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Power Of Four

The Quad must be flexible to counter China’s many strategies across a wide range of
issues

TOI Editorials

With India and Australia holding their first 2+2 ministerial dialogue, there’s no denying that the Quad
continues to take shape as a security-plus platform. Earlier this year the group comprising India, US,
Japan and Australia held its first leaders’ summit. In fact, militaries of the four countries participated in
the Malabar joint naval exercise last year, while work is underway to produce and deliver a billion Covid
vaccines through the group’s network by 2022.

Of course, an increasingly assertive China is the main factor bringing the Quad countries together. Beijing
is clearly irked by what it sees as an Asian Nato. But external affairs minister S Jaishankar has done well
to shoot down that nomenclature saying that the Quad looks to the future and doesn’t hark back to the
Cold War era. It has been deliberately kept as a high-level diplomatic platform - notwithstanding a
separate naval component - to prevent a return to the bloc politics of the past. There are two reasons for
this. First, the four Quad nations need to get into the habit of working together. True, the Covid pandemic
and the Galwan valley clashes between India and China last year have seen the group coordinate. But
more is needed to achieve regular operational momentum.

Second, the Quad also needs to find the golden mean between security and civilian cooperation. After all,
China represents a multidimensional systemic challenge. This is why the Quad working on Covid
vaccines, open technologies and resilient supply chains is so important. Plus, as the global axis of power
shifts partly from the West to the East, Quad democracies need to shape the Indo-Pacific as a free and
open region. This will give Southeast Asian nations options to resist China’s strategy of weaponising
economic interdependencies. In short, the Quad needs to be flexible to counterbalance China across a
range of issues, be it Afghanistan or the South China Sea. If that worries Beijing, the Quad will be doing its
job.

The EcoNnovic TivEs Date:13-09-21

Welcome Move to Nudge on Tribunals
ET Editorial

Tribunals or judicial or quasi-judicial specialised and sector-specific adjudicatory bodies are becoming
increasingly slow or non-functional. The failure to fill vacancies has meant that fewer people carry the full
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load. The Supreme Court took umbrage at the government’s failure to fill vacancies on tribunals, and the
government announced 31 appointments to the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and the Income-
Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT), late last week. This serves to take the sting off the Supreme Court’s
criticism when the central government is expected to inform the Supreme Court today what it is doing to
fill the 350 or so vacancies on assorted tribunals.

Tribunals combine judicial and sectorspecific technical knowhow to produce fast-track dispute
resolution, whose decisions can be appealed only in the higher judiciary. It is for this reason that
tribunals have judicial and technical administrative members. Appointments are delayed due to failure to
constitute selection committees, the committees’ dawdling and the government’s failure to respond to
committee recommendations. There are instances of selection committee shortlists pending since May
2020. The law recently passed by Parliament requires filling the vacancy in 3 months. Additionally, the
apex court has expressed concern about the government’s tone deafness to its orders. The Tribunal
Reforms Act 2021 contains provisions of the Ordinance that had been struck down by the court.

The government has, in many instances, strengthened tribunals or set them up in critical sectors. Yet, in
failing to staff them adequately, the government is undermining these bodies and hurting the goal of
creating a $5 trillion economy.
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A global war on terror with no tangible results

If anything, the U.S.-led war has made the world less safe with the scourge of
transnational terrorism spreading deeper

Brahma Chellaney is a geostrategist and the author of nine books, including the award-winning
‘Water: Asia’s New Battleground’

On the day the United States marked two decades since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, the
Taliban triumphantly hoisted their flag over the Afghan presidential palace to start off their new regime.
The unprecedented 9/11 attacks prompted the U.S. not only to invade landlocked, strategically located
Afghanistan but also to launch a global war on terror. Yet, the U.S.-led war on terror has yielded no
tangible results.

A President’s ‘blunder’
If anything, it has made the world less safe. The scourge of transnational terrorism has only spread

deeper and wider in the world. In fact, the U.S. President Joe Biden’s blunder in facilitating the terrorist
takeover of Afghanistan raises the nagging question whether the seeds of another 9/11 have been sown.
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Mr. Biden will be remembered in history for making the world’s deadliest terrorists — the Pakistan-
reared Taliban — great again. Historians will be baffled that the U.S. expended considerable blood and
treasure in a protracted war to ultimately help its enemy ride triumphantly back to power. The war killed
2,448 American soldiers, 1,144 allied troops, more than 66,000 Afghan security personnel, and countless
numbers of civilians.

