H T T gopant
TR ST ST T @ ggell &l §IgERT 913 aRume I foh Sl &l 99-gofqil T AL oAgi Fo &
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HROT 3eTeh Siidel WX 8 APRIcHS 1T IS T &1 Toh A o AN Grel-aikdl AT AAT-A & 6 Fat arel
Sl @ fAd bl W@el arel Jedl 7 Jolell # gl SA1eT 3reoT AR Ao giar ¢ 3R @ s=ar A
3cATaRarE Y 3178 ¢@el A fAWT g1 3TST Ifd-Ucsil alsll & Aol §, T8 & g0 & H 3o ®d &
IR FA 37 A § 397 309G SR THEIT I 9§

Uod A B aRif F FT A0 Th S & 9IG Tellao Ul ard $58 SIRY foham 91 1| 30 Fahieh &
Hfeeh S Tareld BrEE goldil o A AT 6 3o AU Aol TAE W gedaer fham e g,
STafeh foRueT Brae Sl 1 @gar AT foh GATST 3oTeh TTY Heena Al ¢l 36 RUIE & AR gopit & v
gferar & §d JER 0¥ & &7 H [Facorels &1 A 1T g1 e Gt & 58 Fashich & HRXA Sl ghgald
YRGS TR @1 7| SR §, HRd F ol B Rufd gge 1 ges digeive yiedeed 2019 & qarn
T § R gmR F St av 2019 H UR® TANE H W UF Afed @ 37 466 a¥ § SAeT §, 9@ av
2050 T faeg & X ©F Fidadl # § Th # HY 4G Ao § H™H graf, A Gofail T AT S
ST gl VW & 3eTeh Sk Ty AR 3eTehl FHAEAT3N & HATUTA 1 ol HATST H1 dge Hsilal glel hr
TR &

IR AFIRGI & HedTUT I FG1AT ¢l & folT AR TWHR o a¥ 1999 H U TG Afa a8 oAl 399
ggel a¥ 2007 H AG-far 3R aftss AeRe sRor-diver [Jges 8 dae 7 aika foar o=, Sae Aar-
TOdT & $ROT-AIvoT, germaAr T T, fafhcar giaur & sgaedr iR aiss aERet & S 3R dqufT
T GIET & Gl AT| ofehel SHb STAs[g oM H JEUTHAT H a6l TEAT 3§ a2 H SHIT #Xal ¢
T TATST & geul &1 U foham ST W1 §19RANT TPl & STod ol aell #7 3R lefel Fal arel foar
T TUT $a @ o S AW I B @A § Ig ATar W § 6 O i & it qFAE giar g,
chereaer & &7 FAGT | T # gerl & Sedisa 3 39eT T gea’ dgar i Hhe H Hha g1 3
JEUTaEAT g AT & Siidel & Teh UsId &1 Ife TSl &H 9= il &l 3UGT &l § of 3= arel &g &
g off el weEl @ dIg IS IFAIS FE IWeN ARV | Jeuraw AT A g ARIRA ®T F fARYer ofr gr smw
ar ARl &1 aied § 6 QU GFAT & Y 3e ST @M SV Jeumaedr # AR fufa 7 sqera 3
AT dT &1 ol 7 30 Fddrd, AYAG, AGA1ed HHSIN IS, el Sl FHAEATT HAAR T 3@ el
&1 JfpaT car3tt & TrU-ary IR & 3T AR ST #ee & VT THEARN Fl 7 T H HAeg & Tohd!
gl

N FAET A SEId geul & v oErerer @ol aiRas aff & waicd e & cgawdn gl #Rd # oo
JEUTaEAT YT T GAtm §, AfheT 3eich WA TAELT TATA3N & Ielldl Heholdel HT ST THEAT §, 3HH
gellsl w61 &1 TG Heholldel gegiotall i R & o Freram W@ &1 W& & Ridrees &afa a8 gich § 6
A & THT A Y Ficdell ol dTell 3ofehl i 37T 3oh U oIEl IcT| gTeliteh 37ToT $o THr FEAT § S
THTh! SIae el Y 1§ Jedl & fov ey g & 1 T W ¢ odfhad T deud off 39at fr 7ggy
gl &l T SRATS AT ET X Thell| TgIeTel, JeHaiel &l I IRAR 7 NG AT-TFA e, s v
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AT SRl ST Tgel &l TET &IHR ¢ dlich gedt & Jfd IRl T J HhRIcHS gl & ot &
fore geuma S8 TuET T GATS F AEGLTSAT & AFHH 6l B

Live

Rsgzarg

.com Date:01-10-21

sl & A framer fr e

IR 3R, ( 9fRde, deX B gifedy RE )

aer & FTHIOT IREART & U 3T A IR UMY & il fhare IRaRT Hr FATT FT 3TeheleT A dTel
THYTE, 2019 (39 & # SRy fham I §) oRd # Wch-fhare & fafaw g Elegw aRT & gHg@ar @
3SR T §1 FE I § o6 Hi 3 3R N g - ARt & et Teg-e3-Teg 3HeldT-370]
g1 forgran, Thamt & e Qe e AT SR A TiEdeen & SIRY YeaR Fel & IEd Tsal H
ghlehd HHASA & d1¢ ¥ f6U S« =@1fgul FgY a8 A a6 ¢ % fer = $¥ vo7 &1 vy § 3k &v
FY el # JAAE FT & 4T I B

