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Terror Didn’t Win

Editorial
9/11 changed democratic countries in some unlovely ways. But democracies stayed on track

The world today may seem no safer than it was 20 years ago
when Al Qaeda terrorists brought down the Twin Towers,
starting a US-led and US-named global war on terror. Taliban
is back. The Washington-based Centre for Strategic and
International Studies estimated in 2018 that the number of
active terrorist groups was 67, the most since 1980. And as per
a new report from the Costs of War project at Brown
University, the US spent $8 trillion during its two-decade-long
war on terror that also took 9,00,000 lives. So did terrorists
win?

Certainly not. Despite Taliban's return in Afghanistan, the
multiple terror groups in Africa, and the persistence of the
Islamic State outfit, democracies haven't been thrown off
track. No terrorist movement nor any state that sponsors
terrorism has been able to provide a better life for those they claim to represent. True, ISIS did briefly
control territory in parts of Iraq and Syria, establishing its so-called caliphate. But it was short-lived,
proving that nihilistic, violent movements can hardly build viable states or provide good governance.

Of course, terror groups do retain the capacity to disturb democracies. Their nuisance value has
increased in the last 20 years, thanks in large measure to increasing globalisation and advent of new
technologies. It's precisely to counter this that some democracies have diluted some of their core
principles. Post-9/11, Western governments reinterpreted their privacy laws, boosted surveillance and
armed their security agencies with powers overriding legal checks. India, too, went the same way with
terrorism given as a justification for some of its most draconian laws. Parallelly, widespread
Islamophobia and refugee fatigue in some countries became enablers for right-wing populism, in the
West and India.

And then, there was the rise of authoritarian China. A rise that, ironically, can also be traced back to
2001 when Beijing was admitted to the WTO. In fact, many argue that had the US not been distracted
by global terrorism, its opposition to China's WTO entry would have been stronger. China subsequently
went on to strengthen its hold over the global economy and today stands ready to adopt a transactional
approach to groups like Taliban.
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But it's clear that mollycoddling terrorists as a state policy has disastrous consequences. Just look at the
basket case Pakistan has become by following that strategy. Overall, 9/11 did change liberal
democracies. But terrorists didn't throw any democracy off track. Warts and all, that's not such a bad
record.

Terra Pharma
Editorial

A new drugs legislation must keep the pharma sector growing while safeguarding consumer
interest

Gol's move to draft a new law for drugs, medical devices, cosmetics
and e-pharmacies recognises changing dynamics in the
pharmaceutical sector, which the 1940 vintage Drugs and Cosmetics
Act was inadequately addressing. DCA and its rules, through many
amendments and periodic revisions, witnessed Indian pharma
globally ranking third in terms of production volumes (14th in value)
and become second largest in terms of workforce. Economic Survey
2020-21 estimated threefold growth for the industry from its $40
billion current market size by this decade’s end.

The DCGI-headed eight-member panel drafting the new law must
ensure that leading industry voices and health experts are extensively
consulted. Among the present regime’'s major flaws is the dual
regulation by CDSCO and states. This allows malpractices wherever state officials look the other way.
Given the large pharma ecosystem, comprising several thousand drug companies and manufacturing
units, enforcing uniform standards and preventing circulation of substandard drugs and devices is
impossible with disjointed regulatory outlooks. The Ranbaxy manufacturing malpractice episode was
one among quite a few reminders that Indian pharma’s reputation and exports need continuous quality
manufacturing.

At the retail end, e-pharmacies are steadying after conflicting judicial decisions and an uncertain
regulatory environment on online drug sales. Still, foreign investors would need more statutory clarity
even as public health worries over forged prescriptions linger. But with many traditional brick-and-
mortar pharmacies operating without licensed pharmacists, regulating the retail end needs a rethink.
Consumer interest will also be served well by indemnity protection especially after the J&J hip implant
mishaps. Plus, over-the-counter antibiotic and schedule-H drug sales remain a serious issue. A mature
pharma ecosystem means prescriptions must become the norm. With the Covid pandemic, nations are
recognising a robust domestic pharma sector's importance. The new law must streamline
manufacturing rules, quality control and R&D norms to help Indian companies meet new challenges.
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MSP Increases Raise Farm Efficiency
Editorial

The new set of minimum support prices (MSP) for rabi crops serve economic sense rather than political
signalling. The prices of seven rabi crops — wheat, barley, gram, lentil, rapeseed/ mustard and safflower
— have been raised, a modest 2% for wheat and 7.8% and 8.6% for lentil and the oilseeds respectively.
|deally, the government should have frozen the MSP for wheat and capped procurement, considering
that it has, in stocks, over 90 million tonnes of wheat and rice (of which wheat is 52 million tonnes) even
after months of supplying free food to the poor during the pandemic. Liberal MSP in food grains puts
the crop choice for farmers in disarray, makes production inefficient and is not sustainable. A modest
hike is meant to cover the increase in input costs, of fertilisers and diesel. Rightly, it is a signal against
increasing the acreage for wheat this rabi.