The Taliban’s defeat of the world’s most powerful military represents the greatest victory of violent
[slamists in the modern history of jihadism, with the Taliban calling it “the most joyful day of our
existence”. The triumph over the “Great Satan” is certain to inspire other Islamist and terrorist groups
across the world.

It is worrying allies

America’s close partner, India, with its location right next to the Afghanistan-Pakistan belt, is likely to be
one big loser from Mr. Biden’s Afghan debacle. The rejuvenated epicentre for terrorism next door could
leave India less space to counter an expansionist China at a time when Indian and Chinese forces remain
locked in multiple border standoffs since last year.

Despite the Afghan fiasco, Mr. Biden plans to withdraw from Iraq this year, in keeping with what he
declared in his August 31 address to the nation: “This decision about Afghanistan is not just about
Afghanistan. It's about ending an era of major military operations to remake other countries.
(https://bitly/2VyfZfu)” This realignment of strategic objectives is rattling allies — from Taiwan to
Ukraine — who fear being abandoned the way the U.S. threw the Afghan government under the bus.

Afghanistan may not be the last blunder of the Biden presidency. Robert Gates, who served as Secretary
of Defense under U.S. Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama, wrote in a 2014 memoir that Mr.
Biden “has been wrong on nearly every major foreign policy and national security issue over the past four
decades”. Mr. Gates has proved right.

In fact, al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, in a May 2010 letter found in his Pakistan compound after he
was Kkilled by U.S. forces, advised al Qaeda not to target then-Vice President Biden, hoping he would one
day become President. “Biden is totally unprepared for that post, which will lead the U.S. into a crisis,” bin
Laden wrote. He too has proved correct, to the delight of all jihadists.

Misleading distinctions

Mr. Biden, like his predecessors since 2001, has disregarded the lessons of 9/11. This is apparent from
Mr. Biden’s attempts to paint the Taliban as “good” terrorists and ISIS-K (Islamic State Khorasan), al
Qaeda and the Haggani Network as “bad” terrorists. He even claimed that “ISIS-K terrorists” are “sworn
enemies of the Taliban”, ignoring the Pentagon’s acknowledgment that one of the Taliban’s first actions
after conquest was to free thousands of ISIS-K prisoners from Afghan jails.

The misleading distinctions Mr. Biden has sought to draw between interlinked terrorist groups are part
of his administration’s public relations campaign to downplay the implications of the Taliban conquest.
Indeed, extending its good-terrorists-versus-bad-terrorists thesis, Team Biden has sought to court the
Taliban as America’s new partner to help contain the “bad” guys, with United States Secretary of State
Antony Blinken saying publicly that the U.S. is ready to work on “counterterrorism” with the Taliban.
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This flies in the face of a key 9/11 lesson — that the viper reared against one state is a viper against
others. Drawing distinctions between those who threaten U.S. security and those who threaten others is a
sure recipe for failure, as terrorist cells and networks must be targeted wherever they exist on a
sustained basis in order to achieve enduring results against the forces of global jihad.

Terror interconnections

In reality, the Taliban are closely entwined with other terror groups. As a United Nations Security Council
report has said, “the Taliban and al-Qaida remain closely aligned” and cooperate through the Haqqani
Network. Since their victory, the Taliban have not only refused to utter a critical word about al Qaeda but
also have claimed there is “no proof” that bin Laden was responsible for 9/11.

The Taliban and Haqgani Network are not “two separate entities,” as the State Department has claimed,
but closely integrated, as the line-up of the new Cabinet ministers shows. And, although Mr. Biden sought
to insulate the Taliban from the Kabul Airport bombing (August 26) by quickly pinning the blame on ISIS-
K, the fact is that ISIS-K has little relationship with the ISIS founded by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. Rather, as
part of Pakistani intelligence’s deception operations to build plausible deniability in terror attacks, ISIS-K
draws its cadres largely from the Hagqani Network.

Afghanistan is set to again become a haven for transnational terrorists under an all-male regime
dominated by former Guantanamo inmates and U.N.-listed or U.S.-designated terrorists, including the
interim Prime Minister who was instrumental in the 2001 destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas. The
world is reaping the bitter fruits of a geopolitics-driven war on terror.