3RSl & T, Al 2018-19 (SEA-Iars) H U H¥ aRar H sitad AffF smAce 10,829 0 (Jere
AR ANT-eT afgd) A s8F FN 3T (FH 3cureal 3R HIM arere) S BEAERT IRaR 6T 3ad 3T &
50 FrEdr & Y | 7R 38 3IWT ARAT 31hs & SHHr SRR 8 R § 3R SEdr 3R dx
B diford RE SART war §, 98 § Uogar [Ffawar #@acet, e (22 FrEd)), alRas d9mer (28 Hred)
3R 30f3em (35 B S TsA H For I A FW 1 FEIER v fgrs &, STafh doie (61 e 3R
ALY 9w (66 HIAST) # Ig 60 Hradr ¥ s gl

I & Gidl W HAT F FAoR 3Teled W 3elelol AR ¢ et g1 f9gR 7 3ad A1fds SN 317 4,478 02
o, Stefeh sIR@s # 1,929 FUY| glelifch, HolQY & AT HATS oarstar FAT | WeR A Fel 37 7 PN
1 TEEHT 57 BIEE §, Sidieh FIRES H Ig df¥her 37 G| SRS H AT Hi¥ IRAR &1 FHel 3THSA
fSeR T JoaT # 9gd FH 1 TgT UF el dTer kst o B XA, T H P A @ dren A
AT 3Mees 4,688 39d &, St fAgR & Sgd ST A g1 Fefieh & hald HERISE & fHaATA N Forelm
# #l9 26 gfawd 3i0s waa §

Solell &1 e, S & 3R R FW I AR A 81 G 8 &1 o1 X, o STl F IJHR ST Toh
EFCAT F 3O & ST &, d9 Pl HAGA H P 317 A IS 50 FEdy H WA 9 qga 91 ¢
IR 38H T ToTaR FeaAdre g1 AT, el H o9Te79T 87 hrAdT hareT IRART & 9 .01 & Th gaedX

7



www.dafeias.com

IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (01-10-21)

& o Sl oY, 3R FgT Hor AR I F H A1 AererT Ah 19 gfderd &1 ored ard a8 § 6 el
# T3 S (@-TR geFeaR) aTel IRAR 8 30el 3T & Shdel 36 BIAST REAT Wl @ &aAr Ui §| dfAe=g
# I 3Miehsr 47 g, WeR # 78 wfderd 3R A&7 waer # 80 Hrady &1 Wgr # 80 widerd aRant &
9 01 @ T gre & o A §| Tl 1 Fel AT & FW A T AeTerl 45 BAST §| ALT Foor H
9gd FA 52 A IRART & I Th I § FA A § IR 370 AAGA 7 U F fReRy 32
gfaerd 1 7R Tgt HaaeT FF IRAR Wl F 390 T 3T F 66 Tl RE@T FAT

a9, PN 3cule ToR FATHET (Thwad) 3R TRl & 38 Falel W THUCH ST U Fears & gite
HAT &, Toradr e oo Fderor 3R Sl 3reads, gl & SART f&Fam &1 9 & #, TSR gl dr
adt & FE @Y, TR FATT B AE G F e @ Fecade § 3R deas @ § e e
3l HY 3UST B T A AT F WG TUET ToR A dud § glenifeh, 3@ o &R 3R wad &
feare & 3rerer-sreer aRfEafaar €, foad asal 7 wlig i war gorel o sredr 78 81

e &, ST 3hsl I HAgel TXIL g STl & THST 3T ST & o sAifaerd At W foraer sifeer aRfEafa
¢l HN IcuTgehd, SOR d6 qg’u, IR S[5rE, 3T SR & IaaR AR GraATioie GRet, i ) Feiieqlr
¥ oA A B T gl AR HY AR RPN, St HAt § g arell AT T AT Fo & o fend
AT A et wafAsar Beet @RT 3 sgdr WA F=ar gt @R, I8 Tsat § RAE d 3reer-3reeT
JT AT AIEHT gIaT|

The o I HY FiefAr S TR fhar a1, T8l gAY FeT AT T 3T Pl A 39S §, Flfh $AH FUR FI
UHT ASIRAT AT 1T &, S Ueh 37cdl fafaer 3R @eerar @ae &9 & &l Aifd &1 aeprelad & gl
TSl A i FHl, TR 3N ToT TEAET & HIH HIY Folal I@T-300T gl ¢ [ [gR & e $iy
3T el SIEY 8 I STeT &, ofehel g8eh SROT ool 370mT ¢

39 f&em & #FH F & T g6 T TEal # &I AgcaqoT IGad el US| HIY Tgel I AT grem o
ST Y §H FAoRelsT gl T ohd| &H AT T Aherar i T3t e & JoT ToT TIHPRT T FaTece!
T AT gEf| N GET Feolld Ig FAT g b &8 Tod ThR & TR R AT $HI &THAT Sele & JI
aST A US| FEH 3T g, AT efHar w1 AT, U T@ien dF ganT Jsdt B IH H e (Tg
AT A AT TgT & T ST F AT Fhehl &) IR TG At 7 Adww) e [fvedr & 3meR
W FY AR IN-HT HRAT 7 @I Tl 3N TAHT HITTE A3 I 9§l Tl & [T S5 FHeag AR
fahREIaoT, et I XHR &l

forgTa, &7 farder ff il FeleT & o, AfheT 7 FAEcAqUT AUl 1 I Fids FATU 61 H Tl | 3
g sifaera Sgal &1 T@ Jgar grem 3R Joe e fF 98 gurt #F faer w3 F fr Agcaqet gHifat
¥ IR 9 & foT Tt Fr FA-FAT ERIHRAT gei?
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