Reform of agriculture calls for moving away from excess production of grain to crops in short supply,
such as edible-oil seeds and pulses. So, the signalling is also right in oilseeds and pulses, with relatively
larger hikes in MSP, to boost output and curtail imports. Merely announcing a higher MSP will not result
in crop diversification unless accompanied by procurement at the support price. Active procurement is
limited to a few crops now, and the government is even unable to procure wheat and paddy outside
traditional areas.

Price changes signalling a shift in the cropping pattern alone are not enough. With rising demand for
superior foods, the country needs to rapidly raise yields and output levels in every crop. Modern crop

husbandry, investment in water management and new and bio-engineered seeds, along with food
processing, will help raise farm productivity and incomes.
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The national security discourse is changing

Harsh V. Pant is Director of Research, Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi and a
Professor of International Relations, King’'s College London
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Policymakers and practitioners are leading the emerging consensus on the need to
fundamentally reassess assumptions

The global security landscape is undergoing a churn, creating complexities and new realities unlike any
time in the recent past. From a rising China to the pressures of climate change; from the challenges of
counter terrorism to a seemingly never-ending COVID-19 pandemic (the four Cs), the old order is
collapsing much faster than the ability of nations to create the foundations of a new one. National
security debates and discourse are, quietly but surely, undergoing an almost revolutionary
transformation. While the academic world has long talked about the need for a ‘holistic’ conception of
national security, much of that debate was considered far too esoteric by practitioners. Today, it is the
policymakers and practitioners themselves that are leading the emerging consensus on the need to
fundamentally reassess our assumptions about national security thinking.

Change in the U.S.

The U.S. policymakers have started changing their cognitive
lens when it comes to national security policy making. A
process that was started by former U.S. President Donald
Trump has been taken forward with gusto

by the Biden Administration. Asserting that “foreign policy
is domestic policy and domestic policy is foreign policy,”
U.S. President Joe Biden’s National Security Adviser Jake
Sullivan has suggested that his team'’s task is to re-imagine
. American "national security for the unprecedented
combination of crises we face at home and abroad: the
pandemic, the economic crisis, the climate crisis,
technological disruption, threats to democracy, racial
injustice, and inequality in all forms”. He has gone on to
argue that “the alliances we rebuild, the institutions we
lead, the agreements we sign, all of them should be judged by a basic question. Will this make life
better, easier, safer, for working families across this country?”

The U.S. Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, too has reiterated this message in his comments that “more
than at any other time in my career — maybe in my lifetime — distinctions between domestic and
foreign policy have simply fallen away” and that “our domestic renewal and our strength in the world
are completely entwined, and how we work will reflect that reality”.

Both Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Blinken have taken their cue from their boss, President Biden, who had
campaigned on a “foreign policy for the middle-class” and has been unabashed about the need for the
U.S. "to invest in our people, sharpen our innovative edge, and unite the economic might of
democracies around the world to grow the middle-class and reduce inequality and do things like
counter the predatory trade practices of our competitors and adversaries”.
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There is a growing bipartisan acknowledgement in the U.S. today that if the requirements of American
national security during the Cold War could be largely met by its fleets of bombers, nuclear missiles,
aircraft carriers and overseas bases, today’s strategic environment requires a different response: one
that shores up domestic industrial base, helps in maintaining pre-eminence in critical technologies,
makes supply chains for critical goods more resilient, protects critical infrastructure from cyberattacks,
and responds with a sense of urgency to climate change.

Not a novel idea

The idea that foreign and domestic policies are tightly intertwined is not a novel one. All serious grand
strategic thinking in democracies, at the end of the day looks for sustenance in popular public support.
Mr. Trump's rise and his ideas challenged both the liberals and the conservatives in the U.S. foreign
policy establishment as they underscored the widening gulf between the policy community and the
American hinterland. Mr. Biden and his team have learned their lessons. Mr. Sullivan is working towards
integrating the National Security Council with the other components of the White House such as the
National Economic Council, with the Domestic Policy Council, with the Office of Science and Technology
Policy. This will inevitably present its own sets of challenges but there is no shying away from this new
reality.