On the anniversary

The 20th anniversary of 9/11 should have been an occasion to reflect on the forgotten lessons of those
attacks, including the importance of not coddling terrorism-supporting regimes. With the global war on
terror having gone off the rails, the anniversary was also a reminder of the imperative to build a new
international consensus to help drain the terrorism-breeding swamps. It is not too late for western
powers to absorb the lessons from national policies that gave rise to Frankenstein’s monsters.
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a‘ﬁaaﬁraaanzozs-zsaw11.20mmaﬂtzozg-sowawévwmamqgmﬁrwaﬁw
T gl

g o1 # Ageaqul ¢ 1 39 @ieg de A & ded [does el # ol aa & [l 3cureent &
SR FTIT ATel, dehelleh 3R SAHRT Teldqash 3Ueletl s AWM S8 @i #F AT fhast #
HIhell AR WA FAG faffie forgel ®Hal @ 3t YeER arer AR AR T Hrewpit & @ @
&THAAT (W dTel sIeil & fohe Hedm wUT AU | fdogst ®aell @ Sifds vd 3oifas At & e 3k
39T # Fefer & AU facgs ®aell # Aol ITEUE @Y Fel H SR gl fdege wadt & fou
HecaquT URTEAfs &1 & 3dth, diearerd, HoT AU, FH FAT AR FEAR A3 H suerstrdr
AR &1 Sl glel| ARG TR A 3efad gfdeael & sua & fov gdicd geaicds 39t i
39ARIT ST R |

e dell &1 Hehe g7 el & v R-gRaRe Ardt & ofr 3y oradm arer @eg dd fadre $r feem
H FH FTAT GO R gfAdT F g@U TG I3 AMGel 3cAEh G & Afchel Tl $ g A fwd HT
STAAT Il (VST 37TeA) Tiepreler H foham ST &1 38T g Welel (Ficards) &l g8 AFT & foar dof
fAerer €1 TR & IR F T A 3TN TRAT ST &1 W@ A AT TG fdegd AT & dAgd TsdsIT
el 3R Sicadis ATl T do Fath Tgel3il W &A= &A1 S 39 ghm|

7g ool ueet § & 9 & & P 8T § Tohel Wel 3c91G (SNE) 7 RMaR A9ET F¢ W@ § AR
AR H i sg @ € a9 foera YR & forerses Rufear s=r g§ &) ae@ & & i &
THATT AT &7 T ¢ e AT aut 1 gger faanfgar & spnar e ex 9&r g1 afe faega dear &
el el gl A FR ShEd ¥ IR doa RN 5 T F A F @ ST @9 B o a e A
feigeT 3culea # o&d & 37qET AT Jef&r gl i eI AR feigeT o1 ARy Heg =t A, aa
dh o o fdeed 3culedh R & 9y W ATREC I IR A & W del IUMFAIT B TEd
fAerfr| 37g & Sl aifee fF ARG @igy dd TR & drar '@ 3R faeea 1 795 o 31 & 916
S8 Aol GHaX & o] a6 H Wi ol &1 HrAd G- e gl Y& gia|
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eaEd gidl ROt &1 gk
i , aIR™s TSR

1T G Ugel ARG o@d 3fedsT clheR o Uh fohdld for@l - grax RAve| Ig 37hr ey foharer o
3R a9 T 9§ G Tgell & Fharel FgER Mk IR ¥$ 99 A gfAar & 3o yfafSsd faarel # AR @
Th 4, S 3cid T TAA & A0 & AY-ArY 7fasT &7 S Wl i ® F, 96 SIEeR el A
fIRaHT oaTer ST 2|

58 fohard & eiheR &8 ddld & o &7 & Hid o1 FEU I QU T deol a0 § A1 R doll § deor |
€1 U AR U1, 9 A Sgee F T gt A S I AT qgee g, ’d A G T W et @y
S| Y, Sf9 @St fashfae g3m, af Aem T Ad Sgael e, TR & AT STgeTel 39ei ST9TE T@T, A fehed
I GER gof P AT §F ATl TEk 9w quR §, 9 el of, F S STgeer @ Tle FhaT ¥l $9 16
EH U/ T A IgT o, STET AT A HTFIT Seld 9 IAT PR 3R I FART IR AR A g,
ar IS o 3R AR ETRAE A F At Aok bl IR TR g A 319 Tl & | F=q, ol
W%Wa@mﬁmaﬁmmﬁ(@wmaﬁmma@ﬁw&wﬁgw oI A IR
q| grefifch, ST H $S AT TAT & 3H HId I G 3R T 31eT T of 70, W helglel g 390 a1
F ThoR dd & WAT @ | &1 39 ThoR o PS A5 a1 AT Fer A IR TS Igol dhdiesT JgT a1
fofeer ardiferes Hifed dehet o 8 &gl ATl e &1 UraR A%e &1 Ageaqu! a1d I8 A7 & o @@y I8
fordiar aToTX 3 378, 38 WA U HAT Aid W@ A 3N gAam serel v & fAv gew wias ST @ o
qE YRV oFIaN FAslgd & W A 76 30Tell €& AT &1 §ér glel dlell g1 HT Hifd 1 aedie o
RTIT S GR A g3 AT, AR ASel BT a9 T T o f ST H T ggr o, I LA F 38
g1 AT Y T U B T ofd mlmﬁWmeq@ﬁa:ﬁvm%ﬁl e, SThoR
S g W A, 39 W JhT T ¥ FT fFd & 919 HIS FRUT 67 2T

3T T HTel H TG S AT ASIgA BIA IR FeAT PR g AT HT S H AL TG, a6 T &
B #H g & 0| AR sHR WY & Tg i Fel I IS?

$Hh S1G §H Told § 3 HHIiarec=l &, Sl oo Rl Avagafea 3mear 3R agae H qod 99 dhd
A dlel Alfielel o 38 AR & AT 31Ra 1 el Fer &1, fSdh Jhe A1 M Faalr JoT & SqTGIR
93 HRURC Feld &1 F §HA TG $E Thd ¢ 1oh anoaled of ARG 1 el Jeor # g7 g, ag o
ge & dgl § a7 feholl, Fifeh 38 UGN g1 I AT foh AR & §of W HBINTeEdlel TR Al o
ST ThdT &, olfhel 3U ST A6l S TehdT| Ig T &gl I fh 3ARST agr & g 3R g ofar, ag o
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TRIMTAEATA o BT Ael dGolel arel I 3R 39 d9 & soaf TATAAT 7 3T A FH BISAT 9sdT| UG TG
e g Y g, ofcheT sHr U 37 Ig ot § F % A=, a7 3R 3merm cof fr wish apd & g W ar
U gferar s T gifle dr ST Tehcl &, o & Rl FATST I gAM & fIT Seelr ST FehT &

ST HGIMATATT H gH 59 AN Sed &, dF AR Hellhid gl § Hied! Jeece HAR @, ST fhergrel
oiferaTel 1 ded TR & e #N &1 98 HBMTAE &1 & 781, T gierar &l aid § o 58 wAT 3R
divwst # @41 I@r g difesrs Sar dr ggdl 9 o e 8, ofehel HgleT 81 T drhd & QU & g2k e
IARFT & TATH A BT I Shled & dle 30¢ §R Al el FI HolgX HY AT &1, 3qF1 3T e
& favey 58 e #T 87 dIs A H STeld arell =gl ¢l 9 HAlodl #HAR 90 7T g % W@ 3, 3¢ Ta
oY gar g g 6 98 sk Y WA Shel g 3fede STheR T TAIATIT Hr off siguiaifar ¢ | &

AR & o ST g8 ABanfaede & S Jef-faeh o ¢@ @ & 397l oAt & $o FT 3eeon &
Y GAR FHA V| ofeheT qefer faRier &1 T8 Tofiel &% difdiar=r 1 $ore 6r 81 5§ & T 39 gfear
& fordr off Sl H ol SV, YR T TSI A AT FATGT Boldl-heidl [&@ ST AT & 9« AT, o
HIdS HHACT & YOIl SR H IARAT & Tsguld Sheiles €T o ST Fellol IV, d SHRI FEE 3T0T
3CTEI0T &1 efteifadl T Holleh 33T &7 H1H ol 96 58 Ygol @ & X | | #HGARY & aR 7 g
TSIl QU ST # $% TR & Hlg W T @ T 7S el & dea & v oo @0 A & Sl
afedt e ceshl &1 e 7 Sia Gw|

T ¥ Ay & 95 Raffer g & fow qar 7@ §) aela 7 faftes At w 9w w5 9w R §
o, e & WEGArE! Hifd & dic 98l geiteiiadl B ofd HHT oo STl fhdT AT AT WH HS IEEIOT
¢l o8 g7 T Sedagaifaea’ sgd 8, 39 96 Ueel aR U gfdr # v @1y @ T § 3R S S ar
ATIURT Tofo &1 S 1 977 &7 & STeTg SHH a5 HisIae w1g1 §, off fhelgTel haieredrsT 7 @ @ &,
X frdl o7 Rl AT & I8 &Y S8 99 99K QT ¢l 3R I8 a9 37 @y A & W B, O &7 A
& AT T g U
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