The Indian situation

In India too, we have seen a greater recognition of the challenges emanating on national security from
domestic vulnerabilities. One of the most significant consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic,
underscored by Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself, has been to reveal how deeply India has been
dependent on Chinese manufacturing for critical supplies. At a time when Indian armed forces were
facing the People’s Liberation Army across the Line of Actual Line, this exposed India to a new realisation
that dependence on overseas supply chains is a national security challenge of the highest order, one
that cannot be overlooked any more. India has since moved towards shoring up domestic capacities in
critical areas and also started looking at free trade agreements through a new lens.

The Indian Army chief, General M.M. Naravane, in his remarks, has also made it apparent that views of
the military leadership in this country are also evolving. He has argued that “national security comprises
not only warfare and defence but also financial security, health security, food security, energy security
and environment security apart from information security” and suggested that instead of viewing
national security “primarily from the perspective of an armed conflict, there is a need to take a whole-
of-government approach towards security”.

Highlight the synergies

In the post-pandemic world with a serious strain on national resources, it will be important for
policymakers to underline the synergies between the civilian and the military spheres. The Army chief
has rightfully pointed out a range of tangible and intangible ways in which investment in the armed
forces contributes to the national economy such as indigenisation of defence procurement, providing
an impetus to indigenous industries, aid to civil authorities or Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) operations protecting infrastructure, demand for hi-tech military products by the armed
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forces spurring entire industries, and transportation and logistics capacities of the armed forces acting

as force enablers for the Government in times of emergencies.

The Army leadership has done well to highlight the role of armed forces in sustaining a broader
conception of national security than primarily focusing on war fighting. As nations across the world
reconceptualise their strategic priorities to bring their ends, ways and means into greater balance,
questions of resource allocation will become even more contentious and policymakers will need to think
more creatively about the roles of various instruments of statecraft. National security thinking is
undergoing a shift. India cannot be left behind.

J'F‘lﬂ?ﬂ

Y

Y B BIA
JHICH I

ITHAR TR &R T §31T T L= 8 I Ugd $H% PR 3 HI 90U Jod aiffid el g1 SqHT Th
AoHye a8 Wt 81aT 8 fh 39 He-ToR fohar g3 & folt woal &1 b el Sg 31 ge &1 g 3! o
IR G | gAdH AT gog &1 31 3 b [ &) Bad &1 87§ HH Ia-1 Hid et g, o TWaR A
T @1 g1 3t Ww B Hod dOR 1 TR 83 § IR WMBR A & ! o o gAaw Jae= I gt &
a1 g1 g 1 HIAd & Ja9 S I Ufd fded R Heo a1ay $UU &1 delas! @1 ¢ | I8 e aRe ral &
I HH TGI8l 8| AR gdg, fade 3R Al 3N IR U 3UT J dhe IR Tl FUY db dglas! &1 7% 3|
IRETR! A & HT T 8 fob 78 X A g WR AFT BT 41 Biag arH e | ReR 7 oA aman g i g
PI IIG ST DS Teb BOIR 0T Ufel fbedt il 3R 718 X ¥ IHeb 7Y <1 oI Ugg 20y el 33
TRE WBHR BT IGT 3T &1 1al & Bl o1 Ay $¢ AT ddb DR Bl g

gagHT, fadg- woa 3fiR 1T SHTS IR AaH JHLH T 3ifd o1 & e TR &1 I IHe S Fabvat
21 3 g TR B! Tad e GiRpa @i dal AR el Bl Sl HHdl W HHe e § U 31 71
WY Ad BT AT -8} aidl, IHICTT IUHT T § b WY, JRorgw! 3fe faee! wodl &1 R g5
TG, A1 SATel Iy & W ddl o AT J STAMHR g3 ST 9 | 33T @18 Tal 1 I dgH WR ITF]
IR g | gTetifes YR § &5 gTal Bl TG oRevd U SaTe1 oidl ¢ | fUsd $o a1l & oar 7 g o o gt
BT IdTG AP g3HT, 3! Hiadl § Ui Jdivere =01 761 81 Uil Hic 3N I+ SaR, STSRT, Hab]




AFE www.afeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (10-09-21)

3Mfe & Iarea # Ht Bt H Tt S 361 ], STl e 396! S1Ad S I faH 38 9 & dienfea
B AR T g THH U &) AR foha Iy ToR e 3 G|

foart @t AT I8t § b TarfiFTye smant &) RIwTel & SR Had & g 36! arTd &1 9¢ 1T fhd
ST | TGTHIATYA TONT A AN § had Wi, S, Bledmeie, Riwms o1fe R 3 ara W ! 781, afes foam
& A B Y SST UT| I e @ HHdl &l Bid dal 31w a1 g | f forami &t wiv ag ot § for =
T Jog &1 TR &} S, Fiifes IAHT 3Hd § fob RIS} TRSBR &1 R § 99 S R HIA
Tt Tied, ST HTH! HH R T &R R WIed €| Had T BIvG [BaH! & Yaaw wHdT geg
FHIAY B urar g | s 3 73 &1 H19d § 7w Ui ST &1 9gIas) &1 718 | Safdh gidhd U8 & fob s
TH O H 81 SIoTd, IaRep, HICIRIED 3R &l &1 HIHd! 3 3¢ AT U TIPS Tiar] 81 d! 8 | TqP SHTd]
S-S IS B foramil ! firem arelt foroTelt a1 g% 98 SITHM & | He STk U= & foharl ol giaron
ORI 1 el H s T MU fororell foet g usal 81 5 9 fadiadl & HeoR T qHdH g
DI ABR G WHIaD B

/WA
JH1EId1]
ICd SITEIT I3 I BT Ufexd

IBIGERLIG

DTS TEHRT P SR T 2020-21 F 3MYS {6 & sl 3 I Wifed o= feun ¢ fob iy & andt +ft
YRATT srfogayt &t Sig a1 g3 &1 AT & WTel IATG] Bt Siferc] B AR §¢ g fofar 7 Wit & gxaHra
B aTal fafis YR & §7Ye &1 Turadl &) A 4t TaTe WS B IR § | IR IR Wt b1 ST SR mafaron
&1 U8 BT RHR G- B A 4 g1 37 Tt Faral & a1 THIE &1 TR dd 999 9§ 9 a1 ¢ |
A ST & BT A 39 3 U P UH 7% [ A 81 SHH! A 37 SIS Pl UG IdRDI,
W g & fAmfor & qarsft sik T aan s1Ryd @ |




&
AFE www.afeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (10-09-21)

IdR®! H T caIarel &1 SHaTd 39 A= § +ff Hgayul wifed 81 @1 8, Set Tl & gAay gatavefiyg
THTT & TIY-TY Wil & IARP! DT TUTIT &FTdT HIhT e gl § | SHIAY -1 Cadistt 4 Sava! bl U
T ER H 73w o1 faan 31 g8 9fere Hf eyl 8 Hifes ofd gHRT @ ST Yumel! # Uive dcdl &
SUIRT B G&T 3R §¢ SN | FJaReb FHIU Bt U5 3 corare Gt gHan § Uiy Uivul, had Jeed iR
fHam Bt SFRE T H T 14T 30 Wed! ¢ | G & AR Ued W A1 cararsn & Jaxr 3 iy 7 TR
W ifd BT TP TS YU B IR TR TR e 31 fasmiia =i 3R Gunemg =i e w9 9 gU
ST 7 ) SFIQrST & AR IR TR P U T8 b0l [GETs §, S HIHadl & ITH- M4 aTelt Jrwnsi &
“3T3e 3ATH I JHIYT UG Hdl 8| =) TS dedl bl 3MBHR DIl BidT § (1-100 TATH) S ffgcdia
fIRrorarsif 3R ATH ¥ HRYR BiaT B 1 1 oo &1 a1y 81 I8 g {6 98 918 gt &9 & 3 urd § HH JE
A gATE H 9gaR IR ST 8| U IR Ure § Uga- & 91 98 HH TN ddl &1 WR1e W H 32 Hod
IATEHAT & | W& ¢ | I8! aoe § b A7 g 1 uab 500 foreficieR &t aiae Sio Spy Ue s iR g
& SMYR R GRGT & HH-Y-HH Th §7 H1 o8 o Taball g

A AT & TN & HROT W Sl o e J ot gf urs TS| S8R B g SR o & fa
TSI TaY A R WIS UV dal § 4 U ¢ | Ao J8 ©U J a-gHed (78%) H Suds
2, Afp Y & sruaisy 8, g IRUMRaR= T Iuel & 81 St 311 FARaR Wt 3R i & rfdep arelf
" oot & SR THH T Bred 31 [RUfd # FRTae si1ct ¢1 I8! aois § 6 URa § gk fear! &1 g™idtal
IR T g | AR TR B! gRT HHd H T S aTd ATSeIor 3aveb! H 82 e [ewT iRl &1 gl
g | forar! & 39 ufd ¥ fa &1 T oig I8 1t § T T 0 NHR ST TG W AlqS! Te™ Hralt o
3R GIN; TE HHA! B! dehTd g1 Y& Hal g | JRAT & Ao bt SUTINIAT 30-40 WG X O &1
T8 U SRR SHBT ST [T b [T JHAMGRID AIfad 514 o1 & | ST [Nedhdisil & forg 9% a5
Aeaqul o7 {5 g1 & fadhed & dR R fhll 73 SRS St a1 F 9 Had IUD! HRIAT BT GHHT SR
3¢ g fbaml & forg ag fpwradt +i w1

SHH! & 1 AT A 39 [dhed &1 g X T 35 H YHHT AUTE 51 =41 gRAT 3t 500 fircdieiex &t diad
@1 BId P Afoqs! aTel JRAT S Bt HIAd F 10 BIRIE HH § 3R T8 URURS JRAT BT JdgH fadhed gl
ol 5| SHD! IdTa Uichal JataRul & S Ul § 3R aeiRead 3R IRGSRIT H +f 39%1 Bral |
P! B AN, SWHTA H AT 3R IHHT THIE FH Aol I U Pt G918 38 &, Aih 39D fATID
SATA A Pict AR Hae I IR 39D SRR T HHY, HIA & b H o=t 3R JT 9 o TGl oI TS
1t fou €1 afe 50 yRa & gt &t @ud & Usd oo awle § Sz ¢ df af 2020-21 H 1990-91 Bt o




&
AFE www.afeias.com
IMPORTANT NEWSCLIPPINGS (10-09-21)

o gk ) @Ud H TIHT 150 WIIE B 3G 88 ¢ | ITD! SHMYH arTd off § T 2019-20 & SRME gRAT &
3T & fAIE ST Y GRT YA Bi 718 AietTe! 17,155 HRIS db Ugd T |

PeAidd b ddl

HRA B B AR R GAoIR BRI 3R @I BT I TR 81 181 9 g7 3HfUg Feiifad gig Ht Ia
T8 39 A H YR A Secwd hadl Sifoid &1 g1 3o &R WR el SIRGR Feid & alg HRd - 39
Sfed ge, IR 3MAR®T 3R T & YHM eRTad TR M H Hadl U &t g | YHRd dIferaT &) Hig H 38,
3fTddaTe o FRATTH Ufdag a9 3R B BT AT J8Td B A3 & IfIBRI &1 X8 & A1d &1 gIid
B B BRI T T 2| JHT o1 © b 3 A1 emfvept Githan woidt Wemsy & wia faferay 9= ik
=Y & G GAEDR (ebiens wRia 3 541 v faeeh § 3

AT THT BT AT MY-10ar & 3TeRvl § T 55 J AT & U 81 fa 971G HRA JRET IR
3fofid ST 7 30 T JHGE Fbiars TFRId I aTdi Bt | 4R 3R T G &l AT & fb S
H Gfpg fadefht sidmard! I Aen TR 3R YRd & T TR s I&d &1 HRd 3R &9 aFl 4
ST & T H TR e foidl STdlTs | STT-Ra H SIaRRISI SHTcidbaral SHg! o1 HIsa N iR Hed
TR 3R YRA T HTdhdTE & Wk R IR F faar-fausf gaim yRa &1 fiar § for wifdreas § Tanferd
B4 aTd 3fddhard! g vt URd T fTddbdIc! gHdl ol SIS oA & ol ST Bt eRdl ol 33T
TR GHd & |

YR &1 He1 ¢ [ aiferaE & 1Y gg Faie & SR Ui &l SRR e[ STHT a1feu| a8l 4
& TR [ i § Iyd-gud & gad Aeg TREr § ot sriifad tha gl g, o= a8 srom g famh
&S U A & | T ! TIdT & b 3 ge-rhd & a1 & H Heruf STamt SUR & Tk I &1
qHhd g | I o SHRDT T ! AT 3R A §RT I IR Hooll H & a6 &g RUfd e
U Y Ted T3 ¢ | ARG 3R T & I YR RIHRTT Bt a1 § URd A 8 He-ifad Juherdl ohex
BRI ) b BRI 1 ST Acde dign H = HRd &1 1Y d18dT 8, Siaie AR agd g i
ST =13l 1 HRd & TR A | 3Td $© el § 9gd $9 ol &I B




